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OVERVIEW

This unit will focus on the different patriotic symbols and what each one represents.

This was created because of the events that happened on September 11, 2001.  After reviewing the events of September 11th, it became apparent that the students had confusion as to the significance of landmarks in New York City and Washington.  We realized as teachers the importance of our American Heritage and what it means to be an American.  The patriotism that has encompassed our nation since that horrific day has brought around a renewed love and allegiance to our wonderful country.  As teachers, we wanted to embrace this unification and pass it on to our children.  We want the children to know what each patriotic symbol looks like and what it also represents.  

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

Recognize the different patriotic symbols
Research different patriotic symbols

Understand what each patriotic symbol means
Scan and save a drawing onto the computer

Write about the who, what, when of the patriotic symbol




Writes a report for a PowerPoint presentation

To nurture pride in the U.S. and its heritage
Reading stories and researching websites on the Internet

To provide background information about selected patriotic symbols
Explore the historical significance and background of a symbol

To perpetuate the knowledge that these symbols should be appreciated and respected by U.S. citizens


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What are some Patriotic Symbols of America?

Why do we have these Patriotic Symbols?

What do these Patriotic Symbols mean to you?

Why are you proud to be an American?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS

English Language Arts

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and

write for information and understanding.. 

. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

Listening and reading to acquire information and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.  Students will gather and interpret information from children's reference books, textbooks, audio and media presentations select and use strategies they have been taught for notetaking, organizing, and make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print. 

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

Speaking and writing to acquire and interpret information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly.  Students will present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts and written presentations, use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process"), observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms. 

Standard 2: Language for Literacy Response and Expression Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the historical dimensions the texts represent. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending and interpreting texts and recognizing the historical features of the text.  Students will read a variety of literature of different genres: picture books; poems; articles and stories and compare those features to evaluate literary meaning 

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations to the content and language of a text.  Students will create their own stories, poems, and songs using the elements of the literature they have read and observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, and punctuation. 

Mathematics, Science, and Technology

Standard 2: Information Systems Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.
Elementary - Information Systems 

Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.  Students will use a variety of equipment and software packages to enter, process, display, and communicate information on different forms, using text, tables, pictures, and sound access needed information from printed media, and electronic data bases.  Students will use a computer or library resource to find information on a topic of interest to an individual student or a small group of students.

Social Studies 

Standard 1: History of the United States and New York Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.

The study of New York and United States history requires an analysis of the development of American culture, its diversity context, and the ways people are unified by many values, practices, and traditions.

INITIATING ACTIVITY

Proud To Be An American

Purpose:

Students will experience the patriotism of America through symbols identified through history.

Standards:

ELA #1, SS #1

Materials:

Chart paper, markers, LCD projector, computer, Internet, KWL chart, patriotic music, tape player

1. Students will first brainstorm different patriotic symbols of America. 

2. The teacher will display them on a chart.  

3. The class will be given dictionaries to look up the word patriotic for clarification.  

4. The teacher will play patriotic songs as patriotic symbols are displayed on the LCD screen.

5. The students will then be directed to look at a KWL chart to record what prior knowledge they have about these symbols.

6. The teacher will employ the use of a LCD projector to allow the class to view actual close up photographs of the patriotic symbols from an Internet site (www.kidport.com).

7. The students will then be given a picture of a symbol of America and instructed to fill out more of the KWL chart on what they would like to learn from this symbol.

Closure:

The class will sing patriotic songs.

Assessment:

Completion of the first two columns on the KWL chart

K-W-L

What I Know
What I Want                                                           To Know                      
What I

Learned





LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Learning Experience #1: Computer Research Card

Purpose:

Students will be introduced to the use of a Computer Research Card to help them locate accessible areas to search for information.

Standards:

ELA #1

Materials:

Computer Research Card Outline, Computers with Internet and World Book

Procedure:

1. The teacher will handout the Computer Research Card Outline. 

2. Then the teacher will go over the card with the class.  

3. The students will discuss possible key words to use in their search subject. 

4. The teacher will also give them the addresses of sites to visit.  

5. The last list will be used for the student to list what sites they found useful for the future references.

Closure: 

Each student will demonstrate that they can locate a site to get information for their topic.

Assessment:

Completion of a Computer Research Card

Computer Research Card


Name________________________________

Topic_______________________________

Use this card to plan your research on the computer.

Keywords for search:

1. ________________________

2. ________________________
3. ________________________
4. ________________________
5. ________________________
Possible sites to look in:

1. _______________________________________

2. _______________________________________

3. _______________________________________
4. _______________________________________
5. _______________________________________
List sites you found helpful for future references:

1. _______________________________________
2. _______________________________________
3. _______________________________________
4. _______________________________________
5. _______________________________________
Learning Experience #2: Getting the Patriotic Facts

Purpose:
Students will be introduced to (or choose) a specific patriotic symbol and write an 

informational piece on their symbol.  Students will also draw a picture of the symbol that they chose to write about.  This picture will be used in a later lesson with the PowerPoint Presentation.

Standards:
MST #2, ELA #1

Materials:

Books, Computer web site listings, and world book, information form to fill out, paper, markers, crayons

Procedure: 

1. The teacher will introduce the lesson by reading a book or books that illustrate and inform the students on some of the patriotic symbols. 

2.  Students will then look up their specific symbol on the Internet and answer pertinent questions on the history of the symbol and how it was selected and what it represents.  

3.  The student will then write a short description of that symbol, draw a picture of the symbol and then type it on the computer and save it for a PowerPoint presentation at a later date. 

4.  Students will finish the KWL chart with information they have gathered.

Closure:

Using the facts and information researched, each student will share the information with the class in a short oral presentation.

Assessment: 

Rubric for a written summary and a computer check list.

Computer Check List

Computer Skills Checklist

Student Name
Type user name
Type password
Open word processing program
open internet
go to web site
open encyclo-pedia
Log  off computer





















































































































































































Name___________________

My Patriotic Symbol Planner

Name of Symbol_____________________________

What are some facts about your symbol?





Where is it located?





How did it become a symbol?











Who created it?






Summary Writing Rubric

4

*Clearly focuses on selected topic

*Combines many ideas and uses a variety of sentences

*Uses excellent spelling and grammar

*Information very complete

3

*Adequate focus of selected topic

*Contains some ideas and uses adequate sentences

*Uses good spelling and grammar

*Information complete

2

*Needs more focus on selected topic

*Contains few ideas and uses few sentences

*Uses fair spelling and grammar

*Information incomplete

1

*Lacks focus on specific topic

*Contains inadequate number of ideas and poor sentences

*Uses poor spelling and grammar

*No information found

Learning Experience  #3 The White House Tour
Purpose:

Students will discover what some of the rooms in the White House look like.

Standards:

MST #2, ELA #1

Materials:

Tour sheet, Computers with Internet, pencils

Procedure:

1. Students will log onto the Internet.

2. Students should go to “bookmarks” and log onto www.whitehousekids.gov.

3. Students should click on “Spotty’s White House Tour.”

4. Students will read the paragraph of information about each room on the floors open to the public and answer the questions on the Tour Sheet.

Closure:

After all students have been able to view the White House Tour, then students will share their answers together in a group setting.

Assessment:

Rubric for the Tour Sheet and a Computer Checklist found after the lesson “Getting the Patriotic Facts.”

Rubric for the Tour Sheet

4
3
2
1

Answers 7-8 questions correctly.
Answers 5-6 questions correctly.
Answers 3-4 questions correctly.
Answers only 1-2 questions correctly.

Name_______________________________

Center #7


White House Tour

1.Vermeil Room – What happens to the objects in this room?

2.Green Room – What covers the walls in this room?

3.Red Room – What was the new dessert First Lady Dolley Madison served at her parties?

4.State Room – How many guests can be seated at dinner?

5.East Room – What painting is hanging in this room?

6.China Room – What is in this room?

7.Library – What should you do in this room?

8.Blue Room- What shape is this room?

Learning Experience #4: Book Summary

Purpose:

Students will be able to show their understanding of the story and give a personal reaction to a book.

Standards:

ELA #1

Materials:

Story, paper, pencils, and QAD organizer

Procedure:

The class will read a book depicting America’s pride.  In the book summary it asks for special information.  The information will answer these questions:

1. What is the title, author, setting and main character(s)?

2. What is the book about?

3. Why do you like (or dislike) this book?  Do you have support from the book for your reaction?

The students will use a Q-A-D to help them plan out the answers to the three questions.  Then you are ready to write a book summary.

Closure:

Students will utilize their notes from the QAD for a written product retelling the book summary and their reaction.

Assessment:

Rubric for book summary writing


Question
Answer
Details





BOOK SUMMARY   (K-2)

Task Component
4 Points Each
3 Points Each
2 Points Each
1  Point Each

Information


Clearly states the title, author, setting and main characters with no assistance.
Clearly states the title, author, setting and main characters with little assistance.
Clearly states some of the components requested (title, author, setting, main characters).
Does not state the title, author, setting and main characters.

Summary
Clearly gives a detailed account of the main idea, sequence of events or problem-solution found in the book.
Gives a detailed account of the main idea but has some errors or missing details.
Needs some help in order to give an accurate account of the main idea, sequence of events or problem-solution.
Lacks an accurate account of the main idea, sequence of events, or the problem in the book.



Reaction
Clearly states a personal reaction to the book giving detailed support.
Clearly states a personal reaction to the book giving some support for the reaction.
Needs some help in order to give a personal reaction with support.
Even with help gives little or no support or reaction to the book.

Learning Experience #5 Proud Americans

Purpose:

Students will write about patriotism for America.

Standards:

ELA #1

Materials:

Paper, pencils, computers with word processing program

Procedure:

1. Students will be asked to brainstorm words they think of when they hear the words, “I’m proud to be an American.”

2. Students will write about why they are proud to be an American, what does it mean to be an American and how have the events of September 11th affected their lives?

3. Students will write a rough draft and then proofread it with another student.

4. Students will share their story with the teacher and correct the errors.

5. Students will type their completed stories on the computer and then print.

Closure:

Students will share their stories with the class.

Assessment:

A rubric for writing and for speaking will be used to assess each student.

Speaking Rubric

4
3
2
1

*Looks at the audience when speaking

*Keeps the students attention when speaking.


*Looks at the audience when speaking

*Most of the time the speaker keeps the audience's attention.
*Looks at the audience part of the time.

*Speaker does not connect with the audience.
*Doesn't look at the audience.

*The speaker does not hold the audience’s attention.

Summary Writing Rubric

4

*Focuses on selected topic

*Combines many ideas and uses a variety of sentences

*Uses excellent spelling and grammar

*Information very complete

3

*Adequate focus of selected topic

*Contains some ideas and uses adequate sentences

*Uses good spelling and grammar

*Information complete

2

*Needs more focus on selected topic

*Contains few ideas and uses few sentences

*Uses fair spelling and grammar

*Information incomplete

1

*Lacks focus on specific topic

*Contains inadequate number of ideas and poor sentences

*Uses poor spelling and grammar

*No information found

Learning Experience #6 The Star Spangled Scanner

Purpose:

Students will be able to scan a drawing he/she creates of a patriotic symbol and then save it to a file.

Standards:

 MST #2

Materials:

Students drawing, computer, scanner, written directions

Procedure:

1. Students will view a demonstration of a picture being scanned into the computer via a scanner.

2. Then students will observe a picture being saved into a file.

3. Students will then follow the written directions of placing their picture into a scanner. They will use the mouse to highlight the icon on the computer screen for the scanner.

4. Students will observe the picture being scanned.

5. Students will then follow the directions of opening the program Microsoft Word and going to the file insert.  They will need to go to from file click on it and proceed to bring up the picture.

6. Then students will be asked to save the picture to the H-file to save in their file.

Closure:

Students will share completed projects with teacher.

Assessment:

Students are able to correctly scan, save and then print a copy of their Patriotic Symbol.

Directions for Scanning your Patriotic Symbol

1. Sign onto the computer.

2. Go to the “Scanner Folder,” and double click on it.

3. Click on HP Precision Scanner.

4. Click on the Scan Title at the top of the page.

5. Go to “Preview,” and click on it.

Your picture should have scanned.

To Save Your Picture

1. Click on the Scan folder at the top of the page.

2. Go to “Save As,” and click on “Scan the entire glass.”

3. Save as a “Jpeg Image” file.

4.  Go to the “H” drive.  

5.  Click on your name. 

6.  Name your file.

7.  Press “Save.”

To Open Your File and Print Your Picture

1. Open Microsoft Word.

2. Go to the “Insert Tab” at the top of the page.

3. Click on “picture.”

4. Click on “from file.”

5. Your file name should come up, click on it and then it should open the file.

6. Go to the File Tab at the top of the page.

7. Click on “Print.”

Congratulations, you should have your picture!

Learning Experience #7 View This PowerPoint

Purpose:

Students will learn how to use the program PowerPoint.  Students will learn to individualize a slide in the PowerPoint Program.

Standards:

MST #2

Materials:

Computer, PowerPoint Program

Procedure:

1.  Each student will be asked to view a demonstration PowerPoint slide on a computer.  2.  Then each student will be asked to input his or her name onto a slide to learn how to individualize a slide in the PowerPoint Program.

3.  Students will need to follow the “Directions for Creating a PowerPoint Slide.”

Closure:

Students will learn how to format information into the PowerPoint Program to create their own personal slides.

Assessment:

Successful completion of a slide for the PowerPoint Program.

Directions for Creating a PowerPoint Slide

1. Students will click on the program “PowerPoint.”

2. Then they should click on a blank presentation.

3. Students should then click on the slide selected by the teacher.

4. Students will click on title and input their name and title of their slide.

5. Students will then click on the picture and then go to the file “insert.”

6. Students should select “from file.”

7. Then students should open their files and find the file that is their picture that they scanned on the previous lesson.

8. Students should click on the file mentioned above and open it.

9. Then the final step for creating their slide would be for the students to open Microsoft Word and open the file that contains their research they did on their patriotic symbol.  Then they should highlight the research.  Go to the file edit and click on copy.  The students should go back to the PowerPoint slide and go to edit and click on paste.

10. The slide should be completed.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE

The Picture Perfect Patriotic Party

Purpose:

Students will present their research about a patriotic symbol with the use of the program PowerPoint.  The students will partake in a patriotic party to culminate this unit.  

Standards:

ELA #1, SS #2

Materials:

Computer, disks, LCD projector, Internet, website www.kidport.com, star cookies, punch, red, white, and blue balloons

Procedure:

1. Students will retrieve their information about their patriotic symbol with the use of a computer and the program PowerPoint.  

2. Students will present their research about his/her Patriotic Symbol with the use of the program PowerPoint and a LCD projector.

3. Then each student will sign onto the computer and go to the bookmarked website, www.kidport.com.

4. The students will take a test on Patriotic Symbols of America.  The students will use the directions for taking an Internet Test.

5. The students will listen to patriotic music and complete the unit with a patriotic party.  

Closure:

Each student will log off of the computer.  The class will go over the answers to the questions in a whole group setting.

Assessment:

Students will take a test on Patriotic Symbols of America from the Internet site, www.kidport.com
Speaking Rubric

4
3
2
1

*Looks at the audience when speaking

*Keeps the students interested when speaking.


*Looks at the audience when speaking

*Most of the time the speaker keeps the audience's attention.
*Looks at the audience part of the time.

*Some of the time the speaker can keep the audience attention.
*Makes no contact with the audience.

*The speaker does not keep the audience attention.

Directions for Taking the Social Studies Test on the Internet

There are a total of twelve questions. 

1. Log onto the Internet and go to the website www.kidport.com.

2. Click on Grade K.

3. Click on Social Studies.

4. Click on American Symbols.

5. Answer the questions and click on reset after each question. 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

Students should know how to log onto the computer and to use Microsoft Word, the Internet, and World Book Encyclopedia.

MODIFICATIONS

Teacher would adjust assignments as needed depending upon the type of learner in the classroom.  Possible modifications would be:

· Assignments could be shortened and/or completed with a partner or in a group.

· Modifications for students with I.E.P.s would be made according to that plan.

· Support could be provided through the assistance of the Reading teacher, Library Media Specialist, Resource Room teacher, Occupational Therapist, Speech Therapist, teaching assistant, parent volunteer, or high school mentor. 

TECHNOLOGY USE

Implementation of the following technology resources are contained throughout this unit:

· Scanner

· PowerPoint

· Digital Camera

· Internet

· Microsoft Word

· Software-Encyclopedia 98

· LCD Projector

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

This unit would take approximately three weeks to complete allowing for individual time for independent work and completion of activities on the computer.
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REFLECTION


Since the tragic events of September 11th, we have seen patriotic symbols displayed everywhere.  We developed our unit to help students understand how these symbols express American pride during these recent events.  As the students spent time on these activities, they gained a better understanding of the relevance of this renewed patriotism. The students were able to make the connection between the symbols and the feeling of being a proud American. 

 The students identified with the realistic pictures displayed on various websites and then in developing their own slide in a PowerPoint presentation.  This unit required more attention to the use of technology through the use of the computer lab, locating websites, and learning how to prepare PowerPoint slides.  We felt that additional AIS support staff, library personnel, and teaching aides helped to facilitate this unit and provided more individual attention to students.
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