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OVERVIEW

     This is a unit on one-room schoolhouses.  Students will learn about one-room schoolhouses in their area, viewing pictures of actual children and one-room schoolhouses of the 1800's.  Each student will be assigned the name (and facts about an actual child) who attended a one-room schoolhouse in Colton, NY, on April 11,1881, (based on St. Lawrence County Historical Association records.)  

     They will be given an overview of the teacher’s role, lessons, the structure of a schoolhouse and how to recognize one. Students will build a one-room schoolhouse diorama.  They will also create a picture book of their experiences which will include their predictions, facts about their person from the past, a journal entry of their authentic experience in a one-room schoolhouse, and a comparison of schools of today and yesterday.  The girls will also make nine-patch quilts. They will interview family members who attended one-room schoolhouses, and report back to the class. 

     As a culminating activity we will spend the day in a one-room schoolhouse.  The teacher and children will dress in period costumes, bring authentic lunches, play games from the times at recess and do lessons from books of that time period, using slates and quill pens (made from turkey feathers). The children will also be given the opportunity to interview a gentleman who attended a one-room schoolhouse.  
CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 1. Students will learn what a one-room schoolhouse looked like, lessons taught, games played at recess, how children dressed, how to use a quill pen, and what they had for lunch. Children will learn to use technology in their research.
 1.Teacher will share pictures of schoolhouses, children, and a model of a schoolhouse.  Web sites may be shared in a lab setting.  Children will build a diorama and spend the day back in time in a one-room schoolhouse. 

 2. Students will learn of the role of the teacher and student.
 2. Teacher will read factual information about teachers and children of the times. Students will take notes on a graphic organizer.

 3. Student will learn about an actual child from the time period.
 3. Teacher will research and assign information about an actual child from the times to each child.  When they visit the one-room schoolhouse, they will be that person from the past.

 4. Student will learn first hand what it was like to attend a one-room schoolhouse.
 4. The children will interview family members and a gentleman who actually attended a one-room schoolhouse in our district.

 5. Students will learn to predict, interview and illustrate experiences and material learned.
 5.The children will design a picture book of their person from the past, which will include predictions as to what it will be like to attend a one-room schoolhouse, a compare and contrast activity of schools of today and yesterday, and a journal entry of their authentic experience in the culminating activity.  A rubric will be used to assess. 

 6. Students will compare and contrast, learn to use a Venn diagram and apply what they have learned and experienced in written form.  
 6. Students will use a Venn diagram to organize their thoughts, and write an essay based on their experience and knowledge. Volunteers will share.  Discussion will follow.



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
      What was it like to attend a one-room schoolhouse?  How were they different from schools of today?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
Social Studies-Elementary

 Standard 1: History of the United States and New York
Key Idea 4: The skills of historical analysis include the ability
to explain the significance of historical evidence.

· View historic events through the eyes of those who were there.

ELA -Elementary

Standard 1: Information and Understanding

Key Idea 1: Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts and ideas...and using knowledge from oral, written and electronic sources.

· Ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning.

· Select information appropriate to the purpose of their tasks.

Key Idea 2: Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words...and presenting the information.

· Present information, dioramas, essays; picture book etc. clearly on the topic.

· Dress as the person of that time in the one-room schoolhouse experience.


INITIATING ACTIVITY

 Pictures and artifacts from the times will be shared with the children.  Each will be assigned the name and background of an actual child from 1881. 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
Week 1:   

· Pictures and artifacts from the museum are presented, shared, and discussed. Students may visit various web sites in the lab for more information on one-room schoolhouses. Rules for teachers are shared, as well as, expectations for students. Students will take notes on a graphic organizer.  Each child is assigned an actual child to be.   Picture book covers will be illustrated with children depicting themselves as a one-room schoolhouse scholar.   Page one will be will be illustrated with facts about the assigned child.  Teams will begin designing the outside of their schoolhouse dioramas.  The girls will learn to thread a needle, tie a knot and begin their nine-patch quilts.

Week II:
· Students will interview family members who attended one-room schoolhouses, and report back to the class.  Girls will work on their nine-patch quilts.  Teams will work on finishing the outside of their dioramas and begin paper dolls from the times for the inside, as well as, furniture.  Page two of the picture book will be completed with an illustration of the teacher and a list of rules for teachers from that time.

Week III:
· Children will interview a gentleman who actually attended a one-room schoolhouse, in our district.  They will then work on page three of their picture book, where they will illustrate and predict what will happen on their visit to the one-room schoolhouse. Dioramas will be worked on in teams.  Girls will continue to work on their quilts, finishing the top.

Week IV:
· Dioramas will be completed and presented to the class.  Girls will learn to back their quilts, stuff and tie with buttons, lace or colorful thread.  Students will spend the day in a one-room schoolhouse, dressed in period costumes and with authentic lunches.  The teacher will dress from the time period and teach actual lessons from books of the 1800's.  Pages three and four will be completed in the picture books.  Page three will include an illustration and paragraph on their actual experience.  Page four will be their writing with a quill pen and black tempera.

Extending and Refining Task:

· Students will compare and contrast schools of today and yesterday, using a Venn diagram. A final copy of their essay, based on their experience and new knowledge, will be included at the end of their picture book.  

 Rubric for Venn Diagram and Essay:




4

Venn diagram is completed with at least three examples in each circle.

Reasons are clear, well supported and neatly written.

Essay is written with at least four paragraphs, each containing a topic sentence and supporting details.




3
Venn diagram has two examples in each circle.

Reasons are clear, partially supported, and written with some attempt at neatness.

Essay contains three paragraphs, with topic sentences and a few supporting details.




2
Venn diagram has one example in each circle.

Reasons are not clear, not supported well, poor handwriting.

Essay contains two paragraphs, with topic sentences and no supporting details.




1

Venn diagram is incomplete.

Few reasons, no support, messy.

Essay of one paragraph, very weak organization.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
1. Picture book of their experiences.

RUBRIC FOR PICTURE BOOK:
                                   4
 Accurate information, five topic sentences and supporting details.  Well organized.  Neatly written.

Effort in editing, and punctuation -no editing errors.  

Effort in illustration-use of full color, outlining, detailed background. 

                                  3

Accurate information, four topic sentences and supporting details.  Organized. Writing acceptable.

Up to three editing errors.

Some effort in illustration-some full color, outlining, background.

                                   2

Some information, little depth, not well organized, messy.

Up to six editing errors.

Illustration lacking in effort

                                 1
Work incomplete, too short, little or no sense.

Many editing errors.

Illustration lacks color, detailed background, and effort. 

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
· The ability to read, write, and illustrate.

· The ability to assimilate and apply new knowledge.

 

MODIFICATIONS

· Extended time, one-on-one assistance, breaking information into smaller parts. (Inclusion students)

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

· Four weeks-50 to 90 minutes each day.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
· www.nyhistory.com
· school.discovery.com/schrockguide/history/hista.html
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