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OVERVIEW

Throughout this unit of study, students will be immersed in a vocabulary study of ten of the words featured in the book Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster and of the Word of the Day featured on the Internet site www.edu.yorku.ca/wotd .  Through a variety of activities and experiences, students will have a better understanding of a plethora of words in the English language as well as an enhanced vocabulary.  As a culminating activity, students will have the opportunity to portray a vocabulary word by participating in a vocabulary parade for parents and friends.  This unit will serve to develop student vocabularies and foster a greater awareness of words….the basis of our society!  (*Note – The activities in this unit can be extended and used year round.)

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

Declarative – At the end of the unit, the student will know or understand…
Procedural – At the end of the unit, the student will have the ability to…




How to navigate the Internet
Identify character traits

The importance of having an extensive vocabulary
Use the program Ultimate Writing and Creativity Center

How to use the dictionary to discover new words
Create a word pyramid

Many new vocabulary words
Use a vocabulary web

Appropriate behavior for a public function
Complete a vocabulary word study


Design vocabulary comic strips


Design vocabulary bumper stickers


Design vocabulary magazine covers


Appropriate behavior for a public function


Design vocabulary billboards

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· How would your life be different if words didn’t exist?

· How would life be different if there were not a variety of words?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS

English Language Arts

Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

Elementary - Listening and Reading

1.
Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.

Students:

· gather and interpret information from children's reference books, magazines, textbooks, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams.

· select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another 

· select and use strategies they have been taught for note-taking, organizing, and categorizing information

· ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 

· make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print, such as prior knowledge about subject, structural and context clues, and an understanding of letter-sound relationships to decode difficult words

· support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features, such as vocabulary and organizational patterns.

Elementary - Speaking and Writing

1.
Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly.

Students:

· present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts

· observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms

· use details, examples, anecdotes, or personal experiences to explain or clarify information

Standard 4 - Language for Social Interaction

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

Elementary - Listening and Speaking

1.
Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of different ages, genders, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations.

Students:


· listen attentively and recognize when it is appropriate for them to speak

· take turns speaking and respond to others' ideas in conversations on familiar topics

· recognize the kind of interaction appropriate for different circumstances, such as story hour, group discussions, and one-on-one conversations
Mathematics/Science/Technology

Standard 2 - Information Systems

Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.
Elementary - Information Systems

1.
Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.

Students:

· use a variety of equipment and software packages to enter, process, display, and communicate information on different forma, using text, tables, pictures, and sound

· access needed information from printed media, electronic databases, and community resources.
INITIATING ACTIVITY

Present the cover of the book Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster by Debra Frasier to the class.  Write the word miscellaneous on the board or chart paper and tell the class that the word you’ve written on the board is how the dictionary spells the word.  Ask students to make comparisons between the two different versions, the book title and the dictionary word.   After students have had a chance to briefly discuss the similarities and differences, hand out the sheet that can be found at the end of this unit called, “Learning New Words.”  (See below for smaller template of the sheet.)

WORD
MY DEFINITION

(Before I use the dictionary)



DICTIONARY DEFINITION
PICTURE TO HELP ME REMEMBER



Allow sufficient time for students to complete their page (usually about 15 minutes).  Before actually reading the book to the class, guide students to share how their definition changed after using the dictionary.  When you feel that all students satisfactorily understand the vocabulary word miscellaneous, proceed with reading the book.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

PART A: MISS ALAINEUS ACTIVITIES

1. After reading Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster, hand out the “WHO?!?” character traits sheet for each student to complete using Sage as the character.  (See template at the end of the unit.)  

2.
Allow approximately 30-45 minutes for the above activity to be completed.  At the conclusion of the activity, group the students into groups of 3-4 students (either randomly, as I do, or in groups you have pre-planned).  Have the students work together to complete a poster which has a picture of Sage in the center and all the words that the students in that group chose as character traits of Sage surrounding Sage’s picture.  As each student in the group places their words on the poster, they should read the sentence which they wrote explaining why that word describes Sage.  When posters are finished, put them on display for the rest of the unit.

3.
Assign students their “Long Term Project” which should be worked on whenever they have extra time and at home as necessary.  This project is due at the end of the unit.  Modeling after the project Mrs. Page, the teacher in Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster, gives her students in the book, give students the following directions

“Open the dictionary to the A section and write a sentence using three words that begin with the letter A.  Try to select words that are different, unusual, or surprising to you.  When you have completed your A sentence, move on to the B section.  Continue writing one sentence using three words from each letter until you complete the alphabet.  I’d like your sentences to tell me something about your daily activities – consider writing about what you are doing, thinking, or feeling.  All twenty-six sentences are due three weeks from today.  Good luck, have fun, and learn a lot of new words!” (Frasier, pg. 1).

At the end of the unit, students will use the software program Ultimate Writing and Creativity Center to word-process their sentences and include images.  We designated each computer to be a different letter.  All students typed their “A” sentence on the “A” computer, the “B” sentence on the “B” computer, and so on.  At the end, we printed all 26 pages of the alphabet and compiled them into an ABC book for the classroom reading center.

4.
After completing the character trait poster and assigning the long-term project, distribute a list of the 28 vocabulary words and their definitions that are in bold face and defined in the book.  This list can be found at the Internet site http://www.frasierbooks.com/missa/miss4.gif.  You may choose any 10 of the 28 words that you would like your students to become fluent with.  I have my students highlight the following words: astonishment, mysterious, devastated, miscellaneous, sage, ancestor, pride, daunted, triumph, and catastrophe.  These are the 10 words that will become the basis of the Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster independent study.

5.
The independent study will consist of completing one activity for each of the 10 vocabulary words.  Students may choose whatever activity they would like to complete for each word, as long as they complete each activity at least one time and in the end complete 10 activities for each of the 10 vocabulary words.  (There will be a few repeat activities completed.)  The following is a list of the 8 activity choices (see subsequent activities #6 - #13 for complete explanations of each): 

· Word Pyramid

· Vocabulary Web of Synonyms/Antonyms

· Vocabulary Word Study

· Vocabulary Funnies

· Vocabulary Bumper Sticker

· Vocabulary Magazine Cover

· Vocabulary Billboard

· Vocabulary TV Guide

6.
Word Pyramids – Following the format of the pattern provided (see end of unit), students complete the pyramid by filling in the blanks by following the directions.

7. Vocabulary Web of Synonyms/Antonyms – Using the web template at the end of the unit, students write the word they are studying in the appropriate circle of the web and then fill in each of the “spokes” of the web as directed.

8. Vocabulary Word Study – Using the template at the end of the unit, students are required to predict the definition, dictionary define the word, come up with synonyms and antonyms, write a sentence, and draw a picture clue to help them remember the word.

9. Vocabulary Funnies – Using the template at the end of the unit, students create their own comic strip using the vocabulary word they are studying at least three times in the dialogue of the characters.

10. Vocabulary Bumper Sticker – Using the template at the end of the unit, students design a bumper sticker.  They may advertise something, write a catchy slogan, etc., but the vocabulary word must be used and they must be colorful.

11. Vocabulary Magazine Cover – Using a blank sheet of white copy paper, students are to design a magazine cover with their vocabulary word being the title of the magazine and the illustration having a connection to the vocabulary word.  Have magazine covers on display so students may follow the format of highlighting what is to be found inside the issue and how to set up the cover so it looks “authentic.”

12. Vocabulary Billboard – (A discussion of billboards and their purposes will be necessary prior to the independent study.)  Using a blank sheet of paper, students are to create a billboard advertising their vocabulary word.  Again, a reminder as to neatness and using many colors will be useful.

13. Vocabulary TV Guide – Using the template at the end of the unit, students will need to create 5 new programs which will be “aired” in the upcoming week.  The vocabulary word of study must appear either in the program title, or in the program description, or in both.

After all 10 activities have been completed, students should compile them into a book.  The cover of the book should have a visual depiction of each of the vocabulary words studied, be visually appealing, and neatly done.  Give students a 10-question quiz on the “Miss Alaineus” vocabulary words.

PART B: VOCABULARY WORD OF THE DAY ACTIVITIES

Each day each student should visit www.edu.yorku.ca/wotd/ to retrieve the Vocabulary Word of the Day.  After connecting with the site, the word and definition should be copied into the student’s Vocabulary Journal.  After copying the word into the journal, each student then needs to complete one of the above vocabulary activities for the word.  Activities may not be repeated until each activity has been completed once for the Word of the Day.

At the end of the unit all of the activities completed for Word of the Day should be compiled into a book.  The cover of the book should have a visual depiction of each of the Words of the Day, be visually appealing, and neatly done.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE

ACTIVITIES REQUIRING COMPLETION PRIOR TO CULMINATING PERFORMANCE

Approximately two weeks prior to the culminating performance, send home the parent letter, project requirements, and rubric.  (The rubric is in the assessment section of this unit and the parent letter and project directions are attached at the end of the unit).
Vocabulary Parade

As a culminating performance, students will participate in a Vocabulary Parade.  The posters that each student made prior to the culminating activity should be hung in the hall for all the visitors to see.  Invite parents and other school classes to attend the event.  Each student will be dressed in some way to represent the vocabulary word he or she chose.  Prior to the event, view the costumes and place the costumes equally into each of the 6 costume categories (see project requirements at the end of the unit).  When called onto the stage on the day of the parade, the student should go to the microphone and say the following script, “Hi, I my name is ___________________ and I am _______________(vocabulary word).  __________________(vocabulary word) means ______________________________________________ (definition).”  After the applause, the next student enters, and so on.  After the parade on stage, all students parade throughout the halls so that all classes may view their costumes.  Following the parade, all are treated to ABC cookies (of course!) and juice.  Prizes are awarded to each child for participating.  Examples of prizes given are ABC stickers, mini-slate with the alphabet on it, ABC pencils, ABC bookmarks, ABC erasers, etc.  The event should be videotaped on the class video for the end of the year viewing.  Digital pictures also should be taken and compiled into a memory book that is laminated.  

*Digital images of our day have been posted on my web site at http://myschoolonline.com/folder/0,1872,6939-117867-4-34128,00.html .

RUBRICS USED FOR ASSESSMENT

SAGE CHARACTER TRAIT SENTENCES AND POSTER
MISS ALAINEUS VOCABULARY BOOK
VOCABULARY WORD OF THE DAY BOOK

4
You completed all required 6 sentences and the poster.

Your writing uses accurate examples of Sage.

You use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Your final product is neatly displayed and shows your best effort.

You were very cooperative in your group.
You completed your Miss Alaineus Vocabulary Book for the date it was due.  

You completed all 10 activities and used all 10-vocabulary words.

You use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Your book is neatly done and shows high quality work.
You completed your  Vocabulary Word of the Day Book for the date it was due.  

You completed all activities and used all vocabulary words.

You use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Your book is neatly done and shows high quality work.

3
You completed all required 6 sentences and the poster.

Your writing uses mostly accurate examples of Sage.

Your grammar, spelling, and punctuation are mostly correct.

Your final product is somewhat neatly displayed and shows good effort.

You were mostly cooperative in your group.
You completed your Miss Alaineus Vocabulary Book for the date it was due.  

You completed most of the 10 activities and used most of the 10 vocabulary words.

Your grammar, spelling, and punctuation are mostly correct.

Your book is somewhat neatly done and shows good quality work.
You completed your  Vocabulary Word of the Day Book for the date it was due.  

You completed most of the activities and used most of the vocabulary words.

Your grammar, spelling, and punctuation are mostly correct.

Your book is somewhat neatly done and shows good quality work.

2
You completed some of the required 6 sentences and the poster.

Your writing has many inaccurate examples of Sage.

You need improvement to use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Your final product needs improvement to be neatly displayed.  Your effort also needs improvement.

You were somewhat cooperative in your group.
You completed your Miss Alaineus Vocabulary Book after the date it was due.  

You completed some of the 10 activities and used some of the 10 vocabulary words.

You need improvement to use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Your book needs improvement to be neatly done and shows fair quality work.
You completed your Vocabulary Word of the Day Book after the date it was due.  

You completed some of the activities and used some of the vocabulary words.

You need improvement to use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Your book needs improvement to be neatly done and shows fair quality work.

1
You completed few of the required 6 sentences and the poster.

Your writing uses inaccurate examples of Sage.

You use incorrect grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Your final product needs improvement to be neatly displayed.  Your effort also needs improvement.

You were uncooperative in your group.
You did not complete your Miss Alaineus Vocabulary Book.  

You completed few of the 10 activities and used few of the  10 vocabulary words.

You use incorrect grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Your book needs improvement to be neatly done and shows low quality work.
You did not complete your Vocabulary Word of the Day Book.  

You completed few of the activities and used few of the vocabulary words.

You use incorrect grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Your book needs improvement to be neatly done and shows low quality work.

RUBRIC FOR CULMINATING ACTIVITY

# EARNED
INDEX CARD
POSTER
COSTUME
PARADE

4
· All parts completed

· Neatest work possible

· Handed in on time

· All directions followed

· Accurate information
· All parts completed

· Neatest work possible

· Handed in on time

· All directions followed

· Accurate information
· Followed one of the categories suggested

· Neatest work possible

· Handed in on time

· All directions followed

· Shows great effort
· Participated as directed

· Excellent behavior

· Demonstrates knowledge of vocabulary word chosen

· Line memorized

· Shows great enthusiasm

3
· Most parts completed

· Mostly neat

· Handed in on time

· Most directions followed

· Mostly accurate information
· Most parts completed

· Mostly neat

· Handed in on time

· Most directions followed

· Mostly accurate information
· Followed one of the categories suggested

· Mostly neat

· Handed in on time

· Most directions followed

· Shows good effort
· Participated as directed

· Good behavior

· Demonstrates some knowledge of vocabulary word chosen

· Line somewhat memorized

· Shows some enthusiasm

2
· Some parts completed

· Some neat work

· Handed in on time

· Some directions followed

· Some accurate information
· Some parts completed

· Some neat work

· Handed in on time

· Some directions followed

· Some accurate information
· Did not follow one of the categories suggested

· Some neat work

· Handed in on time

· Some directions followed

· Shows some effort
· Did not participate as directed

· Fair behavior

· Demonstrates little knowledge of vocabulary word chosen

· Line not memorized

· Shows fair enthusiasm

1
· No parts completed

· Work not done neatly

· Not handed in on time

· Few directions followed

· Inaccurate information
· No parts completed

· Work not done neatly

· Not handed in on time

· Few directions followed

· Inaccurate information
· Did not follow one of the categories suggested

· Work not done neatly

· Not handed in on time

· Few directions followed

· Shows little effort
· Did not participate as directed

· Poor behavior

· Demonstrates no knowledge of vocabulary word chosen

· Line not memorized

· Shows poor enthusiasm

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

Prior to the start of this unit, students will need the following pre-requisite skills:

· Knowledge of how to use a graphic organizer

· Knowledge of how to connect to Internet sites

· Knowledge of Ultimate Writing and Creativity Center

· Knowledge (through a class discussion) of what billboards are and the purpose they serve

· Knowledge of how to use the dictionary

· Knowledge of what character traits are

MODIFICATIONS

This unit must be modified as necessary so all students may experience success.  The use of student IEP modifications is essential.  The use of Resource Room staff will also increase the chances of success for all students.  For example, the number of activities may be reduced, push-in staff utilized, or assignments may be modified or deleted as necessary.

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

COMPLETE UNIT TIME NEEDED:
20 DAYS 

(WITH 1 HOUR ALLOCATED DAILY)

TECHNOLOGY USE

The following technology is used throughout the unit:

· Ultimate Writing and Creativity Center

· Internet

· Digital Camera

· Video Recorder
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Name _____________________________


Date ___________________

“Learning New Words”







4BL

WORD


MY DEFINITION

(BEFORE I USE THE DICTIONARY)



DICTIONARY DEFINITION


PICTURE TO HELP ME REMEMBER



WHO?!?

Name ____________________________________________________

Title of Book ______________________________________________

Character’s Name __________________________________________

Highlight six of the character traits that you think best describe the character you’ve chosen above.  Use the dictionary to define each word on a separate sheet of paper.  Below each definition, write a sentence that uses the word and explains why it describes the character.  (Example:  Sage was imaginative when she invented her Miss Alaineus costume.)  Staple your sentence sheet to the front of this sheet.

eager
individualistic
self-confident

easy-going
industrious
sensible

efficient
intelligent
serious

energetic
inventive
sincere

enthusiastic
kind
sociable

fair
likable
spontaneous

firm
logical
strong-willed

flexible
loyal
tenacious

forgiving
methodical
thorough

frank
modest
thoughtful

friendly
motivated
tolerant

generous
open-minded
trusting

gentle
optimistic
trustworthy

healthy
precise
understanding

helpful
prudent
verbal

honest
purposeful
versatile

hopeful
quiet
wise

humble
realistic
witty

humorous
reliable
zany

imaginative
resourceful
independent

responsible



Name ________________________________________________

WORD PYRAMID

__________

WORD

__________ __________

ANTONYMS

__________ __________ __________

SYNONYMS

__________ __________ __________ __________

ADJECTIVES DESCRIBING THE WORD

WRITE A SENTENCE USING THE WORD




            SYNONYMN






ANTONYMN




 
           WORD






           DEFINITION


             SYNONYMN






ANTONYMN

Name __________________________________________

WORD STUDY

WORD

DEFINITION

My prediction________________________________

___________________________________________

Dictionary definition___________________________

___________________________________________


SYNONYMS






ANTONYMS


SENTENCE USING WORD


PICTURE

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

Name ______________________________________

VOCABULARY FUNNIES

WORD ______________________

CREATE YOUR OWN FUNNIES BELOW.  BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR VOCABULARY WORD AT LEAST 3 TIMES IN CHARACTER DIALOGUE!









Name ____________________________________________

VOCABULARY BUMPER STICKER

VOCABULARY WORD ___________________________

DESIGN A BUMPER STICKER USING YOUR VOCABULARY WORD.  IT CAN BE A SLOGAN OR AN ADVERTISEMENT AND MUST BE COLORFUL AND NEAT!



Name ____________________________________________

VOCABULARY TV GUIDE

VOCABULARY WORD _______________________________

Using the form below, create 5 new programs which will be “aired” in the upcoming week.  The vocabulary word of study must appear either in the program title, or in the program description.

Show Title ______________________
Day/Time _______________

Show Description ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Show Title ______________________
Day/Time _______________

Show Description ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Show Title ______________________
Day/Time _______________

Show Description ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Show Title ______________________
Day/Time _______________

Show Description ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Show Title ______________________
Day/Time _______________

Show Description ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

October 16, 2000

Dear Parents,

On FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27TH, our classes will be hosting “Mrs. Blodgett and Mrs. DeSalvio’s First Annual Vocabulary Parade” at 9:30 a.m.  We would like to invite you to attend our showcase of vocabulary words and would also appreciate it if you would volunteer to donate an item to our festivities from the checklist below.  It would also be greatly appreciated, if possible, for each child to bring in $1.00 to contribute to our “vocabulary prize fund.”  We would like to purchase creative prizes for the winners of the following categories:

· Most Creative

· Most Humorous

· Most Difficult Vocabulary Word

· Most Interesting

· Best Use of Costume To Demonstrate Word

· Most Colorful

Please find attached the criteria for costumes and how your child will be graded on this project.  Thanks for your support and we know that this is an event you certainly won’t want to miss!

-Mrs. Blodgett

-Mrs. DeSalvio​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

_________________________________________________________

I am able to donate the following to the Vocabulary Parade:

· Package of Juice Boxes

· Box Of Alphabet Cookies (Can Be Purchased @ Dollar Tree) 

· $1.00 Enclosed

__________________________________
_________________

Parent Signature





# Attending Parade

PLEASE RETURN TO SCHOOL BY WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2000.

MRS. BLODGETT AND MRS. DESALVIO’S FIRST ANNUAL VOCABULARY PARADE

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2000

9:30 A.M. ROOM 121

Costume and written work are due in school by

 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2000
Directions For Completing Project

1. Choose a vocabulary word with the following categories in mind:

· Most Creative

· Most Humorous

· Most Difficult Vocabulary Word

· Most Interesting

· Best Use of Costume To Demonstrate Word

· Most Colorful

Look at the “100 Vocabulary Words to Spark Costume Ideas!” page attached to get some ideas of vocabulary words and costumes.  Also, use the ideas we talked about in school.

2. Remember, your costume should be creative, NOT, costly.  In other words, use your imagination to make your costume instead of buying a costume already made.  

3. You can do one of two things for your costume.  You can choose a word and demonstrate that through a costume.  

Example: Vocabulary Word “Money” – Place dollar bill signs all over your clothes and carry a huge dollar sign.

Or, you can choose a word, break it into syllables and demonstrate it through a costume.

Example: Vocabulary Word “Misfortune” – A girl (“miss”) dressed as a fortuneteller (“fortune”).

4. Along with your costume, you will need to hand in a 3X5-index card (which I have given you) with your name, your vocabulary word, and the definition of your word on it.

5. The third and final part of your project is a poster (which I have given you) that will have the following information on it:

· Your vocabulary word in large print on the top

· A large illustration of the vocabulary word in the center

· The definition of the vocabulary word on the bottom

USE THE RUBRIC ON THE NEXT PAGE TO DETERMINE THE GRADE YOU WOULD LIKE TO EARN.  YOU WILL GET EITHER 1-4 ON EACH PART OF THE PROJECT.  YOUR GRADE WILL BE DETERMINED BY ADDING ALL OF THE CHECKED BOXES TOGETHER.

