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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience

Students will use directed online sites through a WebQuest designed in PowerPoint to be an Intranet Library Resource. I worked in conjunction with a 5th grade teacher so examples will be from the Civil War Biography Unit that can be viewed at this site. 

                       

Connection to Standards

MST Standard 2: Information Systems                                                                                           Students will access, generate, process and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

English Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding                 Students will listen, speak, read and write for information and understanding.  As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 
 

Essential Question

What is the process to find electronic information on an historical person?

Content Knowledge: Declarative, Procedural

Students will search (procedural) for declarative information using the process of Boolean searching and other search techniques within a WebQuest. They will then analyze, synthesize and evaluate the information collected. 

 

 

PROCEDURE

This experience is in conjunction with a 5th grade teacher (Denise Koser) who is addressing MST standards 2, Key Idea 1 and Social Studies Standard 1, Key Idea 3.

A Library Reference WebQuest that has been designed for this experience will be installed on each desktop in the lab.  

Students will open this up and follow the (PowerPoint slides) flow chart through Biography to Historical diverging to Civil War.  The  websites listed (this is the webquest that has been inserted into the PowerPoint presentation) have been preselected for this class. Students will select several and explore those sites for information, downloading to print or disk for their presentations (Acquisition) Students must read and take notes for pertinent information. 

Students will be required to write down the URLs used as a works cited.
 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS
The teacher paired student computer novices linking them with computer nerds.                                                                                                           Students who needed extra time were given access to the lab with the assistance of a teacher aide.

 

TIME REQUIRED
Four 45-minute classes in the computer lab section of the library.

Teacher Prep Time: Numerous hours searching for sites online that would be appropriate for this age level in the subject category.  4 hours developing the PowerPoint WebQuest.

2 hours conferencing with team teacher.

 

RESOURCES

· Computer Lab (20 computers) with Internet access 
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Library designed WebQuest  -  AS SHOWN ASSESSMENT PLAN

Assessment one- MST standard 2-(Procedural) There is teacher interaction and assistance when necessary; Informal ongoing evaluation of students launching WebQuest and observation of students entering websites. A tally rubric will be kept by teacher as to how many students needed: 4- no help, 3-some help, 2- much help and 1-step -by -step direction. Retrieval of information is successful completion for assessment.

Assessment 2 -English standard 1- (Declarative)

Works cited annotation- a list of URL’s used (web address)

Notes penned or printed pages with highlighted (or underlined) important facts in keeping with Biography Rubric.

Biography Rubric

 1-10 points

Includes birth date and birth place                                          _______

Important fact (1) about why he/she is remembered               _______

Important fact (2) about why he/she is remembered               _______

Important fact (3) about why he/she is remembered               _______

What role did they play in war                                                ______

Why are they considered important in history

    ______

Personal philosophy





    ______

How brought into the war




    ______

Evidence that answers the essential question, "What role 

Did this person play to help define the issue of slavery?"       ______

 STUDENT WORK/  NA

REFLECTION
This experience was done in conjunction with a teacher I work with frequently.  Therefore we already flow easily with one another.  

The WebQuests in PowerPoint style were a great asset.  We have had many problems in the past with wasting time as students type in addresses.  It can take 5 minutes for a student to do so.  Many times it is wrong and with one typo we have ended up in X-rated areas.  So we came to the point where we had to come around and make sure they put the address in correctly before they launched the site.  This added wait time to the class and opportunity for students to get off track and fool around.  So this was a delight to work with.  The PowerPoint slides gave the student the illusion of them searching deeper doing the research even though they were funneled into a specific area. With this as a matrix they could see the logic behind machine searching, as it is classified and divergent.

The students needed prompting to continue and not be frustrated when they couldn't find all the information at one site to answer questions on their rubric.  Also a few were lost when they chose a site and their subject was not included in the listings.  This is an important element in machine searching, as there are many dead ends.  When the students were successful, which all were they found it to be quite a hunt and proud of their treasure.

Many students had to be coaxed to really read the information, as they wanted the answers to fly at them.  This enforced good research skills.

I look forward to designing more of these presentations and teaching from them.
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