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Learning Context

Purpose or Focus of Experience:

The purpose of this learning experience is to broaden students’ general global knowledge in reference to the New York State Social Studies Standards and the Five Themes of Geography.  The student’s should begin to open their minds to the fact that a whole world exists outside their door – not just their immediate community or country.

Connection to Standards

SS Standard 2:
Students will know the social and economic characteristics, such as customs, traditions, child-rearing practices, ways of making a living, education and socialization practices, gender roles, foods, and religious and spiritual beliefs that distinguish different cultures and civilizations.

SS Standard 3:

Students will map information about people, places and environments.  

Students will understand the characteristics, functions, and applications of maps, globes, aerial and other photographs; satellite produced images, and models.

Students will investigate why people and places are located where they are located and what patterns can be perceived in these locations.

Students will describe the relationships between people and
environments and the connections between people and places.

SS Standard 4:
Students will explain how societies and nations attempt to satisfy their basic needs and wants by utilizing scarce capital, natural and
human resources.

Students will define basic economic concepts such as scarcity, supply and demand, markets, opportunity, costs, resources, productivity, economic growth and systems.

Students will understand how people in the United States and throughout the world are both producers and consumers of goods and services.

SS Standard 5:
Students will analyze how values of a nation affect the guarantee of human rights and make provisions for human needs.

Students will explore the rights of citizens in other parts of the Hemisphere and determine how they are similar to and different from rights of American citizens.

ELA Standard 1: 
Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they
will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

ELA Standard 2: 
Language for Literacy Response and Expression Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation. 

ELA Standard 3: 
Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues. 

MST Standard 5: 
Technology Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs.

Essential Questions

Content Knowledge: Declarative & Procedural

Declarative Knowledge


Students will understand the principle fact that there are many different societies located outside the western hemisphere.  They will also understand that many of these countries have distinct cultures, religions, values, educational opportunities, employment opportunities, natural resources, languages, means of communication, etc.

Procedural Knowledge


The skills that will be learned, sharpened, practiced and extended in this learning experience are many and varied.  

Students will be able to write a letter to the embassy of their choice requesting information on their country in a clear and coherent manner (business letter format).

Students will be able to locate information in encyclopedias, The World Book, World Almanac and world atlases, in order to find monetary units, gender roles, foods, religious beliefs, traditions, ways of making a living, social and economic characteristics, governmental bodies, geographic area, population, language and ethnic background.

Students will be able to use computer-generated technology (programs and internet sites) to help them research their countries.

Students will be able to follow written and oral directions in their quest to research, locate and record information of importance.

Procedure

I have decided to “package” this lesson into four digestible lessons for ease of delivery and understanding although you may wish to write them in a way suitable to your particular needs.

Initiating Activity

Students will be asked to create a travel agency.  In order to do so, they will each need passports and become agents for a particular country.  They will take a digital photo of themselves and design their passport.  As a culminating activity the students will design and electronically produce a brochure describing their country.

I.)
Part One
A.) Ask students to pick a country in the eastern hemisphere of particular interest to them for a research project.  Of course, you may guide them or limit their areas of research, as you feel necessary.

B.) Once they have chosen their countries, I would begin by giving out the “Questionnaire Project” so as to give them a guide as to where they are going on this particular research trip.  I have enclosed a sample copy for you.  Again, this may be modified according to content covered and/or grade level appropriateness.

C.) Describe to them the tools they may use to complete this portion of the project.  Below are some guidelines.

1.) The Geographical Map
This may be obtained by utilizing the World Book computer program or may be found at comparable sites such as nationalgeographic.com on the internet.  Either way will suffice, although, World Book country maps are much nicer.  I have enclosed a project with a sample of a World Book map for your perusal.

2.) The Replication of the Country’s Flag

I would again utilize World Book to get a computer-generated flag printout.  Then, the students may create their own replication of the flag.  Most students tend to use markers or crayons, construction paper – although I have had some students create their own flags using bands of cloth from around the house or at a local sewing shop – wonderful!

**
It is important to note that you may use different resources than those listed above.  For example, you may use textbooks or atlases for the maps and the flags as well, if these programs or ones like them are not available.

3.) The Fact Finding Session
When it is time to actually do the fact finding, the students may wish to utilize national geographic.com, scholasticnews.com, The World Book Computer Program, and/or unofficial home sites of the country’s embassy's that may be looked up in the more recent World Almanacs.  Also useful in this area are the Encyclopedia resources both online and hard copy, as well as the most recent World Almanacs – which contain a plethora of information.


This first area of research and development may take the students a couple days of research time in the library or computer lab as well as their own time.  They should be reminded to cite their resources and keep in mind the information they have obtained will ultimately end up in a final report format.

II.)
Part Two
A.) Writing an Informational Request Letter to the Country’s Embassy (The

Business Letter)
1.) During one class session for my sixth grade, I find it useful to

Model a formal business/embassy letter for them.

a.) In this class session, they have to “plug in” their own Embassy addresses, which they may obtain on the internet or may obtain in the World Almanac.

b.) Next, they utilize a computer program such as Microsoft

Word to type out their formal embassy letters.

c.) Then, they must make out their own envelopes and attach 

the proper postage.

d.) Although I assign a grade for writing the business letter, which in this case everyone who turns it in gets a 100 because it has to be perfect before it goes out (stress that it is an official document being sent to an official representative), I do not assign a grade for which they receive from their embassy – I just ask them to share it with the class.

III.)
Part Three
A.) Putting It All Together
1.) Writing and Presentation of Report

a.) Utilizing the Country Questionnaire Packet as a guide, students will begin writing their report.  The report will be graded according to the teacher’s choice although I use a writing rubric here.  I have enclosed this rubric in the pages to follow.

IV.)
Part Four
A.) Presentation of Materials
1.) For this section you may wish to take a day for student to create centers or you may go a step further and have them set up their own travel agencies.  In this case they would need more visuals for which the internet is an awesome source, or they may go to a travel agency and pick up materials.  Another wonderful internet site for this type of project to get basic tourist information would be travelocity.com.  Or you may opt for a around the world food day – or a combination of the two.  The possibilities are endless.  Be creative and have fun!  Small groups of students will have the opportunity to design a website for their travel agency.  This site could also display the travel brochures that were created for their country.

The above experience is used to extend and refine knowledge previously taught in the Social Studies and English Writing Arts content areas.

Acquisition Experience


The strategies that will be used to assist students in learning are many.  There will be teacher modeling, hands-on experiences in the computer lab – locating various sites as a group and individually.  The librarian will be asked to show specific examples of sources students may use to locate information (encyclopedias, atlases, almanacs, etc.). Examples of previous work will be made available for examples.  The students will also obtain information by writing their own embassy letter requesting information – as well as independent research both online and “hard copy”.

I have enclosed copies of my formal assessment tools as a guide.

Extending and Refining Experience


In order for students to extend and refine their understandings of foreign countries, they must be able to show what they have obtained.  One way to do this would be to have them do a oral report or have an interactive question/answer session.  A comparative analysis may be more likely to lead to long-term learning.  If one student is asked to pair up with another student for the matter of comparing their two countries, the experience may become richer.  Another way to create a rich learning experience would be to have them take all the information that they have accumulated and to set up a travel agency in which other students (potential travelers) will ask them about their country.  A brochure created by the students could be made available.  
Instructional/Environmental Modifications

On an as needed basis depending on limitations of individual students.  For some students, it may be less research data required.  For those with more physical limitations, such as the ability to type on a computer an aide or other individual may be asked to type it with student dictation.  Again, the needs vary – so do the modifications.

Time Required

Research – 3 to 5 class periods (40 minute blocks)

Embassy Letters – 1-2 class periods (40 minute blocks)

Outside Time (Report Writing, Presentations, etc.) 2-3 weeks

Embassy Response Time (4-8 Weeks)

If doing a travel agency (allow 6-8 weeks from the time of project announcement – so as to give time for embassy materials to come in)

Resources

Foreign Embassies

Internet Cites:

· nationalgeographic.com
· scholasticnews.com
· discovery.com
· weather.com
· askjeeves.com
Computer Programs:

· Microsoft Office

· Microsoft Publisher

· World Book Software

Hard Copy:

· 2001 World Almanac

· The World Book

· Encyclopedia Britannica
Assessment Plans
Enclosed

Student Work
Reflection


This project demands a lot of commitment on the part of the teacher.  Constant monitoring and revision is required.  But, the results are worthwhile.  Students become the owners of their findings through their research and embassy letter writing – as well as the creation of maps and country flags.  Having something to call their own sent to them by an official of the country they chose to research is exciting – and educational.  It makes them more “worldly” citizens.  Reports and rubrics for the students to aim at helps them to scope their learning and makes the students successful.  

	Eastern Hemisphere Project Rubric

	
	Research Information Gathering
	Complete Sentences
	Punctuation
	Logical Sequence
	Points Allotted/Reason

	4
	All information requested was placed within the report
	Complete sentences throughout the report
	Punctuation used correctly everywhere needed
	Paper is set up logically within the manner prescribed consistently throughout
	

	3
	Most information requested was placed within the final report
	Mostly complete sentences throughout the entire report
	Punctuation used correctly in most places
	Paper is set up logically within the manner prescribed in most places
	

	2
	Some of the information requested was placed in the final report
	Some complete sentences
	Punctuation used correctly some of the time
	Paper is set up logically within the manner prescribed in some places
	

	1
	Little information requested was placed in the final report
	Few complete sentences in final report
	Punctuation used correctly infrequently
	Paper is set up logically with the manner prescribed in few places
	

	0
	No information requested was placed in the final report
	No complete sentences in final report
	Punctuation never used correctly
	Paper is illogically set up according to the guidelines
	


	Business Letter Rubric

	
	Complete Sentences
	Capitalization
	Punctuation
	Information  
	Greeting/

Closure
	Points Allotted

	3
	All complete sentences
	Proper Capitalization throughout


	Punctuation used everywhere needed


	Accurate, thorough, information relayed


	Address, Date, Salutation and Closing


	

	2
	Mostly complete sentences
	Capitalization in most places necessary


	Punctuation used in most places necessary


	Mostly accurate information relayed


	Only two of the above is used


	

	1
	Few complete sentences
	Capitalization rarely used where appropriate


	Punctuation infrequently used where needed


	Accurate information rarely given
	Only one of the above
	

	0
	No complete sentences
	Capitalization rarely used where appropriate


	Punctuation not used at all
	No accurate or relevant information given


	None of the above used
	


