TitleIII Technology Literacy Challenge Grant
Learning Unit 
Overview | Content Knowledge | Essential Questions | Connection To Standards | Initiating Activity | Learning Experiences | Culminating Performance | Pre-Requisite Skills | Modifications | Schedule/Time Plan | Technology Use
LU Title: Through the Eyes of a Patriot: William Thomas Emerson
Author(s):Nancy Perry

Grade Level: 4th
School :Memorial Park Elementary School

Topic/Subject Area: ELS/SS
Address:145 East Bacon Street

Waterville, New York 13480-1207

Email:nrperry_99@yahoo.com
Phone/Fax:315-841-3700

OVERVIEW
 This is an ELA, literature unit using the historical novel from the “My Name is America” series, The Journal of William Thomas Emerson  A Revolutionary War Patriot by Barry Denenberg ,  It will be used to reinforce and extend the concepts taught in Social Studies regarding the Revolutionary War. 

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 Students will:

use concept attainment to make connections between historical facts and historical literature.
 Students will:

Use follow a written set of steps used in the writing process for various types of writing

 use reciprocal teaching to summarize, question, infer, clarify, and predict
 Partner read 

 Use before, During and After strategies to make connections about the historical content and historical context of this novel
 Use paired heads to construct various charts. lists, and t-charts

 organize knowledge using graphic organizers
 Use various graphic organizers

 Use the Mnemonic strategy “hookups” to” hook up” information, beginning with the same letter, relevant to the historical context of the novel  using the title of the book
 Interpret a document relating to the Revolutionary War

 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What factors influence the viewpoints of people in conflict?

How does war affect people and ideas?

How do people and places affect the strategy and outcome of war?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
 Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

       Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

       Elementary - Listening and Reading 

       1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

       Students: 

 select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another 

              select and use strategies they have been taught for note-taking, organizing, and 
categorizing information 

              ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 

 make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print,     such as prior knowledge about subject, structural and context clues, and an understanding of letter-sound relationships to decode difficult words 

support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features, such as vocabulary and organizational patterns. 

       Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

       1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

       Students: 

 present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts 

              select a focus, organization, and point of view for oral and written presentations 

 use a few traditional structures for conveying information such as chronological order, cause and effect, and similarity and difference 

use details, examples, anecdotes, or personal experiences to explain or clarify information 

              include relevant information and exclude extraneous material 

use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts 

observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms. 

    Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression 

       Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

       Elementary - Listening and Reading 

       1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

       Students:  

 recognize some features that distinguish the genres and use those features to aid comprehension 

understand the literary elements of setting, character, plot, theme, and point of view and compare those features to other works and to their own lives 

              use inference and deduction to understand the text 

 read aloud accurately and fluently, using phonics and context cues to determine pronunciation and meaning 

              evaluate literary meaning 

       Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

       1. Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content and language of a text. Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multi-layered. 

       Students: 

present personal responses to literature that make reference to the plot, characters, ideas, vocabulary, and text structure 

explain the meaning of literary works with some attention to meanings beyond the literal level 

              observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, and punctuation. 

    Standard 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

       Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

 Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

       1. Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based. 

       Students: 

express opinions (in such forms as oral and written reviews, letters to the editor, essays, or persuasive speeches) about events, books, issues, and experiences, supporting their opinions with some evidence 

monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to meet criteria for competent performance (e.g., in writing, the criteria might include development of position,

organization, appropriate vocabulary, mechanics, and neatness. In speaking, the criteria might include good content, effective delivery, diction, posture, poise, and eye contact). 

use effective vocabulary and follow the rules of grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation in persuasive writing.

 Standard 4 - Language for Social Interaction 

       Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction. 

       Elementary - Listening and Speaking 

       1. Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of different ages, genders, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations. 

       Students: 

              listen attentively and recognize when it is appropriate for them to speak 

recognize the kind of interaction appropriate for different circumstances, such as story hour, group discussions, and one-on-one conversations. 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 Set up a timeline on the bulletin board to chronologically identify the important events that precipitate the beginnings of the Revolutionary War. This will allow the students to see the events that impact the plot of this novel.  Include the following dates and events:  


1733 1733 
Molasses Act

  French and Indian War

1765
Kind George the III crowned

 


 

The Sugar Act

 


The Stamp Act




The Quartering Act




The Townshend Duties




The Sons of Liberty organized

1733 The Boston Massacre

     The Boston Tea Party

The First Continental Congress meets

Colonists take sides as Loyalists or Patriots

                1774-1775  The Journal of William Thomas Emerson time setting

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

Every day will include reading either as partners or independently, vocabulary that will be defined in their journals, and writing activities in the form of specific tasks that are discussed with partners and journaled and/or person responses to the literature.  The rubrics used to assess the journals and oral components are located under the culminationg performance section.

 Day 1

Book Walk



Partner read pages 5-middle of 18



Vocabulary: bound out, heathens, bellows



Writing:  Make a list of rules in your house. 



Response:  What is the best/worst rule in your house?

Day 2

Independently read middle of 18-32



Vocabulary: partial, apprentice, treason

Response: Do you think the town treated Mr. Carlise fairly? Why?

Day 3

Partner read pages 33-45



Vocabulary:  blockade, trait



Writing: Make a T-chart of traits to admire and not to admire

Response: From page 34, Why are the people distressed?  When was a time you were distressed?

Day 4

Independently read pages 47- middle of 52



Vocabulary: desert, handbill, tankard, demented

Writing: Do you think the handbill on page 48 could convince British Soldiers to desert?

Day 5

Partner read middle of page 52-middle of page 61



Vocabulary: fracas, garrison



Response: Where are the Fitch  sisters and why do you think this?

Day 6

Independently read middle of page 61-68

Response: Using the quote on page 68, explain why you think Will was chosen for the mission.

Day 7

Partner read pages 69-84



Writing:  Look at page 81,the 5th word, what is the secret message?



Response: Explain “They’re like two peas in a pod” from page 70


Day 8

Partner read pages 87-100



Vocabulary: idle, agitation, confidential, perilous

Writing:  What was the plan to expose Mr. Palmer ?  What does this tell you about Mr. Wilson?



Response: What is a false friend?

Day 9
`
Partner read pages 101-109

Writing: Refer to the quote on page 104 “Something sparks a fuse that will cause the world to explode” List the “sparks” so far in this novel



Response: Explain what “Thick as bees “ means.

Day 10
Independently read pages 113-121



Vocabulary: conspicuous

Response: Refer to the quote on page 121 “New England is a powder keg. One spark and it will explode”  Explain what this means.

Day 11 
Partner read pages 122-130



Writing: Make a t-chart of pros and cons to leaving Boston



Response: Write a point of view essay  “Should they leave Boston?”


Day 12
Partner read pages 131-133



Writing: Make a compare and contrast organizer (ie Venn Diagram)

about Will’s life at the beginning of the novel and now



Response: Explain in a paragraph how Will’s life has changed in the novel.

Day 13
Partner read pages 137-150

Writing:  Look at the “Join or Die” cartoon on page 148. Explain what it means.

Day 14-15       Last Word Assessment 



Rough Draft 

Final copy word processed
 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
 Upon completion of this novel the students will write a Last Word Response.

This requires writing the title of the novel vertically and using the first letter on each line, write a word, phrase, or sentence relating events and plot points from the novel.  This will show understanding of the important events from the book as well as comprehension of the events impacting the characters and the advent of the war.  After completing a rough draft of the Last Word Assessment, the students will be expected to word process a final copy for presentation.
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PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Using Think aloud/Written set of steps to write Summaries, Points of View, and Reading Responses to literature.

Using Reciprocal Teaching to question, summarize, clarify, and predict during partner reading assignments.

Using Cause and Effect to clarify and sequence relationships between people and events.

 

MODIFICATIONS
 Students with IEPs will have their modifications met throughout the course of the unit.
 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This is a literature unit that will take approximately 3 weeks to complete.  Each day there will be reading and writing tasks.  Vocabulary is included as needed for comprehension of the plot.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 Microsoft Word, Microsoft Works, or other appropriate word processing program.
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Oral Presentation (3 - 5)







Information







Organization







Delivery







Task Component







4 Points Each







3 Points Each







2 Points Each







1 Point Each







Accurately  stays on the topic







by telling all the necessary







information but ONLY the







related information







 







Presents all information in a 







clear and logical way 







Speaks clearly and loudly







enough without reminders







Speaks clearly and loudly







enough with only a reminder







at the start of the presentation







Needs reminders throughout







the presentation to speak 







clearly and loudly enough







Even with reminders through-







out the presentation, speaker







is not clear or loud enough 







Effectively stays on the topic







by telling most of the needed







information but ONLY the







related information







Tells most of the necessary







information related to the topic







but does not stay on topic







throughout







Tells little information that







is related to the topic







Presents much of the informa-







tion in  a clear and logical way







Presents some information in







a clear and logical way but







presents other information in







an unclear or illogical manner







Presents information in no







logical way







Presentation







Appropriate eye contact,







posture and gestures are







used throughout the







presentation







Appropriate eye contact,







posture and gestures are







used throughout most of 







the presentation







Some inappropriate use of 







eye contact, posture, or







gestures occurs but does not 







interfer with the presentation







Inappropriate use of eye 







contact, posture or gestures







interfers with the presentation
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