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OVERVIEW
 In this unit, the AP students will analyze several key elements of Shakespeare's Hamlet: characterization, plot/structure, imagery motifs, and theme.  All of these areas relate to the idea that making a choice or not making a choice has consequences and that deciding not to make a choice is, in fact, a choice.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	Students will know the story line of Hamlet 
	Students will summarize each scene or act to attain a sense of what happens in the play.

	Students will know and understand the cause and effect of choices.  How do what characters do affect the resolution of the play? 
	 Students will summarize each scene/act to show cause and effect.

	Students will know the various stages of drama (i.e. exposition, complication, etc.) 
	 Students will construct a plot outline using the elements of drama to show cause and effect.

	Students will know and understand Hamlet's character development.
	Students will trace the development of Hamlet's character in journal entries, particularly using the soliloquies.  They will also compare their observations to real life. 

	Students will know and understand the various themes and how they develop throughout the play.
	 Students will categorize the various examples of imagery and use them to discuss theme.

	 
	 


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
How do the choices that we make or do not make affect our lives?

How do characters in a piece of literature convey the various aspects of human nature?

How do power, ambition, and revenge drive our lives?

Is a person predestined to make certain choices?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
ELA 1: Students will use language for information and understanding.  As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts.  As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

· Students will write and present feature articles, and thesis/support papers on a variety of topics related to all school subjects,

· Present a controlling idea that conveys an individual perspective and insight into the topic,

· Revise and improve early drafts by restructuring, correcting errors, and revising for clarity and effect,

· Use Standard English skillfully, applying established rules and conventions for presenting information and making use of a wide range of grammatical constructions and vocabulary to achieve and individual style that communicates effectively.

ELA 2: Students will use language for literary response and expression.  Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse, social, historical, and cultural dimensions the text and performances represent.   As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation.

· Students identify the distinguishing features of different literary genres, periods, and traditions and use those features to interpret the work,
· Recognize and understand the significance of a wide range of literary elements and techniques, (including figurative language, imagery, allegory, irony, blank verse, symbolism, stream-of-consciousness) and use those elements to interpret the work.
· Understand how multiple levels of meaning are conveyed in a text,
· Evaluate literary merit based on an understanding of the genre, the literary elements, and the literary period and tradition,
· Present responses to and interpretations of works of recognized literary merit with references to the principal features of the genre, the period and literary tradition, and drawing on their own personal experiences and knowledge (addressed, not assessed),
· Use Standard English skillfully and with individual style.
ELA 3: Students will use language for critical analysis and evaluation.  Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation.  As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria.  As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions, and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues.

· Students will present orally and in writing well-developed analyses of issues, ideas, and texts, explaining the rationale for their positions and analyzing their positions from a variety of perspectives in such forms as formal speeches, debates, thesis/support papers, literary critiques and issues analyses.
· Monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to have the greatest influence on a particular audience.
ELA 4: Students will use language for social interaction.  Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction.  Students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for effective social communication with a wide variety of people. As readers and listeners, they will use the social communications of others to enrich their understanding of people and their views.

· Students will engage in conversations and discussions on academic, technical, and community subjects, anticipating listeners’ needs and skillfully addressing them (addressed, but not assessed),

· Express their thoughts and views clearly with attention to the perspectives and voiced concerns of others in the conversation (addressed, but not assessed),

· Use a variety of print and electronic forms for social communication with peers and adults,

· Make effective use of language and style to connect the message with the audience and context.

MST 2: Information Systems.  Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.

· Students will understand and use the more advanced features of word processing, spreadsheets, and data-base software.

· Access, select, collate, and analyze information obtained form a wide range of sources such as research data bases, foundations, organizations, national libraries, and electronic communication networks, including the Internet.

INITIATING ACTIVITY
To launch the unit, show a ten-twenty-minute segment of any video where a character has to make a choice.  Generate discussion about the situation and the available choices for the character.   In respect to Hamlet, introduce the idea that choices and decisions are part of the cause/effect element of literature and life, an area that Hamlet will visit.  This should lead into the first reading assignment.  This activity will require the full period if the class is a forty-minute class.  For a 70-80 minute period, students should listen to Act One following discussion.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Days 2-4  (Blocks)
To begin with, The students will read Hamlet and begin writing the summaries of the various scenes, which, hopefully, will assist their reading.  Along with scene summaries that are completed for homework, students will complete study guide questions in class for general discussion.  The study guides for this unit are taken from the Perfection Learning’s Masterprose on Hamlet, Center for Learning unit on Hamlet, and the textbook used for the Advanced Placement class.  Besides the summaries in the journals, the students will assess Hamlet’s character through reading and responding to his soliloquies.  These two homework assignments and the study guide questions provide solid foundation for studying plot and structure more thoroughly.   A block could be divided into two - three parts dealing with 25-minute segments, including discussions on study guide questions and summaries as well as assessing each soliloquy.

Days 5-6   (Blocks)
 In a mini-lecture, I will provide notes on exposition, complication, crisis, climax, denouement, and resolution.   We will begin constructing a plot outline for Hamlet together in class and then move toward the students completing this independently.  The main focus of this will be for the students to understand and identify the cause/effect relationship of characters’ actions.  Comparing character’s actions to real life situations is an effective tool for helping students to see the validity and relevance of literature. In class discussions, we will deal with the similarities between the actions in the play and real life.  A Venn diagram and flow charts from Inspiration are appropriate organizers for this material.  I would use the Venn diagram for the comparison/contrast discussion and have students create flow charts for their finished plot outlines.

Day 7 (Assignment) – Day 8 ( Conferencing)

Studying the inner-workings of Hamlet’s character through the soliloquies, in addition to his actions in key scenes, creates a clear picture of a complex individual who is depressed, manipulative, and perhaps evil.  Where does the feigning madness cross the line?  Why does he procrastinate so much?  Is he brave enough to seek revenge?  These are the questions that AP students should be able to deal with competently.   Much of this information has been discussed by this time with the help of the study guide questions and journals.  The class will review all of these ideas and elements of comparison/contrast essays and character analyses as well.  To demonstrate their competence, the students will write a character analysis of Hamlet and a shorter comparison/contrast essay juxtaposing Hamlet, Laertes, and Fortinbras.  In class, we will construct the introduction to these essays and students will be expected to complete them independently.   One class will be devoted to conferencing with the students before they complete their final drafts.

Days 9 - 10

The last part of the unit before the final project focuses on imagery and motifs.  In a class discussion/lecture, we will define motifs, review imagery patterns, and record examples of the disease, unweeded garden, ear, and poison motifs that are prevalent in the play.  The students will need to focus on how these motifs underscore theme.   The assignment based on this lesson will be to write an essay that shows how these literary elements support the theme. In order to deal with this essay thoroughly, students will have to incorporate other elements of literature such as plot and characterization.  Prior to the final project, the students will take a formal assessment on the play.

Inspiration will also be used to organize the information for the students’ essays.  Students are expected to know how to use Inspiration so that the graphic organizers are created with the appropriate techniques.

 

     CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
For the final performance task in this unit, the students will assume the roles of local reporters and report on the goings-on at Elsinore Castle.  Having received tips on the dubious activities there, the reporters will assume the identity of a friend of an ally king and request permission to rest up at Elsinore.  As part of their tasks, they must observe the major characters and their interaction with the minor characters.  The students are responsible for creating a newspaper of two pages using Microsoft Publisher.  The newspaper must include a news story dealing with the murder of King Hamlet, an editorial about the hypocritical and power-hungry members of the court, a feature story on the Prince, social column on Hamlet and Ophelia, King Hamlet’s funeral, bridal feature story on Claudius’ and Gertrude’s wedding, which may include a letter to the chef regarding the menus), and last, the obituaries for Polonius, Rosencrantz, and Guildenstern.  Each student is responsible for a newspaper.

 

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
The only prerequisite skills that these students would need would be prior knowledge of Shakespearean tragedy, which in this 9-12 curriculum they would have, advanced reading and writing skills, and familiarity and skill with MS Publisher and Inspiration.  If students do not have prior knowledge of newswriting, then a mini-unit on journalism would suffice.  In an AP class, time is at a premium so any background from other grade levels would be helpful.

 

MODIFICATIONS
 Since this is for an Advanced Placement class, I would not be making modifications for special education students or students with difficulty in reading and writing.  These modifications certainly could be made if this unit were for a class having students with varied abilities.  For students with physical disabilities, I would follow the IEP.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 It would take approximately three-four weeks for this unit, which allows for a week on each major element that the unit focuses on and the culminating performance.  Each part would require two-three blocks to complete.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 All of the essays must be completed using word processing; some Internet use is necessary for researching wedding and funeral customs of different countries and time periods.  Students may browse for sites; Google is a very good search engine.  Just typing Denmark and Culture provides some very good sites. Microsoft Publisher is the medium for the newspapers, and  Inspiration will be incorporated into the preparation for the essays and the plot outline.






REFLECTION
The process for this year’s grant is fairly similar to previous years’.  I use this grant as an opportunity to revamp the curriculums that I teach.  Using the learning unit format helps to focus on what is really important in a unit of study.   Much of this unit has already been assigned and assessed; there are a few things that have been added that will require some field-testing.  I look forward to the products from the next AP English class. 

Performance Checklists
Comparison/ Contrast Essay

    


 Seldom
     Sometimes
         Always

1. Correct grammar, usage, mechanics

  
    1

         3

      5

2. Correct and Varied Sentence Structure

    
    1

         3

      5

3. Clear and Comprehensive Format and


Organization





    1

         3

      5

4. Comprehensive Development reported in


a concise manner to include details 


that illustrate, demonstrate, and define


the similarities as well as differences


among Laertes, Fortinbras, and Hamlet.
 
   1

         3

      5

5. Thesis Statement – Clear statement that 


defines the purpose of comparison/


contrast essay



     
    1

         3
                  5

Thematic Essay





     1

         3

      5

1. Correct grammar, usage, mechanics


     1

         3

      5

2. Mature and Varied Sentence Structure
           

     1

         3

      5

3. Correct Format and Organization

 

     1

         3
                  5

4. Development:  appropriate, accurate


detail to include examples of motif 


patterns such as disease, unweeded 


garden, and poison



  
   1

         3

      5

5. Thesis Statement: Clear statement as it 


relates to chain of being, macrocosm


vs. microcosm, power and ambition            
     
1

         3

      5

Newpaper 
1. Correct Application of MS Publisher

    
 1

         3

      5


-columns

-clip art
( These are to be completed as indicated in the task description given to the students at the beginning of the project)

-headlines


-fonts, word art

2. Correct Writing:

Grammar, usage, mechanics, sentence

Structure





  
1

         3

      5

3. Creative Appearance (i.e., color, format)                
1

         3

      5

4. All required pieces included in newsletter


news story of murder


editorial about power-hungry court/


hypocrisy


feature on Prince Hamlet


social custom: Hamlet & Ophelia’s


courtship, wedding, and funeral


obituaries: Polonius, Rosencrantz, &



       Guildenstern


     
1

         3

       5

5. Purpose and Organization of each piece

     
1        
      
         3

       5

 

