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OVERVIEW

This is a unit focusing on the history of the Richfield Springs area. Through the use of a guest speaker and members of the Richfield Springs community students will enhance their knowledge of our area. As the unit progresses, students will use the writing process to construct a friendly letter to a local resident asking for a memory the resident has about growing up in the Richfield Springs vicinity. In addition to this memory the students will ask for a recipe significant to that family.  The memory as well as the recipe will be published in a cookbook and distributed to all participants at a reception. 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

Declarative - At the end of the unit, students will:
Procedural – As part of this unit, students will:

· Compare and contrast different facets of Richfield Springs then and now.

· Know that a family’s history is a part of local history.

· Understand that the advent of modern technology had and continues to have a tremendous impact on the lives of area residents.

· Realize that family recipes, photographs, and folklore are passed down through the generations and are an important part of family history
· Use a graphic organizer to highlight important information from the letter that the student wishes to share with the class.

· Use the writing process to write a friendly letter.

· Use a computer to keyboard their letter.

· Use a digital camera.

· Practice their manners and social skills during the reception.

.
   




ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· What is special and unique about Richfield Springs’ history?



· How can we use technology to show other people our community’s uniqueness?



CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS

(List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicators or Benchmarks.)

ELA Standard #1 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.


Key Idea: Students gather and interpret information from oral interviews and books on local history. 


Benchmark/Performance Indicator: Students will use the writing process to write a friendly letter to long time area residents and request a favorite recipe and memory about growing up in the Richfield Springs area more than forty years ago.


Key Idea: Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one text to another, and presenting the information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly.


Benchmark/Performance Indicator: Students will read the responses sent to them and produce brief summaries to share with their classmates.

MST Standard #5  Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use, and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs.


Key Idea: Computers, as tools for design, modeling, information processing, communication, and system control, have greatly increased human productivity and knowledge.


Benchmark/Performance Indicator: Students will use computers to write their letters.

SS Standard #1 Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.


Key Idea: The skills of historical analysis include the ability to explain the significance of historical evidence; weigh the importance, reliability, and validity of evidence; understand the concept of multiple causation; understand the importance of changing and competing interpretations of different historical developments.


Benchmark/Performance Indicator: The students will read historical narratives about the history of their community.

LAUNCH

Classroom and special area teachers will share a memory that they have of growing up and share a family recipe that has been handed down through the years. If possible, they will prepare the recipe beforehand and share it with the class.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

(In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 

experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.)

STRATEGIES USED: 

1.  ADVANCE ORGANIZER QUESTIONS: Present questions prior to exposing students to new knowledge to provide strong guidance in organizing information.

· Lesson 1: Students, working in pairs, will brainstorm what they think they already know about the history of Richfield Springs.

· Lesson 2: The teacher will invite a long-time resident of the community to speak to the students about Richfield’s history, and share with them his/her reminisces.  Postcards and old photographs will be used to help students visualize what the Richfield Springs area looked like 100 years ago. 

· Lesson 3: Students will use the writing process and the attached rubric and checklist to construct a friendly letter to an area resident. (These residents are people who have agreed to help with this project by answering an advertisement in a local paper.)

· Lesson 4: Student groups will share with the entire class the information they have learned by reading their letters aloud. After each student reads his/her letter the class will pause for three to five minutes to discuss what they’ve heard and seen. The teacher will record their responses on the board. The students will then enter this information in their notebooks. 

· The letters that the students receive plus the family recipes sent by the participants will be compiled into a publication that will be given to each student and community member.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE

A reception will be held for students and participants. At this time both will receive copies of the publication and get to meet each other.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

This unit is based on the assumption that the students have the following:

·  Knowledge and practice in the writing process

·  Basic computer skills

· Experience with rubrics

· A familiarity with the community as it is today

MODIFICATIONS/ADAPTIONS

The special area teachers (art, music, library/media, and physical education) should be informed when the students participate in this unit in the event they have activities that can supplement the unit.  Students with disabilities will receive modifications as per their IEPs.  The reading teacher and special education teachers/assistants can be used to help students having difficulty in the areas of language arts.   Modifications for those students who are language impaired can include dictating the letter and having it written for them.

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

The length of time this unit will take is dependent upon how long it takes the teachers to come up with enough community members who are willing to help with this project, and how quickly responses come in. Weather is another factor, as elderly people have difficulty getting out in the winter.

ASSESSMENT

A Rubric for the letter submitted by each student is attached.

TECHNOLOGY USE

Students will use the computer to keyboard their letters. A digital camera could also be used to take pictures of the participants during the reception.

REFLECTIONS

· Funding for the publication of the cookbook and expenses for the reception can be done with local school district monies or by conducting a deposit bottle and can drive.

· The music teacher could review with the students music from the 30’s and 40’s.

· The physical education teacher could teach dances from the 30’s and 40’s.

· Self-addressed stamped envelopes were included with the students’ letters in order to expedite return of letters from the senior citizens.

· Letters were read as they were received in order to maintain student interest.

· Copies of the cookbook were donated to the local public library, the school library and to the New York State Historical Association’s library in Cooperstown, New York.

· Thank you notes written by the students could be sent to the participants upon completion of the project.  The same rubric could be used for these thank you notes.

· Using the digital camera, take pictures of each student with their senior partner during the reception.  A copy of this picture could be included in the thank you notes.

RUBRIC FOR FRIENDLY LETTER

4- (A) Longtime Area Resident

Fulfills the requirement of the task.

Few if any errors in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation.

Establishes and maintains a clear focus.

Is fluent and easy to read.

Vivid language.

Develops ideas fully with thorough elaboration.

3- (B) Vacationing Tourist

Fulfills some of the requirements of the task.

May be brief but is sufficiently developed.

Is generally focused though may contain irrelevant details.

Is readable but uses mostly simple sentences and basic vocabulary.

There may be some errors in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation.

2- (C) First Time Visitor

Fulfills few of the requirements of the task.

May contain few examples or details.

May focus on minor details.

Uses minimal vocabulary.

Errors in grammar, usage, spelling and punctuation.

1 – (D) Patient in Need of Sulphur Water Treatment

The response is irrelevant or incoherent.

CHECKLIST FOR FRIENDLY LETTER

Edit your letter using the checklist below. Initial each item on the list to make sure you have completed each task to show that you have made changes or corrections before you hand in your letter for grading.

___  I used proper friendly letter format.

___  I indented my paragraphs.

___  I placed commas where they belong.

___  I placed question marks and periods at the end of my sentences.

___  I wrote my inside address correctly.

___  I used interesting words and sentences in the body of my letter.

___  I checked the spelling of words I did not know.

___  I used capital letters where they belong.

___  I have used an appropriate greeting and closing in my letter.

___  I reread my letter and it makes sense.
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