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OVERVIEW
 This introductory unit on verbs will lay a basic foundation for student understanding of what a verb is, how to recognize it, use of principal parts of regular and irregular verbs, and some work on tenses and progressive forms.  It will take approximately 2 weeks to complete but should be supplemented with an additional unit on some of the more advanced concepts involving verbs including transitive/intransitive verbs, active and passive voice, subject-verb agreement and the like.  The unit is presented in conjunction with the text, English, published by Houghton Mifflin; however, the material is common to all English texts for this level and is easily adaptable.  

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

There are differences between action verbs and being verbs
Distinguish between action verbs and being verbs 

Being verbs can function as linking verbs
Identify linking verbs and use them in sentences

There are main verbs and helping verbs in verb phrases
Identify the parts of a verb phrase

Verbs have a present, past, and future form
Identify the present, past and future forms of verbs and use them correctly in sentences

The forms of be, have, and do are the most commonly used verbs in the English language
Memorize the forms of be, have, and do and use them correctly in sentences

Each verb has three principal parts.
Form  the principal parts of regular verbs and use them correctly in sentences

The past and past participle forms of irregular verbs do not follow the format of regular verbs
Memorize the past  and past participle forms of irregular verbs and use them correctly in sentences

Verbs have a progressive form
Write the progressive forms of a verb

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What would be your impression of a teenager who showed up at a Senior Prom in jeans and two unmatched sneakers?  How could you compare that to someone who misuses verbs as well as other parts of speech?

How would the improper use of verbs affect a person’s chance of obtaining a job?  Name 5 specific professional jobs that a person would not be hired for if he misused verbs. 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
 
English Language Arts

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

Performance Indicator

· Students will listen to video clips of characters from two television shows and discuss how their use of language influences the way others perceive them.

· Students will perform several writing activities, which will exhibit a level of mastery in verb usage.

· Students will read from an English grammar text to acquire information about verbs.

Standard 3: Language for critical analysis and evaluation.

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues.

Performance Indicator

· Students will perform several writing activities, which will evaluate their mastery level of verb usage.

Standard 4: Language for social interaction.

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction. Students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for effective social communication with a wide variety of people. As readers and listeners, they will use the social communications of others to enrich their understanding of people and their views.

Performance Indicator

· Students will interact with other members of their group in discussing several of the written activities in this unit.

Math, Science, Technology

Standard 2:  Information Systems

Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies. 

Performance Indicator

· Students will use a Power Point presentation created by the teacher to review and assess their understanding of the lessons in this unit.

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 The teacher will show segments from the Beverly Hillbillies and Family Ties TV shows.  Discussion will evolve around the way Jethro Clampett and Alex P. Keaton appear during each segment.  Compare and contrast the characters’ appearance, conversation, and behavior.  Which character is most likely to impress a girl on a first date?  Why?  Which character is most likely to land a job in an insurance business?  Why?  Which character is most likely to command respect from others around him?   Why?  Discuss how the use of proper English is advantageous in everyday life.  Remind students that the proper use of verbs is one of the most important ways that a person can “put his best foot forward.”   

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Day 1 (40 minutes)

The teacher will show a ten minute clip of two young adult males from the TV shows, Family Ties and the Beverly Hillbillies.  Students will be divided into groups of 3 or 4 and be given a Venn diagram to do a comparison and contrast of the two characters, including details about their appearance, conversation, and behavior.  A reporter from each group will be asked to share some of that group’s details with the class.  The teacher will record these on the board on a Venn diagram.  Obvious answers regarding all three areas of student observations will bring students to the conclusion that impressions of others are shaped in many ways.  Proper use of language is one of them and specifically, verbs, because we use them in every sentence.

Day 2 (40 minutes)

Show students a photograph of a student sporting event, perhaps a basketball game with students cheering in the background.  Ask students to suggest what the people in the photo are doing.  Write their answers on the board.  The teacher should direct the group so that answers will include both action and being verbs.  Underline the verbs in each sentence.  Explain to students that they will read about two kinds of verbs in a sentence and will be able to distinguish between these two types by using the example verbs listed on the board. After reading Lesson 1, students will use their examples to identify the two types of verbs.  A further distinction should also be made between mental action and physical action.  Do a guided practice activity with students to check for comprehension.  

The list of verbs on the board from the earlier activity can then be a springboard for further information about linking verbs.  Using the students’ sentences with being verbs, ask students to replace those verbs with either is or are.  Ask students if the meaning of the sentences has changed substantially.  Point out that substituting is or are for the verb in a sentence is a good way to identify linking verbs. Ask students to write a paragraph, describing a typical afternoon after school with their friends.  Have them list the verbs they used in columns labeled action and being.

Ask them to rewrite the paragraph of their typical afternoon without using any being verbs.  Then have them exchange papers with a partner.  Partners should read both paragraphs and answer these questions:  Which paragraph is more interesting?  Which is more fun to read?   Why?  Discuss answers with the entire group.

Day 3 (40 minutes)

Use a tape recording of a local radio sports broadcast about baseball or even a TV broadcast.  Announcers tend to use extremely colorful verbs in expressing a victory over another team.  Have students listen and write down as many of the verbs as they can.  Point out that the verbs they heard were probably only one word, but it that is not unusual for a verb to be composed of several words.  Ask students if they are familiar with the women’s auxiliary to their local fire departments or perhaps American Legion.   Ask them what type of activities this group undertakes and what the function of this group actually is (to help the main organization).  Continue the discussion by making reference to a set of verbs that “helps” the main verb in the predicate part of the sentence.  Write the group of verbs on the board.  I call them the Do MisBeHave verbs, since they are the forms of do, be, have, and a miscellaneous group of several others.  Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4 and hand out packets containing card stock strips with various helping verbs and main verbs on them as well.  The helping verb strips should be one color and the main verb strips should be printed on a second color.  Give students 2 minutes to write down as many verb combinations as they can.  Compare results among the groups. Students will be assigned an activity on recognizing helping and main verbs.  Students will be given a quiz on the following day on recognition of verbs and verb phrases after the homework is discussed.

Day 4 (40 minutes)

Write 3 sentences on the board using a singular subject and indicating an action that is taking place in the present, the past, and in the future.  Ask students to suggest when these actions are taking place and label the 3 sentences Past, Present, and Future.  Rewrite the 3 sentences changing the singular subject to a plural subject and ask students to provide the form of the verb that would be used with that plural subject.  Write the words Present, Past, and Future on the board.  Give a list of verbs in the various tenses and ask students to decide under which heading each would be listed.  Point out the s and es endings in present tenses, ed in past tenses and the use of will in future tenses.   Have students write a weather bulletin describing some unusual weather that has hit or is about to hit your area.  They should use all three verb tenses in their bulletin.  On the following day, bulletins can be read aloud or shared with a partner.  Students should identify each verb and its tense.

Day 5 (40 minutes)

The forms of be, have, and do are the most commonly used verbs in the English language.  Unfortunately, they are sometimes the most difficult to use correctly because their proper forms are irregular and must be memorized.  Let students know that these verbs can function as main verbs and as helping verbs.  Read Lesson 4 and do the Try It Out activity together.  Ask students to write a short note to an older relative or friend describing a recent school day.  Have them underline the different forms of be, have, and do in their letters.  Exchange papers with a partner and direct each partner to make a chart with separate boxes for present and past.  Have them put a check in the correct box each time they find the corresponding form of be, have, or do.

Day 6 (40 minutes)

Use various Lego pieces to show students how basic pieces can create a variety of objects.  From one set of Legos, many different things can be built.  Discuss principal parts of a verb including the present participle, past, and the past participle in relation to the Legos, telling students that these are the main building blocks of all verbs.  Refer to a chart of the principal parts of 4 or 5 regular verbs, pointing out the pattern for developing each (present participle with ing added to the verb; past participle with ed added to the verb; past participle using a helper and the ed form of the verb).  Divide students into groups of 3 or 4.  Distribute card stock strips (all the same color) of the 3 principal parts of one verb to each group of students.  Hand them a second packet of card stock strips of the helping verbs (all a second color).  Have students use the two packets to write down as many different verb combinations as possible within a 3 minute time frame.  See which group came up with the greatest number in that time. Point out that all verbs were constructed with the use of the principal parts from one verb.  Ask students to write the principal parts of 8 regular verbs.  Check for comprehension.

Day 7 (40 minutes)

Discuss the principal parts of be, have, and do. Point out that these verbs do not follow the same forms as the 4 or 5 verbs used in the discussion of principal parts on the previous day.   They are irregular as are many other verbs.  The principal parts of these irregular verbs must be memorized or learned through proper usage.  Refer to the list of irregular verbs in the text in Lesson 6.  This list highlights some of these verbs whose forms tend to be misused.  Discuss the typical mistakes made with these verbs.  Students should notice that groups of these verbs do share similar changes in their parts, but most irregular verbs do not have such patterns.  Students will be given a proofreading practice with a number of incorrect principal parts.  They will be asked to make the corrections.          

Day 8 (40 minutes)

Lesson 7 has an even more extensive list of irregular verbs to be discussed.  Do the Try It Out activity with students.  Students will be given another proofreading practice with incorrect principal parts to be corrected.  Students will be given a quiz on irregular verbs on the following day after the homework has been corrected.   

Day 9 (40 minutes)

Progressive forms of verbs are verbs that show action in progress.  Write examples on the board of verbs in present progressive, past progressive, and future progressive.  Have students draw conclusions about the way that these forms are derived.  (All verbs in progressive form add –ing to the end of the main verb.  The present and past progressive forms of a verb always use a form of be as a helper, and the future progressive uses will or shall, a form of be and the –ing ending at the end of the main verb.)  Students should do Try It Out in this lesson and then name the progressive forms for 5 or 6 verbs.  Use he or she as the subject.  Students will be asked to write a paragraph about the way school is preparing them for what they hope to do when they graduate.  They should include 5 or 6 verbs in progressive form and underline them.

Day 10 (40 minutes)

Discuss writing strategies in using verb tenses correctly.  Refer to p. 127 on Revising Strategies and do the revising activities for practice.  Distribute a graphic organizer which students will complete on their own.  This organizer will require students to review the various concepts taught in this unit and to provide examples of their own.  Discuss these organizers in groups, having students share answers and evaluate student examples.  

Day 11 (40 minutes)

Students will go to the computer lab to work through a Power Point presentation created by the teacher to help them review their work on verbs in these 7 lessons.  Because this is a computer presentation and the program can be completed at the student’s own pace, there seems to be greater excitement about review.  Throughout the program, students are given narration highlighting the key points of each lesson, sample sentences to practice key concepts, and an explanation of the answers.  Students are reminded to seek extra help from the teacher if they are still having problems with the material in any of the lessons.  

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE
Students will be given a unit test comprised of 25 % objective questions on the various verb concepts taught, 25% based on a written proofreading practice where students will be asked to make necessary corrections involving verb usage, and two 25% creative writing pieces in which correct verb usage will be assessed.    

 *Rubric follows at the end of the unit

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
· Students should know that every sentence has a subject and a predicate.

· The predicate part of a sentence contains the verb.

 

MODIFICATIONS
Daily assignments may be done with the aid of a Resource Room teacher.  The Power Point presentation may also be completed at the student’s own pace and can be completed outside of class if necessary.  The program will be accessible to all students and computers in the high school building.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This unit will take approximately ten 40 minute class periods to complete.  A new lesson would be presented each day with the exception of the work on using principal parts, which is rather lengthy.  This may be done over a two-day period.  Except for the first day, students will be expected to do an assignment out of class each night on that day’s material.  This unit on verbs is basically an introductory unit.  Additional study should be done on other verb tenses, transitive and intransitive verbs, active and passive voice, subject-verb agreement, and troublesome verbs.  The teacher will need to prepare video clips similar to the ones suggested in the initiating activity.  A tape recording of baseball scores will also need to be produced for the work on recognizing verbs.  I like to present the verb material at the beginning of the school year because so much of what we do is a pre-requisite for work on other parts of speech.   

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 Students will use a Power Point presentation created by the teacher, to help evaluate themselves on material taught and/or to review for the final unit test on this unit.  This program will also be useful to any student who is absent and needs to reinforce the written material in the book with an audio/visual presentation and practice session.  The computer presentation will include a review of all major concepts in each of the 7 lessons, with 5-8 sentences offered for practice on each concept.  The teacher’s voice will be recorded on all slides, and a correct answer and explanation for each sentence in the practice sections, will be included.  Students will be reminded to write down the sections of material with which they are still having difficulty and to see the teacher for more help if necessary.

Rubric for Verb Test Essays follows on next page.

Quality
4
3
2
1
0

Verb Usage
-exhibits mastery of verb usage with no errors
-exhibits verb usage with few errors
-exhibits errors in verb usage in less than half of the essay
-exhibits many errors in verb usage
-exhibits little if any under-standing of  correct verb usage

Development
-exhibits many examples with elaboration and full development
-exhibits many examples with elaboration
-exhibits some examples with elaboration
-exhibits some use of examples to  support ideas
-exhibits little if any use of examples to support ideas

Organization
-maintains a clear focus and shows a logical sequence of ideas
-is generally focused with a clear attempt at organization
-is generally focused with some irrelevant details
-shows some focus regarding minor details
-lacks a clear focus










