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OVERVIEW
 This unit is designed to teach students about colonial life, including homes, schools, clothing, chores, crafts and trades by integrating many different student centered activities and learning standards.  This unit addresses ELA, MST and Social Studies learning standards through the arts, technology and literature.  The learning is assessed through many different modalities, the students are expected to write several essays as well as complete internet research that is graded.  I was fortunate enough to have access to a computer lab equipped with Internet access where the entire class could work at one time although the Internet research activities could be done individually.  I would recommend having all of the websites bookmarked ahead of time.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
Declarative 
Procedural 

 Students will gain a better understanding of what life was like during colonial times.
Compare and contrast life during Colonial Times to life today.

 Students will know how colonial people made use of their natural resources in order to meet their basic needs.
Use the computer for research purposes

 Students will know and understand vocabulary related to the colonial period.
Write a persuasive letter

 
Work together as a group to write a factual essay 

 
 




ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
How did people meet their basic needs for food, clothing and shelter during the colonial period?

How did life during the colonial period differ from life today?

How is the Internet a good source of information when you are researching a topic or time period?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
ELA - Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

     Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

     Elementary - Listening and Reading 

     1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

     Students: 

· gather and interpret information from children's reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams. 

· select and use strategies they have been taught for notetaking, organizing, and categorizing information 

· ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 

     Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

     1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

     Students: 

· present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts 

· use a few traditional structures for conveying information such as chronological order, cause and effect, and similarity and difference 

· include relevant information and exclude extraneous material



· use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts 

· observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms. 

ELA - Standard 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

     Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 

     Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

     1. Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based. 

     Students: 

· present arguments for certain views or actions with reference to specific criteria that support the argument (e.g., an argument to purchase a particular piece of playground equipment might be based on the criteria of safety, appeal to children, durability, and low cost.) 

· monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to meet criteria for competent performance (e.g., in writing, the criteria might include development of position, organization, appropriate vocabulary, mechanics, and neatness. In speaking, the criteria might include good content, effective delivery, diction, posture, poise, and eye contact). 

· use effective vocabulary and follow the rules of grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation in persuasive writing. 

Social Studies - Standard 1 - History of the United States and New York 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York. 

Elementary 

      3. Study about the major social, political, economic, cultural, and religious developments in New York State and United States history involves learning about the important roles and contributions of individuals and groups. 

     Students: 

· gather and organize information about the important accomplishments of individuals and groups, including Native American Indians, living in their neighborhoods and communities 

     4. The skills of historical analysis include the ability to: explain the significance of historical evidence; weigh the importance, reliability, and validity of evidence; understand the concept of multiple causation; understand the importance of changing and competing interpretations of different historical developments. 

     Students: 

· view historic events through the eyes of those who were there, as shown in their art, writings, music, and artifacts. 

MST - Standard 5 - Technology      

Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use, and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs. 

Elementary - Computer Technology 

     1. Computers as tools for design, modeling, information processing, communication, and system control, have greatly increased human productivity and knowledge. 

     Students: 

· use the computer as a tool for generating and drawing ideas 

. 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
“What would you pack?”
While working with a partner, students are asked to brainstorm and make a list of essential supplies they would pack if their family were moving to Colonial America.  Because there is not much room aboard ship each family will be allowed just one large trunk for their supplies.  Obviously students can only list items that would be available during the colonial period – no electronics, something that is very disturbing to them.  I explain that there are no stores in Colonial America so a family needs to bring everything necessary for survival.

After they have written their supply lists and are ready for America we discuss whether they are prepared for possible difficulties they could encounter when they arrive in The New World:

Scenario #1:  You land on a rocky coast, you will need to begin moving heavy boulders before building your home.  You will need temporary shelter.                                 
Scenario #2:  You land in a low, marshy area, you will need to move all of your belongings inland to higher ground






Scenario #3:  The land is heavily wooded, you will need to clear large trees before you will be able to build a home and plant crops.




Scenario #4:   You land much farther north than you had planned, you will need heavy clothing, food and supplies in order to survive the winter.

 The students quickly realize how unprepared they would be for Colonial America and how difficult life must have been for the colonists.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
Lesson #1 and #2 Temporary shelter and colonial homes:   Read aloud and discuss the Cavendish Family Journals found in Colonial America Cooperative Learning Activities.  These journal entries describe the lives of a typical colonial family including their day to day activities when they first arrive in Colonial America.  The diaries also explain how the early settlers made use of natural resources to meet their basic needs.   For more information on colonial homes read together with the class pages 30-41 of the book If You Lived in Colonial Times, I recommend using a graphic organizer to help the students understand the following vocabulary:  natural resources, temporary shelter, house raising, settle, trundle bed, jack bed, hearth. (see attachment #1)

Lesson #3  Class read aloud:   The book, Samuel Eaton’s Day, by Kate Waters offers an excellent description of life during the Colonial period.  By reading and discussing the book the class gains incite into colonial dress, home life and chores.

Lesson #4  Colonial Clothing:  By reading and discussing pages 8-12 in the book If You Lived in Colonial Times students can learn more about what people looked like during the colonial period.  I also give the class an “Open Book Quiz” on the book Sarah Morton’s Day by Kate Waters.  This book describes the life of a colonial girl in an early American settlement in 1627.

Lesson #5  Web Research Colonial Clothing:  Explore the website: http://www.history.or/search/index.asp?src=    Play the Eighteenth-Century Doll Game, learn how a young girl got ready for her day.  Follow the activities that allow you to dress colonial figures.  The teacher will model how to use a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast wealthy clothing found on the website vs. common clothing that we read about in If You Lived in Colonial Times.  This is a fun way for the students to begin using the Internet for research purposes.  It also provides an opportunity for the teacher to identify anyone who is having difficulties using the computer or navigating the Internet.  (See attachment #2)

Lesson #6   Colonial Schools:  Launch Activity -  Ask the class to consider the following question:  If we needed to prepare a time capsule, to be opened in the year 2300, that would explain schools in the year 2001 what would we need to include?  Brainstorm as a group and discuss the rationale for including possible items.  For example, “Should we include a computer?  What would that tell people about our classroom?”  Follow up that discussion by making a “Want to know” list of information that students would like to learn about colonial schools.  

Lesson #7  Colonial Schools:  Read and discuss pages 18-22 of  If You Lived in Colonial Times for information on colonial schools, read carefully answering questions from the “Want to know” chart as you come upon the information.  Begin making a “Things We Have Learned” chart for colonial schools.  Use a graphic organizer that will help students organize vocabulary and information.  Vocabulary:  Dame school, hornbook, grammar school, New England Primer (see attachment #3)

Lesson #8 & #9   Web Research Colonial Schools:         http://alumni.cc.gettysburg.edu/~S330558/schooling.html                                              The first class period we explored the site as a group, discussing each section.  The students have established some prior knowledge of colonial schools by reading If You Lived in Colonial Times.  During the second session the students were given the task of completing the research worksheet independently. (see attachment #4)  While the students are working independently the teacher will assess their computer knowledge by using a simple system of -, ( and +.     


–  The student has not yet mastered using the computer.  
        

                      (  The student displays adequate knowledge of the computer 


          +  The student has excellent computer skills.

For a writing connection I ask the students to write a fictional story about finding a time capsule from a colonial school. (attachment #5)

Lesson #10   Make a hornbook.  I use heavy construction paper to make paper hornbooks with the class.  We write the alphabet and numbers 1-10 on one side and on the other side we write some popular colonial phrases, for example:  “A stitch in time saves nine,”  “ The early bird catches the worm,”  “Idleness is the mother of all evil,”  “Two wrongs do not make a right.”  We use these “hornbooks” during our end of the unit Colonial Day activities.

Lesson #11  Colonial Recreation:  By reading and discussing pages 50-55 of If You Lived in Colonial Times  students can begin to understand what colonial children did for fun.  After reading this section we play games like Duck, Duck, Goose and Blind Man’s Bluff.  By filling in the “Now, Then, Both” chart students can compare colonial recreation to recreation today.  (see attachment # 6)

Lesson #12   Colonial Crafts & Trades Introduction:  As a class brainstorm and make a list of goods and services that colonial people may need.  Predict which craftsman would be most necessary during this time period.  The teacher will read aloud pages 36-37 of the book Chronicle of America, Colonial Times 1600-1700, the passage explains the early economic structure of the colonies. 

Lesson #13 & #14   Web Research Crafts, Trades & Chores:  Again, I made use of our computer lab with internet access to complete some internet research. The class accessed the following website:  http://library.thinkquest.org/J002611F/    After a brief introduction each student independently explored the site and completed the research sheet. (attachment #7)   The website offers descriptions for many different crafts and trades.  After reading about different colonial career options, each student chooses their top three choices.  The research sheet asks them to identify the tools used by the craftsman as well as the goods and services that they provided.  While the students are working independently the teacher will once again assess their computer knowledge with the -, (, + system.  For homework the students will write a “Fifty Words or Less” essay explaining three things that they have learned about the colonial period by using the Internet as a research tool.   

Lesson #15  Persuasive Letter:  The class will listen to two songs from the cassette Volume I Voices of American History.  The first “The Distressed Damsel” describes the dismal life of an indentured servant and the second “I’m Going to A-Merry-Ca” paints a whimsical portrait of colonial life.  After listening to the songs “The Distressed Damsel” and  “I’m Going to A-Merry-Ca” the teacher will lead a discussion based on the realities of life in Europe and America at the time.  After the teacher has modeled the proper way to write a persuasive letter the students will then write to a family member living in England in an attempt to persuade them to move to Colonial America or convince them to stay in Europe. (see attachment #8 and  #9 )

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
Group Essay Challenge:  Groups of 3 are assigned the following challenge:      

The publishers of the Social Studies textbook History Alive! have asked you to help them write their newest series.  They would like you to write a section for their 4th grade textbook that will teach students about Colonial Life.  You must prepare a chapter for the textbook which will include an introduction, a body containing at least 3 paragraphs (Your topics may include:  homes, schools, recreation, chores, clothing, crafts and trades) and a conclusion.  You need to include visual aides or pictures to enhance your writing.  Be prepared to make a presentation to the publishers of History Alive!  In your presentation be sure to explain why it is important for students to learn about colonial life.  Your group will have three class periods to complete the assignment. (see attachment #10)

We celebrate the end of our Colonial life unit with Colonial Day.  All fourth grade students dress in colonial style and bring a lunch that contains foods children could have eaten during the colonial period.  Suggestions for lunch include:  cheese, apples, dried fruit, cornbread, or meat.  The day begins when the students enter the classroom that has been transformed into a colonial classroom.  The desks are removed leaving chairs arranged in neat rows, the lights are off and the windows are open to let in a cold draft.  The students are told to seat themselves with girls on one side and boys on the other.  We proceed by practicing math and spelling facts, doing colonial craft projects, square dancing and playing colonial games. We conclude the day with a Spelling Bee and snacks.  Colonial Day is an exciting day for fourth graders!

  

RESOURCES

If You Lived During Colonial Times, by Ann McGovern; Scholastic, 1992
                Sarah Morton’s Day, by Kate Waters; Scholastic, 1989


       
 Samuel Eaton’s Day, by Kate Waters; Scholastic, 1993


    
    Mary Geddy’s Day, by Kate Waters; Scholastic, 1999     

                       Colonial America Cooperative Learning Activities, by Mary Stohl and Susan Schneck; Scholastic, 1991. 






                     Chronicle of America, Colonial Times, by Joy Masoff, Scholastic, 2000.                    Voices of American History, Volume I, by Steven Traugh, Creative Teaching Press, 1994 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
This unit requires prior knowledge of the Internet.

 

MODIFICATIONS
This unit can be modified to meet requirements based on a student’s IEP.  The websites have all been previewed and are appropriate for students with special needs.

 


UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This unit contains 19 lessons, each of which should take approximately 45 minutes of class instruction.

 



TECHNOLOGY USE

This unit requires access to a computers equipped with Internet access.

 

Attachment #1

COLONIAL HOMES VOCABULARY
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Attachment #2

http://www.history.org/search/index.asp?src=
An Eighteenth-Century Paper Doll Game

This game will show you how a young girl who lived in the 1700s got ready for her day. 

The tutorial shows all of her clothing and the order in which she put on the pieces. She wore lots of layers of clothing!

The game lets you dress the doll by dragging and dropping the pieces of clothing onto her.  Place the clothing in the proper order or the game won't work. 

      Paper Doll Tutorial                                The Paper Doll Game

Attachment #3

COLONIAL SCHOOLS





Attachment #4

Name ________________

Web Research ~ Colonial Schools

Imagine what school was like during Colonial Days. 

Did children study the same subjects that we do?

Did they have books?  If they did, would they look like ours?

Go to the following website:  http://alumni.cc.gettysburg.edu/~S330558/schooling.html
Hornbook

1. Where was the horndook used?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2. What did the hornbook teach children?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Dame School

Look at the drawing of a Dame school, read the information and answer the following questions.

1. Who would be the teacher in a Dame School?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2. Who would attend Dame School?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

3. List 5 adjectives that describe a Dame School:

_________________________________________________________________

The New England Primer

1. What was the main subject taught by the New England Primer?

_________________________________________________________________

2. How was the New England Primer similar to our textbooks today?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

3. Why didn’t girls go to Grammar School?  What skills were they taught at home?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

4. Look at the section describing The New England Primer, click on WORDS.  Look at the list of spelling words from the primer.  Can you find 1 word that we spell differently?

_________________________   click on BACK when you are finished.

5.  Click on the word COUPLETS, read through the poems used to teach the alphabet.  Can you create poems for two letters of the alphabet?  Click BACK when you are finished.

Attachment #5

We Found A Time Capsule!

Last night my friend __________ and I were riding our __________ through the ___________ when we discovered a __________ looking box lying on the ground.  ___________ and I were feeling very curious so we opened the strange looking __________.   Inside we found a piece of paper that said “Newport Grammar School 1705.”  We realized that we must have found a time capsule from a colonial school.  Inside we found … _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Attachment #6

COLONIAL RECREATION

NOW



                 BOTH



   THEN

SLEDDING


GAME BOY


DUCK, DUCK, GOOSE

DOLLS


VIDEOS


BLIND MAN’S BLUFF

COMPUTER

          READ



WRITE TO A FRIEND

Make a statement comparing recreation today to colonial recreation:

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Attachment # 7

Learn about life in Colonial Times!

Name  _______________



Date  __________

If you are working at school:  Select ikeepbookmarks.com from the tool bar, then click on Colonial Kids.

If you are working at home:  You will need to type in the website address:  wysiwyg://3/http://library.thinkquest.org/J002611F/
You need to explore two sections of this website:  “When We Grow Up” and “Daily Life”
“When We Grow Up”

Colonial kids had to decide what they wanted to be when they grew up at a very young age.  If you were living during colonial times you would need to choose what job you wanted right now!

Research the many different crafts and trades, select your top three career choices.  Then use the information you found to fill in the organizers below.

TRADE NAME:  _________________________

PRODUCTS MADE or SERVICES PROVIDED:  

1. ____________________

2. ____________________

3. ____________________

 EXPLAIN WHY THIS PERSON WAS IMPORTANT TO THE COMMUNITY:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

LIST TWO INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE TRADE:

1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

TRADE NAME:  _________________________

PRODUCTS MADE or SERVICES PROVIDED:  

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

3. ______________________

 EXPLAIN WHY THIS PERSON WAS IMPORTANT TO THE COMMUNITY:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

LIST TWO INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE TRADE:

1.  ____________________________________

2.  ____________________________________

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

TRADE NAME:  _________________________

PRODUCTS MADE or SERVICES PROVIDED:  

1.  ______________________

2.  ______________________

3. _______________________

 EXPLAIN WHY THIS PERSON WAS IMPORTANT TO THE COMMUNITY:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

LIST TWO INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE TRADE:

1.  ____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

“Daily Life”

If you lived during Colonial Times you would have had a lot of work to do.  Families had to make everything needed to survive.

Almanzo, his Dad and Uncles had many chores to do!

List five chores for MEN and BOYS during Colonial Times:

1. ____________________

2. ____________________

3. ____________________

4. ____________________

5. ____________________

Elizabeth, her Mother and Aunts also had many chores to do!

List five chores for WOMEN and GIRLS during Colonial Times:

1. ____________________

2. ____________________

3. ____________________

4. ____________________

5. ____________________

Attachment # 8  

Stay in Europe or move to America??

That is the question!

Write a persuasive letter to a friend or family member living in Europe who is thinking about moving to America.  You may attempt to convince them to stay in Europe or move to America, that is your choice.  Either way you must state your suggestion, include 3 good supporting details and a conclusion in your letter.








______________

Dear _____________,

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________




















________________,








________________

Attachment #9

Persuasive Writing Rubric

Task Component
4
3
2
1

Opening
Thoroughly and clearly states a personal opinion
Clearly states a personal opinion
Personal opinion is not clearly stated
Opinion is not stated

Support
Provides well developed and accurate details and reasons.
Provides accurate and sufficient details and reasons
Provides some accurate as well as some inaccurate details
Provides few if any accurate details or reasons

Language
Shows extension of normal vocabulary use
Adequately selects words for their preciseness 
Selects some words for their preciseness
Selects few if any words for their preciseness

Conclusion
Thoroughly and clearly summarizes opinion in a concluding statement
Accurately summarizes opinion in a concluding statement
Concluding statement does not clearly summarize the opinion
Concluding statement either missing or does not summarize opinion

Mechanics/

Spelling
Few if any spelling or mechanical errors
Spelling and mechanics mostly accurate
Several spelling or mechanical errors
Spelling or mechanical errors interfere with the meaning 

Attachment #10

History Alive! 

Student Checklist

Written Section ~ 60 POINTS

Did you and your group members include:

· an introduction

· a body (3 paragraphs)

· a conclusion

· use proper mechanics and grammar

Presentation ~ 40 POINTS 

Did you and your group members:

· all speak clearly

· prepare a well organized presentation

· include visual aides 

· answer the question “Why is it important for students to learn about colonial life?”

You will receive up to 10 points for each requirement.
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