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OVERVIEW
 The ELA unit, Fun with Grammar, will help students to become familiar with the different parts of speech.  Students will demonstrate their understanding of nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, and prepositions.  Students will demonstrate their knowledge of the parts of speech through identifying, categorizing, writing sentences, and poetry.  This learning unit should take approximately 19 class periods at 45 minutes per period.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 
Students will know the    
Students will know how to 

*Characteristics of nouns, pronouns,
*Write poetry (shape and diamante poem) adjectives, verbs, adverbs, and prepositions


 
*Identify the differences between nouns, 
*Use writing process
pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, and

prepositions 

ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S)
· How does the use of those grammar techniques influence our writing?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
 ELA #1: Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding.
Key Idea: Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas; discovering relationships, generalizations, and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

Indicator: Gathers and interprets information from a variety of sources

Indicator: Selects, organizes, and categorizes information through a variety of strategies

 

Indicator:  Constructs meaning from print through appropriate strategies

Key Idea: Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information clearly, concisely, and comprehensibly.

Indicator:  Presents information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms

Indicator:  Observes basic writing conventions

ELA #2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

Key Idea: Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text.  


Indicator:  Read a variety of literatures of different genres


Indicator:  Use inference and deduction to understand the text

Key Idea: Speaking and writing for literary response involves interpretations, analyses, and reactions to the content and language of a text.  Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multilayered. 

Indicator:  Create their own stories, poems, and songs using the elements of literature they have read and appropriate vocabulary

Indicator:  Observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, and punctuation

ELA #4: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction

Key Idea: Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of different ages, genders, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations.

Indicator:  Listen attentively and recognize when it is appropriate for them to speak

Indicator:  Take turns speaking and respond to other’s ideas in conversations on familiar topics

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 Students will view the video SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK: GRAMMAR ROCK to launch the unit.  Teacher will also introduce the computer software Grammar Rock to the students.  They can use the software during learning center time to reinforce grammar skills and activities.  Assessment is teacher observation and class discussion.  Time frame for this activity is one period.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
1. To acquire knowledge and construct meaning, teacher and students read aloud   

together the book MERRY-GO-ROUND; a BOOK ABOUT NOUNS by Ruth Heller.  Teacher and students discuss book during and after read aloud.  Use 3-minute pause during class discussion. 

To acquire knowledge and organize information, as a whole group, students will recall different types of nouns and organize them in a chart (person, place, thing, or animal).  Also, teacher will introduce the difference between common nouns and proper nouns.  The teacher will give students different nouns and the students will write the nouns in the correct column (common/ proper).

Assessment for both of the above activities will be teacher observation (class discussion and participation).  Time frame to complete activity is one period.

2. Students extend and refine knowledge by creating a collage in which students will locate and cut out magazine pictures of different nouns.  Then students will classify pictures into the different categories for nouns (person, place, thing, or animal). Once students are finished with the collage, each group will give an oral presentation about their collage.  Each student will choose a part of the collage to talk about. Students will work in small groups of 3-4 students.  Assessment is a rubric- see attached.  Time frame will be four periods (3 ½ work time ½ group presentations).

3. To acquire knowledge and construct meaning, teacher will discuss what a pronoun is (both singular and plural) and provides students with written examples.  Students will read various sentences, identify the nouns in a sentence, and then replace the noun with its correct pronoun.  The students will rewrite the sentences correctly and underline the singular pronouns with a green crayon and plural pronouns with a blue crayon.  Assessment will be teacher observations.  Time frame to complete activity is one period.

4. To acquire knowledge and construct meaning, teacher and students read aloud together the book; MANY LUSCIOUS LOLLIPOPS by Ruth Heller.  Teacher and students discuss book during and after read aloud.  Use 3-minute pause during class discussion.  To acquire knowledge and organize information, as a whole group, students will make a list of adjectives from the book and brainstorm others.   Assessment for both of the above activities will be teacher observation (class discussion and participation).  Time frame to complete activity is one period.  

5.  To acquire knowledge and construct meaning, in pairs, students will describe different

objects in the room.  Then using their five senses, students describe the following objects/ food (ice cream sandwich, barbecue potato chips, lemon, celery, playdough, various rocks, and hand lotion).  With their partner, they will write down different adjectives on a chart and share aloud findings.  Assessment will be teacher observation.  Time frame to complete activity is one period.

6.  To acquire knowledge and construct meaning, students will choose an animal and write adjectives that describes your animal.  Students will write the words in the shape of the animal.  Assessment is teacher observation.  Time frame to complete activity is one period.

7.   To acquire knowledge and construct meaning, teacher and students read aloud together the book about verbs; KITES SAIL HIGH by Ruth Heller.  Teacher and students discuss book during and after read aloud.  Use 3-minute pause during class discussion.  To acquire knowledge and organize information, as a whole group, students will make a list of verbs from the book and brainstorm others.   Assessment for both of the above activities will be teacher observation (class discussion and participation).  Time frame to complete activity is one period.  

8. Students acquire knowledge and construct meaning by creating a class book of verbs.  Students will individually find and cut out pictures of different action verbs.  Then they will glue pictures onto paper and write sentences about their pictures.  After writing their sentences, students type their sentences using MS Word or any other word processing program.  Then the student will glue their final page onto the paper with their magazine cut outs.  Assessment is a checklist- see attached.  Time frame to complete activity is two periods.

9. To acquire knowledge, construct meaning, and organize information, the teacher will introduce and discuss the differences between past, present, and future verbs (regular first, irregular second).  The teacher will make a chart and list different verbs.  Then the teacher will write how each verb is written in all tenses.  Independently, students will choose a different verb and write three sentences that demonstrates the three verb tenses.  Assessment is teacher observation.  Time frame to complete activity is one period.

10.  To acquire knowledge and construct meaning, the teacher will define and give 

       examples of helping verbs.  The teacher will provide students with sentences and 

       students will have to identify both the helping verb and/or action verb in each 

       sentence.  Assessment is teacher observation.  Time frame to complete activity is one   

       class period.


11.  To acquire knowledge and construct meaning, teacher reads aloud a book about 

adverbs, UP, UP, and AWAY: A BOOK ABOUT ADVERBS by Ruth Heller.  Teacher and students discuss book during and after read aloud.  Teacher uses 3-minute pause for class discussion.  Teacher tells students that an adverb usually describes how something is done, when or where something is done.  Teacher makes note to students that adjectives turn into adverbs by adding a -ly to the end of the word.  Teacher gives sentences to students.  Students identify adverbs in sentences.  Assessment will be teacher observation.  Time frame to complete activity is one period.  

12. To acquire knowledge, construct meaning, and store information, students will view a video about prepositions called “Over the Moon” Video Masters (Oneida/Herkimer and Madison BOCES).  After watching the video, the teacher and students will discuss what prepositions are and have them recall the prepositions that are used in the video.   Students will brainstorm a list of prepositions and create a crossword puzzle, word search, or unscramble words using the Internet site; puzzlemaker.com.   Assessment will be teacher observation and finished puzzle.  Time frame to complete activity is one to two periods.

13.  Students extend and refine knowledge when using the computer software programs,   Kidspiration K-2 and Schoolhouse Rock: Grammar Rock during learning center time and any other free time the student may have during and after the school day.  Assessment will be teacher observation. 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
 As a culminating activity students will each write a diamante poem.  Each student writes a diamante poem about himself or herself.  Teacher will model how to write poem on overhead projector.   Assessment will be a checklist  (see attached).  Time frame will be one period.

Also, students will be given a matching test in which the student will match the correct part of speech word with its correct definition.  The test (see attached) will be given after the completion of the diamante poem.  

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
· Students know how to read and use rubrics

· Students know how to access the Internet

· Students know how to use MS Word software and other software programs

MODIFICATIONS
· Extended time for task

· Pair students who are non-English speakers with student who speaks and understands both languages

· Questions read and answers recorded by scribe or tape recorder

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 The Fun with Grammar learning unit should take approximately 19 class periods at 45 minutes per period.

TECHNOLOGY USE
http://www.puzzlemaker.com
Schoolhouse Rock: Grammar Rock video

Schoolhouse Rock: Grammar Rock computer software

Over the Moon video
 Kidspiration K-2 computer software
REFLECTION

My unit, Fun with Grammar, was very exciting and enjoyable for my students and myself.  The activities I had chosen were designed to get the children involved in their own learning by using a variety of hands on learning.  The students’ individual, small group, and whole group participation was exceptionally receptive to the learning experiences in the unit.  The unit provided the students the opportunity to be exposed to many different learning materials that made learning about grammar more exciting.  For example, the unit uses picture books, magazines, computer programs/ software, videos, and oral presentations.

The most exciting activity the students completed was the class verb book Fun with Verbs.  The students used real life pictures from magazines and wrote sentences about their pictures using the computer.  They were really excited about this learning activity because they were working independently on their own page yet it was a class project.  The pictures they had chosen were excellent and had variety.  Their sentences were also very well written.  The students showed pride in their page because they were the creators.  

The collage learning experience was challenging for some of the students.  They had to work together as a team to get their project completed.  For the most part, the teams worked fairly well together.  However a couple groups needed to work on their team organization skills.  One particular group, Group D, did not work very well together.  Instead of working as a team, the group worked more independently. Consequently, they did not finish their collage and their oral presentation could have been better.  This activity was challenging because the group had to work as a team in order to have a successful product in the end.

One of my favorite activities was the culminating activity, the diamante poem.  I liked this learning experience because it gave me an idea of how much the students had learned about the different parts of speech.  The students had a lot of fun with this poem because they had to write about themselves.  As a teacher, it was great for me to see how the students described themselves and whether or not they understood the parts of speech that are needed to write the poem correctly.  

Overall, this unit was very fun and exciting to do.  It can be used as a unit by itself or in combination with your reading series.  This unit can also be used at the end of the year for a review.  I believe the name of the unit speaks for itself, Fun with Grammar.            
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Rubric for “Fun with Grammar”: Activity #2- Collage of Nouns 

Name: ___________________________________

Date: ____________

Score:  _____________


3 points


2 points
1 point

Noun Classification

(person, place, thing, or animal)


Student places most pictures in its correct category 
Student places some pictures in its correct category 
Student places few pictures in its correct category

Small Group Participation


All group members work cooperatively and demonstrates equal participation throughout activity

 
Some group members work cooperatively and demonstrates equal participation throughout activity


Few group members work cooperatively and demonstrates equal participation throughout activity

Organization, Completeness, and Creativity


Collage illustrates organization, completeness, and creativity
Collage illustrates some organization, completeness, and creativity
Collage illustrates little organization, completeness, and creativity

Oral Presentation


All group members participate during oral presentation and speak clearly during presentation


Some group members participate during oral presentation and speak clearly during presentation


Few group members participate during oral presentation and speak clearly during presentation



Point Scale:   9-12 points =  Excellent Work



6-8 points =   Good Work



5 or below =
Fair Work

Checklist for Activity #8- Creating a class book of verbs-   Fun with Verbs
Name: _____________________________



Date: ___________

Each student will complete the following for a job well done:

_____
Create one page for the verb book.  The page shall include:  at least 5 magazine pictures of different verbs and sentences to describe the action verbs.

_____
Sentences are complete and reflect verb pictures chosen by student.  

_____  Sentences are readable and are typed on the computer.  
_____
Pictures are appealing to the eye and glued onto construction paper.

Checklist for assessing the culminating activity; a Diamante poem

Name: __________________________________

Date: ___________

Score: __________________________________

You will write a diamante poem about yourself.  Your poem must follow the directions for writing a diamante poem.  Each poem must include:

______Line 1:
1 noun



(1 point)    

______Line 2:
2 adjectives


(2 points)

______Line 3:
3 verbs ending in “ing”
(3 points)

______Line 4:
4 nouns


(4 points)

______Line 5:
3 verbs ending in “ing”
(3 points)

______Line 6:
2 adjectives


(2 points)

______Line 7:
1 noun



(1 point)

______Each word begins with a capital letter. 
(1 point)

______Neatly written.



(1 point)

______Reflects your individual character. 
(1 point)

______Shows creativity.



(1 point)

Scoring = There is a total of 20 points you can earn. 

Points:

Grade:

19-20


E 
(Excellent) 

17-18 VG
(Very Good)

15-16 G
(Good)

13-14 S
(Satisfactory)

12 and below

U
(Unsatisfactory)

End of Unit Test-  “Fun with Grammar”

Name:_______________________________________

Date:_____________

Score: _________

DIRECTIONS:  Match each part of speech with its definition.  Write the letter on the line.  

____
1.  noun


A.  word that shows emotion

____
2.  adjective


B.  an action word

____
3.  preposition

C.  describes a verb

____
4.  verb


D.  shows a relationship between time, location, 





      or direction

____
5.  pronoun


E.  a person, place , thing, or animal

____
6.  adverb


F.  describes a noun or pronoun

