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OVERVIEW
1.  This is an ELA, literature unit using the novel The Eerie Canal by Jack Reber. This novel is a 3-4 grade reading level.  It will be used to reinforce and extend the concepts taught in Social Studies regarding the impact of the Erie Canal.  As we read the novel we followed the journey of the main characters along the Erie Canal by placing tacks on a map of New York State to reinforce location and to make connections to where they were geographically.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

Students will:

 Use concept attainment to make connections between historical facts and historical literature.
 Students will:

Use Follow a written set of steps used in the writing process for various types of writing

Use reciprocal teaching to summarize, question, infer, clarify, and predict
 Partner Read


 

 Identify and explain meanings of Figurative language phrasing
 

 Answer comprehension questions
 

 Respond to literature
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 What was life like the Erie Canal in 1829?
 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
Benchmark(s) 
 Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

       Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

       Elementary - Listening and Reading 

       1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

       Students:

  ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 

 make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print,     such as prior knowledge about subject, structural and context clues, and an understanding of letter-sound relationships to decode difficult words 

support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features, such as vocabulary and organizational patterns. 

       Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

       1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

       Students:  

 use a few traditional structures for conveying information such as chronological order, cause and effect, and similarity and difference 

use details, examples, anecdotes, or personal experiences to explain or clarify information 

              include relevant information and exclude extraneous material 

use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts 

observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms. 

    Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression 

       Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

       Elementary - Listening and Reading 

       1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

       Students:  

 recognize some features that distinguish the genres and use those features to aid comprehension 

understand the literary elements of setting, character, plot, theme, and point of view and compare those features to other works and to their own lives 

              use inference and deduction to understand the text 

 read aloud accurately and fluently, using phonics and context cues to determine pronunciation and meaning 

              evaluate literary meaning 

       Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

       1. Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content and language of a text. Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multi-layered. 

       Students: 

present personal responses to literature that make reference to the plot, characters, ideas, vocabulary, and text structure 

explain the meaning of literary works with some attention to meanings beyond the literal level 

              observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, and punctuation. 

    Standard 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

       Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

 Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

       1. Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based. 

monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to meet criteria for competent performance (e.g., in writing, the criteria might include development of position,

organization, appropriate vocabulary, mechanics, and neatness. In speaking, the criteria might include good content, effective delivery, diction, posture, poise, and eye contact). 

use effective vocabulary and follow the rules of grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation in persuasive writing.

INITIATING ACTIVITY
2.  In the computer lab, all the children visited a Web Quest at www.moric.org/waterville  A Journey Back in Time with 4TH Grade.  This Web Quest takes them through various sites about the history, types of boats, locks and how they work, as well as a fictionalized  diary of a child who lived and traveled along the Erie Canal.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
3.  Everyday will include reading either as whole group, partners, or independently.  Once a week I assessed their oral reading using the Oral rubric found under culminating performances. Vocabulary that will be defined in their journals through the use of context clues and dictionary reference and discussed each day in relationship to the novel.  This vocabulary is integral to understanding the lifestyle of canallers and therefore needs to be discussed and expanded on in guided discussions. The writing activities are in the form of specific tasks that will be discussed with partners and journaled and/or personally responded to in their literature logs.  One day per week the students will be asked to choose an entry that they would like to edit and go through the writing process for a final grade. The rubric used to assess these responses is found under culminating performances.

Day 1                  Chapter 1


 Prereading:  Is the title a misprint? If not, then why would the author title this story The Eerie Canal?


Identify the Setting:  


Identify the main characters:

Vocabulary:

straggling

nature preserve

hoggee

young’uns

iffn

hayburners

Reading response:


Does this chapter remind you of another book we have read? Explain how the two books are the same and different.

Day 2                 Chapter 2 and 3

Vocabulary:

aft

meekly

immature

antiques

skimmagig

bowstable

mental telepathy

telekinesis

genius

Reading Response:


Using “expensive” words describe how Tom and Sandy are feeling at the end of chapter 3.  Give reasons and proof from the chapter.


Describe the “Annie Lenore”

Day 3                     Chapter 4 and 5

Vocabulary

compartment

cuddy

duds

fancy

ample

amnesia

aqueduct
Reading response


Explain why Tom felt embarrassed.  Tell about a time when you were embarrassed.  Be sure to include some details about what happened.

Day 4                     Chapter 6 and 7
Vocabulary:

interfere

fetchin’

contentedly

glimpse

tentatively

]specimen

menacing

gallivanting

Reading Response


Why is it important for Tom and Sandy to get along?  Tell about a time when you forced yourself to get along instead of arguing with someone.


What is Tom and Sandy’s plan for getting back to their own time?


Tell about a time that you had to “swallow” your fear”.

Day 5                  Chapter 8 and 9

Vocabulary

encounter

resolve

suspiciously

lathered

“yarn”

queerest

recollect

greenhorns

recruited

commence

wager

numbskull

Reading response


Explain why Rebecca’s pa likes to” improve his position in line.”

Day 6                   Chapter 10 and 11

Vocabulary

spiffy

pursuers

damsel

craving

endeavor

superstitious

retrieve

salvage

Reading response


Who is Sam Patch?


What will Tom and Sandy do now that Ned has taken the bottle to Polly?

Day 7                Chapter 12 and 13

Vocabulary

stiffened

breach

homey

lounging

peculiar

scow

cavalry

Reading response


Why did Tom feel proud?  Tell about a time you felt proud.


Explain why farmers along the canal would be unhappy abut the canal being built.

Day   8                 Chapter 14 and 15

Vocabulary

deflated

trauma

folderol

sterilize

larynx

patron

antiseptic

leech

 Reading response


Why did Tom’s cut become infected?  Explain how doctors treated infections in 1829.  How was that different from the way doctors treat infections today?

Day  9                    Chapter 16 and 17

Vocabulary

“Sunday Best”

dawdle

cascading

Reading response


Why are Grizzy and Rebecca in their “Sunday Best”?

What if pulling the cork out of the bottle doesn’t transport Sandy and Tom back to their own time?  Tell what you think will happen to them if  it doesn’t work.

Day  10                          Chapter 18

Reading response

What will Tom and Sandy say to their parents on the phone?  How do you think their parents will react?

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
4. All Readers responses will be graded using the following rubric

5. [image: image1..pict]Oral reading will be assessed using the following rubric

[image: image2..pict]
6. 3.  End of Book test  

1. What is the genre of this story?(6 pts)

2. Put the following events from the story in order by numbering them 1-7(14 pts)

_____Sam Patch jumps off the Genesee Falls

_____Sandy and Tom become hoggees on the “Annie Lenore”

_____A breach occurs along the Erie Canal

_____Sandy steals the green bottle from Polly’s cuddy

_____Leeches suck infected blood from Tom’s wound

_____Rebecca discovers Sandy’s secret

_____Sandy and Tom find an odd green bottle along the towpath

Answer the following questions with complete sentences using details and support from the story.  Check you work for capitals, punctuation, and spelling.  Make sure your sentences make sense and answer the question.

3A.  Where are Tom and Sandy at the beginning of the story? (Be Specific)(5pts)

3B.  Where are Tom and  Sandy at the end of the story?(5 pts)

4.  Choose one of the following characters and describe the kind of person he/she is in  detail (10 pts)



Tom

Captain Reuben McWilliams



Sandy

Grizzy



Rebecca
Ned

5. What is the main problem in this story?(10 pts)

6. Do you remember what happened when the canal breached?  Explain what a breach is and what the Captain of a canal boat did when a breach was discovered on the Erie Canal.(10 pts)

7. What do you think Tom means when he says “Full freightings, Captain (10pts)

8. Explain what this sentence means, “His water soaked boots felt like stones”( 10pts)

10. 9. Have you veer read anything similar to this story?  Give the title of the story and explain how the two stories are the same. (10 pts)

11. Why do you think the author titled this story The Eerie Canal?(5 pts)

12. What do you think will happen when Tom and Sandy get back to school? (5 pts)

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Using Think Aloud/ Written Set of Steps to write reading responses to literature

Use Reciprocal Teaching to question, summarize, clarify, and predict during partner reading

Use Cause and Effect to clarify and sequence relationships between people and events

 Accessing Internet book marked website.

MODIFICATIONS
 All IEP accommodations met through the course of the unit (extended time, computer access, )

Read directions orally

Partner reading

Resource Teaching  Support

Rereading with Remedial reading teacher

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
7.  This will take 10 classroom instruction days and 1 day for assessment.

Class periods are 60 minutes each.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 Use of internet for use of book marked site.www.moric.org/waterville

 
