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OVERVIEW
 In this unit, students will look at how courage, resourcefulness and discrimination play a role in times of war by using Number the Stars by Lois Lowry. Students will research someone whom they believe has shown courage and write a newspaper article on that person. Also they will construct a poem telling what courage is. Invent resourceful ways to deal without everyday conveniences. 

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 What are difficulties in time of war?
Compare and contrast 2 character’s courage in an essay.

What is discrimination?
Write a newspaper article based on a real life event that shows courageous acts. 

What is courage?
Construct a poem telling what courage is.

What was the Holocaust? 
 Invent  ways for substituting luxuries taken in time of war

What groups were discriminated against during the Holocaust? 
 

 What is resourcefulness?
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 How can courage be recognized in times of war? 

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
ELA standard #2 Language for Literary response and expression

Students will read and listen to oral, written and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social and historical, and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation.

Key Idea #1 Listening and reading for literary response.

*Recognize different levels of reading

Students will be able to use references from the literature they have read to support their position in class discussions.

Key Idea #2 Speaking and Writing for Literary response

Present responses and interpretations of literature, making reference to the literary elements found in the text and connections with their personal knowledge and experience.

Students will be able to write a comparison piece, comparing Annemarie from Number the Stars to Little Red Riding Hood with their trip through the woods with a basket of goodies.

Social Studies Standard #2 Understanding of world cultures and civilizations

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.

Key Idea #1 Students read historical narratives, myths, legends, biographies, and autobiographies to learn about how figures lived, their motivations, fears, strengths, and weaknesses.


Students will read Number the Stars to learn about the discrimination  of the Jewish race during World War II in Denmark.

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

Show the first 35 minutes of Diary of Anne Frank. Discuss afterwards the following questions.

1. What were some restrictions on the Jewish people?

2. How is Mr. Frank making Anne feel about hiding?
3. Write 5 sentences telling how you would feel in Anne or Peter’s situation.
 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
 Experience 1: Show the beginning 35 minutes of  “Diary of Anne Frank”. Open to discussion afterwards about “why, when and what is going on” type questions. 

Experience 2: Construct a chart on Wartime Difficulties focusing on Hardships and How people help. Use think-pair-share to stimulate ideas. Have students create list on own, then tell their partner, then report to whole class chart to be displayed in the classroom throughout the unit.   

Experience 3: Students complete graphic organizer, Key Term to write the definition of courage. Discuss as class what courage is and what it looks like. Then show movie Book of Virtues: Courage. (available through St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES)

Experience 3: After having viewed the movie, students do Five words, Three words strategy looking for related words for courage. Each student completes own, shares with their partner and comes up with the three best words that relate to courage. Share ideas with class. Then each student completes the sentence Courage is… On sentence strips, students write their sentence. As a class, students in groups of 5 will create a poem with their sentences telling what courage is. Share with class when done. 

Experience 4: Begin students on the MUT activity (culminating activity). Students will need to research a person, fictional or real, that they feel has shown courage. They will create a newspaper article telling who, what, where, when and how this person showed courage. Their articles need to be published by word processing. Have this due at the end of the unit.

Experience 5: (Not to be done before chapter 4) Students complete graphic organizer, Key Term to write the definition of resourceful. Discuss with students how Anne-marie and her family must be resourceful. In groups of 4, have students go through chapters 1-4 listing items that were no longer available, items that were substituted and items that could no longer be made due to lack of materials. Encourage references to book.

Experience 6: Tell students that they are going to go without the following luxuries: meat, new shoes/ clothing, electricity for 2 hours a day, phones, heat sources etc. Ask them what they would do? How do they feel? How will this change your life? What do you miss the most and why? Discuss responses.

Experience 7: Present students with a task. They are to divide into groups of 5. Tell them they no longer have access to leather. They must come up with other ways to make shoes, luggage, belt, purse, and a product of their choice. They need to pretend they are a company trying to sell their product to the public. They need to be persuasive and explain why their product is the best and most durable. Grade them according to the rubric.

Name___________________



Date_________

Productivity
5

shared ideas
3

procrastinated
1

argued, talkative

Products
5

great pictures
3

sloppy pictures
1

not all required

Materials
5

durable, available
3

hard to find
1

not available

Explanation of sturdiness
5

clear explanation
3

can’t explain 
1

cannot prove

Persuasiveness
5

reasons, guarantees
3

no reasons to buy
1

doesn’t sell

Total Points__________

Comments:

Grade__________

Experience 8: Distribute the graphic organizer for Discrimination. Students must fill this out. Discuss examples of discrimination throughout history and also talk about the feelings the people who were being discriminated against felt. Then students must write a paragraph based on discrimination and the information from the organizer. Grade them according to the rubric.

Name______________________


Date___________

Topic Sentence
10

 defines  discrimination
5

complete sentence
0

incomplete, no use of discrimination

Definition
10

complete definition
5

part of definition
0

no definition

Description
10

4 description words
5

2 description words
0

no description

Examples
10

4 examples
5

2 examples
0

      no examples

Mechanics

sentences, spelling


10

less than 3 errors
5

4+ errors
0

5+ errors



Total points____________


Comments:

Grade______________

Experience 9: Read Little Red Riding Hood to the students (After chapter 15 is read). Use the compare and contrast graphic organizer to compare Annemarie in the woods on her journey to give Uncle Henrik the basket to Little Red Riding Hood taking the basket to her grandmother. When they are finished, discuss. The students must write an essay based on the graphic organizer according to the rubric. 

Name_________________



Date____________

Required Paragraphs
10

2 paragraphs
5

1 full paragraph
0

no paragraphs

Similarities
10

4 specific similarities
5

2 specific similarities
0

no similarities

Differences
10

4 specific differences
5

2 specific differences
0

 no differences

Graphic Organizer
10

completed
5

incomplete
0

missing

Mechanics

sentences, spelling
10

less than 3 errors
5

4-6 errors
0

7 +errors

Total Points__________


Comments:

Grade__________

  

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
 Experience 10: After the students have finished the book, they must present their courage articles. At this point they must read their newspaper article to the class and answer their questions. (This may also be turned into a newspaper to be distributed.) Grade them according to the rubric.

Name_______________________


Date__________

Title
10

vivid title
5

long title
0

no title

Date
10

specific date
5

not specific
0

no date

Format
10

article format
5

story form
0

no format

Details

Who, what, where, how?
10

4 details
5

2 details
0

1 detail

Mechanics

sentences, spelling
10

no errors
5

4-6 errors
0

6+ errors

Total points____________


Comments:

Grade________________

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Students need to know how to write a newspaper article including the components of who, what, when, where and how. 

Students need to know how to freewrite which consists of giving a set amount of time and students write as much as they can about a subject given to them. 

 Teacher notes: Use the following strategies to guide the teaching of the lessons.

Think-pair-share: Students think about a topic, share with their partner their ideas and then with the entire class.

Make overhead transparencies for the following tools:

Key Term: The key term is designed to allow the student to write the definition of a word as well as drawing a picture of it and then writing down related words to the key word.

Five words/ Three words: Students brainstorm 5 words they think of when given a specific term. Then they need to narrow their list down to 3 words that are closest in relationship to the specific term.

Graphic organizer for Discrimination: Students write the word in the middle, they then write above the word’s definition, to the left 4 examples of what it looks like and below 4 examples of discrimination. 

Compare and Contrast: On a sheet of paper, have the students write 1 concept on one side and the other concept on the other. Then tell at least 4 ways the 2 concepts are alike and 2 ways they are different. 

MODIFICATIONS
 Provide a spell check, extra time if needed. 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This unit should take about 3 weeks. Some experiences may last longer than a 45 minute block of time. Plan accordingly.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
Overhead projector- graphic organizers

Television/ VCR- Diary of Anne Frank and Book of Virtues movies

Computer/ word processor- output of student work

 

