 

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//SoftQuad Software//DTD HoTMetaL PRO 5.0::19981217::extensions to HTML 4.0//EN" "hmpro5.dtd">
TitleIII Technology Literacy Challenge Grant

Learning Unit 

Overview | Content Knowledge | Essential Questions | Connection To Standards | Initiating Activity | Learning Experiences | Culminating Performance | Pre-Requisite Skills | Modifications | Schedule/Time Plan | Technology Use
PRIVATE
LU Title: Medieval Times Reading Unit
Authors: Margaret Rose

Grade Level: Sixth Grade
School: Hamilton Central School

Topic/Subject Area: Reading
Address: West Kendrick Ave. Hamilton, NY

Email: Mrose@hamilton.moric.org
Phone/Fax: (315) 824-3300

 
 

OVERVIEW

 

 This unit presents students with a view of life in the Middle Ages through novels, poems, short stories, and plays. This interdisciplinary unit will take approximately 5 weeks to cover. In addition to reading, students will be completing activities such as accessing the Internet for information, creating a new book cover using a publishing program, creating a crossword puzzle using software, and working with vocabulary words. As a culminating activity the students will be creating an oral presentation and a power point presentation that shows how their lives are different from the life of a child in the middle ages. 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

PRIVATE
Declarative 
Procedural 

Know differences between life of a child in the Middle Ages and a child now.
Write a Cinquain poem for Catherine, Called Birdy.

Identify part of speech, definition, and synonym of vocabulary words from book.
Create a new book cover for Midwife's Apprentice.

 State the format for a ballad.
Create a crossword puzzle using vocabulary from Catherine, Called Birdy.

 
Write a story pyramid for the story of King Arthur.

 
Write the next chapter for Catherine, Called Birdy.

 
Make a character web for Midwife's Apprentice.

 
Write a ballad about a medieval topic.

 
Create a power point presentation that shows the differences between student's life and the life of a child in the middle ages.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

 

How is your life different from life for a child in the Middle Ages?

How can an author make a story more historically authentic?

How was life different for nobles and peasants in the Middle Ages?

 

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 

 Level: 6th (intermediate)

 

Social Studies Standard 2

1. The study of world history requires an understanding of world cultures and civilizations, including an analysis of important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions. This study also examines the human condition and the connections and interactions of people across time and space and the ways different people view the same event or issue from a variety of perspectives.

Students:

· know the social and economic characteristics, such as customs, traditions, child-rearing practices, ways of making a living, education and socialization practices, gender roles, foods, and religious and spiritual beliefs that distinguish different cultures and civilizations

· know some important historic events and developments of past civilizations
 

ELA Standard 1

Key Idea 1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and

ideas; discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.

Students:

· interpret and analyze information from textbooks and nonfiction books for young adults, as well as reference materials, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, graphs, charts, diagrams, and electronic data bases intended for a general audience

· compare and synthesize information from different sources
· use a wide variety of strategies for selecting, organizing, and categorizing information

· distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information and between fact and opinion relate new information to prior knowledge and experience
ELA Standard 4

Key Idea 1
1. Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of       different ages, genders, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations.

Students:

·  listen attentively to others and build on others’ ideas in conversations with peers and adults

·  express ideas and concerns clearly and respectfully in conversations and group discussions

· learn some words and expressions in another language to communicate with a peer or adult who speaks that language
MST Standard 2

Key Idea 1  Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.

Students:

· use a range of equipment and software to integrate several forms of information in order to create good quality audio, video, graphic, and text-based presentations.

.

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

 Time: 50 minutes

· Create a KWL chart for the middle ages. 
· Have group retell what they know about the legend of King Arthur. 
· Read together "How Arthur Became King" from The Middle Ages, by Tara McCarthy. 
· Students will write a story pyramid to show their knowledge and understanding of the Arthurian legend.( see attachment #1 for story pyramid layout) 
· Students will preview first novel, Catherine Called Birdy. The cover and description on the back of the book will be discussed. Students will be reading approximately one chapter a night. Students will also read several chapters aloud in class. After each assigned reading, the teacher will lead a class discussion. Students will also be periodically given questions to answer in paragraph form. 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

 Learning Experience 1; Online interview with Karen Cushman

 

Time: 50 minutes

The students will: Visit a website to read an Interview with Karen Cushman, and discover the origin of the phrase "corpus bones." Then students will discuss what was learned.

Experiences and Activities: After the cover of the book Catherine, Called Birdy is previewed,

Students will be directed to visit the Internet site to read the interview with Karen Cushman.

Strategies: Students could use a graphic organizer to organize their information. Students will work in pairs at computers. One student can take notes, while the other works on the computer. 

What will be done:

• Have students look at front of cover. They should notice what is going on in the picture and what it tells about the main character. Students should also read the back blurb. Then as a class, make several predictions about what will happen in the story.

• The term "corpus bones" appears on the back of the book. Tell students that they can discover the origin of the phrase by visiting the website. Explain that students should read the entire interview and take notes on important points. Instruct them to look carefully for the explanation of "corpus bones." 

• After students have had about ten to fifteen minutes to read interview, call the class back together to share what they discovered.

• Next explain the ongoing assignment of vocabulary. Students could be provided with small notebooks, journals, or folders to keep vocabulary work organized. Students should be directed to locate the part of speech, definition, and synonym of each word (see attachment #2 for suggested vocabulary from reading). This is a good time for a quick review of parts of speech, and synonyms. Students should use standard dictionaries or thesauruses and should also use an online resource such as Dictionary.com. Explain that each vocabulary assignment will be gone over in the next class to ensure accuracy. The vocabulary assignments will not be graded, but should be evaluated by periodic tests.

 Modifications: Students with learning disabilities could be given a reduced number of vocabulary words.

 

Learning Experience 2: Create a crossword puzzle

 

Time: one 50-minute period. Students may need more time in the next class to finish up on the computer.

The students will: create clues using the definitions of 20 vocabulary words.

Experiences and Activities: After creating clues based on the definitions of vocabulary words, students will use the computer to create a crossword puzzle. Puzzles will be exchanged for students to solve.

 

Strategies: Students should use their vocabulary lists and the information they gathered from dictionary work to create the clues. 

What will be done: 

· Teacher will review all the possible vocabulary words that can be used. 

· Students will work on the clues for the words that they have chosen. The teacher should circulate to make sure students are on the right track with their clues. An example can be given to the students Clue: This person swore loyalty to a lord, and gave him military service. Answer: Knight 

· After students have created all clues, they can go to the computers to create a crossword puzzle. There are many choices for software, but also the students could go online to www.puzzlemaker.com to create their puzzle. 

· After puzzles are made, students should print them and the teacher can copy them to distribute to the class.

Modifications: Students with disabilities could do a puzzle with fewer vocabulary words.

Grading Rubric: See attachment #3

 

Learning Experience 3: Write a Cinquain poem for Catherine, Called Birdy.

Time: 50 minutes 

Homework time will be needed to complete this assignment.

 

The students will know or understand: How to write a Cinquain poem to express facts about a character from Catherine, Called Birdy. (See attachment #4 for assignment sheet)

 

Experiences and Activities: After being instructed in the format of a Cinquain poem, students will begin to write a poem about one of the characters that they have read about in Catherine, Called Birdy.

 

Strategies: Students will use the peer review process to edit their poems before final publication.

 

What will be done:

· Go over the handout about how to write a Cinquain poem with the students. This includes a sample Cinquain. 

· Discuss the process for writing with the students:

· Students will first organize the information. 

· They will write a rough draft. 

· Students will review their Cinquain with at least two students. (They will be looking for errors in format as well as grammar or spelling errors.) 

· Students will show peer reviewed Cinquain to teacher for final check. 

· Students will be directed to publish final poem on the computer using a word processing program. Students will include an illustration of the character under the poem.

· Students will have class time to begin this process; however, they will be finishing this assignment for homework.

 

Grading Rubric: See attachment #5

 

Learning Experience 4: Write the next chapter for CCB.

Time: 50 minutes

Homework time will be needed to complete this assignment.

 

The students will know or understand: how the choice of words affects the atmosphere and effect of a book.

Experiences and Activities: After a discussion about the end of the book, students will be directed to take on the role of the author and write the next chapter to Catherine, Called Birdy. They should explain what happens to Catherine. Students should incorporate phrases and words used in the book, such as corpus bones, alehead, sevennight, kirtle and other medieval words. 

Strategies: Students will be working in cooperative groups, they will be brainstorming. Students will also use the peer review process before publishing their final copy.

 

What will be done:

· The teacher will lead a discussion about the end of the book. The book has an open ending, and students will be asked why they think the author chose to do this. 

· Students will be asked to review what they know about the style of writing used by Karen Cushman. They should be able to point out specific vocabulary that helps to set the mood. In cooperative groups, they can make a list of possible words and phrases to use in their writing. 

· The teacher will discuss the specific requirements of the assignment and then direct the students to spend some time brainstorming what might happen to Catherine next in the story. Students should include details about what happens to Catherine, Stephen, her family, the wedding, and her new life. Students should incorporate at least 8 medieval words and phrases into their writing. Their writing should be in the style of a diary to follow along with the book's format.

· Students will use the same peer review process discussed in the previous learning experience as they complete this activity. Final copies will be word-processed. 

Grading Rubric: See attachment #6

Learning Experience 5: Write a ballad 

Time: two 50-minute periods

Homework time will be needed to complete this assignment.
The students will know or understand: How to write a ballad to express facts about the middle ages. (For assignment sheet see attachment # 7)

Experiences and Activities: After reading the ballad "Robin Hood and the Widow's Sons" students will be instructed in the format of a ballad, students will begin to write a poem about a topic from the middle ages.

 

Strategies: Students will use the peer review process to edit their ballads before final publication.

 

What will be done:

· After distributing the copies of the ballad "Robin Hood and the Widow's Sons" let students preview it and make observations about the format. They should notice the stanzas have 4 lines. They should also notice the refrain, or repeated lines that occur throughout the ballad. Ballads also have a set rhythm to them. It should be pointed out that ballad were meant to be sung. Students should also notice the lines in Italics. These are nonsense lines that signal that a scene change or character change will be taking place. 

· The class should read several stanzas together to ensure that everyone understands the rhythm of the ballad. Then students can read the ballad with a partner. Instruct the students to underline any words that they do not know. 

· After students have read the ballad, the class should regroup and discuss the ballad to make sure everyone understood the ballad. This is the time to discuss any vocabulary that students were not sure of. 

· Introduce the activity of writing a ballad. Go over the handout about how to write a ballad with the students. This includes a sample ballad. Possible topics include the Black Death, Joan of Arc, knights, the feudal system. (see assignment sheet for more: Attachment #7) 

· Discuss the process for writing with the students: as discussed in a previous learning experience. 

· Students will have class time to begin this process; however, they will be finishing this assignment for homework. The final process will be word-processed and the ballad can be assembled into a booklet to distribute to the class.

 

Grading Rubric: See attachment #8

 

Learning Experience 6: Make a character web for Midwife's apprentice

Time: One 50-minute class period.

Homework time may also be needed to complete the web. 

The students will: Name 4 personality traits for a character from the Midwife's Apprentice. They will support the choices they have made with evidence from the text of the book. This information will be recorded in a graphic organizer. 

Experiences and Activities: After having completed the book, Midwife's Apprentice, by Karen Cushman, students will be choosing a character and naming 4 personality traits that character showed during the course of the book. Students will be discussing what a personality trait is, and brainstorming examples of traits, before they are sent off to do their own assignment. 

Strategies: Students will be brainstorming as a whole group. They will also be organizing their information into a graphic organizer. The teacher will model certain activities. Students will also be working in cooperative groups. (For graphic organizer see attachment # 9)

What will be done:

· The teacher will list a few examples of trait on the board. Examples should include things that are not personality traits, such as physical descriptions like skinny, tall, dirty, as well as personality traits such as courageous, intelligent, hardworking. Students will be asked to work as a team at their tables to sort the list of traits into groups. 

· Each table will share how they sorted the words, and will give their rationale. After all groups have had a turn, the teacher will reveal how they can be grouped as personality traits and physical traits. If this possibility came up as groups were sharing their sorting, this part may be shortened. Talk about what makes a trait a personality trait versus a physical trait. 

· Next challenge the students to list as many personality traits as they can in two minutes. Once students have had a chance to do this on their own, then the class will get together and come up with a list together using the lists they brainstormed. If students name something that is not a true personality trait, have other students tell why that does not fit. 

· Next, have students now think of a specific person that they know, such as a family member. Direct them to name two positive personality traits for that person, and then tell of a time when that person showed that trait. Before sending them to do this on their own, the teacher will model and example. After students have had several minutes to do this, share the examples they have come up with to make sure they understand the assignment. 

· Next, introduce the character web to the students. Go through the specific requirements with the students. They can then begin to work on the web for the character from Midwife's Apprentice.

Modifications: Certain students could be given fewer traits to work with, or could be given the examples from the book and then they could generate the traits.

Grading Rubric: See Attachment #10

Learning Experience 7: Create a new cover for Midwife's apprentice

Time: two 50-minute periods

The students will: study the parts of a book cover, discuss what makes a book cover appealing, and finally create a new book cover for the book Midwife's Apprentice.

Experiences and Activities: After having looked at all of the components of several book covers, students will list the components that they feel are affective, and will then work on a publishing program to create a new book cover.

Strategies: Students will create a rough draft before they start to work on a publishing program.

What will be done:

· The students will be directed to look over the cover of their reading book, as well as other books supplied by the teacher and students. The students should note the various parts, such as the cover picture, author information, the review blurbs and the story summary. 

· The students will be directed to create a rough draft of the book cover they would like to create. They should be sure to include the title and author, a picture that relates to the story, 3 reviews given by classmates, a paragraph author summary and a story summary. When the students have had their rough drafts reviewed, they will start to publish them on the computer. For pictures, the students may choose to draw these themselves.

Modifications: Certain students could work in pairs to complete this assignment.

Grading Rubric: See attachment #11

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 

 Learning Experience 9: Compare your life to the life of a child in the Middle Ages.

 

Time: one fifty-minute class to introduce assignment

*Students will need at least 2 classes for research, and 4 classes to construct the presentation. Homework time may also be needed.

The students will: Create an oral report and power point presentation comparing their lives to the life of a child in the Middle Ages.

Experiences and Activities: Students will conduct research online as well as using book sources to gather information about what life was like for children in the middle ages. They will also use a digital camera to take pictures to add to their presentations. Students will create an oral and power point presentation that demonstrates the differences between their lives and the life of a child in the middle ages.

Strategies: Students will be given a sheet of questions to research and answer for themselves and a child in the Middle Ages. Sites for research should be previewed and book marked by the teacher prior to research.

What will be done: 

· The students will have discussed as a class, specific aspects of life in the middle ages as seen in the two novels that were read. Many Social Studies textbooks also contain a chapter on this topic. 

· The students will be given the question sheet they will be researching and using as the basis for their presentation. (see attachment #13) The questions will be discussed so that all students understand what is expected. The teacher can also preview the web sites and book resources with the students prior to their research session. The students also should be given a copy of the grading rubric so they know the specific requirements of the presentation.  

· After the assignment has been discussed, students should begin to research the questions they have been given. 

· After the students have had their answers to the research questions reviewed by the teacher, students may start to create the presentations. They should also work on a script of what they will say to correspond to the power point presentation. 

· When all presentations are done, it will take several days to have all of the students give their presentations.

Modifications: Students with disabilities could work with a partner. The number of questions they have to research could also be cut down.

Grading Rubric: See attachment #12

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

The students must be able to negotiate the web to reach web sites. Students must already have some dictionary skills. They should also have word processing skills, and know how to use Power Point.

 

MODIFICATIONS

 Modifications are noted in each learning experience. They generally include providing reading support, modifying expectations and quantity of work, and providing resource room support.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

 This unit is intended to take place over a five-week period. Specific time plans are provided with each learning experience. They are based on 50 minutes class periods.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE

 This unit utilizes Internet technology for research. It also integrates technology through the creation of a power point presentation. Students also will be working with various software programs as well as a digital camera.

 

 Resources

Books:

 

Catherine, Called Birdy, Karen Cushman

 

Midwife's Apprentice, Karen Cushman

 

The Middle Ages, Tara McCarthy

How would you survive in the Middle Ages?, Fiona Macdonald

Eyewitness Book: Medieval Life.

Castles, Phillip Steele

Medieval Days and Ways, Gertrude Hartman

 

 

Internet:

 Online dictionary, http://www.dictionary.com
 

Puzzle maker: http://www.puzzlemaker.com
Interview with Karen Cushman: http://www.eduplace.com/rdg/author/cushman/question.html

Medieval Web Sites:

http://www.learner.org/exhibits/middleages/feudal/html

http://www.byu.edu/ipt/projects/middleages/LifeTimes/Pople.html

http://www.nanaellen.com/trus/baronRDL/people.htm

http://www/millersv.edu/~english/homepage/duncan/medfem/miller2
 

Attachment #1 

Format for a Story Pyramid:

Main character (1 word)

Description of character (2 adjectives)

Setting of the story (3 words)

The problem in the story (4 words)

An event in the story (5 words)

An event in the story (6 words)

Another event in the story (7 words)

The solution to the problem (8 words)

(Format taken from a TCM thematic unit on the Middle Ages)

The story pyramid should be word-processed and the students should center the text.

 

Attachment #2

Suggested Vocabulary List for Catherine, Called Birdy. 

PRIVATE
September:

forenoon

minstrel

betrothal
October:

mayhap        besieging

apprentice    blasphemy

dovecote      afeared
November:

jest

vexed

plagued
December:

kirtles

anointed

January:
February:

privy         chide 

heathens     soothsaying

breeches      omen
March:

sevennight dowry

eloquent

comely
April:

May:

sulking

idleness
June:

malignant

poultice
July:

harrowing

giddy

rapturous
August:

renown cajole

amidst    exile

putrid      parched

 
 
 
 

 

Attachment # 3

Crossword Puzzle Grading Rubric

PRIVATE
Element #1

Puzzle
Element #2

Clues
Element #3

Spelling
Element #4

Appearance

21-25 points

Puzzle uses 15 vocabulary words and is set up like a crossword puzzle.
21-25 points

Clues are correct for all vocabulary words

Clues use the definition of the word as a guide. Most clues are clear.
21-25 points

All or most clues and vocabulary words are spelled correctly.
21-25 points

Puzzle is neatly done using a puzzle software program.

All clues are also word-processed.

16-20 points

Puzzle is missing 1-3 vocabulary words.
16-20 points

1-3 clues are incorrect or are unclear.
16-20 points

There are 3-6 spelling mistakes.
16-20

Puzzle is done using software program, but clues are not word-processed.

9-15 points

Puzzle is missing 4-8 vocabulary words
9-15 points

4-8 clues are incorrect or unclear.
9-15 points

There are 7 - 12 spelling mistakes.
9-15 points

Puzzle is not completely done using software program; clues are handwritten and not neatly done.

0-8 points

Puzzle is missing 9 or more vocabulary words.
0-8 points

9 or more clues are incorrect or unclear.
0-8 points

There are 13 or more spelling mistakes.
0-8 points

Puzzle is not done using software program. Puzzle and clues are not neatly done.

 

 
Attachment #4

Name __________________________


Cinquain Poem

 

You will be creating a Cinquain poem based on one of the characters from Catherine, Called Birdy by Karen Cushman. A Cinquain is a poem that has five lines. The format is as follows:

 

Name of the character

Two adjectives to describe the character

Three verbs ending in "ing" (describe actions of the character)

An opinion about the character 

A synonym or another name for the character

 

The following is an example from the book There's an Owl in the Shower by Jean George.

 

Bardy

Small, spotted

Falling, imprinting, flying

A tiny owl who helps a family

Barred Owl

 

After you have peer edited your poem, you will be publishing it using a calligraphy pen on special paper we have made. We will rip the edges of the paper and dip it in tea. After it dries it will seem like medieval paper.

Your grade will be based on the format of your poem, as well as the accuracy of the words you choose. Please write a first and second choice for the character you would like to write about on the slip below and hand it in to the teacher.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name ___________ 

1st choice _____________2nd choice ______________

 

Attachment #5

Cinquain Grading Rubric

PRIVATE
Element #1 (60 points)

Content
Element #2 (20 points)

Spelling/Grammar
Element #3 (20 points)

Format

50-60 points

The poem correctly lists a main character, tells appropriate adjectives, actions, opinions and synonym for that character.
16-20 points

There are 0-2 spelling or grammar mistakes
16-20

The poem follows the format correctly, is word processed as directed.

35-49 points 

The poem has 2-4 errors in choosing appropriate character and adjectives, actions, opinions and synonyms for the character. (or some are missing)
11-15 points

There are 2-5 spelling or grammar errors.
11-15

The poem has 2-3 format errors, is not centered or not word-processed exactly as asked.

20-34 points 

The poem has 5 or 6 errors in choosing appropriate character and adjectives, actions, opinions and synonyms for the character. (or some are missing)
6-10 points

There are 6-8 spelling or grammar errors.
6-10 points

The poem has 4 or 5 format errors, is not centered or not word processed, but is written neatly.

0-19 points points 

The poem has 7 or more errors in choosing appropriate character and adjectives, actions, opinions and synonyms for the character. (or many are missing)
0-5 points

There are 9 or more spelling or grammar errors.
0-5 points

The poem has more than 5 format errors, is not centered or not word processed, and is not written neatly.

 

 

Attachment # 6 

Grading Rubric for the next chapter of Catherine Called Birdy.

PRIVATE
Element #1

Content

(40 points)
Element #2

Grammar and Spelling

(20 points)
Element #3

Language

(20 points)
Element #4

Creativity

(20 points)

31-40 points 

if continuation includes detailed information about 5 topics: Catherine, Stephen, her family, her wedding , and her new life
16-20 points 

if there are less than 5 errors
16-20 points 

If the continuation contains language that fits the author's style. There should be at least 8 medieval phrases or words.
16-20 points 

If the continuation creatively describes the topics using appropriate details. (For example: describing what is in Catherine's new manor house)

21-30 points

If some information is included about the 5 topics, but is not so detailed, or 1-2 of the topics are not discussed. While the other three are discussed at detail.
11-15 points 

if there are 5-10 errors in grammar or spelling
11-15 points 

If the continuation contains some language that fits the author's style. There should be at least 5 medieval phrases or words.
11-15 points 

If the continuation creatively describes the 3 of the topics using appropriate details, or all 5 topics are described, but there are not enough details.

11-20 points

If some information is included about less than 5 topics, but is not so detailed, or 2-3 of the topics are not discussed. 
6-10 points 

if there are 10-15 errors
6-10 points 

If the continuation contains few examples of language that fits the author's style. There are less than 4 medieval phrases or words.
6-10 points 

If the continuation describes less than 3 topics using appropriate details. Little creativity is shown in the writing.

0-10 points

If some information is included about the less than 3 of the topics, and is not so detailed, or more than 3 of the topics are not discussed. 
0-5 points 

if there are more than 15 errors
0-5 points

If the continuation contains little or no language that fits the authors style. There are less than 3 medieval phrases or words.
0-5 points 

The topics are not described in details, little thought was given to making the continuation creative.

 

 

 

Attachment # 7

Assignment sheet for Ballad

 

Name ___________________ Writing A Ballad

 

A ballad is a poetry form that is meant to be sung. It has 4 line stanzas that have an ABAB rhyming pattern. Ballads usually have repeated lines, or refrains. These signal that a scene or character is changing. The refrain is often a nonsense line, which may not have any special meaning. The refrain is written in Italics. Notice also the capitalization and punctuation for a ballad. Here is a sample taken from the ballad we read called "Robin Hood and the Widow's Sons", by Tara McCarthy:

 

There are twelve months in all the year, As I hear many men say, But the merriest month in all the year Is the merry month of May.

 

Now Robin Hood is to Nottingham gone, With a link a down and a day, And there he met a simple widow, Was weeping on the way.

 

You will be creating your own ballads about a medieval topic of your choice. Some possible topics include:

The Black Death
Joan of Arc
King Arthur

Knights
Magna Carta
life (food, clothing, jobs)

Feudal system
castles
the Crusades

Medecine/Health
Children's lives
manors

Your ballad must be at least 4 stanzas long. It should have a refrain that appears at least twice. It should follow the format discussed in class and shown on this assignment sheet. The final copy will be word-processed. We will be assembling a book of our ballads! We will also perform our ballads in class. Please fill out the section below and hand that part in to the teacher to register your choice of topic. Remember that you are not limited to the topics suggested on this sheet!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name __________________________

Topic Choice #1 ______________________ Topic Choice #2_______________________

 

Attachment #8 

Grading Rubric for Ballad

PRIVATE
Element #1

Format (30 points)
Element #2

Content (50 points)
Element #3

Grammar/Spelling

(20 points)

24-30 points

Ballad format is followed as directed on assignment sheet with little or no errors.
39-50 points

Ballad contains at least 5-6 facts about the topic and all or most facts are correct
16-20 points

There are no more than 2 spelling/grammar errors

17-23 points

Ballad format is mostly followed as directed on assignment sheet with 2-3 errors.
27-38 points

Ballad contains at least 4 facts about the topic or it has more, but some facts are not correct.
11-15 points

There are 3-5 spelling/grammar errors.

9-16 points

Ballad format is somewhat followed as directed on assignment sheet with 4-6 errors
15-26 points

Ballad contains at least 3 correct facts about the topic or some facts discussed are not correct. 
6-10 points

There are 6-7 spelling/grammar errors.

0-8 points

Ballad format has more than 6 errors.
0-14 points

Ballad contains less than 3 correct facts about the topic and/or all or most facts discussed are not correct.
0-5 points

There are more than 7 spelling/grammar errors.

 

Attachment # 9

Character Web Graphic Organizer

Attachment #10

Grading Rubric for Character Web

PRIVATE
Element #1

Grammar/Spelling 

(10 points)
Element #2

Traits

(45 points)
Element #3

Examples

(45 points)

8-10 points 

There are 0-3 errors in spelling/grammar.
40-45 points 

All three traits chosen are character traits and are correct for the character chosen.
40-45 points

All or most of the examples chosen to demonstrate the trait relate directly to the character and do demonstrate the chosen trait.

6-7 points 

There are 4-6 errors in spelling/grammar.
30-40 points 

All three traits chosen are character traits but are not correct for the character chosen, or one trait is not a character trait.
30-40 points

4-5 of the examples chosen to demonstrate the trait relates directly to the character and does demonstrate the chosen trait.

3-5 points 

There are 7-9 errors in spelling/grammar.
20-29 points 

Two traits chosen are character traits, most are correct for the character chosen.
20-29 points

Only 3 of the examples chosen to demonstrate the trait relate directly to the character and do demonstrate the chosen trait.

0-2 points 

There are more than 9 errors in spelling/grammar.
0-19 points 

Only on trait chosen is a character trait, or all traits chosen are not correct for the character.
0-19 points

Less than 3 of the examples chosen to demonstrate the trait relate directly to the character and do demonstrate the chosen trait.

 

Attachment #11

Grading Rubric for New cover of book

PRIVATE
Element #1

Format

(15 points)
Element #2

Picture

(10 points)
Element #3

Author information

(20 points)
Element #4

Summary

(40 points)
Element #5

Reviews

(15 points)

13-15 points

The book cover has all the elements required, and are set up correctly and attractively.

(elements: picture, author, author information, story summary, reviews
9-10 points

The picture relates directly to story and is done with care. It is in color.

 

 
16-20 points

The author info contains at least 4 facts about the author that pertain to the book. Little or no errors in spelling/grammar
36-40 points

The story summary tells the basics of the story, has few errors and grabs the reader's interest.
13-15 points

The cover has 3 student reviews that relate well to the book, are positive, and attention grabbing. There are little or no spelling/grammar errors.

9-12 points

The book cover has most of the elements required, but could be set up in a better way.
6-8 points

The picture relates directly to story but is not done very carefully, or it is not in color.
11-15 points

The author info contains at least 3 facts about the author that pertain to the book, or there are 4 facts but they are not related.
26-35 points

The story summary tells the basics of the story. It has 3-5 spelling/grammar errors. It is somewhat attention grabbing.
9-12 points

The cover has 3 student reviews that relate somewhat to the book, are positive, and somewhat attention grabbing. There are 2-4 spelling/grammar errors.

5-8 points

The book cover is missing 2 or more elements, and set up could be improved.
3-5 points

The picture's relationship to the story is unclear and is not done with care, or is not in color.
6-10 points

The author info contains at least 2 facts about the author that pertain to the book, or there are 3 facts but they are not related.
15-25 points

The story summary is not very clear. It has 6-9 spelling/grammar errors. It is somewhat attention grabbing.
5-8 points

The cover has 2 student reviews that relate somewhat to the book, are positive. There are 5-7 spelling/grammar errors.

0-4 points

The book cover is missing most elements required, and are set up is incorrect or not appealing.
0-2 points

There is no picture, or the picture is inappropriate for the story and is messy.
0-5 points

The author info contains less than 3 facts about the author that pertain to the book, and they are not related.
0-14 points

The story summary is not clear or is too short. It has more than 9 spelling/grammar errors. It does not grab the reader's interest. 
0-4 points

The cover has 1 student review or none that relate somewhat to the book, or they all do not relate to the book and are not positive or attention grabbing. There are more than 7 spelling/grammar errors.

 

 

Attachment #12

Grading Rubric for PowerPoint Presentation

PRIVATE
Element #1

Information

(40 points)
Element #2

Visual

(20 points)
Element #3

Organization

(10 points)
Element #4

Creativity

(10 points)
Element #5 

Grammar and Spelling

(10 points)
Element #6

Procedure

(10 points)

35-40 points if all information requested is there and correct
15-20 points if appropriate visuals are included for both a medieval child and the student
8-10 points if presentation is coherent and organized
8-10 points if presentation shows a variety of visuals and other components
8-10 points if 

presentation has few or no errors
8-10 points if presentation is done on time, class time was used wisely, directions were followed

25-34 points if some information is incorrect and/or missing
10-14 points if most visuals are appropriate for both a medieval child and the student
5-7 points if presentation is clear but could be better organized
5-7 points if presentation has some variety of visuals and other components
5-7 points if presentation has more than 3 errors
5-7 points if presentation is on time, but class time was not always used wisely, and/or directions not completely followed

15-24 points if information is incomplete and/or incorrect
5-9 points if some visuals are

inappropriate for medieval child or student or are missing
3-4 points if presentation needs organization or is unclear
3-4 points if presentation has few examples of variety of visuals and other components
3-4 points if presentation has more than 6 errors
3-4 points if presentation was not on time, and/or class time not used wisely, directions not completely followed

0-14 points if much information is missing and incorrect
0-4 points if there are few or no appropriate visuals
0-2 points if presentation does not make sense and has no organization
0-2 points if presentation lacks a variety of visuals and other components
0-2 points if presentation has more than 10 errors
0-2 if presentation is more than 3 days late, and time was not used wisely, and directions were not completely followed.

Attachment #13

Questions for student research for oral/power point presentation

Name ________________________


Research Outline

As you are doing your research, use this sheet to record the information you find out about yourself and a child in the Middle Ages. You may also want to make a note of which resource you found the information in, in case you need to go back to it. You will be handing this sheet in, so be neat and keep track of it.

1. Will you be comparing yourself to a noble or peasant child?

2. What do each of you wear?

A. Style

B. Colors

3. What type of education did you each receive?

A. Job training?

B. School?

4. What are you given for doing your job/chores?

5. Where do you live?

A. Describe you house

B. What types of things are in it?

6. What is your life at home like?

A. What do you eat? Where do you get your food?

B. Describe your family

C. Describe you daily routine

7. What do you do for entertainment? 

A. How much free time do you have?

B. What do you do for fun?

8. What laws/rules do you have to follow?

A. What happens if you break the law?

9. What challenges do you face in your life?

****Be sure to answer these questions for yourself and for a medieval child. Remember that the focus of your presentation is to compare your life to the life of a child in the Middle Ages. The more details you have the better!****

