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OVERVIEW

This unit is designed to integrate language arts, social studies, math, science and technology with a fourth grade local history curriculum.  The purpose of this unit is to familiarize fourth grade students with the one-room schoolhouse and its connection to the growth of the present central school district. Using local documents, post cards, pictures, and maps gives the students practice in data based questions (DBQ) which is a necessary skill for the New York State Fifth Grade Social Studies Test.  The use of local documents and memorabilia helps history to come alive for the students.

This unit is designed to provide practice in English Language Arts and in math, as both areas are currently being tested by the state in fourth grade. In many areas the old one-room schoolhouses no longer exist. Others have been turned into cottages or homes with additions so you would not know a school once stood there. Students no longer have contact with the hardships and adventures of a one-room school.  

Information to teach this unit has been located in many areas.  Some great locations to search for local history documents on one-room schools include: local and school libraries; county, city and town clerk's offices, local museums; archives of local newspapers and senior citizens of the local communities.  For the purposes of this unit, documents were located at:

Cape Vincent Museum

City Clerk, City of Watertown

Community members from the town of Lyme and Cape Vincent

Flower Memorial Library, Watertown

Jefferson County Clerk

Town of Lyme Clerk

Lyme Central School Library

Lyme Free Library

Watertown Daily Times archives

Jefferson County Historical Society

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

Declarative 
Procedural 

Understand why local school districts needed many one room-school houses instead of one central school
 Use graphic organizers

Understand how education has evolved from the one-room school to the central schools of today
 Write trivia questions

Understand the "hardships" both students and teachers faced
 Use an old town map to determine distance

 
 Create a brochure in Publisher

 
 Use the scaffold created from the primary        local documents to write an essay

 
 Create a Power Point presentation

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

How did the education provided by the one-room schoolhouse change with the implementation of the central school district? 

What can you learn about local history by studying education past and present? 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARD
PRIVATE
Standard: ELA 1, 3, 4

Benchmarks: Students

· gather and interpret information from children’s reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams 

· select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another 

· select and use strategies they have been taught for note-taking, organizing, and categorizing information 

· ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 

· make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print 

· support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features 

· monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to meet criteria for competent performance 

· listen attentively and recognize when it is appropriate for them to speak 

· read and discuss published letters, diaries, and journal to learn the conventions of writings

Standard: MST 2, 3,7

Benchmarks: Students

· use a variety of equipment and software packages to enter, process, display, and communicate information in different forms using text, tables, pictures, and sound 

· access needed information from printed media 

· use models, facts, and relationships to draw conclusions about mathematics and explain their thinking 

· use patterns and relationships to analyze mathematical situations 

· justify their answers and solution processes 

· use logical reasoning to reach simple conclusions 

· use tables, charts, and graphs to display and analyze real-world data 

· collect and display data 

· use statistical methods such as graphs, tables, and charts to interpret data

Standard: SST 1,3,

Benchmarks: Students

· read maps and diagrams that serve as representations of places, physical features, and objects 

· gather and organize local history information 

· ask geographic questions about where places are located, why they are located where they are; what is important about their locations; and how their locations are related to the location of other people and places 

· visit historical sites, museums and libraries to gather information 

· listen and participate in classroom debates and discussions of important events in local history

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

The initiating activity will be a trip to a restored one-room schoolhouse in the area to simulate a traditional day.  Awareness will have taken place previously concerning attire worn during this period.  Students who wish to do so may dress in this fashion for this activity.  Students will be provided with a slate, chalk, and a journal for the day.  Students will provide a traditional lunch in a container from this time period.  To make the day as realistic as possible a few students from grades one through five will be invited to accompany the fourth graders. A former one-room schoolhouse teacher will conduct the class.  The students will take the video camera and digital cameras to record their day.

After the class has returned the students will discuss what they did and what they learned about life in a one-room schoolhouse.  An entry will be made in their journal. 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES


Learning Experience Number One

One Room Schoolhouse Map Lesson
Materials needed:

· Copy of the 1864 Town of Lyme Map

· Student worksheet as follows

· Magnifying glass or magnifying square for each pair of students

Directions:

(Day 1) Students will be given a copy of the Town of Lyme Map of 1864.  They will use a magnifier to aid the studying of the map. The students will work independently to locate the one-room schools on the map.  After completing this task, they will work with a partner to check their findings and discuss the area in which the school was located. At the end of the lesson the teacher will conduct an informal assessment by discussing what the students learned from the map.

(Day 2) The students will work in pairs to determine some questions from the map and yesterday's discussion might generate.  After fifteen minutes the students working individually, will be given a worksheet with questions to answer.  This worksheet will be graded by the following assessment.  All worksheets will be kept in a folder until the end of this unit.

Assessment:

The teacher will assess the worksheet through the use of the rubric.
Schoolhouse Map Questions

Use the worksheet to record your answers based on your map observations.

How many schoolhouses were in the district? __________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Were they all located in populated areas? ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Schoolhouse Map Rubric

4

The student has completed both questions with appropriate entries.

The student has answered using complete sentences.

The student has spelled most of the words correctly and correct grammar is used.

3

The student has completed both questions with appropriate entries.

Complete sentences are usually used to answer the questions.

A few words may not be spelled correctly and an error in grammar may be present.

2

There may be an inappropriate answer to the questions.

Complete sentences may not be used to answer the questions.

There are some misspelled words and some incorrect grammar.

1

There are inappropriate answers to the questions.

Complete sentences are not used to answer the questions.

There are many misspelled words and several grammar mistakes.

Learning Experience Number Two

Schoolhouse Locations, Distances and Times

Materials needed:

· Copy of  1864 Town of Lyme Map

· Student worksheet as follows

· Rulers

Directions:
(Day 1)  Students will work with a partner or in a cooperative group and use the 1864 Town of Lyme Map to answer the questions on the worksheet.  After completing the questions the class will discuss their results.

(Day 2) Students will again work with their partner or in their cooperative group to create their own questions, relating to schoolhouses, from the 1864 Town of Lyme Map.  Each group will then exchange their questions with another group.  The class will then discuss each question and answer.
Assessment:
The teacher will monitor and make informal assessments of the students’ progress and understanding while they are working in-groups and during the class discussion.  

Schoolhouse Locations, Distances and Times

Student Questions

Mr. Mayhew’s son attends Schoolhouse No. 14.  His school day begins at 8:20 AM and ends at 3:55 PM.

1. How far does he have to walk to get to and from school each day?  Explain how you got your answer.

2. How far would he walk to and from school in a week? 

______________________________________________________

3. How long is he in school each day? ________________________________________

4. It takes him 30 minutes to walk to school.  What time should he leave so he isn’t late 

to school?  ___________________________________________________________

5. What time does he get home from school? _________________________

______________________________________________________

Learning Experience Number Three

Lyme School District Essay Writing (DBQ)

Materials needed:

· Graphic organizer 

· Old newspaper articles or books on the Lyme School District from various sources (Such documents and books can be located at local and county museums, school, local and county libraries, and local newspaper archives.)

· Note sheet

Directions:

(Day 1) Students will read with a partner various old newspaper articles and excerpts from books written by local inhabitants that have been collected and prepared by the teacher on the Lyme School District.  After a twenty to thirty minute reading time, the group will come back together and share some of the interesting information they gathered from the articles.

(Day 2) The teacher will start the lesson by displaying the following historical background on the board or on the overhead projector.

In the early 1800’s the school district was comprised of many one-room schoolhouses.  This meant that one teacher taught many grade levels at the same time during the day.  During the first half of the 1900’s the one-room schoolhouses were phased out and central schools came into being.  It was during this time that one teacher began teaching only one grade of students.  

The teacher will lead a discussion as to the advantages or disadvantages the central school provided the pupils.  Each student will work with a partner to locate information in the articles provided to build background.  The students will use a graphic organizer to record their findings.  The lessons will wrap-up with a general class discussion sharing the students’ results.

(Day 3) The students will be asked to use the information from their graphic organizers to answer the questions on the note page.  This activity will be done individually.  The students may return to any article for help answering these questions.

(Day 4) The students will be asked to write an essay discussing the progression from the many one-room schools to the present day central school. They will include information discovered about schools from the past and what they know about their school today.  They will predict what they think the future will hold for tomorrow’s students.

(Day 5) Students will be asked to word process and edit their writing pieces.

(Day 6) Students will present their work to their cooperative groups before handing them in.

Assessment:

The following rubric will be used to assess the writing pieces (DBQ).

Lyme School District Essay (DBQ) 

Rubric

4

The essay contains at least three paragraphs.

The first paragraph contains information about the one-room schools including reasons for their existence and at least three clearly stated facts about school life.

The second paragraph contains information on the central school including reasons why it came to be and at least three clearly stated facts about school life.

The third paragraph contains a prediction about the school of the future with realistic reasons to back up the prediction.

Places documents into a historical context by organizing documents into such groupings as reasons for many school houses, reasons the many school houses were no longer needed, and reasons for the prediction of the future.

Incorporates relevant and useful outside information such as road conditions, transportation, and population.

There are few if any grammar mistakes and no spelling errors.

3

The essay contains at least three paragraphs.

The first paragraph contains little information about the one-room schools and has no reason for their existence but has three stated facts about school life.

The second paragraph contains little information on the central school including unrealistic reasons why it came to be but has at least three facts about school life.

The third paragraph contains a prediction about the school of the future with reasons to back up the prediction.

Places reasons into historical context by grouping the documents.

Incorporates relevant and useful outside information such as road conditions, transportation, and population.

There are a few mistakes in grammar and spelling.

2

The essay contains three paragraphs.

The first paragraph contains information about the one-room schools but gives no reasons for their existence and only one or two facts about school life.

The second paragraph contains information on the central school but may or may not give a reason why it came into being and only one or two facts about school life.

The third paragraph contains a prediction about the school of the future but has no reasons to back it up.

Identifies and uses some relevant documents, incorporating them into the body of the essay

Incorporates little or no relevant outside information, such as road conditions, transportation, or population.

There are a few more mistakes in grammar and spelling.

1

The essay may not contain three paragraphs.

The first paragraph contains little information about the one-room schools and gives no reasons for their existence and no facts about school life.

The second paragraph contains little information about the central school and gives no reason as to why it came into being and no facts about school life.

Includes few facts, examples, and details of the school movement; discussion only paraphrases the contents of documents.

Incorporates no relevant and useful outside information.

There are many mistakes in grammar and spelling.

DBQ ESSAY

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

THEN
NOW




School District Essay Writing (DBQ)

NOTES

(Base your answers on the attached documents.)

What subjects were taught in the 1940’s?  ____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Name one thing you would see in a one-room school that is not visible in your classroom. _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Name three things in your classroom that would not be found in a one-room school.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name three things that are the same in both rooms. ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

How many weeks was school in session in the school year 1849-1850? ______________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Learning Experience Number Four

School District Trivia

Materials:

· Old newspaper articles on the Lyme School District

· Old photographs of the Lyme School District

· Old postcards of the Lyme School District

· Old collections from local libraries and historical societies such as scrapbooks

· Book The Founding of The Schools In Lyme And The Pioneers Who Built Them
Directions:

(Day 1)  The students will demonstrate what they have learned about the development of our school district through the local history by writing at least two trivia questions.  First, the teacher will explain the assignment sheet and the rubric.  After time is allowed for questions and answers, the teacher will go over the sample question that is on the assignment sheet.  Then, the teacher will remind the students where all the classroom materials are that will facilitate their trivia question writing.  It needs to be emphasized that students cannot work together or share work.

(Day 2) After the students have composed and edited their questions, the questions will be word processed and duplicated on heavy paper. (One possibility might be to type the trivia questions on a program that does business cards or calling cards.) Each student will read at least one of his or her questions to the class.  This could be played as a team or it could be an individual competition.

Assessment:

The teacher will assess the trivia through the use of the rubric.  The students will also complete a peer-assessment, which can be utilized both by the teacher and the class.

Local School Trivia Questions

Student Directions

Your task is to write two trivia questions on the development of the Lyme School District, which will be added to an ongoing trivia game.  You may use your notes, pictures, or documents in your local history folder. In your question, you must include three answer choices but only ONE answer can be correct.  Also you must include the source where you got your question.

Sample Trivia Question

Which school was originally district No. 19 and later became No. 15?

1. Putnam

2. Fox Creek

3. Wells Settlement

(Answer: Fox Creek)

Source: The book The Founding of the Schools in Lyme and The Pioneers Who Built                                             

                             Them

REMEMBER: This is TOP SECRET. Don’t share your trivia question with anyone.

Two sets of the trivia game will be placed in the classroom for student use and enjoyment.  Another set will be donated to the school library for students to check out.  Each year questions may be added by subsequent classes.

School District Trivia Questions

Rubric

4

The student completes at least two trivia questions.

The questions are completed in the correct format.

The student has indicated the correct response, along with the source for each question.

The student uses good grammar and mechanics.

3

The student completes two trivia questions.

The questions may be completed in the correct format.

The student has indicated the correct response, but may not indicate the source for each question.

The student may make a few mistakes in grammar and mechanics.

2

The student completes two trivia questions.

The questions may not be completed in the correct format.

The student may not have indicated the correct response, along with the source for each question.

The student has some mistakes in grammar and mechanics.

1

The student does not complete two trivia questions.

The questions are not completed in the correct format.

The student has not indicated the correct response, along with the source for each question.

The student has many mistakes in grammar and mechanics.

School District Trivia Questions

Peer-Evaluation Form

1. Which question do you think was the best trivia question?

2. Why do you think the question was so good?

3. What was the best thing that you learned in the school unit?

4. What advice would you give to next year's fourth graders as they start this school unit?

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 

The culminating performance will be to produce brochures entitled one-room schoolhouses.  The class will be divided into three groups for this activity.  These groups will work in a cooperative setting to create, edit, and produce a brochure on a specified area of the Lyme School District. Each child in the group will focus on a specific schoolhouse for the brochure.  They will incorporate a picture of the school if available and a description of life or an incident that took place at that school.  They may or may not include some past students or teachers. They will produce a logo and title for their brochure. The students will scan in photographs from the past and/or take pictures of the schools today using the digital camera.  These photos will be used to enhance their brochure.

When the brochures are complete the class will come together to produce a power point presentation.  Information from all brochures will be combined for this presentation. The students will present the brochures and power point program to the Lyme Free Library, the Town of  Lyme Heritage Center, and the Lyme Central School Board of Education. This could also be presented to P.T.S.O. at one of their meetings.

Assessment:

The following rubric will be used to assess the brochures and Power Point finished product.    

Culminating Performance

Rubric

4

The brochure will contain information on all schoolhouses in the specified area.

Students will use excellent communication skill in their presentation.

Group members will share equally in preparation and presentation of project.

3

The brochure will contain some information on all schoolhouses in the specified area.

Students will use good communication skill in their presentations.

Group members will share equally in the preparation and presentation of project.

2

The brochure contains minimal information on the schoolhouses in the specified area.

Students do not use good communication skills in their presentations.

Group members may not share equally in the preparation and presentation of project.

1

The brochure is missing information on the schoolhouses in the specified area.

Students use poor communication skills in their presentations.

Group members do not share equally in the preparation and presentation of project.

 

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
Students should be able to do journal writing.

Students should be able to do process writing.

Students should be able to work in cooperative groups.

Students should understand basic keyboarding.

Students should be able to take a picture with an ordinary camera.

 

MODIFICATIONS

Modifications will be made by using "push-in" help from remedial and resource rooms.  Parent volunteers as well as older students can be wonderful helpers doing project work.  Students may be paired to make the best of their different learning styles.  Any students with I.E.P.s would have modifications according to his/her plan.

 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
This unit will take approximately three to four weeks to complete working every other day for one period.  The teacher needs to do quite a bit of preparation before the student activities begin.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

Some other activities that could be included:

Guest speakers: We are a small district and know many of the teachers who taught in this district in past years.  Many still live in the district.  Some were the teachers in our one-room schoolhouses.  These teachers would be willing to share their experiences.  Many of our senior citizens went to these schools and some would be willing to visit with our students.  You could put on a tea in the library and allow the students to visit more informally with the senior citizens.

Another idea would be for the students to interview these teachers and senior citizens on videotape for future generations to appreciate.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 Microsoft Word

Microsoft Power Point

Microsoft Publisher

Video Camera

LCD projector

Digital camera

Scanner
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