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OVERVIEW

This rainforest unit is an integrated summer reading program designed to reinforce language arts skills with an emphasis on reading and writing. The summer program is designed to help students at risk meet the N.Y. State standards.  This unit is literature based and spans a period of four weeks incorporating reading, writing, and technology skills for students who have just completed grades one through five. It will also expose the students to the geographical and scientific significance of a rainforest habitat.  

This theme based approach to learning a broad topic allows students functioning at a wide variety of levels to work together cooperatively, learn from each other, and have fun together.  At risk readers take on the role of the "mentor" or "teacher" when paired with younger students and they are then able to build their self-esteem.  These students are rarely able to be the experts with their peer group so this becomes a very positive experience for all the children.  In addition, the younger students love the attention from their older classmates.  All aspects of the summer program center around the rainforest theme including reading, writing, listening, and speaking projects, art activities, guest readers, and even snacks are woven into the theme.  

"Under the Canopy" is sure to be a swinging good time for all!

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

The summer school schedule consists of 16 three-hour sessions during which our learning experiences(LE) will be presented.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Day 1

LE-Sensing the Rainforest

Snack-Rainforest Café-fruits


Day 2

LE-Layers of the Rainforest

Snack-"Dirt" chocolate pudding


Day 3

LE-Creating a Mural of Plant Life

Snack-Jungle Grub


Day 4

LE -Creating a Mural of Animal Life

Snack-Ants on a Log



Day 5

LE -Letter Writing (fact finding on endangered species)

Snack-Pineapple Upside Down Cupcakes


Day 6

LE -Letter Writing Activity to Rainforest Organizations

Snack-Fruit Loops


Day 7

LE -Poster of Endangered Animals

Snack-Vanilla Pudding Cups


Day 8

LE -"Under the Canopy" newspaper articles

Snack-Poppy Seed Muffins



Day 9

LE –“ABC" Book-Researching animals

Snack-Leopard Cookies
Day 10

LE -"ABC" Book -layout for finished pages

Snack-Fig Newtons
Day 11

LE –Weather in the Rainforest

Snack-Fruit Slushies
Day 12

LE -Monkey Business

Snack-Monkey Face Cookies



Day 13

LE –Products of the Rainforest-Researching products

Snack-Tapioca Pudding
Day 14

LE -Products of the Rainforest-Writing descriptive poetry

Snack-Fruit Salad
Day 15

LE -We're All Connected- Food Web - Great Kapok Tree
Snack-Tropical Trail Mix
Day 16

LE -Creative Dramatics-“How Many Spots Does a Leopard Have?"

Snack-Banana Boats

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 Identifies rainforest habitats
 Defines what makes up a rainforest and where they are located

 Understands the interrelationship of layers
 Creates a large mural with descriptions of plants/animals 

 Identifies specific plants/animals of the rainforest 
 Compiles descriptive animal reports in an ABC book of the rainforest

 Recognizes rainforest plants and animals are being destroyed
 Creates a newspaper with wanted posters and news articles of endangered species

 Explores the resources of the rainforest
 Creates a poem or riddle about a rainforest product 

 Discovers our part in preserving the rain forest and its resources
 Writes a letter for more information on preserving the rainforest 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· What is the importance of rainforests?

· What plants and animals can be found in rainforests?

· How can endangered species of plants and animals in the rainforests be protected?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
 
Mathematics, Science, and Technology

Standard 2: Information Systems Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies. 

Standard 4: Science Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and theories pertaining to the physical setting and living environment and recognize the historical development of ideas in science. 

English Language Arts

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 

Standard 2: Language for Literacy Response and Expression Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent.  As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation. 

Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction. Students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for effective social communication with a wide variety of people. As readers and listeners, they will use the social communications of others to enrich their understanding of people and their views. 

The Arts
Standard 1: Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Arts Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the arts (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts) and participate in various roles in the arts. 

Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources Students will be knowledgeable about and make use of the materials and resources available for participation in the arts in various roles. 

Social Studies

Standard 3: Geography Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the independent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the earth's surface. 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

Sensing the Rain Forest


Students will experience the rainforest through various media using their five senses.  To create a sense of background of the rainforest, the students will listen to a prerecorded tape of rainforest sounds.  The students will then be directed to look at a KWL chart to record what sounds they have heard and what animals and plants might live in this habitat. 

Then the students will record reactions to the touch, smell, and taste of several rainforest products that the teacher has assembled.  Possible choices from the rainforest would include bananas, avocados, chicle, cashew nuts, vanilla, and items made from rubber. The students will then record reactions to several of these items by recording a descriptive word on a post-it note to attach next to the item.

The teacher will employ the use of a LCD projector to allow the group to view actual close up photographs of the rainforest from an Internet site www.animalsoftherainforest.org/. The students will continue to record observations and list recognizable items in the rainforest as they see how the habitat of a rainforest looks at each of the different layers.

Students will return to the KWL chart to complete the final column about what they have learned through observations utilizing their five senses.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Layers of the Rainforest

Purpose:  Students will view and discriminate between the various layers of the rainforest.

Materials:  Computers, web site listings, art supplies, sample flap book

Procedure:  Using the LCD projector the students will explore and view each layer of the rainforest.  They will also determine the quantity of sunlight and rainfall amounts that are received each day.  The students will then observe the impact of sunlight and rainfall from the information derived to determine how it effects each layer and makes the environment meet the description of what a rainforest is.  Students will sort plant and animal names into the four layers to include in their own rainforest flap book with each page representing one layer of the rainforest.  Pages in the flap book will be of graduated heights to focus on the plant and animal life of each layer.

Closure:  Students will make comparisons on different layers of the rainforest.

Assessment:  Checklist chart for completing a flap book

Standards:  ELA 1, ELA 4, ART 1, SS 3, MST 4

Creating a Mural of Plant Life

Purpose:  Students will be introduced to the various layers that exist in a rainforest habitat and identify plant and animal life in each particular layer. 

Materials: Book Rain Forest Secrets by Arthur Dorros, mural paper, art materials, computers, Quick Take camera

Procedure:  The teacher will introduce the lesson by reading Rain Forest Secrets and pausing at each layer to allow time for the students to draw in plants for each successive layer until all four layers are completed.  Students will then look up specific plants on the Internet and draw a depiction of that plant.  The student will then write a short description of that plant, type it on the computer and attach it to the mural next to the appropriate plant. The teacher will take pictures with the Quick Take camera to record the sequence of growth of the rainforest layers for later viewing.

Closure:  Teacher will view each plant listing that was included on the mural with the class and have the student share the information with the class in a short oral presentation.

Assessment:  Plant and Animal Summary Rubric

Standards:  ART 2, ELA 1, ELA 2

Animals of the Rain Forest

Purpose:  Students will identify the animals that live in the rainforest and their needs for survival.

Materials:  Mural paper, art materials, collection of books about the rainforest, computer, Quick Take camera

Procedure:  Using the A to Z list of rainforest animals, each student selects one animal from the list.  The student will then research the animal on the Internet and add information researched from the rainforest book collection in the classroom.  Each student will then create a model of the animal using construction paper.  The student will place the animal at the appropriate layer on the rain forest mural.  The student will also write a short description about the animal and type it on the computer.  They will attach the completed summary on the mural next to the animal. The teacher could utilize the Quick Take camera and record new additions to the mural to create a sequencing of the construction of the mural for viewing when the mural is complete. 

Closure:  Teacher will view each animal listing that was included on the mural with the class and have the students share what they learned with the class in a short oral presentation. 

Assessment: Plant and Animal Summary Rubric

Standards:  ELA 1, ELA 2, ART 2

Letters to Rain Forest Organizations

Purpose:  Each student will write a letter to an organization that is protecting endangered animals and plants in the rainforest.

Materials:  Print Shop, Publisher, Microsoft Works, addresses of rainforest organizations, letter format, and computers

Procedure:  Students will choose an organization from a list provided by the teacher.  They will draft a letter asking questions about the rainforest and what they can do to help.  The student will proofread his/her letter with the help of the teacher and review that all parts of the letter have been included.  Letters will be graded on a rubric. 

Closure: Letters will be shared in class and mailed in hopes of a reply.

Assessment:  Rubric for letter writing

Standards:  ELA 1, ELA 4, MST 2, SS 3

Wanted Posters

Purpose:  Students will create a Wanted Poster to focus on needs of individual animals to survive in a habitat that is being destroyed.

Materials:  Computers for research, list of web sites, art supplies

Procedure:  Using the animal that they have previously researched, students will use the computer through Internet sites to research the animal that is endangered by destruction of the habitat and other needs that they require to survive destruction of the rainforests. They will create a poster format to show what the specific animal needs would be for food and a home.  A poster will then be generated to illustrate what items need to be included for the animal to survive.

Closure:  Students will read their list of animal needs in a guessing game arrangement to have other students determine which animal is being described and then share their completed poster with the group.

Assessment:  Rubric for Poster Activity

Standards:  ART 2, ELA 1, ELA 4, SS 3

Newspaper – “Under the Canopy”

Purpose:  Students will write an article of interest about the rainforest to create a collection of information to publish into a newspaper.

Materials:  Publisher, computers, large blank newsprint sheets

Procedure:  Students will work in small groups [in the summer school program, younger students will be paired with older students].  As a team they will write an article about a topic that they have researched on the Internet about a part of the rainforest.  As articles are completed in rough draft form, they will be proofread, and typed on the computer.  Then, all articles will be arranged onto a blank newspaper sheet to form a newspaper or a computer generated program may be utilized to set up the newspaper for the older students.

Closure:  Students will have acquired firsthand experience in producing a newspaper to share with classmates.  Newspapers could also be sold with the proceeds collected and sent to a rainforest preservation organization.

Assessment:  Rubric for Newspaper Article Information

Standards:  ELA 4, MST 4

ABC Book-Colors of the Rain Forest

Purpose:  Students will create an ABC book format to provide information about various animals living in the rainforest.  Students will research information and complete a poem outline.

Materials:  List of animals A-Z from the rain forest, computer, Internet sites

Procedure:  Students will select an animal from the A-Z listing provided.  They will research information on the Internet to complete a poem outline.  Students will respond to the phrase “Monkey, monkey what do you see? I see a _____, ____, ____ looking at me” and fill in the blanks with the color, movement, name of the animal they researched.  The children will also illustrate their poem by making a likeness of the animal.  Pages will then be laminated and bound together for a collaborative book to share with parents and friends.

Closure:  Students will share their descriptive writing of rainforest animals by matching the descriptions with the pictures of each animal.

Assessment:  Informal Assessment

Standards:  ELA 2, ART 1

Weather in the Rainforest

Purpose:  The student will be exposed to literature using a computer generated story.

Materials:  Wiggle Works program, computers, Internet weather sites for area rainfall amounts

Procedure:  The student will log onto the computer to the Wiggle Works program.  The student will then select the menu which corresponds to the story Amazon Sun, Amazon Rain and make the appropriate selection.  Following the lesson, the student will do a cause and effect activity to see how the weather affects life in the rain forest.  Students may then chart the amount of rainfall and sunlight received in rainforest habitats on a daily and yearly scale and compare this with the amount of rainfall and sunlight they receive where they live.

Closure:  Students will employ the use of a graphic organizer to chart the amount of sunlight and rainfall in each layer of the rainforest.  

Assessment:  Informal question answer assessment

Standards:  ELA 4, MST 2

Monkey Business

Purpose:  To determine the difference between arboreal (live in trees) and terrestrial (live on ground) monkeys in the rainforest.

Materials:  Books from the rainforest book collection, computers, encyclopedia sites, internet site (www.birminghamzoo.com/ao/primates.htm), checklist of arboreal and terrestrial traits for monkeys, LCD projector

Procedure:  Students will use the Internet site to choose a particular monkey to research.  The student will then research the particular physical characteristics of the monkey and determine whether it is an arboreal or terrestrial monkey by matching the characteristics with a checklist provided by the teacher.  The teacher will also display various Internet pictures of monkeys using the LCD projector.  The student will then write a descriptive summary listing the specific characteristics and provide an illustration of the monkey to share with the class.

Closure: Students will have a better understanding of the different characteristics of animals depending upon whether they are arboreal or terrestrial. 

Assessment:  Informal Writing Checklist

Standards: ELA1

Product Poems

Purpose:  To provide a better understanding of the many products that originate from the rainforest and our reliance on the rainforest as a supplier of these items.

Materials:  List of products from the rainforest, computers Internet site listings

Procedure:  Students will select one item from the list of products.  They will then research the use of the product to become familiar with its usage.  The student will then use descriptive words to complete an original poem and give a more specific description of the item.  When the poem is complete, the student will type the poem for display and illustrate the product as it is used.

Closure:  Students will realize how detrimental it is to the rainforest habitat for people to be dependent on rainforest products.

Assessment:  Poetry Rubric and Descriptive Writing Assessment

Standards:  ELA 2, MST 2, SS 3

We’re All Connected

Purpose: To investigate the interrelationship between the plants and animals in the rainforest and their dependence on each other.

Materials: Book The Great Kapok Tree, Video “Passport to the Rainforest” (Part 2 The Rainforest Food Web), graphic organizers

Procedure:  The students will listen to a reading of The Great Kapok Tree by the teacher.  Following the story, they will record on a graphic organizer the connections between different plants and animals as they form a food chain/web.  The students will then watch the video “Passport to the Rainforest” to gain a better understanding of the many connections and interdependence of plants and animals in the rainforest.  The students will then use the notes contained in their graphic organizers to write a journal entry about a food web and the specific species that are included in it.

Closure:  Students will gain a more complete understanding of the connection of particular species of plants and animals in a food web.

Assessment: Writing Conference Checklist

Standards:  ELA 2, MST 4  

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 

 Creative Dramatics for How Many Spots Does A Leopard Have?

Purpose:  To share understanding of the animals in the rainforest.  Students will reenact a play about the ways in which the animals live together.

Materials:  Digital camera, art supplies for masks, script of the play “How Many Spots Does A Leopard Have?” (Integrated Theme Units, Scholastic, Inc., 1993)

Procedure:  Students will read through various roles/character parts with the teacher.  Students will then select parts and practice their lines of their chosen character.  They will then recreate a drawing of a likeness of their animal and create a three dimensional mask which will be worn in the play.  Students will work together to present the play to peers and parents during the parent program.

Closure: In preparation for the final unit activity, the students will have a better awareness and understanding of the plight of animals and plants living in the rainforest habitat

Assessment:  Listening/Speaking Checklist

Standards:  ART 1, ELA 2

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

 
Students will be expected to be familiar with basic computer use such as logging in and out, selecting the appropriate program for the assignment, as well as using Internet sites to research topics for information.  Students will also be expected to engage in cooperative learning groups and be a part of several group activities that will take place in the unit. 

 

ASSESSMENTS


In addition to the rubrics for the various activities in this unit, a variety of informal assessments will also be used throughout this unit. 

Rubrics included are:

· Poetry Rubric
· Creative Writing Rubric
· Poster Rubric
· Letter Writing Rubric

· Plant and Animal Summary Rubric

· Newspaper Rubric

Informal assessments included are:

· Writing Conference Sheet

· Group Discussion: Listening/Speaking Checklist
· Computer Skills Checklist

· Flapbook Checklist

RUBRICS

PRIVATE

Poetry

Rubric 
Creative Writing 

Rubric 
Poster

Rubric

4
*Tells four things about what he/she is presenting

*Shows what he/she is presenting

*Looks at audience when sharing

*Starts when people are listening


*Focuses on assigned topic

*Combines ideas and uses a variety of sentences

*Uses many details and descriptions

*Writing goes above and beyond what is assigned 
*Art work is neat, appropriate size, with a wide variety of color

*Printing is neat and appropriate size for project

*Theme is clearly evident in poster

*Each part of assignment is shown in poster 

 

3
*Tells three things about what he/she is presenting

*Shows what he/she is presenting

*Looks at the audience when sharing

*Starts when people are listening
*May focus on assigned topic

*Contains sentences

*Uses adequate details and descriptions

*Writing completes assignment


*Most of the art work is neat, with some variation in size, few colors

*Most of the printing is neatly done and appropriate size

*Theme is evident in poster

*One to two parts of the assignment left out of poster

 

 

2
*Tells two things about what he/she is presenting

*Plays with what he/she is presenting and sometimes shows item

*Looks at the audience half the time when sharing

*Starts before people are listening


*Attempts to focus on assigned topic

*May contain sentences and phrases

*Uses few details and descriptions

*May not complete assignment


*Art work is complete, but blurred/smudged in places

*Only 2-3 colors used, size of some components inappropriate

*Theme of poster is unclear

*Many parts of assignment missing 

 

1
*Tells one thing about what he/she is presenting

*Plays with item being presented & doesn't show it

*Never looks at the audience when sharing

*Starts before people are listening


*Does not focus on assigned topic

*Contains phrases and unrelated words

*Does not include description and details

*Does not complete assignment 
*Art work is messy, inappropriate size, and only 1-2 colors

*Some of the printing is illegible

*Theme is unclear or inappropriate for message

*Major components of assignment are missing

Letter Writing Rubric

4

· Followed business letter format

· Requested all information and asked for other information 

· Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has few if any errors

· Envelope has no errors

3

· Followed business letter format

· Requested all information

· Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has few errors but does not impact meaning

· Envelope has few errors

2

· Omitted no more that two parts of business letter

· Requested some of the information

· Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has some errors that may interfere with the meaning

· Envelope has some errors 

1

· Omitted several parts of the business letter

· Requested little of the information

· Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has many errors that interfere with the meaning

· Envelope has many errors or is not included

Plant and Animal Summary Rubric

4

·   Tells six or more facts about plant/animal
·   Speakers look at audience and start when people are listening
·   Display includes completed artwork of plant/animal
·   Summary is concise and well written
·   Members show what is being presented
·   All members of the group actively participate
3

·   Tells at least five facts about plant/animal

·   Speakers look at audience and start when people are listening

·   Display includes artwork of plant/animal

·   Summary provides some information about the plant/animal

·   Members show what is being presented

·   All members of the group participate

2

·   Tells four facts about the plant/animal

·   Speakers do not look at audience and start when people aren't listening

·   Display includes incomplete artwork of plant/animal

·   Members are distracted during the presentation

·   Summary is limited in its description

·   Most members of the group participate 

1

·   Tells three or fewer facts about the plant/animal

·   Speakers never look at audience and start when people aren't listening

·   Display includes incomplete representation of plant/animal

·   Members do not stay on topic

·   Summary of plant/animal is not included

·   Some members of the group do not engage in the activity

Newspaper Writing Rubric
4

· Focuses on selected topic

· Combines many ideas and uses a variety of sentences

· Uses excellent spelling and grammar

· Information very complete

3

· Adequate focus of selected topic

· Contains some ideas and uses adequate sentences

· Uses good spelling and grammar

· Information complete

2

· Needs more focus on selected topic

· Contains few ideas and uses few sentences

· Uses fair spelling and grammar

· Information incomplete

1

· Lacks focus on specific topic

· Contains inadequate number of ideas and poor sentences

· Uses poor spelling and grammar

· No information found




Writing Conference 

Name  ______________________    Date ________

Circle Type of Writing

Letter                 Narrative                 Journal

 Graphic Organizer       Other _____________

I like…

I wonder…

Please work on…

Group Discussion

Listening/Speaking Checklist

Student Name

Listens to others
Looks at speaker
raises hand to speak
makes comments about topic



talks when others are speaking
does not look at speaker
interupts speaker
comments are not about topic

does not speak at all
other comments









































































































































































































































































































































































Computer Skills Checklist

Student Name

Type user name
Type password
Open word processing program
use word  art
can save new file
can save
print
close a file 
exit word processing program
open internet
go to web site 
open electronic encyclopediaaa
Log  off computer

































































































































































































































































































































































































Flap Book Checklist

Each of the following items should be included in the final Flap Book project.



_____ Includes details on each of the four layers 



_____ Includes pictures of at least four plants 



_____ Includes pictures of at least four animals



_____ Depiction of plants and animals accurate


_____ Includes heights of each layer

_____ Color selections accurate
 

TOTAL _____

6 Checks = Excellent  

5 Checks = Very Good  

4 Checks = Good

3 Checks = Fair

2 Checks = Poor

1 Check = Needs to do over

ASSESSMENT MODIFICATIONS

Teacher could adjust assignments as needed depending upon the type of learner in the classroom.  Possible modifications include but would not be limited to the following options:

· Assignments can be shortened and completed with a partner.

· Support could be provided through the assistance of the Title One Reading teacher, LD teacher, teaching assistant, parent volunteer, or high school mentor.

· Modifications for any student with an I.E.P. will be made according to that plan.

TECHNOLOGY USE

Implementation of the following technology resources are contained throughout this unit:

· Computers with internet access

· Quick Take Digital camera

· LCD projector

· A variety of software including 

· Microsoft Works

· Microsoft Word

· Wiggle Works

· The Magic School Bus in the Rainforest

· Microsoft Publisher

· Print Shop
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 Communications, Inc., 1996. Phone: (800)-321-1832.

.

Teacher Resources

Integrated Theme Units, Scholastic, Inc., 1993.
Life in the Rain Forest, Newbridge Communications, Inc., 1993.

Magic School Bus Activity Guide, Scholastic, 1996.

“The Mailbox”. The Education Center Inc., June/July 1999. 

Rain Forest, Teacher Created Materials, Inc., 2000.

Rain Forests, Wildlife Conservation Society, 1995.

Step Inside the Rain Forest, Macmillan, 1993.

Organizations

Conservation International



National Wildlife Federation

1015 18th St., N.W., Suite 1000


1412 Sixteenth St., N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20036



Washington, D.C.  20036

(202) 429-5660




(202) 797–6800

Rainforest Action Network



World Wildlife Fund

300 Broadway #28




1250 24th St., N.W.

San Francisco, CA 94133



Washington, D.C. 20037

(415) 398-4404




(202) 293-4800

Rainforest Alliance




National Audubon Society

295 Madison Ave. Suite 1804



645 Penn. Ave., S.E.

New York, N.Y. 10017



Washington, D.C. 20003

(212) 677-1900

Sierra Club





Friends of the Earth

Information Services




530 7th St., S.E.

720 Polk St.




            Washington, D.C. 20003

San Francisco, CA 94009

TERRA International




Greenpeace

P.O. Box 18391




1611 Conn. Ave., N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20036



Washington, D.C. 20009

The Children’s Rainforest



The Nature Conservancy

PO Box 936





1785 Mass. Ave., N.W.

Lewiston, ME 04240




Washington, D.C. 20036

Nature Conservancy’s

Adopt-an-Acre project

1-800-84-ADOPT

APPENDIX

(additional materials used in the lessons)

MONKEY TRAITS

Arboreal Adaptations


Terrestrial Adaptations
grasping tail





large or heavy body

balancing tail





long legs

hooked claws





hooves

light body





strong back legs

short legs





claws for digging

ability to glide





padded feet

grasping toes





large flat feet

long arms





walks upright

grasping hands

suction cups/toe pads

eyes in front of face

Rain Forest Animals A-Z

Anaconda






Boa Constrictor

Chimpanzee






Dung Beetle 

Electric Eel






Fer-de-lance

Gorilla






Hoatzin

Iguana






Jaguar

Kinkajou






Lemur

Mata Mata






Neon Tetra

Ocelot






Peccary

Quetzal






Rhinoceros Beetle

Sloth







Tapir

Uakari Monkey





Ulysses Butterfly

Vampire Bat






Vine Snake

Worm Lizard





Xenosaur

Yellowed-eared Parrot




Zebra Butterfly

Products of the Rainforest

Foods

-banana

-Brazil nut

-cashew

-chocolate

-coffee

-coconut

-guava

-lemon

-mango

-orange

-papaya

-peanut

-pineapple

-tea

-yam

Spices
-allspice

-black pepper

-cayenne

-chili pepper

-cinnamon

-cloves

-ginger

-nutmeg

-paprika

-vanilla

Woods
-balsa

-brazilwood

-mahogany

-rosewood

-sandalwood

-teak

Other Products
-bamboo

-banana oil

-chewing gum

(from chicle)

-coconut oil

-jute

-palm oil

SUPPLEMENTAL ACTIVITIES

These additional activities are here only as suggestions to round out a fun filled summer program for children of all ages.  While this unit provides the framework for our learning experiences, many other activities are woven into each three-hour session.

Daily activities include:

· Mystery Box

· Guest readers

· Journal Writing

· Parent Letter (composed daily with the children as a way to review the days activities and to be used a springboard for communication at home about the day)

· Guided reading

· Partner reading

· Shared reading

· Poem of the day

· Riddle of the day

· RAH (Read At Home)

· Theme related snack

Other activities throughout the summer:

· Thank you letters to guest readers

· Parent Program including an Open House, Student Program,  Parent Information, and book give away

· Walking Field Trip to the Public Library
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