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OVERVIEW
Poppy by Avi is a story of a mouse that survives against all odds in order to save her family from Mr. Ocax.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

Use reciprical teaching to summarize, questions, infer, clarify, and predicr


Use a written set of steps to complete the writing process

Answer comprehension questions

 


 Respond to literature


 Identify genre
 

 
 

 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 

In a battle who will survive the largest or the smallest? 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression 

 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

       Elementary - Listening and Reading 

       1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

       Students: 

1. recognize some features that distinguish the genres and use those features to aid comprehension 

a. understand the literary elements of setting, character, plot, theme, and point of view and compare those features to other works and to their own lives 

· use inference and deduction to understand the text 

· read aloud accurately and fluently, using phonics and context cues to determine pronunciation and meaning 

· evaluate literary meaning 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 To begin the unit we discuss owl physiology and dissect owl pellets. In one of the pellets we place an earring which has significant meaning in the story. We do not discuss that meaning until after the first chapter.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

Every day will include reading either as whole group, partners, or independently. Once a week I assessed their oral reading using the oral rubric found under culminating performance. Vocabulary that will be defined in their journal through the use of context clues and dictionary reference and discussed each day in relationship to the novel. This vocabulary is integral to the understanding of the novel. The writing activities are in the form of specific tasks that will be discussed with partners ans journal and/or personally choose an entry that they would like ot edit and go through the writing process for a final grade. The rubric used to assess these responses is found under culminating.
Day 1: 
Read:          Read-To Chapter 1



Vocab: 
talons





timid





brazen



Writing:  Is the taking of small risks, being careless or will it add excitement to your life

Day 2:    
Read 

Chapter 2



Vocab:           persisitance





Indignant



Writing: 
What motivates Ocax to protect the mice?

Day 3

Read 

Chapter 3



Vocab:
pellet





Terrain





Catapulted



Writing:
Why do the mice have notions to escape? 

Day 4

Read 

Chapter 4



Vocab

insignificant





Delegation





Ironic



Writing 
What motivates Lungworth to choose Poppy’s punishment

Day 5 

Read

chapter 6



Vocab 
vicious



Writing
Why were the other mice prejudiced against Ragweed?

Day 6

Read 

Chapter 7



Vocab

calamity



Writing
Peer edit/ slot/ expand/revise yesterday’s response





( Writing Process)

Day 7

Read 

Chapter 8



Vocab: 
none



Writing:
Compare/Contrast Graphic Organizer 





Poppy vs. Ragweed

Day 8

Read 

None



Vocab:
none



Writing:
Compare/Constast Rough Draft

Day 9 

Read 

none



Vocab

none



Writing
Revise/edit rough Draft

Day 10
Read

none



Vocab

none



Writing;
Final draft

Day 11
read

chapter 9



Vocab

hostility





Mingled



Writing; 
Compare/Contrast Graphic Organizer





Reality/Fantasy of the story

Day 12 
Read

Pages 72-82



Vocab

tranquility



Writing:
Rough draft of compare/contrast

Day 13 
Read

Pages 83-mid 87



Vocab:
anxiously



Writing
Write about a time you were both cowardly and courageous

Day 14
Read

pages 87-92



Vocab:
contemplate



Writing
none

Day 15
Read    
pages 93-99



Vocab;
aggressive



Writing
Compare/Contrast





Poppy then vs. Poppy now





Graphic Organizer

Day 16
read

none



Vocab

none



Writing
Revise/Edit Rough draft





Final Copy

Day 17
read

pages 100-106



Vocab

vegetarian



Writing
Write about knowledge is power and how it relates to chapter 12

Day 18
Read

Chapter 13



Vocab

forbidding



Writing
Dear Diary…

Day 19 
read 

Chapter 14



Vocab

sarcastically





Intensified



Writing
Dear Diary…

Day 20
Read 

Chapter 15



Vocab

gingerly





Ferocious



Writing
Dear Diary…

Day 21
Read  

Chapter 16



Vocab

saunter





Perp lexed



Writing
Dear Diary

Day 22
Read 

Chapter 17



Vocab

jubilation



Writing
Dear Diary

Day 23
Read 

Chapter 18



Vocab  
compromise



Writing
Dear Diary

Day 24 
Read 

Chapter 19



Vocab

triumphant



Writing
Dear Diary

Day 25  

END OF BOOK TEST



Write a cinquain poem about Poopy or Ragweed

Day 26

END OF BOOK TEST



Write a cinquain poem about Ereth

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE
Include rubric(s)
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1. The above compare/contrast rubric is used for compare/contrast writing

2. The Poppy End-of Book Test

b. What is the genre of Poppy? 5 points

c. Describe 1 character from the story? 10 points

d. Identify the setting from the story? 10 points

e. What is the main problem in Poppy? 10 points

f. Do you remember what happened when Poppy me Mr.Ocax at the watching tree? Write about it.  10 points

g. What did Poppy mean by the advice she gave her children at the end of the book?

“ it doesn’t matter how you dance my children slow or fast by jumps or steps as long as you are free to dance in the open air by the light of the moon all is well.”

15 points

h. How was Ragweed’s earring important in the beginning and the end. 10 points

i. Why is it ironic when Lungwort says “ didn’t I say that if you listened to my advise, all would be well.”  10 points

j. Have you ever been afraid of something like porcupines and found out later that it was not so bad? Write about it.  10 points

k. What will happen next? 10 points

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
The ability to write a reader’s response and a cinquain poem. 

MODIFICATIONS
All modifications noted on IEPS 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 26 days 1 hour per period

 

TECHNOLOGY USE

1. Student Writing Center
2. Internet sites for research of owl pellets: http://nova.bsuvc.bsu.edu/home/smransom/owls.html
 

