Title III Technology Literacy Challenge Grant

Learning Unit

	LE Title: A New Age in Europe
	Authors: Melissa Finnerty and

Linda Giovinazzo

	Grade Level: 6
	School: Sacred Heart

	Subject Area: Social Studies
	School Phone: 315-724-3612

	Email: Melissafinnerty@hotmail.com
Linda_giovin@hotmail.com

	School Address:

1110 Ney Avenue

Utica, NY 13502


Overview

This is an intermediate social studies unit on the Renaissance and the Reformation. The unit will take approximately four weeks to complete. The students will understand the meaning of key terms, events and ideas. They will also meet the important figures of this time period. They will use technology to explore and discover these items as well as to create a news broadcast on the important figures.

Essential Question


If you could go back in time to the Renaissance or the Reformation, what would you like to see and what questions would you ask?

Content Knowledge



Declarative




Procedural

	Know key figures and places
	Write a research paper

	Learn key terms
	Research key person on internet

	Study key events
	Summarize research paper

	
	Analyze four paintings


Connection to NYS Learning Standards

Mathematics, Science, and Technology 

Standard 2: Information Systems Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies. 

Standard 5: Technology Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs. 

English Language Arts 

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 

Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues. 

The Arts
Standard 1: Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Arts Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the arts (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts) and participate in various roles in the arts. 

Standard 3: Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art Students will respond critically to a variety of works in the arts, connecting the individual work to other works and to other aspects of human endeavor and thought. 

  

Social Studies 

Standard 2: World History Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives. 

Standard 3: Geography Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the independent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the earth's surface. 

Standard 5: Civics, Citizenship, and Government Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of the United States and other nations; the united States Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation. 

Initiating Activity

Virtual Renaissance

Materials required:

Internet Access

Activity:


Students will use the internet to explore the Virtual Renaissance at www.twingroves.district96.k12.il.us/Renaissance/virtualren.html. Once all students have had the opportunity to view the internet site, the teacher will lead a class discussion about the things that interested them the most.

Learning Activity #1

Art Analysis

Materials required:

Internet Access

Analysis worksheets (see Appendix D for worksheets, websites and rubric)

Activity:


Students will compare and contrast four art pieces and answer document based questions based on these pieces. The art will be viewed from internet locations provided by the teacher. Students will then fill out the analysis worksheets. They will use this information to write a compare and contrast essay.

Learning Activity #2

Map of Italy

Materials required:

Internet Access

Activity:


Students will download and print an outline map of Italy from the internet. Students will draw a star and label each of the following major cities, draw boundaries for the providences and label the seas.

	 

	Cities
	Providences
	Seas

	
	
	
	

	Rome

Florence

Venice

Trent

Genoa
	Florence

Venice

Papal States

Genoa

Naples
	Mediterranean

Tyrrhenian

Adriatic
	



Students will then write one or two complete sentences, at the bottom of the map about why the cities are important to the Renaissance and/or the Reformation.

Learning Activity #3

Research Paper

Materials required:

Internet access

Library access

Basic word processor such as Claris Works or Microsoft Works

Poster board

Colored Pencils, crayons or markers

Glue or stapler

Other craft supplies limited only by the student’s imagination

Activity:

Students will use the internet and other library materials to research their person. Students will use this research to prepare a formal “first person” paper on the word processor.


After completing the paper, students will construct a poster board likeness of their person (including clothing, arms and legs) using any craft materials available to them. When the “person” is completed, the jacket or other outer garment should be opened to reveal the research paper. (See Appendix A for research topics)

Learning Activity #4

Trading Cards

Materials required:

Basic drawing program (Claris Works Drawing, Microsoft Works Draw, etc)

Research from research paper

Picture or drawing of key person

Copy machine

Laminating material

Activity:


Students will use a basic drawing program to create a trading card featuring their key person’s picture and key facts. The front of the trading card will contain the person’s picture, name, title, birth and death dates and what the person is most famous for. The back of the trading card will be titled Lifetime Highlights and followed by 5-7 key facts listed in bullet format.


Students will laminate enough copies of their trading card to exchange with each classmate. These cards will aid the students in remembering important people and facts from this period.  (See Appendix F for trading card template)

Culminating Activity

Newscast

Materials required:

Research from previous activities

Costumes

Set

Microphone

Video camera

Activity:


Students will prepare written questions about their character that will be used by the interviewer during the newscast. Students will dress up as their character for the newscast and the student designated, as the reporter will interview them as if they were discussing a current event.


Students will be assigned various positions for the newscast. Some will be reporters, some camera operators, set designers, etc.


Once the video is complete, it will be premiered to the principal and other classes at the school. (see Appendix E for rubric)

Prerequisite Skills

1. Students should be proficient with the word processor and basic drawing program (Claris Works, Microsoft Word/Works)

2. Students should be able to research library materials with minimal assistance.

3. Students should be exposed to internet research prior to research assignment.

Modifications

1. If internet access is not available, the library could be used as the sole source of research materials.

2. If a drawing program is not available, students may design the trading cards with pencils and rulers.

3. If a video recorder is not available, students can perform their “broadcast” live to other students at the school.

Unit Schedule/Time Plan


This unit takes approximately four weeks to complete when dedicating a large amount of social studies and computer time, as well as assigning some activities such as the research paper as homework.

Technology Integration

Internet – will be used to research key people, events and people of the time period.

Word processing software – will be used to prepare the research paper.

Basic drawing software – will be used to prepare the map and produce the trading cards.

Video recorder – will be used to capture the “news broadcast” and evaluate the students understanding of the material covered.

Reflection


The students seemed to really enjoy this unit because they could use their creativity and get out of their seats and move around. The students were able to learn from each other while preparing their trading cards and scripts for their broadcast.


Teaching this unit was fun and it allowed the students to use the tools they have acquired in computer class and apply it to current lessons.


This was a good lesson to teach at the end of the year because it was a change of pace for both students and teacher. 

Appendix A

	Key People

     Leonardo da Vinci

     Michelangelo

     Johannes Gutenberg

     El Greco

     Martin Luther

     Raphael

     Nicolaus Copernicus

     Petrarch

     Lerenzo de Medici

     Henry VIII

     Donotello

     Galileo

     William Shakespeare

     Queen Elizabeth I

     Francis Drake

     Pepe Leox


	Key People cont.
John Calvin

Mary Tudor

Florentine 

Niccolo Machiavelli
Key Places

Florence

Wittenberg

Trent

Venice

Papal States

Key Events

95 Thesis

Printing Press

Spanish Armada




Appendix B

Vocabulary

Renaissance

Classics

Patron

Reformation

Roman Catholic

Protestant

Armada

Parliament

Bill of Rights

Absolute monarchy

Constitutional monarchy

Appendix C

Useful Websites

Virtual Renaissance

         http://www.twingroves.district96.k12.il.us/Renaissance/virtualren.html
Map of Italy


http://geography.about.com/science/geography/library/blank/italy.jpg
Renaissance artwork for art analysis

National Gallery of Art http://www.nga.gov/collection/gallery/ita15.htm

Leonardo Da Vinci


http://www.mos.org/sln/Leonardo/LeoHomePage.html

World Art Treasures


http://www.bergerfoundation.ch/
Many links to European Renaissance/Reformation Sites (more than 100 links)


http://www.geocities.com/dboals.geo/rena.html
The Guide to the Renaissance


http://www.geocities.com/CapeCanaveral/Launchpad/9983/renaissance.html
 The Renaissance


http://www.mega.it/eng/egui/epo/rinaa.htm
Appendix D

Art Analysis Details and Worksheets

Overview 

The Course of Art from the Medieval Era to the Renaissance
[image: image5.jpg]



Paintings from the Medieval Age and the Renaissance era 

differ in the styles that were used.  The Medieval artist 

arranged scenes in unnatural, geometric

groupings.  Also, they had a tendency to use only minimal

detail in the background.  The Renaissance artist painted

or drew their figures realistically or with humanistic ideals. 

The backgrounds of Renaissance artist were often scenes of

nature and were extremely detailed.






	Document 1
	Photo Analysis
 Medieval Art – Request for Help


Step I: 
Observation:

Study the photograph for a couple of minutes.  Form an overall impression about the photograph.  Next, divide the picture into quadrants (quarters) and study each part. Make sure you label each quadrant.

A.
Fill in the chart below to list the type of people, objects and activities.  
Use the photograph titled Request for Help (photo 1)

	Activities
	People
	Objects/ Clothing
	Quadrant 1

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People
	Objects/Clothing
	Quadrant 2

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People
	Objects/Clothing
	Quadrant 3

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People
	Objects/Clothing
	Quadrant 4

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Step 2:
 Inferences

A.
Based on what you have observed in the photo, list 3 things that you can infer from the pictures. 

1.



2.



3.



Step 3:
 Questions

A.
What questions does this photo raise in your mind?

B.
What resources could you use to find the answers to your questions?

C.   Look carefully at the painting.  Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Make sure the answers are more than yes and no sentences.

       1.  Are the figures drawn, to look like realistic human?
__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

       2. How are the figures arranged in the painting?

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

3.  Describe the background of the painting.

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

	Photograph 1
	Photo Analysis
 Medieval Art – Request for Help








[image: image1.jpg]



	Source
	http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Parthenon/8063/cruhs.html



In 1077, the Seljuk Turks conquered Jerusalem. In 1085, they captured Antioch, expelling the Byzantines from Syria. The whole Byzantine Empire was now threatened, and the new Emperor Alexius Comnenus requested the Pope's aid against the invaders. He must have hoped that the Pope would seriously take his messages into consideration, since the Suljuks had been hindering pilgrims traveling to Jerusalem since 1071.

	Document 2 
	Photo Analysis
Medieval Art-Gospelbook of Otto IIII


Step I: 
Observation:

Study the photograph for a couple of minutes.  Form an overall impression about the photograph.  Next, divide the picture into quadrants (quarters) and study each part. Make sure you label each quadrant.

A.
Fill in the chart below to list the type of people, objects and activities.  
Use the photograph titled Gospelbook of Otto III (photo 2)

	Activities
	People
	Objects/Clothing
	Quadrant 1

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People
	Objects/ Clothing
	Quadrant 2

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People
	Objects/Clothing
	Quadrant 3

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People
	Objects/Clothing
	Quadrant 4

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Step 2:
 Inferences

A.
Based on what you have observed in the photo, list 3 things that you can infer from the pictures.

1.



2.



3.



Step 3:
 Questions

A.
What questions does this photo raise in your mind?

B.
What resources could you use to find the answers to your questions?

C.   Look carefully at the painting.  Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Make sure the answers are more than yes and no sentences.

       1.  Are the figures drawn, to look like a realistic human?

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

       2. How are the figures arranged in the painting?

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

3. Describe the background of the painting.

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

4.  Compared to the first artwork how does this medieval painting differ?

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

	Photograph 2
	Photo Analysis
Medieval Art- Gospelbook of Otto III
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	Source
	This page was taken from the Gospelbook of Otto III.
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Parthenon/8063/otto.html



	Document 3 
	Photo Analysis
 Renaissance Art- Sistine Madonna


Step I: 
Observation:

Study the photograph for a couple of minutes.  Form an overall impression about the photograph.  Next, divide the picture into quadrants (quarters) and study each part. Make sure you label each quadrant.

A.
Fill in the chart below to list the type of people, objects and activities.  
Use the photograph titled Sistine Madonna (photo 3)

	Activities
	People/Clothing
	Objects
	Quadrant 1

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People/Clothing
	Objects
	Quadrant 2

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People/Clothing
	Objects
	Quadrant 3

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People/Clothing
	Objects
	Quadrant 4

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Step 2:
 Inferences

A.
Based on what you have observed in the photo, list 3 things that you can infer from the pictures.

1.



2.



3.



Step 3:
 Questions

A.
What questions does this photo raise in your mind?

B.
What resources could you use to find the answers to your questions?

C.   Look carefully at the painting.  Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Make sure the answers are more than yes and no sentences.

       1.  How are the figures drawn, to look like a realistic human?

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

       2. How are the figures arranged in the painting?

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

3. Describe in detail the background of the painting.

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

	Photograph 3
	Photo Analysis
Renaissance Art- Sistine Madonna





	Source
	The Sistine Madonna
Raphael, 1513

http://www.mezzo-mondo.com/arts/mm/raphael/RAF009.html



	Document 4
	Photo Analysis
 Renaissance Art – La Gioconda


Step I: 
Observation:

Study the photograph for a couple of minutes.  Form an overall impression about the photograph.  Next, divide the picture into quadrants (quarters) and study each part. Make sure you label each quadrant.

A.
Fill in the chart below to list the type of people, objects and activities.  
Use the photograph titled La Gioconda (photo 4)

	Activities
	People
	Objects
	Quadrant 1

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People
	Objects
	Quadrant 2

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People
	Objects
	Quadrant 3

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities
	People
	Objects
	Quadrant 4

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Step 2:
 Inferences

A.
Based on what you have observed in the photo, list 3 things that you can infer from the pictures.

1.



2.



3.



Step 3:
 Questions

A.
What questions does this photo raise in your mind?

B.
What resources could you use to find the answers to your questions?

C.   Look carefully at the painting.  Answer the following questions in complete 

      Sentences.  Make sure the answers are more than yes and no sentences.

       1.  Are the figures drawn, to look like a realistic human?

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

       2. How are the figures arranged in the painting?

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

3. Describe the background of the painting.

__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

	Photograph 4
	Photo Analysis
Renaissance Art- La Gioconda





Portrait of Mona Lisa (1479-1528), also known as La Gioconda, the wife of Francesco del Giocondo; 1503-06 (150 Kb); Oil on wood, 77 x 53 cm (30 x 20 7/8 in); Musee du Louvre, Paris 

This figure of a woman, dressed in the Florentine fashion of her day and seated in a visionary, mountainous landscape, is a remarkable instance of Leonardo's sfumato technique of soft, heavily shaded modeling. The Mona Lisa's enigmatic expression, which seems both alluring and aloof, has given the portrait universal fame. 

	Source
	Mona Lisa- La Gioconda
http://www.louvre.fr/anglais/collec/peint/inv0779/peint_f.htm
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/vinci/joconde/



Culminating Activity

[image: image6.jpg]


English/Language Arts Comparison/Contrast Essay

Directions: You will be writing a comparison/contrast

essay of the four paintings 

After analyzing each source reread the information you 

wrote down, then fill in the graphic organizer.  You may 

want to cite the document you used when you organize.

(example: The background of the Mona Lisa shows detailed 

scenery. Doc. 4)

Use the photographs you have studied to tell:  the difference and similarities in the style the painters used from one era to the other. Include how the arrangement of people or objects, the colors, and the humanistic looks of the paintings.  While writing your essay, you may include some things you knew before studying these activities.  It is important that most of the information you use was learned by analyzing these resources.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Compare/Contrast Graphic Organizer

How they are similar

	Request for Help
	Godspellbook Otto III
	Sistine Madonna
	La Gioconda

	 
	 
	
	

	 
	 
	
	

	 
	 
	
	


  

How they are differ

	Request for Help
	Godspellbook Otto III
	Sistine Madonna
	La Gioconda

	 
	 
	
	

	 
	 
	
	

	 
	 
	
	


	
	
	

	
	Culminating Activity for
DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION 


5
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by accurately analyzing and interpreting most of the documents
• Incorporates relevant outside information
• Richly supports essay with relevant facts, examples, and details
• Writes a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Uses information from the documents in the body of the essay, but does not copy document
• Includes a strong introduction and conclusion



4
• Addresses all aspects of the task by accurately analyzing and interpreting most of the documents
• Incorporates relevant outside information
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but discussion may be more descriptive than analytical
• Writes a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Includes a good introduction and conclusion



3
• Addresses most aspects of the task or addresses all aspects in a limited way; uses some of the documents
• Incorporates limited or no relevant outside information
• Uses some facts, examples, and details, but discussion is more descriptive than analytical
• Writes a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Restates the theme in the introduction and concludes with a simple restatement of the theme



2
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task, making limited use of the documents
• No relevant outside information
• Presents few facts, examples, and details; simply restates contents of the documents
• Writes a poorly organized essay, lacking focus
• Has vague or missing introduction and/or conclusion



1
• Shows limited understanding of the task with vague, unclear references to the documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Attempts to complete the task, but essay demonstrates a major weakness in organization
• Uses little or no accurate or relevant facts, details, or examples
• Has vague or missing introduction and/or conclusion



0
• Fails to address the task
• Is illegible
• Blank paper
	


References 

http://www.louvre.fr/anglais/collec/peint/inv0779/peint_f.htm
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/vinci/joconde/
http://www.mezzo-mondo.com/arts/mm/raphael/RAF009.html
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Parthenon/8063/otto.html
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Parthenon/8063/cruhs.html
National Archives and records Administration

http://www.nara.gov/education/clssrm.html
http://www.blackboard.com/bin/login.pl?course_id=DBQ101&new_loc=/courses/DBQ101
Appendix E

Rubric for Biographical Sketch 

Activity Rubric for Biographical Sketch

	Task Component
	4 Points Each
	3 Points Each
	2 Points Each
	1 Point Each

	Information
	You effectively selected the most relevant information that deals with your topic. 
	You selected good and relevant information dealing with your topic.
	You selected some information that dealt with your topic.
	You selected information that was relevant to your topic.



	Task
	You fully answered all parts of your topic.
	You answered most parts of your topic.
	You answered some parts of your topic
	You answered limited to no parts of your topic/



	Organization
	You selected the most appropriate organizational framework for your topic,
	You selected an appropriate general organizational framework for your topic.
	You select an organizational framework, but was weakly organizes.  Also, you went off topic.
	You selected an inappropriate organizational framework or no framework at all.



	Presentation: Development and Expression
	You presented information and ideas fully.  You expressed your ideas very clearly.
	You presented your information satisfactorily.  You generally expressed your ideas.
	You presented some information.  You attempt to express your ideas.
	You presented little to no information of relevance.  Your ideas were very unclear.




Appendix F

Culminating Activity Rubric

Culminating Activity Rubric Name: Newscast 

	Task Component
	4 Points Each
	3 Points Each
	2 Points Each
	1 Point Each

	Voice Level
	You had an excellent voice level.  It was very easy to understand.
	You had a good voice level. It was easy to understand.
	You had a low voice level. It was difficult to hear and understand.
	You had a very low voice level.  It was very difficult to hear and to understand.

	Eye Contact
	You had consistent eye contact with audience.
	You had some eye contact with audience.
	You had little eye contact with audience.
	You had no eye contact with the audience.



	Visuals
	You had many visuals.  Visuals helped to enhance the oral project.  Your visual aids were excellent.
	You had some visual aids.  Your visual aids had helped some to enhance the oral project.  Your visual aids were good.
	You had few visual aids.  Your visual aids had helped a little to enhance the oral project.  Your visual aids were fair.
	You had no visual aids.  

	Oral Presentation
	Your oral presentation was excellent.
	Your oral presentation was good.
	Your presentation was somewhat interesting.
	Your presentation was not interesting.



	Knowledge of Topic
	You had excellent knowledge of your topic.  You used no cue cards.
	You had good knowledge of your topic.  You used cue cards sparingly.
	You somewhat knew your topic.  You relied a lot on cards for information.
	You did not have knowledge of your topic.  You read off of the cue cards.



	Preparation
	You were excellently prepared to give your report.
	You were prepared to give your report.  
	You were somewhat prepared to give your report.
	You were not prepared to give your report.


Appendix G

Trading Card Template


The Renaissance





























First and Last Name


Occupation


Born_____ Died_____





I am most famous for:





Lifetime Highlights


First and Last Name





    ( Key event or fact in bullet 


       format





    ( Key event or fact in bullet 


        format





    ( Key event or fact in bullet


       format





    ( Key event or fact in bullet


        format





    ( Key event or fact in bullet 


       format
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