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OVERVIEW

This is a Kindergarten unit on rhyming. The unit will strongly emphasize rhymes found in literature. Incorporated into the unit will be listening to books, poems, songs, and words that contain rhymes. Students will compare words in a variety of ways to decide if they rhyme. Students will also write rhyming words. As a culminating activity, students will do a re-write of a rhyming book, making up their own rhyming words. The unit will take approximately three weeks to complete.
CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
	Declarative

	1. Students will be able to state that words that rhyme have a similar sound.

	Procedural

	1. Students will listen for rhyming words in a variety of literature pieces, and be able to orally

    identify rhyming pairs.         

	2. Given a word, students will make up a word that rhymes.

	3. Students will use prior knowledge, context clues, and knowledge of rhymes to predict   

    words that rhyme.

	4. Students will sequence story events.

	5. Students will compare and contrast rhyming words in a word sort activity.

	6. Students will write rhymes.


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

Can you say a word that rhymes with cat?

Do bet and pet rhyme? 

What is a rhyme?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s)

Learning Standards In English Language Arts 

Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

Students: 

· support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features, such as vocabulary and organizational patterns. 

· Students will use prior knowledge, context clues, and knowledge of                                                             rhymes to predict words that rhyme.

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

Students: 

· use a few traditional structures for conveying information such as chronological order, cause and effect, and similarity and difference 

· Students will sequence story events.

· include relevant information and exclude extraneous material.

· Students will compare and contrast rhyming words in a word sort. 

· observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms.

· Students will write rhymes.

Standard 4 - Language for Social Interaction 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction. 

Elementary - Listening and Speaking 

1. Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of different ages, genders, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations. 

Students: 

· listen attentively and recognize when it is appropriate for them to speak 

· Students will listen for rhyming words in a variety of literature pieces,

      and be able to orally  identify rhyming pairs.         

INITIATING ACTIVITY

As a hook into the unit, students will listen to a tape of  “Willaby Wallaby Woo” from Singable Songs for the Very Young, (Raffi, 1996). After listening to the song several times, the teacher and students will sing the song creating a rhyme starting with “W”   for  each student’s name.

Willaby Wallaby Wee, an elephant sat on me.

Willaby Wallaby Woo, an elephant sat on you.

Willaby Wallaby Wustin, and elephant sat on Justin…

This activity should be repeated during the following unit until the children know the song well.
LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

	Lesson
	Procedural (P) or Declarative (D) Acquisition Experiences

	2


	(P) The teacher will read Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin, Jr.  After four or five rhymes, the teacher will pause before finishing the next rhyme, allowing the children to verbally complete the rhyme, using repetitive verse “I see a ____________ looking at me.”

Teacher will define rhyming, and site examples from the story. Throughout the following lessons, the teacher should continue to define rhyming and site examples.

	3
	(P) The children sit in a circle. The teacher tosses a beanbag to another adult and says “The ship is loaded with cheese.”  The other adult says, “The ship is loaded with peas.” and then tosses the bean bag back to the teacher who repeats the “The ship is loaded with cheese.”  The teacher then tosses the beanbag to a student who must say the rhyme with a new rhyming word at the end. Students may need help making up words. Nonsense words that rhyme are acceptable.

As a follow-up, this game can be repeated, and the last word can be changed so new rhymes can be made.

	4
	(P) The teacher will read Each Peach Pear Plum, by Janet and Alan Ahlsberg.  After four or five rhymes, the teacher will pause before finishing the rhyme, allowing the children to verbally complete the next rhyme, using their previous knowledge of nursery rhymes, rhyming sounds, and picture clues.

	5
	(P) The teacher will read See You Later, Alligator, by Freiedland and Straus. After reading the book, the teacher will demonstrate to students how to rhyme several pictures of animals and foods as was done in the story. In numbered heads, the students will form pairs, receive their own pictures, and create their own “See you later” rhymes, with student #1 saying the picture names, both students matching the rhyming pairs, and student # 2 telling the rhymes to the class.

	6
	(P) Using think-pair-share, students will listen to a simple rhyming book, Buzz Said the Bee, by W. Lewison on tape. The students will independently listen for the rhyming words on the tape. After listening to the tape, the student will pair with a partner to discuss the rhyming words. They will then share the rhyming words with their class.


	7
	(P) In numbered heads, students will receive pictures of objects, which rhyme along with pictures that don’t rhyme. Students must choose the objects that rhyme from the groups of pictures.  Student # 1 will then paste the rhyming pairs onto the graphic organizer. Student # 2 will read the picture names out loud, and say the rhyming sounds.

	8
	(P) The teacher will read In the Small, Small Pond, by Denise Fleming. When finished, the class will sequence the story events using pictures of animals from the story, as the teacher re-reads the rhyme that goes with each animal picture.

As a follow-up, the students can read the book and sequence the story as a small group activity.

	9
	(P) The teacher will read “Whisky Frisky”, a pocket chart poem written on sentence strips. Before reading, the teacher will distribute rhyming words, which will be on different colored strips to emphasize their rhymes. As the teacher reads each sentence, she will pause and allow the students to bring up the correct rhyming words to finish each sentence. The students and teacher will re-read the poem until each child has a turn.

As a follow-up, the poem should be put in the poetry center for students to practice.

	10
	(P) In small groups, the students will generate their own words for the poem “Whisky Frisky”.  The children will write the words on sentence strips and read the poem with the new words in it.

	11
	(P) The teacher will read  I Can’t, Said the Ant, by Cameron, P. After reading the rhyming words, the teacher will stop and ask the students what words they heard that rhyme.

	12
	(P) In small groups, play rhyming bingo. Paste groups of rhyming pictures to a bingo game board. Make a set of cards from which to call. Players cover pictures that rhyme as the words are called.

As a follow-up activity, the game can be played with word cards instead of pictures, as students learn to read when the year progresses.

	13
	(P) As a prerequisite to the culminating activity, read Nature Walk, by Douglas Florian. In addition to the rhymes, discuss the plot which has the characters walking in the woods and spotting various animals and plants. 


CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)

Read  In the Tall, Tall, Grass, by Denise Fleming to students. Explain to students the class will do a re-write of the story called In the Wild, Wild Woods. Using chart paper, set up a word web with woods written in the middle of the web. Brainstorm animals or plants found in the woods, and have each student name something they might see. As the children make suggestions, write the words in the web, or have the children do the writing.  

Taking a suggestion from the web, write a rhyme in the same style as the story. The rhyme will then be written in Microsoft Publisher and illustrated. This will be an example for students to use.

Using Microsoft Publisher, each student will write a rhyme on the computer, with adult help. The student will then illustrate their page. The rhymes will then be bound together into the book  In the Wild, Wild Woods. 

         How Well  Did I Write?

	1. My sentence made        

    sense.
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	2. My words rhyme.
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	3. My sentence ends with a 

    punctuation mark . ! ?
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	4. My picture matches my 

    sentence.
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PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

There are no pre-requisite skills for this unit.

    MODIFICATIONS

The unit lessons may need to be broken down into shorter segments at the beginning of the year. The activities in the unit can be repeated if students are having problems grasping the concepts. Students with special needs may need more individual adult help on the writing activity. 
UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

The unit is broken down into lessons rather than days in order to allow for teacher discretion on whether to repeat activities if it seems necessary. The unit will take approximately 3-4 weeks.
TECHNOLOGY USE

· Tape recorder

· Microsoft Publisher will be used for the culminating activity. The students will probably need to work one on one with the teacher due to the age and inexperience of the students.
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