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OVERVIEW

The learning unit "Vamos a visitar España" fits the cultural understanding aspect of the LOTE curriculum for checkpoint A. The middle school curriculum includes the study of cultural topics dealing with the geography and history of Spain. This Learning Unit will give the student the opportunity to participate in a guided WebQuest ( http://phcswww.neric.org/spain.htm ) research and learn about these aspects of Spain in a creative, thought provoking, higher thinking level approach. The student will create an attractive, colorful and neat looking travel guide and itinerary for a two week Spain vacation that can be shared with fellow travelers and parents. The end product should demonstrate the desire to visit various cities in Spain. It should justify the visit to Spain and convince parents that it is a worthwhile and educational endeavor. Students might actually use this product when they have the opportunity to participate in the Spanish exchange in their sophomore year. 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 Students will identify the physical features of Spain
	 Students will study physical features and create their own map of Spain

	 Students will identify important historical events in Spain
	 Students will create a time line of historical events in Spain

	 Students will identify and examine the history of the Spanish flag
	 Students will draw the Spanish flag and summarize the historical facts of the flag

	 Students will identify the climate and temperatures in the different regions of Spain
	 Students will develop a chart showing the climate and temperatures in the regions they will be visiting

	 Students will identify the Spanish currency and conversion rates
	 Students will differentiate between types of money used in Spain and create a conversion chart to be used while shopping in Spain

	 Students will identify cultural difference and travel conditions
	 Students will compile a travel advisory guide to ensure safety and better assimilation in Spanish culture

	Students will look into authentic Spanish and typical regional dishes and meals
	Students will arrange a list of foods and recipes typical for the regions that will be visited

	Students will identify useful Spanish vocabulary and expression
	Students will select vocabulary and expressions appropriate to a range of travel topics and create a guide in Spanish-English.

	Students will identify information on six Spanish cities, sights and attractions
	Students will analyze ideas and information obtained, compile information and create an itinerary and travel guide for the sights and attractions visited during a two week stay in Spain


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

Suppose that you are going to visit Spain for two weeks. How would you prepare yourself and your fellow travelers? Which places would you visit, and what excursions would you plan? How would you convince your parents to let you go and show them that you know what you are getting yourself into?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
 

Standard: LOTE - Standard 1 - Checkpoint A: Communication Skills - Students will be able to use a language other than English for communication.

Benchmarks: Students will:

· communicate for the purpose of socializing, providing, acquiring information and expressing personal feelings and opinions.
Standard: LOTE - Standard 2 - Checkpoint A: Cultural Understanding - Students will develop cross-cultural skills and understandings.

Benchmarks: Students will: 

· develop an understanding of perceptions, gestures, folklore, family and community dynamics that go beyond words.
· correctly interpret cultural manifestations.
· draw comparisons between societies, cultural patterns and traditions
Standard: ELA - Standard 1 – Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding.

Benchmarks: Students will:

· synthesize information from diverse sources and identify complexities and discrepancies 

· use a combination of techniques to extract relevant information  

· make perceptive and well-developed connections to prior knowledge 

· use standard English skillfully, applying established rules and conventions for presenting information and making use of a wide range of grammatical constructions and vocabulary to achieve an individual style that communicates effectively 
Standard: ELA: Standard 3 – Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation.
Benchmarks: Students will:

· examine and adjust their own written presentations to have the greatest influence on a particular audience.

· Students will analyze ideas and information obtained from several sources 

· Students will present their opinions and ideas in writing as the end product of their project

Standard: MST: Standard 2 – Information Systems

Benchmarks: Students will:

· understand and use the more advanced features of word processing, spreadsheets, and database software 

· prepare multimedia presentations demonstrating a clear sense of audience and purpose 

· access, select, collate, and analyze information obtained from a wide range of sources, including the Internet 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

· Use overhead with World map and map of Spain showing location, borders, rivers, mountains and major cities of Spain.

· Handout map and list of above - students label map

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

· Handout list of geographical vocabulary in Spanish - demonstrate meaning

· Students label, color and provide key for geographical features in Spanish for map of Spain

· Crossword puzzle for Spanish map information

· Play reinforcement game using map and geographical vocabulary (Tic Tac Toe)

· Students complete a reading activities on basic components of Spanish history and culture (Levy, Stephen L. and Nassi, Robert J. 1996. "Spanish First Year, Workbook Edition" New York, N.Y.: AMSCO School Publications, Inc.)

· Students watch and complete video activity sheet on video "Spain, Everything Under the Sun" (Teacher's Discovery) 

· Teacher presentation on Spanish exchange trip using maps, travel books, postcards, pictures, and other authentic materials.

· Students will be introduced to the principles of a WebQuest and the "Vamos a visitar España" WebQuest using a laptop and multimedia projector. The WebQuest is posted on the  PHCS server ( http://phcswww.neric.org/spain.htm ).

· Students are assigned a partner. 

· Each partners is given a folder to keep all notes and research materials. 

· Students are given a checklist to promote an organized manner of research. 

· Loose-leaf paper and index cards are available for note taking. 

· Partners are assigned one computer and together, after introduction, they will read, discuss and decide which information each partner will research this first period in the Computer Lab. 

· Partners are to work together and divide work on the project equally. Each student has certain strengths. These strengths should be used to their advantage and together they are expected to create an attractive, colorful and neat looking travel guide and itinerary that can be shared with fellow travelers and parents. The end product should demonstrate the desire to visit Spain and the various cities. It should justify the visit to Spain and convince parents that this is a worthwhile and educational endeavor.

· The travel guide/itinerary will be word-processed, should be written in paragraph form, and will have a cover page. Headings and transitions should be used so the writing is easy to read.

· Students use the pre-selected sites connected to each topic to guide the research process. There are links within each page, which are to be use to make sure that each topic is researched thoroughly. Web sites, other than the pre-selected sites, used should be included at the end of the travel guide. 
· Topics to be researched: 

1. Introduction and the value of visiting Spain

2. Map of Spain and Geographical Information                                              

3. History of Spain                                                                                         

4. Spanish Royal Family                                                                    

5. Spanish Flag and Historical Value of the Flag.                                                      

6. Significant Cultural Facts, Traits, Customs and Celebrations.                        

7. Weather, Transportation, and Communication.                        

8. Pertinent travel information and Currency.                                                          

9. Food and Eating Habits.                                                                                                        

10. Travel Vocabulary, phrases, and expressions

11. Itinerary, excursions and attractions for a two-week and 6 city visit.

· Second part of class each individual student will be assigned a computer and start the WebQuest project.

· In subsequent lesson periods the students will spend the first minutes of class getting organized and conferring with their partner before continuing research on the computer. 

· Students are advised to start thinking about and start planning the layout of their travel-guide early on and not wait until all information is collected. Students are encouraged to be creative. Students who want to work ahead on the creative part of the travel guide are allowed to come in after school and use class materials.

· During class periods in computer Lab teacher provides help and guidance and assure that all students are being productive. Teacher will search for additional links if necessary. 

· Students are able to use computer from 2:30 to 3:10 p.m. and get extra help if necessary.

· Teacher will meet with partners on a regular basis to check the progress, check for understanding or provide assistance with layout.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 

Travel-Guide and Itinerary through WebQuest

Students will be introduced to the principles of a WebQuest and the "Vamos a visitar España" WebQuest ( http://phcswww.neric.org/spain.htm ).

Introduction: Pack your suitcase and say goodbye to your parents and friends.... we are going to Spain! But, to make the most out of our 2 weeks in Spain, we need to do some research, figure out what we are going to do there and how to prepare ourselves for this trip. 
We are flying into Madrid and are going to visit Madrid and five of the cities of your choice, but I need your help in finding interesting places to visit and planning excursions. You also need this information to convince your parents to let you go, and to show them that you know what you're getting yourself into.

The Task: Each student is assigned a partner. Partners first task is to research the Internet for aspects that a traveler should we be aware of. Such as travel advisories or hints that will ensure safety and better assimilation into the Spanish culture. Other important things to research are currency, weather, key phrases in Spanish, and…. of course food!

Second partners research Madrid and 5 Spanish cities of their choice that are going to be visited. They will gather information, and take "photos" of the places that will be visited in order to be able to prepare a day-by-day itinerary for two weeks.

Last the partners will prepare a travel guide and itinerary, for their use and for their parents', which will contain all the above information, and will ensure that everyone knows what the trip is all about. The travel guide/itinerary will be word-processed, should be written in paragraph form, and will have a cover page. Headings and transitions should be used so the writing is easy to read. Pre-selected sites are connected to each topic to guide the research process. There are links within each page, which makes it possible to research each topic thoroughly. 

Topics to be researched (more details in WebQuest and on checklist): 

12. Introduction and the value of visiting Spain

13. Map of Spain and Geographical Information                                              

14. History of Spain                                                                                         

15. Spanish Royal Family                                                                    

16. Spanish Flag and Historical Value of the Flag.                                                      

17. Significant Cultural Facts, Traits, Customs and Celebrations.                        

18. Weather, Transportation, and Communication.                        

19. Pertinent travel information and Currency.                                                          

20. Food and Eating Habits.                                                                                                        

21. Travel Vocabulary, phrases, and expressions

22. Itinerary, excursions and attractions for a two-week and 6 city visit.

"Vamos a visitar España" - Checklist
Partners ______________________ & ___________________________

1. Introduction                                                                                                           

· Introduction to your project.                                                           

· Why is visiting Spain valuable and important to you.                  

· Pictures / Illustrations
2. Map of Spain and Geographical Information                                          

· Map of Spain with major geographical points. (borders, cities, rivers, mountains). 

· Data on geography and general information of Spain.                                                                            

3. History of Spain                                                                                         

· Overview of the important historical happenings in Spain.                            

· Timeline 
4. Spanish Royal Family                                                                    

· History on the Spanish Family.                                                

· Information about the King, Queen and other members of the Royal family                                                                                                        

· Who ruled over Spain before King Juan Carlos?                                                                               

· Include pictures.
5. Spanish Flag and Information.                                                      

· History and meaning of the flag                                                                  

· Describe the flag                                                                    

· Picture of the flag 

6. Significant Cultural Facts, Traits, Customs and Celebrations.                        

· Social customs                                                                       

· People                                                                                         

· Religion                                                                                   

· Education                                                                                   

· Holidays and celebrations                                                           

· Other significant cultural facts                            
7. Weather, Transportation, and Communication.                        

· General weather pattern                                                                

· Weather in the various regions during the different seasons               

· Chart showing the above                                                       

· Weather in the cities you plan to visit.                                         

· Types of transportation available in Spain                                            

· Type of transportation that can use during sight seeing in each city?                                                                                             

· Information on the Telephone system                                          

· Numbers and information to call home                                                               

· Phone Cards we could use    

8. Pertinent travel information and Currency.                                                          

· What type of money are we going to be using?                               

· How will you know what something costs?                               

· Examples of the different coins and bills used in Spain             

· Conversion rate                                                                 

· Conversion chart.                                                                       

· What to be aware of as a traveler                                                     

· Travel advisories or hints that will ensure our safety and better assimilation in the Spanish culture?

9. Food  and Eating Habits.                                                                                                        

· Meal times                                                                                   

· Type of meals                                                                                 

· Foods specific for different regions                                               

· Restaurant information                                                               

· Recipes                                                                                       

· Pictures 

10. Travel Vocabulary, phrases, and expressions.                                  

· Spanish-English guide with useful vocabulary and expressions. 

· Greetings                                                                            

· Shopping                                                                                

· Restaurants                                                                                   

· Hotels                                                                                             

· Post-office                                                                           

· Asking/Giving direction 

11. Itinerary 

· Days 1 & 2 – Madrid  
           

· Attraction _____________________________

· Attraction _____________________________                    

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________

· days 3 & 4                                                                           

· City __________________________________                                                

· Attraction _____________________________                                                                        

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________

· days 5 & 6                                                                           

· City __________________________________                                                   

· Attraction _____________________________                                                                        

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________

· days 7 & 8                                                                           

· City __________________________________                                                   

· Attraction _____________________________                                                                        

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________

· days 9 &10                                                                          

· City __________________________________                                                   

· Attraction _____________________________                                                                        

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________

· days 11 & 12                                                                          

· City __________________________________                                                   

· Attraction _____________________________                                                                        

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________                    

· Attraction _____________________________

· days 13 & 14                                                                           

· City - Madrid                                                                  

· Attraction _____________________________                                                                        

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________                     

· Attraction _____________________________

· Separate page for each city.                                                       

· Location of the city                                                                      

· History of the city                                                                        

· Special features                                                                          

· What is the city best known for                                                                  

· Shopping                                                                                  

· Authentic foods for the region                                               

· Explanation, history and information on each sight and or attraction            

· Pictures

12. Reaching Consensus, Editing of the Pages, Layout and Assembly of the Travel Guide and Itinerary.     

· Editing of information                                                               

· Double checked checklist                                                                  

· Topics are discussed thoroughly                                               

· Information to ensure that it will be a safe trip                                               

· Desire to travel to Spain demonstrated clearly                                      

· Parents will be convince that the trip is a good idea                       

· Studied travel expressions                                                                      

· Edited for spelling and grammar mistakes                                                 

· Used headings and wrote in paragraph form       

Travel Guide and Itinerary Rubric



Authors' names: 
__________________________________
__________________________________

	
	Beginning
1
	Developing
2
	Accomplished
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	Introduction
	Does not give any information about what to expect in the report.
	Gives very little information.
	Gives too much information--more like a summary.
	Presents a concise lead-in to the report.
	

	Research
	Does not demonstrate

adequate use of internet and pre selected sites
	Does demonstrate 

basic use of internet and pre selected sites.
	Does demonstrate 

good use of internet and pre selected sites.
	Does demonstrate 

excellent use of internet and pre selected sites.
	

	Purpose
	Does not address many of the required travel guide topics and itinerary
	Does not address one or more of the required travel guide topics and itinerary.
	Addresses all requirements fairly thoroughly
	Addresses all requirements thoroughly.
	

	Procedure
	Not sequential, most steps are missing or are confusing.
	Some of the steps are understandable; most are confusing and lack detail.
	Most of the steps are understandable; some lack detail or are confusing.
	Presents easy-to-follow steps, which are logical and adequately detailed.


	

	Itinerary/Charts and Photos
	Itinerary and/or graphs, charts, and photos are missing or information inaccurate.
	All information is complete and present with minor inaccuracies and/or illegible characters.
	All information is present and complete accurately 
	All information is present and complete in a exemplary fashion


	

	Conclusion
	Presents an illogical explanation for findings and does not address any of the essential questions suggested in the template.
	Presents an illogical explanation for findings and addresses few questions.
	Presents a logical explanation for findings and addresses some of the questions.
	Presents a logical explanation for findings and addresses most of the questions.
	

	Grammar & Spelling
	Very frequent grammar and/or spelling errors.
	More than five errors.
	Only one or two errors.
	All grammar and spelling are correct.
	

	Attractiveness
	Illegible writing, loose pages.
	Word- processed, some ill-formed letters, print too small or too large, papers stapled 
	Word-processed, clean and neatly bound in a report cover, illustrations provided.
	Word-processed, clean and neatly bound, illustrations provided.
	

	Collaboration
	Does not perform duties of partnership and relies on partner to do work
	Performs very little duties of the partnership. Rarely does the assigned work, often needs reminding              
	Performs nearly all duties of the partnership. Usually does the assigned work, rarely needs reminding.                                                                                        
	Performs all duties of the partnership. Always does the assigned work..
	

	Timeliness
	Report handed in more than one week late.
	Up to one week late.
	Up to two days late.
	Report handed in on time.
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	


Collaboration Rubrics                                 

	Directions: Assign score for your self 

	Name _______________________________




	Score
	Excellent=5
	Good=4
	Average=3
	Poor=2
	 

	Score________
	Did a full share of the work--or more
	Did an equal share of the work
	Did almost as much work as partner
	Did less work than partner
	EQUAL WORK

	Score ________
	Took the initiative in helping the group get organized
	Worked agreeably with partner concerning times and places to meet
	Could be coaxed into meeting with other partner
	Did not meet partner at agreed times and places
	EQUAL WORK

	Score ________
	Provided many ideas for the unit development
	Participated in discussions about unit
	Listened to partner; on some occasions, made suggestions
	Seemed bored with conversations about the unit
	EQUAL WORK

	Score ________
	Assisted partner
	Offered encouragement to partner
	Seemed preoccupied with own lessons
	Took little pride project
	EQUAL WORK

	Score ________
	Work was ready on time or sometimes ahead of time
	Work was ready very close to the agreed time
	Work was usually late but was completed in time to be graded
	Some work never got completed and other partner completed the assignment
	TIME

	Score ________
	Clearly communicated desires, ideas, personal needs and feelings
	Usually shared feelings and thoughts with partner
	Rarely expressed feelings, preferences.
	Never spoke up to express excitement and/or frustration. 
	COMMUNICATION

	Score ________
	Expressed frequent appreciation for other partner
	Often encouraged and appreciated partner
	Seemed to take the work of partner for granted
	Partner often wondered, "What is going on here?"
	COMMUNICATION

	Score ________
	Gave feedback to partner that dignified
 
	Gave feedback in ways that did not offend
 
	Sometimes hurt feelings of partner with feedback
 
	Was openly rude when giving feedback
 
	COMMUNICATION

	Score ________
	Accepted feedback from partner willingly
 
	Reluctantly accepted feedback
 
	Argued own point of view over feedback
 
	Refused to listen to feedback
 
	COMMUNICATION


Total score ___________

	Directions: Assign score for partner.

	Partner's Name ______________________ Evaluator's Name______________________




	Score
	Excellent=5
	Good=4
	Average=3
	Poor=2
	 

	Score________
	Did a full share of the work--or more
	Did an equal share of the work
	Did almost as much work as partner
	Did less work than partner
	EQUAL WORK

	Score ________
	Took the initiative in helping the group get organized
	Worked agreeably with partner concerning times and places to meet
	Could be coaxed into meeting with other partner
	Did not meet partner at agreed times and places
	EQUAL WORK

	Score ________
	Provided many ideas for the unit development
	Participated in discussions about unit
	Listened to partner; on some occasions, made suggestions
	Seemed bored with conversations about the unit
	EQUAL WORK

	Score ________
	Assisted partner
	Offered encouragement to partner
	Seemed preoccupied with own lessons
	Took little pride project
	EQUAL WORK

	Score ________
	Work was ready on time or sometimes ahead of time
	Work was ready very close to the agreed time
	Work was usually late but was completed in time to be graded
	Some work never got completed and other partner completed the assignment
	TIME

	Score ________
	Clearly communicated desires, ideas, personal needs and feelings
	Usually shared feelings and thoughts with partner
	Rarely expressed feelings, preferences.
	Never spoke up to express excitement and/or frustration. 
	COMMUNICATION

	Score ________
	Expressed frequent appreciation for other partner
	Often encouraged and appreciated partner
	Seemed to take the work of partner for granted
	Partner often wondered, "What is going on here?"
	COMMUNICATION

	Score ________
	Gave feedback to partner that dignified
 
	Gave feedback in ways that did not offend
 
	Sometimes hurt feelings of partner with feedback
 
	Was openly rude when giving feedback
 
	COMMUNICATION

	Score ________
	Accepted feedback from partner willingly
 
	Reluctantly accepted feedback
 
	Argued own point of view over feedback
 
	Refused to listen to feedback
 
	COMMUNICATION


Total score ___________

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

Basic computer skills
 

MODIFICATIONS

· Collaborate pairs 
· Students are able to use computer from 2:30 to 3:10 p.m. and get extra help if necessary.

· Teacher will meet with partners on a regular basis to check the progress, check for understanding or provide assistance with layout.

 


UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN 

	day 1       1/2 day
	Use overhead with World map and map of Spain showing location, borders, rivers, mountains and major cities of Spain. Teacher will give a bit of information about cities and geographical information

Handout map and list of above - students label map

	day 2
	Handout list of geographical vocabulary in Spanish and demonstrate meaning

Students label, color and provide key for geographical features in Spanish for map of Spain.

Homework assignment: Crossword puzzle for Spanish map information



	day 3    1/2 period
	Play reinforcement game using map of Spain and geographical vocabulary (Tic Tac Toe)                                                                                                                   

	day 4        1/2 period         
	Students complete a reading activity on basic components of Spanish history (Levy, Stephen L. and Nassi, Robert J. 1996. "Spanish First Year, Workbook Edition" New York, N.Y.: AMSCO School Publications, Inc.)

	day 5        1/2 period
	Students complete a reading activity on basic components of Spanish culture (Levy, Stephen L. and Nassi, Robert J. 1996. "Spanish First Year, Workbook Edition" New York, N.Y.: AMSCO School Publications, Inc.)

	day 6
	Students watch and complete video activity sheet on video "Spain, Everything Under the Sun" (Teacher's Discovery) 

	day 7       1/2 period
	Teacher presentation on Spanish exchange trip using maps, travel books, postcards, pictures, and other authentic materials.

	days 8    
	Students will be introduced to the principles of a WebQuest and the "Vamos a visitar España" WebQuest using a laptop and multimedia projector. The WebQuest is posted on the  PHCS server ( http://phcswww.neric.org/spain.htm ). Partners are assigned one computer and together they will read, discuss and decide which information each partner will research in the Computer Lab. 

	days 9,10 & 11       
	Students will work on WebQuest  and gather information for travel-guide and itinerary in the computer Lab. After this day students will work on the project in their own time. Teacher will give students time to ask questions at the beginning of each period during that time.

	day 12
	3 days before due date of project students will spend one period in class on the lay-out and assembly of the travel-guide and itinerary


TECHNOLOGY USE

Overhead Projector

TV/VCR

Laptop

Multimedia projector
PC 

Internet Explorer or Netscape

Set of pre-selected Internet sites

MS Word

MS Excel

Graphics / Paint software

Printer
 

 

 

