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OVERVIEW
The Civil War era is one of the most critical and fascinating periods in our nation’s history.  The many books about this period written for young audiences provides a rich context in which to learn about the Civil War itself and to explore more basic issues about the nature of human life and society.  The following upper elementary unit on Historical Fiction about the Civil War era contains valuable experiences that incorporate the Internet, Literature Circles, and Grand Conversations.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
	Declarative 

Students will:
	Procedural 

Students will:

	Examine and understand the viewpoints of many people involved in the Civil War including fictional characters set during the Civil War.
	Participate in Literature Circle discussion groups using Literature Circle roles.

	Express a point of view
	Use the Internet to locate resources related to the Civil War and incorporate information from these resources into their own writing

	Review and use literature circle roles.
	Participate in a Grand Conversation

	Define historical fiction and identify some of the techniques writers use to create good historical fiction
	Write journal responses to reading

	Discuss some of the social, political, and personal issues that Americans confronted during the Civil War era
	Share their personal reactions to what they have learned in both small group and whole-class discussions.

	Know Grand Conversation guidelines
	Use a graphic organizer to identify historical fiction characteristics

	
	Use rubrics and checklists to evaluate group teamwork and to self evaluate

	
	Use literature circle role sheets to guide reading and discussions.


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 
Why is the Civil War considered to be such a critical era in American history?

 
How might life be different if the South won the Civil War?


Why might an author choose to write a historical fiction book?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS


Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

Students: 

· select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another 

· ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning

· support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features, such as vocabulary and organizational patterns. 

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

Students: 

· present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts 

· use details, examples, anecdotes, or personal experiences to explain or clarify information 

· observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms. 

Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

Students: 

· recognize some features that distinguish the genres and use those features to aid comprehension 

· understand the literary elements of setting, character, plot, theme, and point of view and compare those features to other works and to their own lives 

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content and language of a text. Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multilayered. 

Students: 

· present personal responses to literature that make reference to the plot, characters, ideas, vocabulary, and text structure 

· observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, and punctuation. 

Standard 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based. 

Students: 

· express opinions (in such forms as oral and written reviews, letters to the editor, essays, or persuasive speeches) about events, books, issues, and experiences, supporting their opinions with some evidence 

· monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to meet criteria for competent performance (e.g., in writing, the criteria might include development of position, organization, appropriate vocabulary, mechanics, and neatness. In speaking, the criteria might include good content, effective delivery, diction, posture, poise, and eye contact). 

Standard 4 - Language for Social Interaction 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction. 

Elementary - Listening and Speaking 

1. Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of different ages, genders, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations. 

Students: 

· listen attentively and recognize when it is appropriate for them to speak 

· take turns speaking and respond to others' ideas in conversations on familiar topics 

Standard 1 - History of the United States and New York 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York. 
Elementary 
4. The skills of historical analysis include the ability to: explain the significance of historical evidence; weigh the importance, reliability, and validity of evidence; understand the concept of multiple causation; understand the importance of changing and competing interpretations of different historical developments. 

Students: 

· consider different interpretations of key events and/or issues in history and understand the differences in these accounts 

Standard 5 - Civics, Citizenship, and Government 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the government system of the U.S. and other nations; the U.S. Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation. 
Elementary 

4. The study of civics and citizenship requires the ability to probe ideas and assumptions, ask and answer analytical questions, take a skeptical attitude toward questionable arguments, evaluate evidence, formulate rational conclusions, and develop and refine participatory skills. 

Students: 

· show a willingness to consider other points of view before drawing conclusions or making judgments 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 Internet Activity and Workshop for the Introduction of the Civil War  since the five-year Civil War is such a huge event in American History, students will start off with an overview.  To review the Civil War they will use the Internet as their research tool to look for information.  Students will work together in small groups to do their research.

1.  Explain to students that they will be completing an Internet Activity that will help them gain important information about the Civil War.  The information they learn from this activity will be shared during the Internet Workshop.  Pass out the Internet Activity Sheet (see attachment).  Go over the Internet Activity sheet with students to ensure understanding.  Students that are not working on the computers will browse through non-fiction books and printed web pages that contain information about the Civil War and record information they find interesting on chart paper.   

Civil War Non-fiction Books:

· Lincoln: A Photobiography by Russell Freedman

· Escape from Slavery:  The Boyhood of Frederick Douglass in His Own Words edited by Michael McCurdy

· An Illustrated History of the Civil War: Images of an American Tragedy by William J. Miller

· Lessons of War: The Civil War in Children’s Magazines by James Alan Marten

· The Flags of the American Civil War 1: Confederate by Phillip Katcher

· The Flags of the American Civil War 2: Union by Phillip Katcher

· Kids During the American Civil War by Lisa A. Wroble

· A Nation Torn by Delia Ray

2.  Divide students into groups of not more than three each.

3.  Assign the groups of three to computers.  Allow groups 20-30 minutes to work on the computers and complete the Internet Activity and then switch groups.  Groups that are not working on computers will browse through the non-fiction books.  *This Internet Activity will take about a week depending on the number of computers available to students.
4.  After each group has had an opportunity to work on the computer, complete the Internet Activity, and browse through the non-fiction literature, it’s time for the Internet Workshop.

5.  At the Internet Workshop students will bring their Internet Activity Sheets and each group will orally present the information they found on the Internet and recorded on their activity sheet or printed out to share.  The teacher will record the information that students report on large chart paper.  Also, teacher and students will review what interesting information students recorded after browsing the non-fiction books.  Last, the teacher will record any questions that students have about the Civil War.  These charts will be hung up in the classroom for the duration of the Civil War Unit for students to refer to for information and to record answers to their questions.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES


DAY ONE:  HISTORICAL FICTION CHARACTERISTICS
Anticipatory Set:  Have students work with a partner to list what they know about the genre historical fiction and give examples of historical fiction they have read.  Put students on the clock of five minutes to complete this task.

Share:  After five minutes, have students share and discuss their information with the whole class.  Teacher will list student responses on the board.

Model:  On the overhead, display the graphic organizer for historical fiction (see attachment).  Go over each of the characteristics.  Be sure to emphasize that historical fiction is based on events that actually happened- such as the Civil War, the Battle of Gettysburg, etc- but the main characters and the specific events in those character’s lives are made up by the author.  A writer of historical fiction researches the time and place that will be the setting of the story before he or she begins writing.  Besides reading history books, the writer may study personal journals and letters, newspaper articles, photographs, art and literature from the period so that the writer can make the setting and events come alive for readers.  Then compare the student responses and the graphic organizer information orally and discuss.  

Guided Practice:  The teacher will read allowed the story Pink and Say  by Patricia Palacco.  Then, in their groups of two, students will use the graphic organizer on the overhead as a guide to see if this book fits the criteria for historical fiction.  Students will write in their ELA notebooks how this book qualifies as historical fiction based on the characters, setting, problem, plot, description and dialogue. (Components of the graphic organizer)  Put students on the clock for seven minutes.

Share:  After seven minutes, have students volunteer to share their responses.  Be sure to review each component of historical fiction (characters, setting, problem, plot, description and dialogue).

Closure:  Turn off overhead.  Then, check for understanding.  Have student(s) orally describe what the characteristics of historical fiction are.

DAY TWO:  HISTORICAL FICTION LITERATURE STUDY

1.  Begin by introducing or giving a short book talk on each of the books that they will get to choose from to read.

· Bull Run  by Paul Fleishman- Bull Run tells the stories of sixteen different people whose lives intersect at the battle at Bull Run, the first major battle of the Civil War.  The characters, from all walks of life, express excitement, apprehension, anxiety, fear or hope as they anticipate the approaching battle.  It was commonly thought that this battle near a little creek called “Bull Run,” would be the last battle of the Civil War.

· Shades of Gray  by Carolyn Reeder- The war has left twelve-year-old Will Page without any immediate family: his father and brother were killed by the Yankees; his sisters died of an epidemic spread from a Union encampment near his Virginia home; his mother died of grief over these losses.  Will reluctantly goes to live with his Uncle Jed for the Confederate cause.  Gradually Will comes to understand that the moral issues involved in the decision to fight were not as clear-cut as he thought, and that good people can have honest disagreements.

· Across Five Aprils  by Irene Hunt- Nine-year-old Jethro, who lives in southern Illinois, has an idealized view of war based on stories from history books about dramatic battles and their glorious heroes.  When the Civil War breaks our, however, painfully dividing his family as it divides north and south, Jethro must confront the many confusing and horrifying realities of war.  At age ten, his father ill and his older brothers off fighting in the war, Jethro becomes the man of the household.  Across Five Aprils spans the four long years of the war, during which he is transformed from a boy into a young man.

· Civil War on Sunday  by Mary Pope Osborne- Cannon fire!  That's what Jack and Annie hear when the Magic Tree House whisks them back to the time of the American Civil War. There they meet a famous nurse named Clara Barton and do their best to help wounded soldiers. It is their hardest journey in time yet - and the one that will make the most difference to their own lives! *This book will be used with our lower level readers.

· Freedom Train  by Dorothy Sterling-  Born into slavery, young Harriet Tubman knew only hard work and hunger. Escape seemed impossible--certainly dangerous. Yet Harriet did escape North, by the secret route called the Underground Railroad. Harriet didn't forget her people. Again and again she risked her life to lead them on the same secret, dangerous journey.

· Dear America:  The Journal of James Edmond Pease a Civil War Union Soldier  by Jim Murphy-  Newberry Honor author Jim Murphy portrays the brave and rigorous army life of a 16-year-old Union soldier who has been ordered by his commanding officer to keep a written record of "G" Company during the most brutal years of the Civil War.

2.  On an index card, have students write their name then their first, second and third choice for reading.  Teachers will then collect the cards and assign groups from the information.  In this situation, each teacher will choose a book and a group to teach.  (The fifth and sixth grade teachers, reading and resource teachers.)  Books not chosen or not being used will be available for students to read during their free reading time.

DAY THREE:  HISTORICAL FICTION AND CIVIL WAR SLANG
1.  Discuss some of the language in these books that students may encounter.  On chart paper write: LANGUAGE FROM THE CIVIL WAR.  Explain that from the first pages of many historical novels, students will notice that the authors have used authentic language from the Civil War period to make their characters’ dialogue sound realistic.  Read a passage from one of the books to give an example.  Words such as “git” (get), “taters” (potatoes), “furriner” (foreigner).  Expressions such as “hopping the twig” (getting married) and “bluebellies” (Union soldiers) are some other examples.  List these examples on the chart paper.  Using the LCD projector and Internet, visit the web site about Civil War Slang (http://genie.esu10.k12.ne.us/~dmahalek/Slang.html)  Review and discuss the slang presented on this page with students.  Print this page and attach to chart paper.  As students read their books, encourage them to add other examples of this “Civil War Language” to the chart or refer to the chart for understanding.

DAY FOUR:  HISTORICAL FICTION LITERATURE STUDY WITH LITERATURE CIRCLES
1.  Review the Literature Circle Roles with students:  (Students during this unit should already have experience with Literature Circle Discussion groups and roles)

· Discussion Director- This person comes up with three good discussion questions (Right There question- literal questions found right in the book, Think and Search question- questions that the reader has to put together information from the book to answer and On My Own question- questions that relates to the story, but is about the readers personal connection).  Also, this person starts the meeting and acts as the facilitator, getting other members to ask questions and join in the discussion

· Literary Luminary- This person selects passages of the text that they like, reads them out loud to the group and tells why they like the passages and how they feel the passage is important to the story.

· Personal Connector- This person shares a personal experience and how the story or a particular passage reminded them of it.

· Literature Connector-  This person shares how a certain passage or part of the book reminds them of another piece of literature they have read.

· Vocabulary Enricher- This person is a “Word Wizard” and selects worthy words from the story to teach their literature circle members.

2.  Explain Literature Circle Requirements:

· Roles change everyday- you are responsible for your role or your literature circle discussion is not complete for that day.

· Each literature circle group will decide on the reading pace- you will decide on the number of pages or chapters read each night until book completion date

· All literature group members must complete their assigned role sheet pages in the packet to receive credit for that day

· All literature group members are responsible for keeping individual journals (ELA notebooks with dated entries).  You are also responsible for keeping a list of facts or examples from the Civil War era that you encounter in your book.  Other journal questions will be provided by the teacher and are to be complete in class.

· All literature group members will keep individual role sheet pages- your own name and the date must be recorded on each page.

· All literature group members will complete teamwork rubrics daily and at the end of the literature study a Self-Evaluation.

3.  Explain to students the daily schedule for literature circles:

· 5-10 minutes
Jigsaw Meeting

· each role will meet to share, critique & revise

· 20-30 minutes
Discussion

· literature circle groups will use roles to carry out a discussion

· students will also share information about the Civil War they read in their chapter books

· 5- 20 minutes Journal Response

· Teacher will post question, statement or prompt for students to respond to that corresponds with individual books

· Students must also keep a list of facts or examples from the Civil War era that they encounter in their chapter books

· 5-10 minutes 
Wrap Up

· groups will assign/record new roles to all members, look at their calendars for their nightly assignment, evaluate group teamwork on Teamwork Rubric (see attachment)

 4. Pass out the books and blank calendars.  Split students up in their groups to preview their books and get comfortable with their groups.  Let students know that their books and completed roles are due two weeks from today.  Allow groups time to plan out how many chapters they will read each night for the next two weeks on their calendars and decide which role they will complete for homework.

DAY FIVE-FIFTEEN:  HISTORICAL FICTION LITERATURE STUDY/LITERATURE CIRCLES
 Literature Circle Group Format:

· Follow the daily schedule.  Allow all of the roles to meet with each other (i.e., all discussion directors meet, all personal connectors meet, etc)  Students will share their questions and responses with other role members and critique each other’s work.  This will help students be better prepared for their literature circle discussions.

· Then let students meet in their literature circle groups.  While groups are meeting, teachers will be listening on conversations and taking anecdotal notes.  Teacher will also note on Role Assignment Chart (see attachment), which roles students are.  As students share their role, teacher will check role sheets and make comments.

· Next, post journal question, statement or prompt on the board.  Allow students time to answer the question and then hand it in.  Journal questions must be completed by students individually.  These journal questions should be answered in their ELA notebook and dated.  Remind students that they should be listing facts or information about the Civil War gained from their chapter books.

· Finally, wrap-up.  Let groups clarify reading assignment and decide on their next role.  When finished students will complete a Teamwork Rubric (see attached).

· Continue with the literature circle group format until all groups have completed the reading.  A due date should be set for all books and roles to be completed.

DAY FIFTEEN:  HISTORICAL FICTION LITERATURE STUDY/LITERATURE CIRCLES
· Allow students to work in their literature circle groups for the last time to finish up discussions.

· Collect all role sheet pages and ELA notebooks with journal responses and Civil War Lists.

· Students will then complete a Literature Study Self Evaluation (see attachment)

· Using anecdotal notes and role sheet pages teacher will use Literature Circle Rubric (see attached) to grade.

· Teacher will use Journal Response Rubric (see attached) to grade journals.

· Collect Literature Study Self Evaluations for information about how well the student feels they did and what grade they think they deserve.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE

At the close of the unit, the teacher will bring the whole class together for a “Grand Conversation.”  Students will need to have their chapter books and journals to participate in this conversation.

The teacher will use the Checklist for Grand Conversation (see attached) to assess students.

“Grand Conversation” Guidelines:  

· Only one person talks at a time

· Listen carefully so you can tell when someone had finished speaking

· Take turns speaking

· Everyone should share at least one idea

· No one should share more than two ideas until everyone has shared something

· Stay on the topic

The following questions will serve as a guide for this discussion:

· Which character in the books you read did you find the most interesting?  Why?  What ideas and feelings about the Civil War did this character have?  How did these ideas and feelings change over the course of the book?  What experiences did the character have that caused these changes?

· After studying the Civil War era, do you think it is obvious which side was right and which was wrong?  What issues were at stake in the war besides the continuation of slavery?  Did your opinions or feelings about the war change as a result of your work in this unit?  If so, how?

· Did you find the Internet helpful in learning more about the Civil War?  Which sites were the most helpful in learning more about the Civil War?  Which sites were the most interesting?  Is using the Internet a fun way to find information?  What other topics would you like to explore on the Net?

· Did anyone read in his or her chapter book information about the Civil War learned from the Internet?  If so, what? (Use the charts created during the Internet Workshop and Civil War Lists in Journals)

· Does the chapter book you read fit the Historical Fiction Characteristics?  How?  Which characteristics? (Refer to historical fiction characteristics graphic organizer)

· Did anyone encounter Civil War Slang in his or her chapter book?  Review chart paper and print out.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
· Know how to work in literature circle groups

· Know the roles of the literature circle groups

· Know what Right-There, Think and Search and On My Own Questions are and have written them before.

MODIFICATIONS

All modifications will be made according to the IEP.  Other modifications include:

· Books on tape

· Videos

· Hard copies of all hand outs and graphic organizers

· Working in smaller groups of two or three

· Eliminate some of the Literature Circle Roles

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
This unit will take about 4-6 weeks

TECHNOLOGY USE

· Computers with Internet Access

· Overhead Projector

· LCD Projector

Attachments
Internet Activity

The American Civil War

Internet Researcher (Name)_______________________________   Date________________________

Beginning Your Adventure

To begin your exploration of the Civil War, simply follow these directions:

1.  Begin your adventure by double clicking on the Netscape Icon and connecting to the World Wide Web.  Select the bookmark for the Civil War Timeline (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/tl1861.html)

2.  Explore the information at this location.  Read through each date on the timeline.  Record any information you found interesting to share during Internet Workshop.  Then look through the pictures on this page.  Print out ONE picture you would like to share and tell your classmates about at Internet Workshop.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Outline of the Civil War

This outline covers the American Civil War's major political and military events.  

1.  Select the bookmark for Outline of the Civil War (http://members.tripod.com/~greatamericanhistory/gr02007.htm)

2.  Scroll down and browse through the outline.

3.  Print out information about ONE topic you chose.  Explain why you chose this topic. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

United States Civil War Center

This website contains general information about the Civil War

1.  Select the bookmark for United States Civil War Center (http://www.cwc.lsu.edu/cwc/civlink.htm#cwinfo)

2.  Choose one of the topics under Civil War Information.

3.  Record the topic and information you discovered.  Be prepared to share your discoveries during Internet Workshop.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Civil War

This is a website for kids to learn more about the Civil War

1.  Select the bookmark for The Civil War (http://www.germantown.k12.il.us/html/CivilWar.html)

2.  Browse through information about the abolitionist movement.  Record information/fact you learned about Harriet Tubman, the Underground Railroad, and slavery.

3.  Then browse through the information about Blue vs. Gray.  Record information you would like to share during Internet Workshop.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Literature Study Self-Evaluation

Name:_______________________________________________    Date:_________________________

	During Reading:
	Always
	Most Times
	Some
	Never

	I stayed on task when reading
	
	
	
	

	Wrote thoughtfully on my role sheets
	
	
	
	

	Read the assigned pages
	
	
	
	

	Related story to myself
	
	
	
	

	Related story to other stories I have read
	
	
	
	

	Connected my ideas to those of my group members
	
	
	
	

	Pick out something to share
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	During Discussions:
	
	
	
	

	I stayed on the subject
	
	
	
	

	Encouraged others
	
	
	
	

	Showed attention by looking at the speaker
	
	
	
	

	Asked for clarification when I didn’t understand
	
	
	
	

	Spoke clearly and loudly
	
	
	
	

	Listened to others carefully
	
	
	
	

	Contributed my fair share
	
	
	
	

	Turn to text to verify information or discussion topic
	
	
	
	


The Grade I deserve is ______ because   _______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My goal for next time, to improve my grade or make me a better participator is ___________________________________  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Journal Response Rubric

Name:________________________________________        Date:_____________________

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Thorough writing (includes thoughtful reactions, summaries, and connections to other books or experiences, evaluates and analyzes author’s craft or elements of literature)
	Adequate writing (includes occasional reactions, summaries, and connections to other books or experiences, evaluates and analyzes author’s craft or elements of literature)
	Some writing (includes reactions, summaries, and connections to other books or experiences, evaluates and analyzes)
	Little writing

	Includes clear, complete examples to support opinions
	Includes sufficient examples to support opinions
	Includes occasional, incomplete or unclear examples to support opinions
	Includes no examples to support opinions

	Skillfully and creatively varies forms of written response
	Clearly varies forms of written response
	Occasionally varies forms of written responses
	No variation in forms of written response

	Thorough attentions to details (well organized and neat, with correct spelling and punctuation)
	Adequate attention to details (somewhat organized and neat, with mostly correct spelling and punctuation)
	Slight attention to details (lacking in organization and neatness with some spelling and punctuation errors)
	No attention to details (lacking in organization and neatness with many spelling and punctuation errors)


Comments:  

Checklist for Grand Conversation

Key Elements of an Excellent Grand Conversation:

Teacher puts a check mark in the boxes that the student satisfies.  Each box is worth 10 points. 

· Student is prepared for discussion.  Brings book and thoughtful journal entries.

· Contributes significantly to discussion

· Listens attentively and responds appropriately and thoughtfully

· Uses text and personal experiences to support an idea or opinion

· Stays on the topic

· Consider different interpretations of key events and/or issues in history and understand the differences in these accounts relating these interpretations and differences to their historical fiction books

· Identifies how their historical fiction book relates to the Civil War

· Identifies the characteristics of historical fiction and how their book fits these characteristics

· Student is able to state opinion about an aspect of the Civil War and support that statement through what they have learned during the Internet Activity or read in their chapter book.

· Asks specific questions to clarify and extend meaning

_________   Total # of Points

Literature Circle Rubric

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Role Responsibilities
	All role responsibilities were completed.
	Most role responsibilities were complete.
	Some role responsibilities were completed
	Role responsibilities were not available for the discussion or not completed.

	Participation
	Spoke often and stayed on topic.
	Spoke often, but changed the topic at times.
	Spoke, but only when asked a specific question.
	Mostly listened to the conversation.

	Evidence
	Used text and personal experiences to support an idea or opinion.
	Used only text to support an idea or opinion.
	Used only personal experiences to support an idea or opinion.
	Forgot to support ideas or opinions.

	Comments
	Clearly connected own comments to someone else’s ideas.
	Made comments but forgot to connect them to someone else’s ideas
	Only agreed or disagreed with someone else’s ideas.
	Listened to someone else’s ideas, but forgot to comment.

	Language
	Used encouraging words to help all members share ideas and opinions.
	Use appropriate words that allowed all members to share ideas and opinions.
	Used appropriate words that allowed some members to share ideas and opinions.
	Forgot to use words that considered members’ feelings when sharing ideas and opinions.


Comments:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rubric Created by Dawn Rehm

Teamwork Rubric

How well did your group members do today?
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	Group Member’s Names
	Did Reading Assignment
	Participated in Discussions
	Completed Role Sheet(s)

Correctly
	Overall Score

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Comments:






Title:_____________________________________________

Author:___________________________________________

Date Started:______________________   
Date Finished:______________________

ROLES/ASSIGNMENTS

	Group Member’s Names
	Literature Connector
	Personal Connector
	Vocabulary Enricher
	Literary Luminary
	Discussion Director
	Journal
	Running Record

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Anecdotal Notes:
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