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OVERVIEW
 In this learning unit, students will be studying a variety of political parties, philosophies, and their positions on key issues.  The unit is intended to create an informed citizen equipped with the knowledge necessary to participate in our government and vote in its elections.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 1.  Students will know and understand the position of a variety of political parties on key election issues.
 1.  The students will learn how to write a persuasive essay as modeled by the teacher.

 2.  Students will know and understand why voting is important.
 2.  The students will learn how to create and conduct a survey as modeled by the teacher.

 3.  Students will understand some reasons why U.S. citizens vote as they do.
 

 4.  Students will become familiar with the philosophical foundations of these parties and their positions on the key election issues.
 

 
 

 


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1.  How would knowing the major political parties and their positions on key issues help make you an informed citizen?

Parties and Websites
Reform – reformparty.org

Republican – republicans.org

Democratic – democrats.org

Green – greenparty.org

Libertarian – lp.org

Communist – cp-usa.com

Key Election Issues
Abortion

Right to Bare Arms

Voucher or Charter Schools

Death Penalty

Raising Taxes

Drug Legalization

Protecting the Environment

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
Standard #5 – Civics, Citizenship, and Government
Key Idea #3 – Central to civics and citizenship is an understanding of the roles of their citizen within American constitutional democracy and the scope of a citizen’s rights and responsibilities.     








Students:  - understand how citizenship includes the exercise of certain personal responsibilities, including voting, considering  the rights and interests of others, . . .

Students: - analyze issues at the local, state, and national levels and prescribe responses that promote the public interest or general welfare, such as planning and carrying out a voter registration campaign.






Students:  - explore how citizens influence public policy in a representative democracy.

Key Idea #4 – The study of civics and citizenship requires the ability to probe ideas and assumptions, ask and answer analytical questions, take a skeptical attitude toward questionable arguments, evaluate evidence, formulate rational conclusions, and develop and refine participatory skills.

Students:  - participate as informed citizens in the political justice system and processes of the United States, including voting . . .

Students:  - take, defend, and evaluate positions about attitudes that facilitate thoughtful and effective participation in public affairs.

 

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
Corners Activity - As a method of linking to the students’ prior knowledge, students will be asked to go to a corner of the room with the party they most identify with: Democrats, Republicans, Other Party (can be any) or No Party identification.

As a method of “hooking” student interest, students will be led in discussion of the candidates for the year 2000 election, their party identification, and for which office they were running.  Students will then be given a copy of a year 2000 ballot sheet obtained through the County Board of Elections.  Students will be led in a further discussion and comparison of the candidates, parties, and positions.  Where did these other candidates come from?  What do they stand for?

As a method for students to collaborate, the students will use Paired Verbal Fluency and discuss the following questions:  Why should we vote?  How do we know who to vote for? Why are some candidates more widely known than others?  These answers will then be discussed in a teacher led discussion.(1 – 2 days needed) 
LEARNING EXPERIENCES
The students will be broken up into groups of four and will construct meaning for the philosophical foundations of the parties through a jigsaw activity.   Each group will be assigned a political party.   Using specific party websites and homepages, they will write a summary of their party’s philosophy using the 40 words or less strategy.  Each member of the group will first generate a document outlining the important points.  Then they will together write the 40 words or less summary of essential information in the philosophy.  Finally, each group will participate in an in-class report of their philosophy to the rest of the class where each summary will be distributed and each student will then have a document with all parties and their philosophies. (jigsaw).  (2-4days required)

The same groups will then be assigned a key election issue.  They will then use specific party websites and homepages to search for each party’s position on that particular issue.  The students will be given a matrix to organize the positions of each party on the key election issues.  Once all groups have finished their research, they will again present their findings to rest of the class.  The students keep track of each party’s position using the matrix.  Once all presentations are finished, the students should have all the positions for each party organized on their matrix. (2 – 4days)
  



 

To extend and refine information learned, students will be asked to decide which party or party line they would vote if they were 18 and going to vote today.  The teacher will model the process of writing a persuasive essay and using the constructing support strategy by choosing a topic and writing/displaying a sample essay using the overhead projector.   Students will then write their own persuasive essay using the constructing support strategy where they choose a party and discuss 3 or more of the key election issues.  Students will also be given a graphic organizer to help them construct support for their party.  Use of this organizer will also be modeled by the teacher during the teaching of the process.  Students will also be given the opportunity to discuss the parties their positions and informally debate upon completion of their persuasive essays.  (3 – 5 days)

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Students will partake in an experimental inquiry activity where they test the hypothesis/phenomenon:  Most U.S. citizens vote either for Republican or Democratic candidates in elections.  

The teacher will model the process of creating and conducting a survey in class.  This will include things such as obtaining accurate answers from participants, asking specific unambiguous questions and using follow-up questions for obtaining clear responses.  Students must also be sure to ask questions that will test the hypothesis and possible answers for why it occurs.

Students will predict what they think are some reasons for the above phenomenon.  Students will then create and conduct their own surveys testing the hypothesis.  Students will analyze the results and report their findings in class where the teacher creates a composite tally of the results using the chalkboard or overhead projector.  Finally, the question of whether or not the phenomenon exists and the possible reasons for its existence will be answered and discussed.  (2 days to create and 3 – 5 days to conduct and analyze).

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
1. Basic internet search techniques and basic computer knowledge. 

 2.  Students will also be able to “outline” and present ideas to the class.

MODIFICATIONS
 All modifications will be made according to each student’s needs.  Some examples will be allowing for extended time with research and written documents,  modifications to speaking roles/requirements,  student partner for aide using technology and recording/researching knowledge.  Also, an extension for an advanced student would be to create a new political party of their own and discuss/write about which positions it would take and why on the above issues.

 TECHNOLOGY USE
 Students will be using specific websites and homepages to gather information.  Students will also be required to use word processing programs to create all outlines, summaries, persuasive essays, and surveys.

 
Assessment of Activities 

1. OUTLINE – student will be given a general homework grade of  excellent (++),  satifactory (+), and unsatisfactory (-).   This will be based on students having accurate content, correct outlining format, appropriate details for main pieces.  It will be assumed by the teacher that students will have learned this process as a pre-requisite.

2. GROUP PRESENTATION OF PARTY PHILOSOPHY -  Groups will be graded according to the “Group Presentation Rubric” at the end of this unit.

3. GROUP PRESENTATION OF ALL PARTY’S POSITION ON AN ISSUE  -  Groups will be graded according to the “Group Presentation Rubric” at the end of this unit.

4. MATRIX OF ISSUES/POSITIONS – will be observed by teacher and is required to be completed by each student.

5. PERSUASIVE/POSITION PAPER -  students will be graded according to “Position Paper Rubric” at the end of this unit.

6. SURVEY – Students will be given a general homework grade of excellent (++), satisfactory (+), or unsatisfactory (-) for both the creation of the survey and conducting/analyzing of the results.  This will be based on the guidelines set out by the teacher under the “Culminating Performance”  section of this unit.

**  Both the “Position Paper Rubric” and the “Group Presentation Rubric” can be obtained in the Prentice Hall Social Studies Educator’s Handbook:  Alternative Assessment.
**  The “Constructing Support Graphic Organizer” for the party position paper may be found in the Dimensions of Learning Handbook under Constructing Support.

**  The Matrix/Grid must be created by the teacher and may vary depending on the election issues and parties of the future.  However, one side will always list the political parties and the other the political issues.  The matrix will then be marked with a Y/N for each party’s position on each issue.  This should create a highly organized easy to use document.

