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OVERVIEW

St. Patrick’s Day serves as an introduction to this interdisciplinary unit.  Castles and fairy tale magic are a natural extension of the holiday.  Students are easily led into the study of castle communities from an historical perspective.  Social Studies and ELA are the main standard components of the unit.  Depending on the students and the time allowed, the focus can easily be changed from year to year.  The home/school link provides an important opportunity for parents to participate in their child’s education through the castle project.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 

Student will know or understand:
	Procedural 

Student will be able to:

	· Literary elements of a fairy tale
	· Use the Internet as a reference tool

	· Difference between non fiction/fiction
	· Write a friendly letter

	· Time to 5 minute intervals
	· Write a fairy tale

	 
	· Design a poster

	 
	· Make & use models as learning tools

	 
	 


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1. Why were castles important during the middle ages?

2. How and why did castles change over time and become outdated?

 CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
Social Studies

Standard 2 - World History

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives. 

3. Study of the major social, political, cultural, and religious developments in world history involves learning about the important roles and contributions of individuals and groups. 

Students: 

· understand the roles and contributions of individuals and groups to social, political, economic, cultural, scientific, technological, and religious practices and activities 

· gather and present information about important developments from world history 

. 

4. The skills of historical analysis include the ability to investigate differing and competing interpretations of the theories of history, hypothesize about why interpretations change over time, explain the importance of historical evidence, and understand the concepts of change and continuity over time. 

Students: 

· explore the lifestyles, beliefs, traditions, rules and laws, and social/cultural needs and wants of people during different periods in history and in different parts of the world 

MST

Standard 6 - Interconnectedness: Common Themes

Students will understand the relationships and common themes that connect mathematics, science and technology and apply the themes to these and other areas of learning.
Elementary - Models 
1. Models are simplified representations of objects, structures, or systems used in analysis, explanation, interpretation or design 

Students: 

· analyze, construct, and operate models in order to discover attributes of the real thing. 

· discover that a model of something is different from the real thing but can be used to study the real thing. 

ELA

Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

Students: 

· recognize some features that distinguish the genres and use those features to aid comprehension 

· understand the literary elements of setting, character, plot, theme, and point of view and compare those features to other works and to their own lives 

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

I introduce this multi-disciplinary unit by reading a chapter of The Castle in the Attic, by Elizabeth Winthrop, to the class each day. After reading chapter one, the title is discussed.  A K-W-L chart (Know, Want to Know and Learn Chart) is developed.   After reading each chapter, we engage in a discussion of the literary elements of that chapter.  Student interest is high; especially when William is taken back in time and the fairy tale begins.  

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
Day 1

· Listen, analyze and understand nonfiction -  Castles, A First Discovery Book by Scholastic Inc,1993, is read to the class.  This nonfiction book, introduces the students to the real purpose of castles.  It describes how the basic needs of food, clothing and shelter were met.  It explains who lived in the castles, what their jobs were, as well as how and why they lived there.  A discussion of the facts learned from listening follows the reading of the book. 
· Vocabulary development – The students brainstorm words they don’t know or understand while listening to the book.  These are written on the board.  Reread the sentence or sentences that give context clues as to the meaning and challenge the students to develop an understanding through these clues.

Day 2 - 4

· Read, analyze and understand nonfiction - Multiple copies of the above book are given to the students.  Working in pairs, students read the book to find the answers to the questions listed below.  They must answer the questions from information found in the book. A lesson is given on how to paraphrase the questions to use as sentence starters for their answers.  This lesson tends to be a challenge for the student pairs.

 The Who, What, When, Where, How and Why of Castles

1.  Who lived in castles?

2.  What did the people in the castles eat?

3. When did people go to the dungeon?

4.  Where did people live in the castle?

5.  How was medieval castle life different from our lives?

6. Why did people live in castles?

· Using the Internet as a source of information – I bookmark this site http://www.castlesontheweb.com.  Students go to “Kids Castles” where they will find choices of castle places to investigate.  It provides an opportunity for students to develop their ability to use the Internet as a tool for learning.

· Destination Castle – I use this Imagination Express software, by Edmark, as a castle learning tool and later to develop short fairy tales.  The students are drawn to the talking castle fact book.  This provides opportunities for whole, small group and individual technology use while investigating castles.  Students can use the facts and the stamps tool to create illustrated factual sentences and short paragraphs.  

· Both the website and Destination Castle provide ideas for their student castle home projects. 

Day 5 – Extending and Refining Knowledge of Castles

· I read the fiction book, Henry and Mudge and the Long Weekend,  by Cynthia Rylant, to the class on a Friday afternoon.  This is part of a series of books that the children know and like.  In the book, it is a long, rainy, boring weekend until Mom suggests that the family make a castle.  The rest of the book is dedicated to the making of the castle using recycled materials and the family fun that ensues.  The students are then challenged to go home and complete the following assignment.  Students are given two weeks.  The work can be completed individually or as a family.  I do provide materials when needed and offer assistance to those that may not have it at home.  This is unusual, as the interest is high.


Acquisition Activities for Fiction and Fairy Tales 

Day 6 - 11

· Henry and Mudge and the Long Weekend – Form literature groups who will read a chapter of this book each day.  The students will work collaboratively to discuss and then write the details of the chapter.  It takes one week to complete the book.
Day 12 - 17

· The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Letters – Read this book to the class.  It contains several letters that the Jolly Postman delivers to fairy tale and nursery rhyme characters.  The students enjoy listening to the story and reading the letters.  Discuss the fairy tale characters.  This is a good time to review the characteristics of a fairy tale.  Have students write a letter to their favorite fairy tale character.  In the letters, students will share the qualities of the character they liked and how they would have solved that character’s problem in the fairy tale.

· Reading Fairy Tales – Collect fairy tale books and use these for individual reading activities.  Some fairy tales are long and detailed for young children so be sure to collect different reading levels.  Have students focus on the similarities of fairy tales so they will begin to see the common elements found in them. 

· Cinderella (the movie) – The boys will initially not be interested in watching this movie, but become quickly engaged.  Give each student a 12” x 18” piece of paper.  Have them fold this in fourths. Labels each fourth with the characters, settings, and two fourths for the story events.  Student reflection, during and after the movie, is important so I stop the movie periodically to discuss the story elements.

Day 18

· Before class the teacher watches the movie, Cinderella, records story events and rewrites the major events of the movie entitled “Once Upon a Time”. Use this rewrite to develop student telling time skills.  Beginning when Cinderella gets up in the morning, focus on the day’s events.  Assign a time for each event.  The time assigned should be reflective on the telling time skills being taught at your grade level.  Place blank clocks appropriately in the story. 

Example of an event:

“After she feeds the cat, she feeds the chickens.  

Then it’s time for her to feed her ugly stepsisters

Their bells ring for her at 6:45.  She feeds them

Fifteen minutes later.”

Extending and Refining Fairy Tales

Day 19

· Destination Castle – 6th grade also studies medieval times.  If the timing is correct, 6th and 2nd graders can be paired up to write fairy tales using this option of the software.  Limit story pages to five.  Pairs work together to hand write a first draft.  The fairy tale should include one or more factual aspects of castle life.  The final draft is written on the computer using the border or background provided.  The castle stamps complete the process.  The fairy tale rubric is found on the following page.

The Castles Arrive – Extending and Refining Castle Knowledge

As the castles arrive, student excitement and enthusiasm is clearly evident.  A digital picture of each child is taken with his/her castle.  This picture is then printed on the castle evaluation form as shown below.  I plan their arrival so that they may be displayed in the hall during parent teacher conferences for all to enjoy.  We use the rubric given to students when the project was introduced to score castles.



· Day 20 - Present the following challenge to student groups.  


Name: __________________________________

                                               Castle Project Rubric

	       4
	· The question is answered with many details
· All parts of poster are very neat
· All spelling is correct
· Everything is labeled
· The poster is colorful
· Everyone stayed on task and always worked together

	         3
	· The question is answered

· Most parts of the poster are neat

· Spelling is mostly correct

· Most everything is labeled

· The poster is colorful

· Most of the time the group was on task and worked together

	           2
	· Some of the question is answered

· Some of the poster is neat

· Some of the spelling is correct

· Some  parts are labeled

· Some colors, mostly pencil drawings

· Sometimes on task, sometimes worked together   

	  1

                 
	· Question not answered

· Lacks neatness or not done

· Few  or no correct spellings

· Few or no labels

· Pencil drawings

· Group not on task, didn’t work together


We think I should get a ______ because _______________________________________

______________________________________________________________.

Teacher Score ___________
                          CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
                                                              Include rubric(s)

Use the above challenge as a pattern to make a final challenge for student groups.  Each group will draw a pictoral map of a castle community of their own design.  The map will   

include the following elements that show student understanding of these communities:

· Important buildings, inside and outside the castle

· Landforms and water sources crucial to survival

· People important to the castle 

· Animals found inside and outside the walls

Castle Map Rubric





We think we should get a _____ because_______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________.

Teacher score ______

· Castle cake – Students bring in unfrosted cake of various sizes.  We frost and put these cakes together to make a castle.  Candy, cookies, etc. are used to add details.  Use your imaginations.  Invite the 6th grade class or parents to a castle feast.  Kids can read their fairy tales and work can be displayed.

                                             PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
· Computer literate

· Word processing skills

· Process writing skills

· Able to work cooperatively

 

MODIFICATIONS

Appropriate modifications for some students need to be made so that all students are successful.  Collaboration and peer coaching opportunities are included throughout the unit.  Additional teacher assistance should be given as needed.  Accommodations should be made for the student who may not have family support for the castle project so that all students complete a castle.
 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

This unit is introduced around St. Patrick’s Day. Children tend to be interested by leprechauns and the wearing of the green.  Ireland is a land full of castles. This unit serves as a means to extend learning about world communities of the past.  This takes about one month to complete.  I schedule it so the castles can be displayed during parent conferences.  
 

                                             TECHNOLOGY USE
· Internet as a tool for learning

· Digital camera 

· CD-ROM

· video

___________________ 's Castle Evaluation


Place�digital �picture �here.


1. I made my castle design with _______________________.


2. The materials I used were __________________________


_________________________________________________


_________________________________________________.


3. It was (a family, my) project.


4. I (always, sometimes, never) worked on this project with my family.


5. It took about _________ hours to complete the castle.


6. I rated my project a ____ because _______________________________________________________________________.


7. My teacher rated my project a ____ because _________________________________________________________.





Place blank 


clock by each event.  Students 


draw lines to show time.





My Castle


Your project is to make a castle at home. This may be an individual or a family castle. Look at the castle types on the back. Choose one to make. Use your imagination and whatever materials you have at home to make your castle. Each castle had its own design and so will yours. This is your homework for ___________________. The castle and its base should be no larger than the area of your desktop. Some of the best castle designs have been much smaller. Quality is important. Use the rubric below to help you plan your castle. Have fun while you learn! Castles are due on ____________________.





Will your castle be a 4, 3, 2 or 1?


4. The castle shows lots of imagination and creativity.   It looks and feels like stone or wood.   From looking at the castle, we can see that you used books or pictures to guide you.  It is neatly done with many extra details. 


3. The castle shows imagination and creativity.  It looks like stone or wood.  It is neatly done with extra details.


2. Your castle is done but some parts lack quality.  It's hard to tell if it's wood or stone.  It has few details. 


1. Your castle is done but lacks quality.  You can't tell if it's wood or stone.  There are no details. 








                           Castle Challenge


Our Group:	_____________________________________________________________





Questions:	What trades or skills were important?


		What was life like in the castle (day and night)?


		What was a castle feast?


		Who lived in the castle?  What did they do?


		How did a boy become a knight?





Challenge:	Working in a group of 4, plan and make a large poster that answers the highlighted 


		question.  We will be hanging these in the hall to teach everyone about castle


		communities so quality is important.  Use the room books, Destination Castle and the 


		Internet to find information that will answer your question.  Decide where and how to


		show this on your poster.  Remember to make a first draft and show me before doing


		the final poster.  





Product


Criteria:	The poster answers the questions


		Drawings are neat and detailed


		The title is written in large letters at the top 


		Drawings are labeled


		All spelling is correct


		The poster is colorful and easy to read


 		This needs to be completed by ___________.





Standard


Criteria:	I will be looking to see if all have a job and are doing it


		I will be listening to hear if everyone shares ideas positively and politely


		I will be looking, listening and questioning to see that everyone understands the task





Our jobs:	Janitor ____________________________________


                        Facilitator _________________________________


                        Checker ___________________________________


                        Reporter/Recorder___________________________	





Sign below when your poster is completed.  	








Includes all important buildings 


Landforms & water resources – defense & food


Includes all groups of castle people


Labels for everything


Correct spelling


Map key and cardinal directions


4


                  	


Includes most important buildings


Landform & water resource – defense & food


Includes most groups of castle people


Labels for most things


Most of spelling correct


Map key and cardinal directions





3		


Includes some important buildings


Landform or water resource – defense or food


Includes some groups of castle people


Some labels


Some correct spelling


Map key or cardinal directions


2


Shows one building only


No landforms or water resources shown


Includes a few of castle groups


Few or no labels


Few words spelled correctly


No map key or cardinal directions


1








3


Writes a well developed fairy tale


Includes a detailed beginning, middle and ending


Well detailed setting, interesting time and place included


Main characters – at least one good and one bad


One or more people have magical powers


Problem and solution are clearly stated


Correct spelling, punctuation and capitalization








2


Writes a fairy tale with a beginning, middle and end


The setting includes time and place


Main characters – one good and one bad


One person has magical powers


There is a problem and a solution


Most spelling, punctuation and capitalization correct








1


Fairy tale missing a beginning, middle or end


The setting lacks time and place


Missing good or bad character


No character with magical power


Problem not solved or unclear


Incorrect spelling, punctuation and capitalization











                                    Fairy Tale Writing Rubric





Authors: ____________________________________________________________

















































































































We think we should get a  _____ because __________________________________





____________________________________________________________________.








Teacher Score ________








