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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience

I wanted to try writing a book with elementary students.  One third grade class had a teacher who was retiring and happened to be doing a unit on character traits.  So on days this teacher was away, I conspired with the substitute to " borrow" the students and have them write and illustrate the book as a tribute to her and ultimately, prepare a power point presentation of the book for her retirement party.  We needed help from desktop publishing students in high school to put the entire production together.

Connection to Standards

English Language Arts

4. Students will read, write, listen and speak for social interaction.

· Students exchange friendly notes, cards, and letters with friends, relatives, and pen pals to keep in touch and to commemorate special occasions.

· Students adjust their vocabulary and style to take into account the nature of the relationship and the knowledge and interests of the person receiving the message.

Essential Question

 Can third grade students work with another teacher whom they don't know, and high school students, to create a book and a power point presentation to honor their teacher at retirement….and can they keep the secret?

Content Knowledge: Declarative, Procedural

Declarative

Students will learn the parts of a book.

Students will learn how a real book is made.

Students will brainstorm ideas for a book about their teacher.

Students will write, edit and word process the text of the book.

Students will draw illustrations for the book.

Students will learn how to do a power point presentation of the book.

 
PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions.)

After learning the parts of a book and the kinds of books (fiction and nonfiction) students will decide what kind of book we are going to write. It will be non fiction but written in a picture book format.

We discuss their teacher's retirement…what she does now  in the classroom, what she will enjoy in retirement. We discuss character traits and the things they remember most about her teaching.


Students draw pictures illustrating either something she does now or something she will be doing in retirement.

Pictures are sorted according to their place in the book…now and in the future.

High school students demonstrate the scanner and how their illustrations are scanned onto a disk and copied into the computer.


Students see a demonstration of a power point presentation and then place their slides in order for the presentation for their book.


After the illustrations are placed in the presentation, the students brainstorm for text to fit each illustration.  New slides are added to contain the text.


With help from the high school students, 3rd graders can place text into power point slides.  


Text is also printed on 8 1/2 X 11 paper to accompany the original illustrations for a book to present the teacher.


Students view their product with the LCD projector and laptop.

 

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS

This unit could be done with any age group that can draw.  Younger students or those with fewer language skills can dictate text to older students.  Because of the brainstorming aspect, all children can participate.  In the absence of a scanner and computer with power point, students may simply create a book.

TIME REQUIRED
 Our time was limited to the time the teacher was away, since this was a surprise.  We met two times…one for drawing and one for text.  Technical work was completed in one week by the high school students.  This project could be completed in less than a week for the book only, working with the teacher.

RESOURCES

Laptop or computer with Power Point   

LCD Projector

Printer

Paper/pencils/markers

Imagination

ASSESSMENT PLAN
(Include samples of rubrics, checklists, etc.)
 
 Since the students were actually doing me a favor by helping me with the presentation for the teacher, my assessment was simple.

______Interesting presentation of the teacher and her character traits.

______Drawings should be cute, appealing to the audience and look like third grade work.

______Text should be third grade work yet hold the attention of adults.

______Completed project should fit into the curricular study of character traits.

STUDENT WORK
(Include samples of student work showing different levels of performance.)
REFLECTION

I liked the interaction between the high school desktop publishing students and the third graders.  I liked the "secret" aspect of preparing a surprise by the students for their teacher.  I had difficulty getting the  Title 3 forms to allow printing so I had to type my own from printed templates.


We didn't get our digital camera until after our project was completed…but another year, I would take digital photos and include pictures of the children for the teacher.  One could also use photos from the teacher (or any photos) to embellish the text.  In this case, the illustrations and a few cute remarks by the students make this book.   Students could also use clip art to illustrate their books.  Older students could write children's books to read to younger students for book week in November.  In addition, students could take illustrations from the internet.

 

 

 

