TitleIII Technology Literacy Challenge Grant
Learning Unit 
LU Title: All About Ice Cream
Author(s):Melissa Morris

Grade Level: Grade 6 
School : Westmoreland Central School

Topic/Subject Area: Resource
Address: 5176 Route 233 Westmoreland, NY 13490

Email:DEINERA@aol.com
Phone/Fax: 315-853-6187

OVERVIEW
 This unit is a fun way to reinforce concepts and skills taught in regular classes. Some topics include; writing from an outline to a paragraph, using Inspiration to create an outline, historical researching, letter writing, real world math problem solving, analyzing and writing short anecdotes, creating a persuasive poster, and answering questions in complete sentences using supporting details from a variety of sources.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 Locating details in articles
 Creating an outline with Inspiration

 Answering questions in complete sentences
 Writing a paragraph from an outline

 
 Completing an order form

 
 Locating and using information on the Web

 
 Writing a friendly letter through email

 
 Writing an anecdote

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 Is organization a path to success?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
 ELA 1.1 Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas; discovering relationships, concepts, generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. (Reading and responding to articles)

ELA 1.2 Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely, and comprehensibly. (Reading and responding to articles)

MST Mathematical Systems 1.3-1 Apply mathematical knowledge to solve real world problems that arise from the investigation of mathematical ideas, using representations such as pictures, charts, and tables. (Order form activity)

MST Information Systems 2.1 Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information as a tool to enhance learning. (Using software and surfing web)

SS 1.1-1 Explore the meaning of American culture by identifying the key ideas, beliefs, and patterns of behavior, and traditions that help define and unite all Americans. (Reading and discussing history)

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
1. Color, cut, fold, and paste to build a Ben and Jerry’s village by following given directions. (Find directions and diagrams at www.benandjerrys.com ) 

2. Read article entitled “We All Scream for Ice Cream” from National Geographic World, August 1993. Discuss key points and interesting facts as a class.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

***Please note that because this is a Resource class many activities are not graded. We instead keep a portfolio of the skills we practice and as the teacher, I informally identify (according to the students IEP) which skills we need to continue to work on. Also, many of these activities were not only tied to IEP goals and objectives but they are also a review of things that could help the students on core finals.

1.Complete Initiating Activity 1 and build a Ben and Jerry’s village.

2.Complete Initiating Activity 2. This activity can be modified using a different article if this one is difficult to locate. The article discusses a behind the scenes look at Ben and Jerry’s and excites the students about our topic. It also is a great time to discuss sequencing and the importance of accuracy in sequence. Discuss the factory steps and point out how things are organized for success. Discuss the steps we needed to follow to build the village yesterday. Relate that to writing by discussing how to organize for the same accuracy and success.

3.Using Inspiration software, help students create an outline on the outline page. (Teacher will create on outline from the article ahead of time. It should have at least 4 topics and between 2 and 4 subtopics below each topic. One subtopic should also be subdivided) Dictate the entire outline to the students and have them each input the information into the program. When the information is typed in, have them convert to web or diagram format and compare the two views. Discuss their opinions about each view and writing from each view. Explain that since they have written from a web for years they may feel more comfortable with that type of organizer and that we are going to practice using the outline for the next week. 

4.Practice using outlines to write from. Use a commercial resource or teacher-made materials to model, guide and offer students time to practice writing from an outline to paragraph form. This should be given at least 2 days. Continually offer feedback and time to improve.

5.Have students complete Assessment #1 and write paragraphs from the initial dictated inspiration outline. (See below for more information)

6.Have the students get on the web and use some search engines listed below to search for the ice cream dates that can be found on www.allabouticecream.com. Have them try to locate any information about the origin of the “holiday”. They will not be successful. That is ok. As of the date of this unit, the information could not be found. Guide them to the website www.icescreamers.com and read about the group. Compose an email together to send to them requesting information about the important dates or write friendly letters and send through snail mail

 7.Teacher locate at least 2 sources of ice cream history (electronically or print) and distribute to class. Read them together and critique the information. Tie the information into current studies in their social studies class. Students can answer questions about the history or create questions to ask each other. Another option is to create a class trivia game (that houses many topics covered throughout the year) and add ice cream as a new topic.

8.Read “Ice Cream is Good for the Soul” and discuss its moral. Illustrate the story individually or as a class and then write a paragraph about a similar situation that happened personally.

9.Go to www.benjerry.com and print the catalog pictures as well as the order form. Model for the students how to complete an order form, including figuring tax and shipping. Have students complete a make-believe order form. You can even tell them that if Mom and Dad are interested these items can actually be purchased on the web.

10. Complete Assessment #2 Resource Final Project (See below for more information), and of course, a Ben and Jerry’s ice cream party. When I completed this unit The Food Network was developing a show called Ice Cream Unwrapped. It was aired July 1st so it did not help me, but would be a terrific addition to the party and/or unit.

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
 Assessment #1 = Writing the brief Ice Cream report from the dictated outline. This is informally assessed to see how well the students can write from an outline into paragraphs. The score on this is arrived at simply by deciding what percentage of information was correctly transferred from the dictated outline to the corresponding paragraph. The outline I used has 18 pieces of information. If all 18 were used then the student would receive a 100 and so on.

Assessment #2 = Final Resource Project 

(Teacher: see www.learningnetwork.com for articles, directions, further reading, worksheets and answer keys) 

Student Directions (taken directly from learning network projects, except for Activity 3 which was modified for this class)

Given the Learning Network packet (www.learningnetwork.com ), complete the four activities independently. 

Activity 1 = Web Research – Go to Ice Cream Facts and Trivia at http://makeicecream.com/icecreamtrivia.html  and answer the questions on the worksheet provided Then check out cool sites on the learning network to learn more.

Activity 2 = Article and Questions – Read Article about Ice Cream History and use your current knowledge and the information in the article to answer the questions on the worksheet provided. 

Activity 3 = Invent Your Own Flavor – Make a poster that shows and describes your flavor. Make sure your poster is colorful, neat, and sells your ice cream. It should touch on at least 5 qualities.

Activity 4 = Tying it All Together – Using the knowledge you have gained throughout this unit, as well as the information in the first 3 activities, answer the 4 questions in complete sentences with at least 3 supporting details for each answer.

RUBRIC


4
3
2
1
0

WEB RESEARCH
Independently, finds website and answers questions
Independently, asking for minor guidance, finds website and answers questions
With some guidance, finds website and answers questions
Guided, finds website and answers questions
Does not complete assignment

WEB RESEARCH
80 % correct
60 % correct
40 % correct
20 % correct
Does not complete assignment

ARTICLE & QUESTIONS
Independently, complete answers
With prompt, complete answers
Independently, incomplete answers
With prompt, incomplete answers
Does not complete assignment

ARTICLE & QUESTIONS
80 % correct
60 % correct
40 % correct
20 % correct
Does not complete assignment

INVENTED FLAVOR POSTER
Colorful, neat, 5 qualities described
Colorful, neat, 4 qualities described
3 Qualities described
2 or less qualities described
Does not complete assignment

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER QUESTIONS
Complete answers to all questions
Complete answers to 3 questions
Complete answers to 2 questions
Complete answers to 1 question
Does not complete assignment

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER QUESTIONS
3 supporting details
2 supporting details
1 supporting detail
No details to support answer
Does not complete assignment

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Basic word processing and web navigating knowledge.

 

MODIFICATIONS
 This is a special education unit so modifications were intertwined. However, further accommodations that might be appropriate include; extra time for writing pieces, reduced level of reading material, direct 1:1 instruction on Inspiration and/or search engine use, further re-teaching of outline-based writing, and extra structure in math problems and directions.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 

Day 1

Build Ben and Jerry Town and tour website
Day 2

Read and Discuss “We all Scream for Ice Cream”
Day 3 

Dictate Inspiration Outline
Day 4

Outline to paragraph practice
Day 5 

Outline to paragraph practice

Day 6

Write report from Inspiration web 

Assessment #1
Day 7

Research dates and write letter to Ice Screamers
Day 8

Read about the history of ice cream from 2 sources and discuss
Day 9

Read “ Ice Cream is good for the soul” and write an anecdote
Day 10

Solve math problems from advertisement and/or complete an order form

Day 11

Resource Final Project 

Assessment #2
Day 12

Resource Final Project
Day 13

Resource Final Project
Day 14

ICE CREAM PARTY !!!
Day 15

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
Programs:

Inspiration Software (www.inspiration.com )

Web- Search engines

Web- Site Specific Research (www.learningnetwork.com )

Microsoft Word

Books:

Outlining by Remedia Publications written by Eleanor Villalpando

Places:

www.benjerry.com
www.allabouticecream.com
www.icescreamers.com
www.dreyers.com 

Ice Cream
Ice Cream. Ice cream has a long history as a popular dairy food item. It has evolved
from a manually manufactured household product to a fairly automated ... 
www.foodsci.uoguelph.ca/dairyedu/icecream.html
Ice Cream
Ice Cream. Last Updated: May 3, 2000 This animated ... UK
and NA. My Ice Cream. See the previous section ... 
www.cgl.uwaterloo.ca/~smann/IceCream/ 
Molecular Expressions Photo Gallery: The Ice Cream Collection
The Ice Cream Collection. COFFEE ALMOND FUDGE CRUNCH.
The Ice Cream Collection. Ice ... 
micro.magnet.fsu.edu/micro/gallery/benandjerry/icecream.html 

Here's the Scoop Ice Cream - History of Ice Cream
... History of Ice Cream. ... 1559: Ice cream appears in Italy as ice
and salt are discovered to make a freezing combination. ... 
www.heresthescoop.com/history.html
Ice Cream Facts & Trivia
The History of Ice Cream, Ice Cream Consumption. Top 10 Ice Cream
Consuming Countries, Top 5 Ice Cream Producing States. ... 
www.makeicecream.com/icecreamtrivia.html
Ice Cream Alliance Welcome
Category: Regional > Europe > ... > Industries > Food and Beverage > Dairy Products
www.ice-cream.org/ 
Ice Cream (specifically for teachers)
... Click Here. If you have an Ice Cream activity, please click on the "Submit"
button below. ... Books About Ice Cream. Submit Your Idea. Click Here! ... 
www.perpetualpreschool.com/ice_cream.htm 

Finding Science in Ice Cream
Finding Science in Ice Cream - An Experiment for Secondary School Classrooms.
For further information about Finding Science in Ice Cream: ... 
www.foodsci.uoguelph.ca/dairyedu/findsci.html
Perry's Ice Cream
Perry's Ice Cream: Akron, NY 
www.perrysicecream.com/ 
"We All Scream for Ice Cream" Non Fiction Book by ... 
... ISBN 0-380-80250-3 You can buy this book at, NEW!!! We All Scream for Ice Cream!
The Scoop on America's Favorite Dessert By Lee Wardlaw Illustrated by Sandra ... 
leewardlaw.com/scream.htm
Ice Cream Experiments
Text Links: Home. Lesson Plans. Humor. Teacher Inquiry. Urban Education. Web
Wizardry.ICE ( Ice Cream Experiments) lesson. ... ousd.k12.ca.us/~codypren/ice.html
(If available watch “Ice Cream Unwrapped” from The Food Network)








