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LEARNING CONTEXT 


Purpose or Focus of Experience

The purpose of this experience is to expose students to a different type of genre…Legends.  Through this literary experience and related activities students will gain an understanding of what a legend is, how Native Americans used names to describe a quality of a person, and understand that each state has a special flower as its symbol.  This experience will also extend and refine the students’ reading and writing skills.  As a culminating experience the students will create a drawing of a state flower and place it on a large map of the United States.

Connection to Standards

Standard 2-Language for Literary Response and Expression

ELA 2: Key Idea 3: Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretation, analyses, and reactions to the content and language of a text, speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multi-layered.

Performance Indicator

· Students observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structures appropriate to written forms.

Tasks

· Students will write a paragraph about their chosen Native American name.

MST 2: Key Idea 1: Information technology is used to retrieve process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.

Performance Indicators

· Students will access needed information from printed media, electronic databases, and community resources.

Task

· Students will use the Internet to access information on a specific topic.

Essential Questions
1.  What is a legend?

2. How do Native Americans use names to describe the qualities of a person?

3. What is a Bluebonnet?

4. Do all states have a flower as its symbol?

Content Knowledge: Declarative, Procedural

	Declarative Knowledge
	Procedural Knowledge

	The students will know how to identify a state flower.
	Students will access the Internet to gain information on a state flower and place their flower on a large map of the United States.

	The students will understand how Native American names are used to describe a quality of a person.
	Students will name themselves according to a quality or qualities they have and write a short paragraph about their name.

	The students will become aware that each state has a state flower as its symbol.
	The students will draw and color their state flower and place it on a large map of the United States.


PROCEDURE

Day 1: Initiating Activity

Materials:

Bonnet, lupine flower, the word “legend” written on a 3x5 card, blue gift bag, The Legend of the BlueBonnet by Tomie DePaola 

Place the following items in a blue bag and show them to the students.

· bonnet

· Lupine flower (real, fake, or a picture)

· The word legend written on a 3x5 card

**It is important to also draw reference to the blue bag when showing the students these items.

After showing the items in the bag to the students, ask the students what they think all of these items have in common.  What type of a story do you think we will be reading about?  What do you think is going to happen in the story?  Write the students ideas on chart paper or the chalkboard.  

Write the word “legend” on the board.   Ask if anyone knows what this word means. Write responses on chart paper or the chalkboard.  Then have a few students look up the word legend in the dictionary and write it on the board.  Compare the definition with the student responses.  

Read the story orally to the students.  Refer back to their predictions to see if any of their responses were correct or close to being correct.

Day 2  
Discuss why the little girl’s name changed at the end of the story.  Talk about how Native Americans used names to describe a quality of a person.  A discussion of the word quality may be necessary.  What qualities did this Native American girl have at the beginning of the story that were related to her name?  What qualities did she have at the end of the story that were related to her name?  Record the qualities on chart paper.  Save this chart for use on day .

Day 3

Materials:

Photocopy feathers onto blue construction paper, vocabulary matching sheet  

Review The Legend of the BlueBonnet.  Have the students summarize the important events in the story.  Review what a legend is.  

Write the following vocabulary words on blue feathers.  

· shaman, famine, sacrifice, possession, brilliant, drought, restored

Put them all in a bag.  Divide the students into groups of 2 or 3.  Let each group choose a feather from the bag.  Have each group get a dictionary to look up their word.  They are to write the definition on the back of the feather.

Call out the definition of one word at a time. Whichever group has the word that matches the definition comes up to tape their feather on a large cut out of a Native American girl and uses the word in a sentence.

Pass out vocabulary worksheet for students to complete independently.
Day 4

Materials:

graphic organizer worksheet 

Have the students buddy read the story.  Present the graphic organizer worksheet on chart paper or on the overhead.  Pass out the graphic organizer worksheet.  Students fill in their worksheet as the class as a whole fills in the organizer on chart paper or on the overhead.  Using the graphic organizer, have the students write a summary of the story.  

Day 5

Materials:

“It’s all in my Name” worksheet and “It’s all in my Name” Rubric (see page 8) 

Refer to the chart about the qualities of the Native American girl created on day 2.  Review the qualities she had that were related to her names.  Pass out the “It’s all in my Name” worksheet and have the students list some of their own qualities.  Students can take this home to get some additional help or ideas from their parents or caregivers.  Save this worksheet for use on day 7.  Pass out “It’s All In My Name” rubric and go over it with the students.  

Day 6: Art Activity

Materials:

Brown construction paper, directions for making the Native American child, different colored yarn, scissors, glue, markers, and any other art supplies available.

Students will create a Native American child, which will be used for their Native American name-writing piece.  Use large brown construction paper for the body.  Students may use any of the materials to construct their own Native American child.

Day 7  

Materials:

Native American children that were created on day 6, glue, and writing paper cut into 6”x6” squares, completed “It’s all in my Name” worksheet

The students will use their “It’s all in my Name” worksheet to write a paragraph about their Native American name and how it relates to their qualities.   These writing pieces can be glued to the inside of the Native American child that was created on day 6.  

Day 8: Culminating Experience

Materials:

map of the United States, access to the Internet,  “State Flower Internet” worksheet, Rubric for Assessing Information Systems (see page 9) 

Hand out the “State Flower Internet” worksheet and go over the instructions.  

Go down to the computer lab and access the Internet to find out which flower is their chosen state’s flower.  Use the rubric for assessing MST 2. 

Students are to create a small drawing of their state flower, including the flower’s name, and place it on a large map of the United States.  This project can be hung in the hallway.

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS
Before teaching this learning experience it is recommended that the students have had a moderate amount of experience with this type of writing.  They must have familiarity with the elements of writing such as titles, beginning, middle, and end, and paragraph structure.  Being exposed to this type of writing, before engaging in this project, will make it a much less frustrating and more engaging experience for the students.  

If a computer lab is not available, a classroom computer will work just as well.  However, it may take a few more days to complete the culminating experience.  A software program, such as Encarta Encyclopedia or any other informational program with state flower information will work if access to the Internet is unavailable.  Again, the project may take a few more days to complete if this is done.

TIME REQUIRED
1. Planning Time

1 hour for gathering materials, books, and planning a schedule

30 minutes to locate an Internet site and develop a worksheet

2 days for students to completely finish their culminating experience

2. Implementation Time

Day 1:  30 minutes (in the classroom)

Day 2:  30 minutes (in the classroom)

Day 3:  30 minutes (in the classroom)

Day 4:  30 minutes (in the classroom)

Day 5:  30 minutes (in the classroom)

Day 6:  1 hour (in the classroom)

Day 7:  45 minutes (in the classroom)

Day 8:  30 minutes (in the classroom)

 45 minutes (in the computer lab)

RESOURCES

The Legend of the BlueBonnet by Tomie DePaola


Scholastic INC.

ISBN 0-590-42603-6

READ! WRITE! PUBLISH!  Making Books in the Classroom

1992 Edition

Creative Teaching Press Inc.

Cypress, CA 90630

North American Indians Theme Series

1990 Edition

Creative Teaching Press Inc.

Cypress, CA 90630

Internet Website for State Flower Project

http://home.cfl.rr.com/eaa/StateCapitols.htm
ASSESSMENT PLAN

It’s all in my Name Rubric

____I have written my Native American name correctly.  (Use the example in the book to help you)_____ (Teachers Initials)

_____My name is related to the qualities I have written about. _____

​_____I have an indented paragraph. _____

​​_____I have used capital letters where I need them. _____

_____I have used correct spelling._____

_____I have written complete sentences._____

_____I have used the correct punctuation._____

_____My handwriting is neat._____

	Your Score
	You Need
	Your New Name Is

	4
	All 8 parts of the rubric
	One-Who-Did-A-Great-Job

	3
	6-7 parts of the rubric
	One-Who-Did-A-Good-Job

	2
	5-4 parts of the rubric
	One-Who-Worked-Hard

	1
	3 or fewer parts of the rubric
	One-Who-Tries-His/Her Best


Rubric for Assessing Information Systems

Name________________________________

Activity: Internet Research

 Yes

With Help
     No





Student was able to log on to the Internet.

Student was able to type in the 
address.

Student was able to access specific sites.

Student was able to find information from a site.

Student was able to log off the Internet.

STUDENT WORK
Samples will be brought to peer review.

  

REFLECTION

This learning experience was a very engaging literary experience not only for the students, but also for me.  Because the writing activities were related to the students themselves and based on real life information, the students found the writing activities to be exciting instead of hard and boring.

Although the making of the Native American child was a fun and engaging activity, I may choose to have the art teacher do this project with them in the future.  One of the lessons may have been eliminated if the art teacher could have done the art activity with them.

Overall, I think the students gained a broader understanding of legends.  Many of the students are now checking out books on legends when they go to library.  I don’t think they will ever forget what a bluebonnet is.  Mostly, the students just had a fun experience learning through one book and using it to search inside themselves for some of their own qualities.  
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