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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience

Students will each be given a user name and password.  The student will log on to the Internet and go to www.blackboard.com and enter the username and password given to them.  Students will then take the online course "How to use a digital camera".  The focus of this course is using the digital camera to take pictures and use the pictures with other applications such as MS Word.

Connection to Standards

ELA Standard #1- Language for Information and Understanding

Key Idea-Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking, probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's owns words, applying information from one content to another and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly.

Performance Indicator-Students will write a report on the topic of digital cameras using information from at least two different sources.

MST Standard #2- Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

Key Idea-Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.

Performance Indicator-Students will use digital cameras and computers to integrate several forms of information in order to create good quality video, graphic and text-based presentations.

Essential Question
What type of hardware would you use to integrate several forms of information to create good quality video, graphic and text-based presentations?

How can you write a report on a topic using information from at least two different sources?

Content Knowledge: Declarative, Procedural
 Declarative-

· Students will know that a digital camera produces pictures and video that can be used on computers to enhance reports and presentations.

· Students will know that through research they can interpret information to generate reports.
Procedural-
· Students will be able to write a report using the information they found on the Internet.

· Students will use electronic transfer to move graphic, video and text on the Internet.

PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions.)
Students will be instructed to log on to the Internet and go to www.blackboard.com.  They will be given a username and password.  They will be instructed to go to My Blackboard to access the course. Students are encouraged to use the Discussion Board. The Discussion Board is found in the Communications button. This can be used to ask questions or to have

a discussion with the other students in the class.   This is an independent study course on "How to use a digital camera". There are 5 lessons. The main goal of this course is to provide the user with the tools to use a digital camera and incorporate digital pictures and/or video clips into documents.


 Lesson #1

	PRIVATE
What is a digital camera?
A digital camera is a tool that will allow the user to take pictures and the pictures are then stored on digital media. After a user takes a picture, the picture is then stored either directly in the camera, the camera is then connected to the computer and the picture is uploaded to the computer or the picture is stored directly on a disk that is in the camera. 


	PRIVATE


PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=[ Document Icon ]"
	Assignment #1-Researching the digital cameras
You need to access the Internet and answer the following questions. 
What are the names of some companies that sell digital cameras? 
What is the range of costs for digital cameras? 
What are some of the different features of digital cameras? 
What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of using a digital camera as compared to a regular camera? 
When you have all questions answered, you need to write a report on your findings. This report will need to be e-mailed to the teacher.  

If you type your report in MS Word or any other word processor, you simply send me an e-mail message with your report as an attachment. In whatever e-mail you are using, create the message as usual and then you will see a button or pull down menu that says attachment. Simply click on the attachment button and the computer will ask you where the attachment is located. Click on the folder that you saved your report in. 

Lesson #2

Lecture Notes
Some of the Sony Mavica Cameras have still & video picture capabilities. Not all digital cameras have video capabilities. Most digital cameras have the capabilities to view a photo directly on the camera after it has been taken. 
Now on the back of the Sony Mavica camera you have a choice of PLAY, STILL AND MOVIE. 
PLAY- is used to view the stored pictures 
STILL- is used to take still pictures like a regular camera 
MOVIE- is used to take and store short video clips. 
Video clips use a lot of memory, so only 1 or 2 video clips can be stored on a floppy disk depending on the length of the clip and the sound involved. 
When taking a picture, you have to hold down the silver button longer than a regular (not digital) camera. 
Some cameras have ZOOM and WIDE ANGLE features. This will allow you to zoom in or out of a particular setting

Assignment #2-Using the Digital Camera
Now that you have researched different types of digital cameras, I would like you to practice using them. Using the digital camera, take at least 5 pictures. Using e-mail, send your best picture to me. Follow the same directions for assignment #1 except this attachment will be a photo not a report. 


Lesson #3

Assignment #3-Digital Pictures & MS Word
For this lesson, you will need to take some pictures and then save them on a floppy disk. 
Once you have taken and saved the pictures, put the picture disk in the A: drive. (the floppy disk drive is on the front of the computer). 
Start a new document in Microsoft Word. 
In Microsoft Word, find the pull down menu labeled INSERT. Pull down the INSERT menu and scroll down to PICTURE..slide over to FROM FILE(If you do not have access to MSWORD, look in your word processor for a pull down menu that will allow to insert pictures). You will need to point the computer to the A: drive. Your list of pictures will come up on the disk and you can select the picture you wish to insert. 
Now that your picture is on the document you can resize it with the handle bars (dots around the outside of the picture). Click and drag on the dots to resize. To delete, click on the picture and press the BACKSPACE or DELETE key. To move the picture, click the mouse in front of the picture and then press the spacebar. 
Now please type information about your picture and e-mail this MSWORD document to me. 


Lesson #4

Assignment #4-Digital Movie Clips
You are really getting advanced now! 
You will need a digital camera that has movie capabilities. Check your camera for a button that says MOVIE. 
You will need to take a SHORT movie clip using the digital camera. There is a button on the camera that needs to be selected called MOVIE. 
Once the movie has been selected pay close attention to the menu across the bottom of the camera listing what is happening in the camera. 
Once you have taken a movie clip then please e-mail this to me as an attachment.

Lesson #5

Final Assignment #5-Putting It All Together
For your final project in this course, you will need lots of pictures. 
Using the pictures you take with the camera and MS WORD, create a photo album on a topic of your choice. This photo album must have a theme that relates to a topic that was discussed in either a Social Studies, Science, Math or English class. You must also have at least 10 photographs and text describing the photos. Videos can be used but are not required.
An example of a theme could be World War II, Shakespeare, Pythagoreaon Theorem, plants, etc. ....and the list could go on and on.  Be creative!





PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

Basic computer knowledge -how to turn on and off the computer. 

Basic Internet Searching Knowledge-how to use a search engine on the Internet such as askjeeves.com or yahoo.com

Basic Word Processing Skills- how to create edit, save and print a document.

Basic e-mail skills- how to send an e-mail

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS
All modifications setup in IEPs(Individual Education Plans) of students will be followed.

 

TIME REQUIRED

Each lesson will require approximately 40 minutes of the student's time.  Lessons #1 and #5 may require more time.  This is a unique class because students can do this during class time or work on it at home if they have Internet connections.  I predict the class would take a student at least 40 minutes a day for 5 days to accomplish all the assignments.

RESOURCES

Students will use the Internet to access information, send e-mail and take the entire course.

Students will use Microsoft Word or an equivalent word processor to produce documents with graphics and/or video clips.

 

ASSESSMENT PLAN


Grading Policy
Users will be expected to complete all five projects. 


Project #1 is worth 20 points 
Points will be given as follows:

8 points-2 points for each question answered correctly.

8 points- for a clearly written report.

4 points -for successfully emailing the report to the instructor.


Project #2 is worth 10 points 
Points will be given as follows:

4 points-send e-mail to the instructor.

4 points-send a digital picture attached to the e-mail.

2 points- the quality of the picture must be clear.


Project #3 is worth 20 points 
Points will be given as follows:

5 points- e-mail must be sent to the instructor

5 points- the e-mail must have a Microsoft Word document attached.

10 points- The Microsoft Word document must have pictures and text in it.  The pictures must be clear and the text must relate to the picture.

Project #4 is worth 15 points 
Points will be given as follows:

3 points- e-mail must be sent to the instructor.

5 points- there must be an attachment with a video clip attached to the e-mail.

7 points- the quality of the video must be clear and easy to see.

Project #5 is worth 35 points 
Points will be given as follows:

3 points- e-mail must be sent to the instructor.

5 points- there must be 10 pictures in the report.

20 points- there must be text describing each photo.

7 points- there must be a clear relationship of the pictures to the theme.

Total of 100 points can be earned.  A student will receive a grade for the number of points that they earned by handing in the work complete and correct. 


STUDENT WORK
 Students have not yet completed this course.

REFLECTION
Students will keep a journal of their experiences, which will be shared with the class and the teacher.  The sharing with the students will take place on the Discussion Board in Blackboard.com.  Each student will then be expected to e-mail their journal to the instructor.

 

