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OVERVIEW
 Students will read the novel, Catherine, Called Birdy, by Karen Cushman. This is a journal / diary, written in the first person.  Activities will include vocabulary and language specific to the period, point of view, and comparisons between life in the Middle Ages and today.  Extending and refining experiences will allow students to examine the author’s feelings about the values of medieval society and compare them with their own values.   Students will examine their own basic needs and how they are met, and compare these to middle ages people.  This unit will integrate with a social studies / study skills unit on the Middle Ages.

As a culminating experience, students will use the journal / diary format of Catherine, Called Birdy, to write their own diary as a Middle Ages character.   Understanding of personal relationships and authentic vocabulary will be gained from reading the novel.   Information gathered in social studies class and research of medieval life will provide factual background.  At the end of the combined unit, students dress as, and “become” their character at a medieval feast.  

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

Understand point of view 
Use Compare / Contrast 

Recognize vocabulary and language appropriate to the period.
 Using context clues to determine vocabulary

Characters, plot, setting 
 Cause and effect

Understand the fixed place of characters in Medieval society


Note taking 


Works cited / Bibliography


Writing a diary 

Key elements of a story

ESSENTIAL 

QUESTIONS
a. How does reading historical fiction influence understanding of life in the Middle Ages?

b. How do the values of medieval people compare with the values of society today?  (Is what was important to Medieval people still important to people today?)

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
ELA Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

READING:
Locate and use school library sources, with some direction, to acquire information


Read to collect and interpret data, facts, and ideas

WRITING:
Use at least three sources of information with appropriate citations to develop reports


Take notes to record and organize relevant data, facts, and ideas


Use tone and language appropriate for audience and purpose


Use teacher conferences and peer review to revise written work


Observe rules of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling


Use word processing skills

LISTENING:
Follow instructions, which provide information about a task or assignment

SPEAKING:
Speak to share data, facts, and ideas in small and large group discussions

ELA Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

READING:
Identify literary elements (setting, plot, and character)

Identify the ways in which characters change and develop throughout a story

Compare characters in literature to people in own lives

WRITING:
Write original imaginative texts:

Use organizing structures such as stanzas, chapters, scenes, and verses

Establish consistent point of view; for example, first or third person

Use vocabulary to create a desired effect

SPEAKING:
Present original works such as stories, poems, and plays to adults and peers

ELA Standard 3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

WRITING:
Use information and ideas from other subject areas and personal experiences to form and express opinions and judgements

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 LAUNCH: 
Day 1
Students will be asked to listen to a short article called “The Not-So-Pleasant Peasant Life”.   They will take notes and then answer 10 questions on the article.  Answers will be shared and discussed as a class. Students will then draw the names of  “characters” of medieval society, for example: king, lord, knight, serf, blacksmith, miller, etc. This is in preparation for the MUT. Students will research their character’s place in society as background for writing their own historical fiction dairies.

Day 2 

Research journals will be set up for the diary project, which is ongoing throughout the unit, and will be ultimately, the culminating experience.  These begin with a Know/Want to Know page about the character.  Double pages are set up with the following (basic) headings which come from the “want to know” lists.  

2.  Medieval vocabulary words and phrases

3. Daily life – jobs, responsibilities, duties, hygiene

4. Family members -- Home

5. Foods – Clothing

6. Events:  Holiday, fair, journey, war, plague, etc.

7. Historical references with dates

8. Sketches:  Symbol representing character, home, clothing, etc.

9. Works Cited/Bibliography  (Guideline sheet is provided for reference)

Day 3

The  “Author’s Note” from Catherine, Called Birdy will be read aloud as an introduction to the book.  Vocabulary will be previously presented and students asked to guess the meaning (as a group), then look up and share with the group, the meanings of words not known.

. Students will listen to an excerpt from Catherine, Called Birdy read by the teacher.  Using an anticipatory guide, students will be asked to write out their initial feelings about the main character, Birdy, then share these with a partner.   

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
Chapters 1and 2:   Catherine, Called Birdy   “September” and “October”

Students will be given a list of vocabulary words and their meanings for each chapter.  Within a collaborative group, they will be asked to match words and meanings (guess), then divide the list and look up meanings of unknown words to share with group.  Students are also encouraged to record vocabulary words and phrases in their journals, to be used when Medieval Diaries are written.  (This continues for each chapter.)

The book will be read aloud in class, with opportunity to explain and clarify ideas.  

Activity l.  “We All Have Needs” (Students fill out a Basic Needs Chart for themselves.)
 At the end of the novel, students will be asked to make a comparison with life in the Middle Ages.

Activity 2.  “Why were the Jews Expelled from England?”  (Discussion: values)

Activity 3.  “Quiz Time.” (Questions about the first two chapters used as a collaborative group activity and class share.)

Chapters 3 and 4:  “November” and “December”

Vocabulary terms will be presented as above, and students will verify meanings of unfamiliar words, sharing them with the group. 

Activity l.  “Crime and Punishment in the Middle Ages”    (Discussion: values) 

Activity 2.  “The Story of Last Names” and “What’s in a Name?”   (Ideas for Medieval character names originating from places, occupations, physical characteristics, etc.)

Activity 3. “ Quiz Time.”  Review questions about the events of these chapters.  May use pairs to groups to whole class share.

Chapters 5 and 6: “January and February”

Students will begin writing the first draft of the introductory diary entry.  Drafts will be shared with peers and checked by the teacher.

Vocabulary is addressed as needed.

Activity l.  “The Feudal System”  (Everyone in feudal England had a fixed place in society.  Where is your character on the chart?)

Activity 2.   “Thinking Metaphorically”  (Comparing the concept of time in the Middle Ages with today.)

 Activity 3.  “Quiz Time.”  Review questions.

Chapters 7 and 8:  “March” and “April”

Students continue with drafts of diary, peer conferences, teacher check, second draft, peer conference, teacher check and word processing

Vocabulary addressed as needed.

Activity 1.  “Medical Care – Let the Patient Beware”  (A chart of herbs, remedies, and treatments)

Activity 2.  “Quiz Time.”  Review questions

Chapters 9 and 10:  “May” and “June”

Continue with diary.  Vocabulary added to journal.

Activity 1.  “A Report Card for Birdy”  (Grade her on interest, aptitude, and behavior)

Activity 2.  “Quiz Time”

Chapters 11-13:  “July”, “August”, and “September” 

Complete Medieval Diary. 

Activity 1.  Write a “final” diary entry for Birdy, dated December 1, 1291.  Show what her new her life with Stephen is like and her attitude about their future together. 

Activity 2. “What every Story Must Have”  (Characters, plot, setting, problem, resolution, etc.)  Group activity to share with class. 

Activity 3.  “Identifying values reflected in literature.”  Given a series of quotes from the novel, students will identify the message or moral the author is trying to convey about the values of Medieval People.  They will then compare these values with their own values or those of society today.

EXTENDING AND REFINING ACTIVITIES:
 

Activity 1.   Following discussion, students (in small groups) will fill in a compare / contrast diagram which compares how the basic needs of people were met in the Middle Ages, as evidenced through the characters in the book, and how these same needs are met today.  

Activity 2. Write a Journal from Another Point of View.  Choose a character from the novel and write about a specific event from his/her point of view.   Include observation and/or thoughts of Birdy.  (Rubric)

Rubric for Point of View Diary Entry:

4 = very good / excellent

3 = good

2 = developing

1 = beginning

0 = no attempt

1.  Shows understanding of the assignment:




_____

a.   Chooses a specific date and event

b.   Names the characters involved






c. Chooses a main character as the narrator

d. Writes in the first person

2. Develops the topic chosen:





_____

a. explains details of the event

b. shows a realistic reaction from the chosen character’s point of view

c. includes observations and/or thoughts of Birdy

3. Organizes ideas:







_____

a. sequence is logical

b. has a beginning, middle, and end

c. stays focused on the main idea

4. Uses language appropriately:





_____

a. uses Middle Ages terms and vocabulary

b. is aware of audience and purpose

c. has complete and varied sentences.

d. Contains correct grammar/usage

5.  Shows understanding of mechanics:




_____

a. spelling

b. capitalization

c. punctuation

d. paragraphing

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)

Investigation
 Students choose (lottery) a medieval character at the beginning of the unit and research this character and his/her place in medieval society.  Students write a medieval diary in the first person as that character, following a guide that lists the requirements for each diary.  The art teacher will teach calligraphy to the students so they will be able to include “authentic” lettering on the front cover.

Students will present their diaries to classmates, explain their character’s background, and read one diary entry.  Costumes and/or props relevant to their character are expected.

RUBRIC FOR MEDIEVAL DIARY

Performance Indicators

 Total
       Student        Teacher

             Points
        score
     score

APPEARANCE: Cover materials and lettering are authentic to the project.  Includes name, date, and symbol of character.  Student name is on inside back cover.

CONTENT:  (minimum 5 entries) Assigned information from Medieval Diary Checklist is included.  (Contains at least three historical references.)

AUTHENTICITY AND ORGANIZATION: Authentic vocabulary, descriptive language, grammar, and varied sentence structure, logically organized.  Written in true diary format.

MECHANICS:  Spelling, capitalization, punctuation.

RESEARCH EVIDENCE: 

 Notes and sketches complete. (5)

 Bibliography complete [at least 5 sources] with correct format. (10)


10 pts.

50 pts.

15 pts.

10 pts.

15 pts.

 
________

________

________

________

________


________

________

________

________

________



Medieval Diary Checklist

· Cover includes:


_____ Name of your character


_____ Year(s) diary was written


_____ Symbol of your character


_____ Your own name and date completed on the inside back cover

· Appearance looks authentic:


_____ Lettering


_____ Calligraphy used for cover


_____ Stained or torn pages

· Diary content:


_____ Each entry is at least 75 – l00 words


_____ Each entry includes a date (all in chronological order)


_____ Middle Ages vocabulary words and phrases

_____ Variety of seasons  (Be sure dates match seasons.)


_____ Daily life: job or duties


_____ Hygiene / diseases / medicines / remedies


_____ Home: location, size, description, construction materials, etc.


_____ Clothing worn


_____ Family members


_____ Marriage customs


_____ Foods eaten


_____Special events: holiday, fair, feast day, journey, etc.


_____ Sorrow / loss / sickness


_____ Church activities


_____ Dependence on others besides family (interdependence)


_____ Farming activities: planting and harvesting crops, animals raised


_____ Entertainment:  games, amusements, etc.


_____ At least three (3) accurate historical references

· Possible Extra Credit:


_____ More than 5 entries


_____ Poem or song included


_____ Illuminated letters, borders, map, illustrations, etc.

RUBRIC FOR DIARY PRESENTATION

Key elements of an excellent presentation:

· Introduces him/herself as the character and provides personal background: family, home, duties or responsibilities.

· Shows diary to best advantage and explains how it was constructed.

· Reads a selected entry from the diary, providing any explanations needed for understanding the information included in it.

· Speaks clearly and audibly as the character.

· Maintains good eye contact with audience.

· Has a costume and/or props appropriate to the character.

Four points:  Proficient.

 All six key elements are demonstrated to a high degree

Three points:  Capable.
All six key elements are adequately demonstrated.

Two points:  Satisfactory.  

Five key elements are adequately demonstrated.

One point:  Developing
   
Three or four key elements are adequately demonstrated.

 Resources Used

1. A Literature Unit for Catherine, Called Birdy, written by Lynda Duffy Wilson.  Teacher Created Materials #2139.
2. Story House Teacher’s Guide by Erika Byrne for Catherine, Called Birdy.

3.  Thematic Unit:  Knights and Castles .  Teacher Created Materials #2774.
4.  Art teacher, who taught calligraphy and illuminated letters.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Basic keyboarding and word processing skills

Basic research skills

 

MODIFICATIONS
 Modifications on IEPs will be followed with the support of the resource room and Title I staff.  Classroom teacher will be available for additional help during study hall and after school.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This unit would take place over 5-6 weeks.  Research was done in Study Skills class, but could be accomplished in the Language Arts class period.  Each class meets 5 days a week and is part of a 70-minute block of time, so scheduling is flexible.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 Word processing is used for the Medieval Diaries.  Students experiment with layout and font choices, to make the dairy look “authentic”.  Internet and encyclopedia research is accomplished during Study Skills class.

 

