TitleIII Technology Literacy Challenge Grant
Learning Unit 
Overview | Content Knowledge | Essential Questions | Connection To Standards | Initiating Activity | Learning Experiences | Culminating Performance | Pre-Requisite Skills | Modifications | Schedule/Time Plan | Technology Use
	LU Title:  ELA Practice Writing (Theme:  Immigrants)
	Author(s): Laureen Phillips-Mossow

	Grade Level: 7
	School :  Hermon-DeKalb Central School

	Topic/Subject Area:  ELA Remedial Writing Lab
	Address:  709 East DeKalb Road  DeKalb Jct., NY      13630

	Email: lphillip@mum.neric.org 
	Phone/Fax: (315) 347-3442


OVERVIEW
  This unit is designed in order to practice writing skills with remedial seventh graders.  Teaching students how to write good paragraphs and essays can be tricky, but with an interesting topic it is possible.  Students will be given a variety of activities to practice the writing skills that will be needed for ELA Standard Exams. 

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 Students will be able to use proper ELA format for short and extended response questions.
	Students will write short and extended responses for given questions using proper ELA format.

	 Students will be able to do research on the Internet properly.
	Students will use a variety of resources on the Internet in order to do research.

	 Students will know how to take the information that they have learned and put it to use when writing original responses.
	 Students will write an original response to a given extended response question.

	 Students will know how to work in cooperative groups.
	Students will work in cooperative groups in order to complete given tasks.

	 Students will be able to speak clearly when presenting and be a good audience member when someone else is presenting.
	Students will give an oral presentation of his or her culminating performance extended response question to the class and the teacher.


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 Why is it important to use proper ELA format {a topic sentence, 1 or 2 supporting sentences, and a clincher sentence} when writing a short response or extended response answer in any subject area?  

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
 ELA Standard 2- Language for Literary Response and Expression:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.  

Key Idea 2:  Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reactions to the content and language of text.  Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multilayered.

 Performance Indicator is to create essays, stories, and poems using the elements of the literature that have been read and appropriate vocabulary.

Task: Students will create and write an original answer to a given extended response question dealing with the theme of immigrants.  

Performance indicator is to present responses to and interpretations of literature, making reference to the literary elements found in the text and connections with their personal knowledge and experience.

Task:  Students will write the answer for a given extended response question dealing with both a short story and a poem by using proper ELA format.

MST Standard 2-Information Systems:  Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

Key Idea 1:  Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.    

Performance Indicator is to systematically obtain accurate and relevant information pertaining to a particular topic from a range of sources, including local and national media, libraries, museums, governmental agencies, industries, and individuals.

Task: Students will do research in the high school computer lab by using various Internet sites to find relevant information pertaining to immigrants to create an original answer to a given extended response question.

INITIATING ACTIVITY
By using the collaborative pairs strategy of bookends (partners will discuss their ideas/questions before reading, listening, or viewing something), students will fill out the “K” and “W” sections of a KWHL chart (each child will receive a chart) dealing with the question; “What do you know about immigrants?”  Students will then go to the computer lab and search on the Internet for the answers to the “W” section of the chart.  Students will write the site they found the information, under the “H” section of the chart and the information found under the “L” section.  We will share the information that we found via the Internet before starting our first activity.  (This will take 2 class periods.) 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
Day 1 & 2:  (40 minutes per day) Introduce the writing topic of immigrants by doing a Launch/Initiating Activity (see above).

Day 3:  (40 minutes) Students will share the information from their KWHL charts that was found yesterday in the computer lab.  Students may add or delete information during the discussion.  Students will then take turns reading the article Teen Immigrants: In Their Own Words (any article dealing with immigrants moving to the United States could work in this lesson) and discuss the events as we read orally.  The students will complete a summarizer activity called relay summary (each student writes one summary sentence and passes it on to the next student in the group) to serve as final review of the events in the stories.   

Day 4:  (40 minutes) Students will work as a group (with the teacher’s help using the overhead) to complete a graphic organizer (branching diagram with two divisions) by stating the reasons why each student came to America.  Students will then work as a group to answer questions requiring a short response answer by using proper ELA format.  {Proper ELA format is to write a topic sentence, 1 or 2 supporting sentences, and a clincher sentence.}

Day 5 & Day 6:  (40 minutes per day) Students will work as a class with the teacher’s help by using the overhead to fill in a compare/contrast graphic organizer in order to help with the extended response question.  Students will then fill in the planning box on the planning page by using the information from the graphic organizer before writing their answers.  Students will then write a sloppy copy as a class following the proper ELA formats.  This answer should be 4-5 paragraphs depending whether the body is 2 or 3 paragraphs.  The sloppy copy should be written first on a piece of paper and then the final copy should be written in the packet.

Day 7:  (40 minutes) Today the class will be doing a listening activity with the theme of immigrants.  The teacher will read “Life in New York City” and “Finding a Life in the New World” (any appropriate stories dealing with the theme of immigrants would work here) twice to the students.  The students will only listen to the stories the first time they are read.  The second time the stories are read the students may take notes.  Once the notes have been taken, students will share what they wrote, and make sure that they have the proper notes that will be needed in order to answer the questions.  The students will then use the notes to fill in the two graphic organizers (arch diagram) on their own.

Day 8:  (40 minutes) The students will go over the two graphic organizers as a class.  Students will then complete questions 1-3 on their own by using the proper ELA formats and a pencil.  Any unfinished questions will be assigned as homework.

Day 9:  (40 minutes) As a class students will go over the questions 1-3 and make corrections as needed.  Students will then complete a compare/contrast graphic organizer on their own.  We will go over the graphic organizer as a class to make sure that the information is accurate.

Day 10:  (40 minutes) Students will complete the planning box on the planning page for the extended response question on their own.  Students will show the planning box to the teacher before they start to write the answer.  The answer should be five paragraphs long and written using proper ELA formats.  The students should make sure that the answer is written before tomorrow’s class.

Day 11:  (40 minutes) Extending and Refining Activity: Students will use the collaborative pair strategy of pairs check (partners must agree that all parts of the answers are correct before letting the teacher look at it) in order to revise their extended response answer.  Once the answers have been revised, students will hand them in for a grade. Assessment:  The teacher will complete a teacher-generated rubric to assess the extended and refining question (see rubric on pp. 9-10)

 Day 12:  (40 minutes) Students will read the article “Viva New Jersey” (any story with the theme of immigrants could work here) orally by taking turns.  A discussion of the article will take place at the end of the reading by using the collaborative pairs strategy paired verbal fluency (students will be able to verbally share important information after reading the article by sharing ideas with one another).  Students will then complete a      P-M-I activity (plus, minus, interesting).  Each student will identify what was a PLUS (interesting, good…) a MINUS (difficult, unclear, causing problems…) and INTERESTING (found enjoyable, new…) about the article “Viva New Jersey.”  Students will share their P-M-I answers with a partner.

Day 13:  (40 minutes) The students will complete a reading activity today.  The students will be reading and comparing a short story to a poem.  Students will read “Della’s Money” (any short story dealing with a young immigrant from the past would work here) and fill in a graphic organizer (web diagram) about the character Della Harte. 

Day 14:  (40 minutes) As a class the students will go over the web diagram in order to make sure that the students understood the story “Della’s Money.”  Students will write answers to questions 30-31 with a partner using proper ELA formats.  Students will then read the poem “The Age of Courage” (any poem would work here that has a theme similar to that of the short story that was chosen) aloud.  Students will then share their ideas about the poem with a partner.

Day 15:  (40 minutes) The poem “The Age of Courage” will be reviewed as a class.  Students will write the answer to question 32 with a partner using proper ELA formats.  Students will complete a compare/contrast diagram with a partner.  The diagram will be shared as a class and students will complete the planning box on the planning page on their own.

Day 16:  (40 minutes) Extending and Refining Activity:  Students will write the answer for the given extended response question dealing with both the short story and the poem using proper ELA formats.  This answer should be four paragraphs long.  Assessment:  Assessing will be done with a teacher-generated rubric (see rubric on pp. 9-10).

Day 17:  (40 minutes) Acquisition Experience:  Students will be doing research in the high school computer lab by using various Internet sites that were found during the launch activity (KWHL chart) in order to find the necessary information to answer the culminating performance extended response question.  Assessment:  The teacher will complete a teacher-generated rubric based observing the students in the computer lab (see rubric on p. 8)     

Day 18-19:  (40 minutes per day) Students will think-pair-share (students listen while the teacher poses a question, students are given time to think of a response, students are sometimes cued to pair with a neighbor and discuss their responses, and then finally students are invited to share their responses with the whole group) ideas for an answer to the question:  Why is it important to use proper ELA format when writing a short or extended response in any subject area?  Students will then complete the planning page for the culminating performance extended response question.  The students will then use the planning page to complete the planning before writing the answer using proper ELA formats.  Because this will be a multi-paragraph answer, this will take a few days to complete.  

Day 20:  (40 minutes) As closure to the unit the students will present orally what they have written for an answer to the class in order to show how much was learned about writing.  The students should speak clearly and be a good audience member when someone else is presenting.  The teacher will do a summative assessment by collecting the answers and assessing them by using the teacher-generated culminating rubric (see rubric on p. 7)

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
The culminating performance will demonstrate what the students have learned about writing an original answer to an extended response question by answering a question dealing with the theme of immigrants.  Students will be able to do research at the computer lab in order to get the necessary information for the answer to the extended response question.  Invention will most effectively demonstrate the students understanding of the content knowledge because they will be creating an original product.

Task:  Imagine that it is 1914 and you are a fifteen-year old young person that has been forced to leave your homeland.  You must travel to the United States of America in order to earn money to send home to help out your family.  Explain in a well-written essay how you would feel.

In your answer be sure to include

· Tell your name, homeland, and why you are traveling to the USA.

· Explain what it was like on your trip to America.

· Give details about Ellis Island and how you were treated while you were there.

· What will you do for a job and how will you find one when you arrive in America?

· Where are you planning to live (with your employer or on your own)?

· Do you plan to stay in America or will you return to your homeland one day?

Make sure that you check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE RUBRIC

	Quality
	      3
	      2    
	      1
	      0

	Meaning: the extent to which the response exhibits understanding and interpretation of the task
	-fulfill the requirements of the task

-demonstrate insight and make connections
	-fulfill some requirements of the task

-make some connections
	-fulfill few requirements of the task

-make few connections
	-are completely incorrect, irrelevant, or incoherent

	Development: the extent to which ideas are elaborated, using specific and relevant details and examples
	-develop ideas fully with through elaboration

-make effective use of relevant and accurate examples to support ideas
	-may be brief, with little elaboration, but are sufficiently developed

-provide some examples and details, but may not show how the examples relate to or support the ideas
	-may include a few examples or details
	-are completely incorrect, irrelevant, or incoherent

	Organization: the extent to which the response exhibits direction, shape, and coherence
	-establish and maintain a clear focus

-show a logical, coherent sequence of ideas through the use of appropriate transitions or other devices
	-are generally focused, though may contain some irrelevant details

-show a clear attempt at organization
	-may focus on minor details, or lack focus

-show little or no organization
	-are completely incorrect, irrelevant, or incoherent

	Language Use: the extent to which the response reveals an awareness of audience and purpose through effective use of words, sentence structure, and sentence variety
	-are fluent and easy to read, with vivid language and a sense of engagement or voice

-are stylistically sophisticated using varied sentence structure and challenging vocabulary
	-are readable, with some sense of engagement or voice

-primarily use simple sentences and grade-level vocabulary
	-are often repetitive, with little or no sense of engagement or voice

-use minimal vocabulary
	-are completely incorrect, irrelevant, or incoherent

	Conventions: the extent to which the response exhibits conventional spelling, punctuation, paragraphing, capitalization, grammar, and usage 
	-The writing demonstrates control of the conventions of written English.  There are few, if any, errors and none that interfere with comprehension.  Grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, and paragraphing are essentially correct.  Any misspellings are minor or repetitive, they occur primarily when a student takes risks with sophisticated vocabulary
	-The writing demonstrates partial control of conventions of written English.  It contains errors that may interfere somewhat with readability but do not substantially interfere with comprehension.  There may be some errors of grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, or spelling.
	-The writing demonstrates minimal control of the conventions of written English.  There may be many errors in grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling that interfere with readability and comprehension.
	-are completely incorrect, irrelevant, or incoherent


SCALE:   15-12: naturalized
     11-8: studying     7-4:  new arrival     4-0:  return home

OTHER RUBRICS

TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT

RESEARCH USING THE INTERNET

1
2
3
was able to log onto the computer properly

1
2
3
was able to log onto the Internet properly

1          2          3     
was able to find the sites that were needed 

1
2
3
was able to move from one site to the next with ease

1
2
3
was able to view and/or use a variety of sources on the computer

1
2
3
was able to obtain accurate and relevant information 

1
2
3
was able to log off the Internet properly

1
2
3
was able to log off the computer properly

SCALE

3:  COMPUTER WIZARD

2:  COMPUTER STAR

1:  COMPUTER NOVICE (BEGINNER)

WRITING ASSESSMENT

RUBRIC FOR SCORING EXTENDED WRITING RESPONSES

	Quality
	      6
	      5
	      4 
	      3
	      2
	      1

	Meaning: the extent to which the response exhibits understanding and interpretation of the task and text(s)
	Taken as a whole

-fulfill the requirements of the tasks

-addresses the theme or key elements of the text

-shows an insightful interpretation of the text

-makes connections and demonstrate reflection
	Taken as a whole
-demonstrate most of the characteristics of responses at the 6-point level, but they show slightly less understanding, provide less elaboration, or lack the consistent quality of response at the 6-point level.
	Taken as a whole

-fulfill some requirements of the tasks

-addresses some key elements of the text

-show mainly a literal interpretation of the text

-makes few connections
	Taken as a whole

-are similar to responses at the 4-point level, but they may be weakly organized or sketchy, with ideas that are not supported by examples from the text.  There may be a few minor inaccuracies, and the response provide fewer details.  The response indicates that the student has read or listened to the entire text but experiences gaps in understanding the whole.
	Taken as a whole

-fulfill some requirements of the tasks

-addresses basic elements of the text

-show little evidence that the student understood more than parts of the text

-make few connections
	Taken as a whole

-are more difficult to read and understand than responses at the 2-point level.  The responses show evidence of comprehension of only parts of the text and may be repetitive focusing on minor details.

	Development: the extent to which ideas are elaborated using specific and relevant evidence from the text(s)
	Taken as a whole

-develop ideas fully with thorough elaboration

-make effective use of relevant and accurate examples from the text
	
	Taken as a whole

-may be brief, with little elaboration, but are sufficiently developed to answer the questions

-provide some examples and details from the text
	
	Taken as a whole

-may provide some text-based examples and details, but may contain some irrelevancies and inaccuracies
	

	Organization: the extent to which the response exhibits direction, shape, and coherence
	The extended response:
-establishes and maintains a clear focus

-shows a logical coherent sequence of ideas through the use of appropriate transitions or other devices
	
	The extended response:

-is generally focused, though may contain some irrelevant details or minor inaccuracies

-shows a clear attempt at organization
	
	The extended response:

-may show an attempt to establish a focus

-show little attempt at organization
	

	Language Use:  the extent to which the response reveals an awareness of audience and purpose through effective use of words, sentence structure, and sentence variety
	The extended response:

-is fluent and easy to read, with vivid language and a sense of engagement or voice 

-is stylistically sophisticated, using varied sentence structure and challenging vocabulary
	
	The extended response:

-is readable, with some sense of engagement or voice

-primarily uses simple sentences and grade level vocabulary
	
	The extended response:

-uses minimal vocabulary

-may indicate fragmented thoughts

-is readable, with little sense of engagement or voice
	

	Conventions: the extent to which the response exhibits conventional spelling, punctuation, paragraphing, capitalization, grammar, and usage
	-The writing demonstrates control of the conventions of written English with few errors.  None of the errors interfere with comprehension.  Punctuation, capitalization, grammar, syntax, and paragraphing are essentially correct.  Any misspellings are minor or repetitive and occur when a risk is taken at sophisticated vocabulary.
	
	-The writing demonstrates partial control of conventions of English.  It contains errors that may interfere somewhat with readability but do not substantially interfere with comprehension.  There may be some errors of punctuation, capitalization, grammar, spelling, or syntax. 
	
	-The writing demonstrates minimal control of the conventions of written English.  There may be errors of grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling that interfere with readability and comprehension.
	


SCALE






6-5:  Naturalized






4-3:  Studying to be naturalized






2-1:  Just arrived in America






  0:  Must return to your homeland

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

· Students will have to know the difference between short response and extended response questions.  

· Students will also have to use the proper ELA formats.

· Students will have to know how to fill in various types of graphic organizers.  

· Students will have to use all prior knowledge that they have about immigrants.

· Students will have to know how to use rubrics as a guide for learning and assessing.

MODIFICATIONS
 Although this unit is written for a seventh grade remedial writing lab, this unit could be used with any grade level from grades 4-8 as long as the readings chosen are grade level appropriate.  We will be doing a number of the activities together as a class in order to be sure that all students understand the writing formats.  The teacher will formally assess only four items.  An important modification is that this unit could be adapted in a regular classroom.      

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
PLANNING TIME:

· The initial planning of this unit took me about two to three hours.  I had to find the stories and poems to use with the common theme of immigrants.  I also had to make up all of the questions that go along with each activity.

· It took me about one to two hours to design the rubrics used in this unit.

IMPLEMENTATION TIME:

· Day 1:

 40 minutes (high school computer lab)

· Day 2:

40 minutes (high school computer lab)

· Day 3:

40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 4:

40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 5:

40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 6:

40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 7:

40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 8:

40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 9:

40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 10:
40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 11:
40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 12:
40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 13:
40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 14:
40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 15:
40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 16: 
40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 17:
40 minutes (high school computer lab)

· Day 18: 
40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 19:
40 minutes (classroom)

· Day 20: 
40 minutes (classroom)

TOTAL:  13 hours and 20 minutes over 20 days

ASSESSMENT:
· Teacher-generated Rubric based on rubric NYS uses (Culminating Performance Rubric):  10-15 minutes for each student

· Teacher-generated Rubric (Research Using the Internet): 5-10 minutes for each student

· Teacher-generate Rubric based on rubric NYS uses (Scoring Extended Writing Responses):  10-15 minutes for each student

 

TECHNOLOGY USE AND RESOURCES USED
 Students will use the Internet for research purposes.  Some good sites to use are www.ellisisland.org. and www.yahoo.com.

Overhead Projector

English Big 8 Review.  ISBN 0-935487-67-0. {Reading selections were used from here.}

Read Magazine. Vol. 50 No. 5.   November 3, 2000.  {Reading selections were used from here.}

New York State English Language Arts Coach, Grade 8.  ISBN 0-87694-809-3  {Reading selections were used from here.}
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