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OVERVIEW
This is a unit developed for fourth grade students with learning disabilities.  It will take approximately 3 weeks to complete.  The materials that will be needed are as follows: 1 copy of the book Phoebe The Spy, by Judith Berry Griffin for each student, index cards for categories and vocabulary words to put on a bulletin board, a picture or model flag from 1776, and at least one computer equipped with the Microsoft Word and PowerPoint programs.   This unit should be taught while studying the Revolutionary War or after studying it.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	The students will know the symbolism of the stars, stripes, and colors of the American flag from 1776.
	The students will identify and create the American flag from 1776.

	The students will know the various traits that make up the characters in the book.
	The students will be able to justify predictions with evidence from the selection.

	The students will know the characters, setting, problem and solution of the story.
	The students will be able to use the writing process to compare/ contrast their own lives with Phoebe’s life using Microsoft Word.

	The students will recognize the effect that Phoebe and her father had on General Washington’s life and the Revolutionary War.
	The students will be able to complete a bar graph.

	 
	The students will be able to identify the main idea and supporting details of the book using the computer program PowerPoint.

	 
	 The students will be able to make an oral presentation.


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What influence did Phoebe and Sam Fraunces have on General Washington and the Revolutionary War?

What do the stars, stripes and colors represent on the 1776 American flag?

How was Phoebe’s life similar or different to the lives of the students?

What are the characters, setting, problem and solution in the story?

What are the main ideas and supporting details of the story?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
ELA 1 Key Idea 1.3- select and use strategies taught for note taking, organizing and categorizing information (using graphic organizers).

ELA 1 Key Idea 1.6- support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features, such as vocabulary and organizational patterns (making predictions).

ELA 1 Key Idea 1.7- present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms (compare/ contrast essay, PowerPoint presentation).

ELA 1 Key Idea 1.8- select a focus, organization and point of view for oral and written presentations (compare/ contrast essay, PowerPoint presentation).

ELA 1 Key Idea 1.10- use details, examples, or personal experience to explain or clarify information (compare/ contrast essay).

ELA 1 Key Idea 1.11- include relevant information and exclude extraneous material (compare/ contrast essay, PowerPoint presentation).

ELA 1 Key Idea 1.12- include the writing process to produce well- constructed informational texts (compare/ contrast essay, PowerPoint presentation).

ELA 2 Key Idea 1.4- use inference to understand text (making predictions).

ELA 2 Key Idea 2.10- observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, punctuation (writing activities).

SS 1 Key Idea 1.1- know the roots of American culture, its development from many different traditions, and the ways many people from different backgrounds played a role in creating it (discussion on Revolutionary War).

SS 2 Key Idea 2.1- read historical legends to learn how historical figures lived, their motivations, hopes, fears, strengths, and weaknesses (reading Phoebe The Spy).

SS 3 Key Idea 3.2- draw maps and diagrams that serve as representations of places, physical features, and objects (model flags).

INITIATING ACTIVITY
The students will be given a list of teacher chosen vocabulary words from the book Phoebe The Spy, by Judith Berry Griffin. The teacher will read each word with the students, making sure the students know what they are.  The following categories will be listed on a bulletin board: characters, setting, problem, solution, and other.  The teacher will randomly pass out cards containing one of the vocabulary words on each card.  The students decide which category the words go in and put the word cards underneath the proper category.  These cards will be left in the same place for the duration of the unit.  The students will rearrange them after reading the book. 

 LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
Day 1:  To understand the setting of the book, the teacher will review some of the facts about the Revolutionary War with the students. They will then be shown a picture of the flag during that time period and will discuss the meanings of the 13 stars and stripes and what the colors stand for.   The teacher will model how to make the flag.  The students will then create their own flags following a written set of steps.    

Day 2: The students will be asked to look at the bulletin board that was made in the initiating activity.  They will then be asked to make a prediction about the story and justify why they made that prediction.  Before beginning reading, the class should be told that Phoebe was a real person and that this is a true story.  Together, the class will read pages 7 – 15 and discuss.  The students will be asked to choose either Phoebe or Samuel Fraunces.  They will then be asked to fill in a central idea graph, identifying the character traits according to whom they’ve chosen.

Day 3 - 6:  Extending and Refining Lesson The teacher will review what has been read so far with the class.  Together, the class will read pp. 16 – 24 of Phoebe The Spy.  The students will then be asked to go back and reread p.22 and discuss what Phoebe’s lifestyle was like.  After discussing, the students will compare / contrast Phoebe’s life with their own lives, using a venn diagram.  The students will then use the venn diagram to write a compare / contrast paragraph.  They will type their final drafts using the computer program Microsoft Word.
Day 7:  The teacher will again review what has been read previously.  They will then read pp. 27 – 34.  The students will fill out the Making Predictions graphic organizer, predicting whether the killer is Mr. Green or Mr. Hickey.  They will share their predictions with the class and give reasons why they made the prediction.  The class will then make a bar graph based on the predictions.  

Day 8:  The teacher will review what has been read.  The class will finish reading the book.  The students will fill in the “What Actually Happens in the Selection” part of the Making Predictions graphic organizer and discuss.  Using the bulletin board created in the initiating activity, the students will be asked to rearrange the word cards, placing them under the proper headings (characters, setting, problem, solution, other) and discuss.

Day 9: The students will read the article “The Legend of the Queen’s Head Tavern” in the workbook Exploring New York, by Heath and Company.  The students will complete the activity on the page by illustrating the legend and presenting them to the class

.CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 

Days 10 – 15:  Using a chart, the students will be asked to identify the main idea and supporting details of Phoebe The Spy.  After filling in the chart, the students will prepare a PowerPoint presentation that includes the main idea and supporting details of the story.  The students will practice and present to the rest of the class.    They will be shown the rubric in advance, to understand how they will be graded.

Oral Presentation Rubric  

	Task Component
	Outstanding   

4 points
	Satisfactory

3 points
	Unsatisfactory

2 points
	Poor

1 point

	Information
	Conveys all important information
	Conveys most important information
	Conveys some important information
	Conveys too little information

	Focus / Organization
	Stays on topic throughout the presentation
	Stays on topic throughout most of the presentation
	Stays on topic throughout some of the presentation
	Rarely refers to topic

	Presentation
	Speaks clearly and loudly throughout the presentation
	Speaks clearly and loudly most of the time
	Speaks clearly and loudly some of the time
	Speaks too softly and/or unclearly

	Eye Contact
	Makes appropriate eye contact all of the time
	Makes appropriate contact most of the time
	Makes appropriate eye contact some of the time
	Makes inappropriate eye contact


PowerPoint Rubric
	Task Component
	Outstanding

4 points
	Satisfactory

3 points
	Unsatisfactory

2 points
	Poor

1 point

	Main Idea
	Identifies the complete main idea
	Identifies part of the main idea
	Identifies the main idea incorrectly
	Does not identify a main idea

	Details
	Uses all details necessary to support the main idea
	Uses most details necessary to support the main idea
	Uses few details necessary to support the main idea
	Uses none of the details necessary to support the main idea

	Vocabulary
	Uses many descriptive words that paint a clear picture
	Uses some descriptive and interesting words
	Uses few descriptive and interesting words
	Uses no descriptive and interesting words

	Mechanics
	No spelling, grammar, or punctuation errors
	Very few spelling, grammar, or punctuation errors
	Many spelling, grammar, or punctuation errors
	Cannot be understood


PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
The students will need background knowledge of the Revolutionary War, basic computer skills (Microsoft Word), basic story elements (character, setting, problem, solution), and how to make logical predictions.  
MODIFICATIONS
Students who have testing modifications will be addressed according to their IEPs.  Students who require reading remediation can benefit from the teacher reading aloud or being paired with another student. Students who have difficulty writing will have the option of using an Alpha Smart Pro. 
UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
This unit will take approximately 3 weeks to complete.
TECHNOLOGY USE
Student Use:
Microsoft Word

PowerPoint

Teacher Use:

Revolutionary War-
www.greeceny.com/arm/welch/index.html
www.revwar.com
www.earlyamerica.com
Queen’s Head Tavern-

www.sr1776.org/ny
www.nyssa.org/anniv60/fraunces:html
Samuel Fraunces-

http://ln.infoplease.com?ipa/A0775128.html
George Washington-

www.mountvernon.org
www.whitehouse.gov/histpry/presidents/gw1.html
 

