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Overview

The topic of this learning unit is historical leaders, today’s leaders, leaders of the future and the contributions the leaders have bestowed upon our society.  The leaders include Martin Luther King, Jr., George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, George W. Bush, (or the current president) the kindergarten students and their families in my classroom.  At the conclusion of this learning unit, the students do a presentation titled Famous Americans Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow relating all of the information covered in this unit.


This unit begins in January when discussing Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in celebration of Martin Luther King’s Day.  In February, the learning experiences deal with George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, their birthdays, and Presidents’ Day.  The current president can be discussed at any time during this unit.  


George W. Bush was discussed prior in November due to the election along with the other presidential candidate.  The students participated in a school election hosted by the fourth grade.  There were discussions about the presidential candidates and each child voted for their choice for president.  As a result of current events, the discussion of George W. Bush occurred again when he became the president elect and when he was inaugurated into the oval office.  We continued to discuss him while participating in this unit.  





Content Knowledge
Declarative




Procedural

*Martin Luther King, Jr., 


*listening for information

George Washington, Abraham

*illustrating ideas

Lincoln, and George W. Bush are

*participating in discussions

famous historical figures


*creating props for supporting ideas

*Made long lasting contributions

to our society

*Honor birthdays as national

holidays

*Hopes and dreams can shape our society




Essential Questions
*Why do the citizens of the United States of American celebrate and have holidays in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr., George Washington, and Abraham Lincoln?

*How do our hopes and dreams shape our lives and our future?



Connections to NYS Learning Standards
    
Standard 5 - Civics, Citizenship, and Government 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the government system of the U.S. and other nations; the U.S. Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation. 
Elementary 
1. The study of civics, citizenship, and government involves learning about political systems; the purpose of government and civic life; and the differing assumptions held by people across time and place regarding power, authority, governance, and law.  (Adapted from The National Standards for Civics and Government, 1994) 

Students: 

· know the meaning of key terms and concepts related to government, including democracy, power, citizenship, nation-state, and justice. 

· describe the basic purposes of government and the importance of civic life 

3. Central to civics and citizenship is an understanding of the roles of their citizen within American constitutional democracy and the scope of a citizen's rights and responsibilities. 

Students: 

· understand that citizenship includes an awareness of the holidays, celebrations, and symbols of our nation 

· examine what it means to be a good citizen in the classroom, school.  home, and community 

· identify and describe the rules and responsibilities students have at home, in the classroom, and at school 

· understand that effective, informed citizenship is a duty of each citizen, demonstrated by jury service, voting, and community service 

4. The study of civics and citizenship requires the ability to probe ideas and assumptions, ask and answer analytical questions, take a skeptical attitude toward questionable arguments, evaluate evidence, formulate rational conclusions, and develop and refine participatory skills. 

Students: 

· show a willingness to consider other points of view before drawing conclusions or making judgments 

· participate in activities tat focus on a classroom, school, or community issue or problem 

· suggest alternative solutions or courses of action to hypothetical or historic problems 

Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.  


Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

Students: 

· gather and interpret information from children's reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams. 

· select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another 

Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

Students: 

· read a variety of literature of different genres: picture books; poems; articles and stories from children's magazines; fables, myths and legends; songs, plays and media productions; and works of fiction and nonfiction intended for young readers 





Initiating Activity

The initiating activity for the entire unit is implemented for each of the historical leaders.  I implement the same format for the introduction of each of the historical leaders.  I start with a portrait of each of the historical leaders and George W. Bush (or current president).  There are discussions describing the features of each person.  I feel this is a good starting point for my students because if I told them just the name of the person, they would not know who I was referring to.  After we discuss each person’s relevant features, I ask if anyone has ever heard of them prior to this and if they know anything about them.  I am assessing for any prior knowledge.  





Learning Experiences

There are learning experiences for each of the historical leaders in order for the students to comprehend each leader’s individual history and contributions.
1.) Martin Luther King, Jr.  (January)


1.  Read literature or implement teaching posters about Dr. King to provide more


information to the students about him and who he was.  There should be on-going 
discussions occurring while reading.


2.  Read his famous “I Have a Dream” speech and discuss his dream for civil 
rights and how people should love and respect all individuals.  Explain the 
difference of the meaning of dream here.  That it is not a dream he was having


while he was sleeping, but it is a wish or hope for all people to live in peace and


harmony with each other.


3.  Teach the students the following song:



“He Had A Dream" tune-- “He’s Got The Whole World in His Hands."




Martin Luther King, Jr., had a dream.




Martin Luther King, Jr., had a dream.




Martin Luther King, Jr., had a dream.




He had the whole world in his dream.




He had (student’s name) and (student’s name) in his dream.




He had (student’s name) and (student’s name) in his dream.




He had (student’s name) and (student’s name) in his dream.




He had the whole world in his dream.



Have the students sit in a circle and join hands with the person sitting next



to them when their name is sang in the song.  Sing the first verse one last 



time when everyone has joined hands.


4.  Discuss with the students the dreams that King had and how he believed in 


resolving the problems in peaceful, nonviolent ways.  Discuss the 
  
 
 
differences between nonviolent and violent.  Then the students draw pictures of 
 
ways to love and care for each other and not to be violent with one another on 
 
small pieces of paper or index cards.  Mount their pictures on hearts and 
 
 
exhibit the hearts on a bulletin board with the title “Changing Our World One 
 
Heart At A Time."  


5.  Hear Art--The teacher paints each child’s hands black and white.  The students 


paint a handprint of each color on a piece of blue paper.  The students cut out a 
red heart and glue the red heart between the two handprints.  This is to represent 
and symbolize love and peace between black and white people.


6.  Birthday Bracelets--The teacher needs a supply of black and white beads, 


small cut out red hearts with a hole punched in each one, and six-inch length of 


either black or white yarn.  To make this bracelet, the students need to string on 


the black and white beads and the hearts in a pattern.  This is to symbolize love 


and friendship between all people.


7.  Videos can be supplemented throughout these learning experiences

2.) Abraham Lincoln (February--I start with him first do to the fact that his birthday is the 12 of February.)


1.  Read literature and implement teaching posters about Abraham Lincoln 


to provide more information to the students about him and who he was.  There


should be on-going discussions throughout the reading.


2.  Discuss Lincoln’s childhood and how he lived in a log cabin and went to 
school in a one room school house for a year.  Build a log cabin.  This can be 
done however the teacher would prefer.  A few suggestions are out of craft sticks, 
popsicle sticks, pretzel sticks, paper towel rolls, toilet paper rolls, or Lincoln logs.  
The log cabins can be built individually or as an entire class.  


3.  Discuss through his love and desire to learn how to read books, he went on to 
become a lawyer and the long process he endured to become the president. 


4.  Talk about how he was honest and where the name Honest Abe came from.  
 
Discuss the meaning of honest and have the students brainstorm ways for people 
to be honest.


5.  Teach and sing the following song:




“Lincoln" tune-- “London Bridge”




Lincoln lived in a log cabin,




A log cabin, a log cabin.




Lincoln lived in a log cabin




As a little boy.




Lincoln was the President,




President, President.




Lincoln was the President, 




Of America.


6.  Discuss the importance of Lincoln carrying his important papers in his hat.  
Make a stove pipe hat just like Lincoln’s hat out of


black construction paper.  Take two pieces of 9 x 12 paper, fold one long end 


about 2 inches and have the students cut to the fold line.  The teacher traces a


beard onto another piece of black paper and the students cut the beard out.


The teacher staples the hat together to fit onto each child’s head and then 


staples the beard to the hat.  The students wear their Lincoln hats and beards to


role play President Lincoln.


7.  Discuss the impact of slavery on Lincoln, the reasons for the Civil War, and 
the results of the war.  Read the Gettyburg’s address.  


8.  Videos can be implemented throughout the learning experiences.

3.) George Washington (February after Lincoln)


1.  Read literature and implement teaching posters on George Washington to


provide more information to students about who he was and what he did.


2.  Teach the students about his childhood and how he went to live at Mount 
Vernon with his brother.  Discuss the importance of Mount Vernon.  Locate on


a map.  


3.  Discuss the story of Washington chopping down the cherry tree and 


the meaning of honest.  Can refer back to Lincoln and being honest Abe.


The students can create a cherry tree bulletin board by making a tree and


cherries for the tree.  On the cherries, they draw pictures of people being honest.


4.  Teach them how the British ruled the colonies and how they paid high taxes.  
Discuss how Washington was a soldier in the army and led the army in the 
Revolutionary War. 


5.  The students make 3 point hats out of blue construction paper.  Trace the 


hat pattern onto one sheet of paper and then staple two additional sheets.  
Students cut out the hats and glue on red paper cherries to hats.  Teacher staples


the hats on the points to fit each child’s head.  The students wear the hats while 
role playing George Washington as a soldier in the war and the crossing of the 
Delaware River.  The role play can have a boat with oars or just have them


use their imaginations.


6.  Discuss how the colonist won the war and obtained freedom from the British.  
Talk about Washington becoming the father of our country and the first 
president.


7.  Teach and sing the following song:



“Our First President” tune-- “Ten Little Indians."



George Washington was our President,



George Washington was our President,



He was the first President,



George Washington.



He was a hero to the people.



He was a hero to the people.



He helped our country win its freedom,



George Washington.


8.  Videos can be implemented throughout the learning experiences.


For both Washington and Lincoln, discuss and observe the currency that their pictures are located on.  Discuss the value of the money and do a math learning experience involving this.  Presented the students pictures of both memorials in Washington, DC.

4.) George W. Bush (or the current president)


Discuss who this person is, where he is from, and what number president of the United States of America it is.  Discuss current hopes and goals for our society this president currently has.  For President Bush, we discussed that he was the 43rd president, that he was the former governor of Texas, that he was former President George Bush’s son, and that his goals for our society were tax cuts for all people, equal education with higher standards for all children, and to assist foreign countries to achieve peace.

5.) Make silhouettes of all of the historical leaders, the current president, and the students.  Glue onto poster board and label “Famous Americans."  Display on a bulletin board.

6.) Students' dreams and hopes for our society for the future


1.  Posed the question, “What are your hopes and dreams for our society for the 
future?"  This dream or hope needs to involve good citizenship.  Ask the 
students to think about this for a few moments.  


2.  Tell them to share their dream or hope with a classmate of their choice.  From 
this, inform them that they are as a class going to brainstorm a list of dreams for 
the future. 


3.  Write the brainstorm list onto chart paper.  All of the students’ thoughts are 
accepted and recorded on the chart paper.  


4.  When the list is compiled, review the list and discuss the reasons why each 
dream is vital to our future.

7.) Illustrating their dream or hope for the future


1.  The following day, the students review the list of dreams and hopes.


2.  Inform them to decide on what dream or hope they would like to illustrate.  
3.  They choose a dream that is on the list or if they would like pick another not 
on the list. 


4.  Students draw their illustrations on drawing paper with pencils and crayons.  
5.  When all of them have completed their illustrations, they individually dictate a 
sentence to the teacher about their dream. 


6.   Later, the teacher sits with each student individually and assists them 
in typing their dream on the computer.

8) Family Homework Assignment


The families are given a homework assignment to complete at home.  They are asked to have a family discussion of their hopes and dreams and how the dream can work for a better future for everyone.  The dream needs to include good citizenship.  After the family discussion, the family draws an illustration and either writes or types on the computer their families’ dream.  





Culminating Performance

1.) I assess the students on what factual information they retain about George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr., and George W. Bush.  There is continuos review of all of the factual information during the entire unit.  This is an informal assessment so that I am able to find out the students’ understanding of the factual information.  I write on sheets of paper the name of each person.  I ask the students to think about the facts for only one historical leader or the President.  They choose which person to restate the fact about.  I record their facts onto the sheets of paper.  

2.) The second assessment piece is for the students to put on a presentation titled “Famous Americans Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow” for their parents.  The facts the students state in the first assessment piece are presented at their presentation.  The students memorize their fact for the presentation.  The students are grouped according to which historical leader and the president they are sharing the factual information about.  They wear either the hats or bracelets for props during the presentation.  After the students present the information of each individual, they sing the song about each person from the learning experiences.  Then, the students share their own hopes and dreams for good citizenship for the future.  They state their sentence, which they have memorized, and present their illustrations.  At the conclusion of the presentation, the students share their families’ hopes and dreams for the future.  They present the dream; I assist where necessary, and share their families’ illustration. 


Rubric

A score of 4 means:


A.) Accurate about factual information on a historical leader or the president


B.) Accurately memorizes and restates factual information during the 
presentation


C.) Spoke in a clear and concise manner during the presentation


A score of 3 means:


A.) Slight inaccuracy about factual information on a historical leader or the 


president


B.) Slight inaccuracy in memorizing and restating factual information during 
the presentation


C.) Slight difficulty speaking in a clear and concise manner during the 
presentation


A score of 2 means:


A.) Some attempt made about factual information on a historical leader or


the president


B.) Some attempt made in memorizing and restating factual information during


the presentation


C.) Some attempt to speak in a clear and concise manner during the 
presentation

A score of 1 means:


A.) No attempt made about factual information on a historical leader or 


the president


B.) No attempt made in memorizing and restating factual information during the


presentation


C.) No attempt made to participate in the presentation




     Pre-Requisite Skills

There are no required pre-requisite skills for this unit.  When the students participate in the initiating activity, I assess for any prior knowledge.





Modifications

This hands-on learning unit incorporated all of the learning styles to meet all students’ needs.  The only modification made was during the presentation for a student with special needs.  A teaching assistant helped this student state and repeat their own words.




Unit Schedule/Time Plan

This unit covers about a 6 week time period.  Each learning experience average time is 30-40 minutes.  Presentation--20 minutes  





     Technology Use

The students type on the computer their dreams for the future with assistance from the teacher.  My students use the computer program Creative Writer.  The families can type their dreams on the computer if they choose to on any program that is available to them.


A digital camera is used for pictures of the students with their families as part of the presentation.  The families are given a picture once it is printed off of the computer.

Websites:

1.  Martin Luther King, Jr.


www.stanford.edu


deil.lang.uiuc.edu

2.  George Washington


www.whitehouse.gov


earlyarmerica.com

3.  Abraham Lincoln


members.aol.com


www.geocities.com

4.  George W. Bush


gi.grolier.com/presidents


www.georgewbush.com


