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OVERVIEW

This learning unit uses many experiences that tie together to help the student see the relationship between them. It combines Historical Events in American History with Music and includes information how history influenced music. This unit works well with classes of any size in social studies and music courses. In my classroom the average number of students is twenty-five. The teacher begins with a PowerPoint presentation beginning with “The New World in 1756” to “Redefining America’s Role from 1956 – Present.” The computer lab is utilized in order for the students to create their own PowerPoint presentation based on a particular war (WWI, WWII, Korean, Vietnam, Cold War, or Desert Storm Era), as well as for research on the Internet. This unit is fun for everyone…the teacher, student, and the administrators that observe them. The teacher PowerPoint presentation is available by contacting the author or by clicking on the icon below.  (Note that you should have the PowerPoint program open before you click on the icon, for the link below to open the slide show.) Please note that teachers do not have to use the PowerPoint presentation ten days in a row, it may be broken down into the categories below and used as teachers get to that period of history.  Music teachers may opt to use the presentation several days in a row.
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CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 Define Facts on History and Music
 Apply Music Terminology

 Understand Music Terminology
 Gather Information and Materials 

 Understand the use of Resources
 Create a PowerPoint Presentation

 
 Recognize Instruments By Sound & Sight

 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

How have Historical Events in American History influenced music?
 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 

New York State Standards for the Arts

Standard #2 - Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources (students will be knowledgeable about and make use of the materials and resources available for participation in the arts in various roles)

Standard #3 – Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art (students will respond critically to a variety of works in the arts, connecting individual work to other works and to other aspects of human endeavor and thought)

Standard #4 – Understanding the Cultural Dimensions and Contributions of the Arts (students will develop an understanding of the personal and cultural forces that shape artistic communication and how the arts in turn shape the diverse cultures of the past and present.

New York State Standards for Social Studies

Standard #1: History of the United States and New York: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York

INITIATING ACTIVITY

Teacher presents a PowerPoint presentation on music and history in significant American time periods. This includes information about instruments, role of music in daily life, how music is effected by historical events in American history, composers, different cultures in American society, and important events in history that effected the lives of Americans. This will encourage class discussion about that period. Information about the facts covered in the PowerPoint presentation can be obtained by emailing the author or clicking on the icon below.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

Days 1 –10 -Teacher facilitated PowerPoint presentation based on American History and Music divided into ten lessons (10 forty - minute lessons).  

*A New World – Pre-history to 1756

*Birth of a Republic – 1650 – 1789

*Launching the Republic – 1789 – 1824

*Toward a Democracy – 1820 – 1848

*Civil War Era – 1825 – 1877

*The Emergence of a Modern America – 1860 – 1900

*Entering A New Century – 1880 – 1914

*Conflict, Confidence, and Collapse – 1914 – 1932

*Times of Crisis – 1932 – 1960

*Redefining America’s Role – 1954 – Present

Learning Context: The Standards that are going to be met include:

New York State Learning Standards: 
Standard #3 - Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art

Standard #4 - Understanding the Cultural Dimensions and Contributions of the Arts

Standard #1 -  History of the United States and New York
Comments: Through this presentation on music history, students will be encouraged to ask questions, answer questions related to the time period, and take notes about the lesson that is facilitated by the teacher. The PowerPoint presentation includes factual information, sound effects (both music related and non-music related), and clipart (music and non-music related). Music is also played from the time period for the students to listen to, analyze, and describe what they hear and learned after the daily PowerPoint presentation. Students should take notes on the historical facts and music they hear.

Procedure: The teacher will present the PowerPoint music history lesson of the day. The students will take notes on the historical information that will be quizzed later in a formal evaluation. The teacher will facilitate class discussion and the teacher to check for student understanding will use an informal assessment. The teacher will play musical selections from the time period of the day in the PowerPoint presentation and facilitate student discussion regarding instruments and characteristics of the music played. Formal assessment of an open notebook test on the eleventh day.  

Instructional /Environmental Modifications: Meet the needs of each individual child. Giving copies of the slides to a child who may take longer to copy the notes can modify presentation and note taking. Teacher may read the slides as well as facilitate discussion during the presentation. Adjust the seating of the students in order to see the screen.

Time Required: Ten Class Periods (Based on a 40 minute class period) of PowerPoint Presentation. One Class Period for formal evaluation test open notebook plus listening evaluation and instrument identification.

Resources: Any American History books (from social studies teachers) and recordings of historical music. (PowerPoint presentation, Internet, computer software, library resources, etc.)

 

Day 11: Music History Test (Open Notebook)

Title: "Test Time"

Learning Context: The Standards that are going to be assessed are:

New York State Learning Standards:

Standard #4 - Understanding the cultural dimension and contribution of the arts

Standard #1 -  History of the United States and New York

Procedure: Hand out of test and listening questions. Formal Assessment.

Instructional Modifications: Students with IEP's will be given extra time to complete the written portion of the test as well as the listening selections from the presentation. Resource teachers will be available to help the students with special needs.

Time required: 30 - 40 minutes (20-30 minutes written, 10 minutes listening)

Resources: Test Paper, Pen/Pencil, and Recorded Listening Selections

Assessment Plan: a test will assess Students. (Appendix A)

Day 12-13: Library Research

Title: "War Project Research"

Learning Context: The following Learning Standards that are going to be assessed are:

New York State Standards for the Arts 

#2 - Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources

Procedure: Teacher initiates research in the library for students to look up information regarding their war, historical events, and music from the time period. (See research guide attachment- Appendix B2) There is informal assessment that occurs at this time while the teacher walks around the room assisting students in their research.

Instructional/Environmental Modifications: Students with IEP's will be given extra time during study halls to continue researching. The resource teachers will be available aid them in their research.

Time Required: On average 2 - 3 class periods in the library is sufficient. (Based on a 40-minute class period).

Resources: Internet, Library books, Infoseek, Electronic Library, Magazine Articles, Newspaper Articles, etc.

Assessment Plan: Informal assessment of students understanding of the project, gathering of information, and productiveness. (Appendix B)

Day 14 - 16:
Computer Lab

Computer Lab Work on War PowerPoint Presentation

Title: Students go “High Tech”

Learning Context: The Standards that are going to be assessed include:

New York State Learning Standards

Standard #2 - Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources

Standard #4 - Understanding Cultural Dimensions and Contributions of the Arts

Standard #1 - History of the United States and New York

Procedure: Teacher initiates students in creating their own PowerPoint presentation on the war and historical events they have researched in the library media center. Teacher will have to give a discussion about basic "how-to" information regarding PowerPoint. The teacher may opt to give the students a “cheat sheet” (Appendix F) to assist them in beginning PowerPoint. Once the students have the basic ideas of how to use the program they will create their own presentation. I find that students can teach the teacher a thing or two once they begin creating. The students should have all their information from the library research to put into their presentation.

Instructional/Environmental Modifications: Students with IEP's will be given extra time to produce their presentation. The spell check is available on the PowerPoint program for them to utilize. 

Time Required: Approximately three class periods are recommended for Junior/Senior High School students. (Based on 40 minute class periods) Plus, they may need time outside of class to complete it.

Resources: PowerPoint program, Library Research Information, Clip Art, Sound Effects, Internet, etc.

Assessment Plan: The teacher does informal assessment by walking around the room assisting the students in the development of their PowerPoint presentation. (Appendix C) 

Day 17 – 18  “Presentation Day”

Title:  “Presentation Day” of PowerPoint Presentations created by students.

Learning Context:  The Standards that are going to be assessed include:

New York State Learning Standards:

Standard #4 - Understanding Cultural Dimensions and Contributions of the Arts

Standard #1-  History of the United States and New York

Procedure:   Teacher should gather student PowerPoint presentations and allow students to introduce their slide shows.  It is a good idea to have students time their shows so that time is not wasted with clicking from slide to slide.

Instructional/Environmental Modifications: Adjust seating arrangements to meet the needs of students who may not be able to see the screen where the presentations will be shown.

Time Required: One or two class periods as needed to show student presentations.

Resources:  PowerPoint Program, Laptop, Projection Unit, Student Presentations

Assessment Plan: The Teacher reviews the PowerPoints and uses (Appendix D) to evaluate the assignment.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)

Appendix A

(Assessing Learning Standard #4)

This test may be adjusted based on the subject area it is being used for (music or history).  For music the teacher may opt to focus on more of the musical points, where as the history teacher may opt to focus on the historical information. Being that I am a music teacher I will focus on the music points. The correct answer is highlighted in red.
1. Which was not an influence in the New World before 1756?

A. Native American traditions

B. Spanish Traditions

C. Irish Traditions

D. English Traditions

2. Which is not a true statement about African American traditions before 1756?

A. Slave owners allowed their slaves to perform music that included strong drumming and dancing.

B. Slave music was thought to be immoral.

C. Slaves were permitted to play music for their owner’s dances.

D. Slave owners considered African American religious rituals to be paganistic.

3. Which culture had the least impact on America’s Music?

A. African American

B. Native American

C. Spanish

D. English

4. Which is true about the English Colonists’ music?

A. It was rich in complex rhythms.

B. It was used for pleasure and entertainment.

C. It was primarily used for religious beliefs.

D. It was brought over by Spanish missionaries.

5. What was the time period of the Birth of the Republic?

A. Before 1756

B. 1650 – 1789

C. 1789 – 1824

D. 1820 – 1848

6. There were very few memorable songs from the Revolutionary War, but this one was most popular:

A. The Battle Hymn of the Republic

B. Star Spangled Banner

C. America

D. Yankee Doodle

7. Where was music not performed during the Revolutionary War Era?

A. Theaters

B. Homes

C. Churches

D. Taverns

8. Music was passed on to other by:

A. Handing out recordings

B. Oral Tradition

C. Song Books

D. Listening on the radio

9. The most well known tunes in American during the Revolutionary War that would be performed included:

A. Fiddles

B. Voice

C. Fife

D. All of the Above

10. Who lead the “Singing School” movement:

A. Daniel Read

B. William Billings

C. Reverend John Tufts

D. Jeremiah Kimball

11. Most of the music performed by Professional Entertainers during the Launch of the Republic was brought over from:

A. Spain

B. Great Britain

C. Ireland

D. Mexico

12. Secular music publishing businesses flourished in which of these cities:

A. Boston

B. New York

C. Utica

D. All of the Above

13. The first war that the United States fought England as an independent nation was:

A. The War of 1812

B. The Revolutionary War

C. The Civil War

D. The French Revolution

14. When was the cotton gin invented:

A. Before the War of 1812
(1793)

B. Before the Revolutionary War

C. After the Civil War

D. After the Korean War

15. Although the facts are sketchy, how do we know how music sounded in slave cultures?

A. Newspapers

B. CDs

C. Diaries

D. Records

16. Who was a main composer during the fight for Democracy?  (1820 – 1848)

A. Stephen Foster

B. No one individual dominated the times. 

C. William Billings

D. George Gershwin

17. Why was the Utopian Community of the “Shakers” called such?

A. Because they would sway at services

B. Because they were cold.

C. Because they would shake hands with everyone.

D. Because of their vigorous dances.

18. The Civil War occurred because of:

A. Stephen Foster

B. Abraham Lincoln

C. Slavery

D. Music

19. Stephen Foster’s  music was very popular during the Civil War Era which is one of his songs:

A. De Boatmen’s Dance

B. Hard Times Come Again No More

C. Get Off The Track

D. Bonnie Blue Flag

20. Which was the popular Confederate Song?

A. De Boatmen’s Dance

B. Bonnie Blue Flag

C. Dixie

D. Both B and C

21. The favorite marching song by the Union Army included:

A. Glory! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 

B. Dixie

C. Bonnie Blue Flag

D. De Boatmen’s Dance

22. New musical traditions were occurring after the Civil War because of an influx of immigrants from:

A. Europe and Africa

B. Mexico and England

C. Ireland and Canada

D. Canada and Europe

23. Which of these instruments became popular in African American music after the Civil War?

A. Fiddle and Banjo

B. Piano and Violin

C. Guitar, Brass, and Piano

D. Electric Guitars

24. What is the name of the popular music publishing industry area?

A. The Underground Railroad

B. Tin Pan Alley

C. Broadway

D. Minstrel Shows

25. Who invented the phonograph?

A. Thomas Edison

B. Ben Franklin

C. George Washington

D. Albert Einstein

26. Music began to be recorded and sold so that it could be played on the phonograph starting in:

A. 1700

B. 1800

C. 1890

D. 2000

27. What is a player piano?

A. A piano that you play.

B. A baseball player that plays the piano.

C. A piano that records music.

D. A piano that has a complex mechanism that works the keys without human assistance.

28. What is the definition of Ragtime?

A. Music that has a steady beat.

B. Music that is set to a syncopated melody over a steady bass line.

C. Music that is set to a steady melody over a syncopated bass line.

D. Music that you play with a rag.

29. Of the following wars which had the greatest influence on music?

A. Civil War

B. WW I

C. French Revolution

D. Revolutionary

30. WWI helped spread the popularity of which style of music?

A. Blues

B. Ragtime

C. R&B

D. Rock 

Appendix B

(Assessing Learning Standard #2)

Based on the following grading scale. Students are graded by teacher observation of their progress.    

Rarely –1, Sometimes –2, Usually –3,  Always -4

_____1. Student understood how to gather information from the library media resources.

_____2. Student remained productive during the research time.

_____3. Student used many types of resources, such as books, Internet, magazine articles, newspaper articles, Electronic Library, etc.

_____4. Student demonstrated an understanding of how to effectively group the information he/she found.

_____5. Student demonstrated a clear understanding of the project by the information collected.

Appendix B2

(Research Guide)

The students will be required to find the following information using Internet resources, Infoseek, Newspaper Articles, Magazine Articles, Books, Encyclopedias, and other resources found in the library.

1. What is the name of the war you are researching?  You may choose from WWI, WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War, Cold War, or the Desert Storm Era.

2. When did the war take place?

3. Who was involved in the conflict?

4. Why did the conflict begin?

5. What current events, besides the war, were occurring during this time?  (List three)

6. What are three trends that were occurring during this time?

7. What are some of the clothing trends from this time?

8. What effect did the war have on the American economy, people, and music?

9. What style(s) of music were popular during this time?

10. What songs were popular during this time?  Who were the performers of those songs?

11. Name three significant events that occurred in music during the time of the war.

12. How was music influenced by the war?

Appendix C

(Assessing Learning Standards #2 and #4)

Based on the following grading scale. Students are graded by teacher observation of their progress and teacher facilitated questioning.

Rarely-1, Sometimes –2, Usually –3,  Always-4

_____1. Student demonstrated an understanding of how to effectively group the information he/she found.

_____2. Student demonstrated a clear understanding of the project by the information collected.

_____3. Student demonstrated an understanding of how their conflict influenced the past and present through music. (Through the information collected and gathered. Teacher facilitates questions to check for student understanding.)

_____4. The student demonstrated an understanding of the cultural background of the people that influenced communication through music. (Through the information collected and gathered. Teacher facilitates questions to check for student understanding.)

Appendix D

Teacher Evaluation Form for War Project / PowerPoint Presentation

(Assessing the New York State Learning Standard #2 and #3)

Based on the following scale:

0 - Never 1 - Rarely 2 - Sometimes 3 - Usually 4 - Always

______1. Student included all factual information about the conflict.

______2. Student included all factual information about the time period.

______3. Student showed excellent organization of information.

______4. Student showed good use of visual effects to enhance the presentation.

______5. Student showed good use of sound effects to enhance the presentation.

______6. Student showed excellent effort.

______7. Student's overall presentation was interesting and enjoyable.

______ 8. Student responded critically to other presentations and was able to connect the projects with other aspects of human endeavor.

Grade to Point Ration:

A+ 32 

A 30-31 
A- 29-28 
B+ 26-27 
B 24 – 25
 B- 22-23    C+ 20-21 
C 18-19
C- 16-17
D+ 14-15
 D 12-13 
D- 10-11        F 0-9

Appendix D2

Student Self Evaluation of PowerPoint War Project

Based on the following scale:

0 - Never 1 - Rarely 2 - Sometimes 3 - Usually 4 - Always
______1. Student included all factual information about the conflict.

______2. Student included all factual information about the time period.

______3. Student showed excellent organization of information.

______4. Student showed good use of visual effects to enhance the presentation.

______5. Student showed good use of sound effects to enhance the presentation.

______6. Student showed excellent effort.

______7. Student's overall presentation was interesting and enjoyable.

______ 8. Student responded critically to other presentations and were able to connect    their projects with other aspects of human endeavor.


Appendix E

(PowerPoint Cheat Sheet)
Step By Step Entering PowerPoint and beginning a presentation.

1. Double click the PowerPoint Icon or click on PowerPoint in the Start Up Menu.

2. Click on blank presentation.

3. Click OK

4. Choose a slide ( I prefer to use the blank slide)

5. Go to Format in the toolbar.

6. Click on Apply Design in the Format menu.

7. Select the design you like the best. (some of them have cool effects)

8. Once you have picked your design click on Apply.
Important Icons

Slide View (You may change items on a slide here, make things smaller or larger, change the text, or font, and add pictures or sound clips.  Animation also happens here.)

Outline View  (You may write out text here. Very easy to use to insert notes.)

Slide Sorter View  (You may view all your slides at once here.  You may also change he order of the slides by cutting and pasting or click and drag.)

Notes Page View (Used to add notes to a slide.  Good for handouts.)

Slide Show View (View your presentation here.  You may not make changes in this area.)

Insert Word Art   (Great for headings.  You can use this in the Slide View to add text with fancy lettering and colors!)

Animation Effects  (Where you go to make your slide show come alive.  Leads you to Custom Animation.)

Custom Animation  (If it is not already on the screen click the Animation Effects Icon to make the custom animation appear.  This will take you to the form to make the animation happen!)

Using Custom Animation

1.
Click on Custom Animation.

2. Select an Effect.

3. Select a Sound.

4. Click Preview to see if you like what you have chosen.

5. Click OK when done.

6. Under Timing in Custom Animation decide how you want the transition of notes and objects on your slide to happen.

Decide either:   On Mouse Click  (objects move on the click of a mouse.)

Automatically  (objects move on their own on the slide.)
PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

Junior/senior high school students that work with PowerPoint seem to pick up how to use it very quickly and often will teach the teacher something new. Students do not need to know how to use the program before class, but may need extra time to complete the assignment.

 

MODIFICATIONS
When showing the PowerPoint presentation to the classes the teacher may want to adjust seating in order for student to see the screen. Also, should there be students who have trouble writing the notes or need modifications for reading the teacher would be able to supply the student with a copy of the notes from the PowerPoint presentation. 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
Based on a 40 - minute class period.

Days 1 – 10:
Teacher presents PowerPoint based on American History and Music. One lesson each day. (Divided into ten lessons.)
Day 11: 

“Test Time” – Students are tested on teacher PowerPoint.
Days 12 - 13:

“Library Research Time” – Students Research Project 

Days 14 – 16: 
“Computer Lab Time” – Students Create PowerPoint Presentations based on a historical war.
Days 17 – 18: 
“Presentation Day” – Present Student Work to Class
 

TECHNOLOGY USE

Internet, PowerPoint, Infoseek, Electronic Library, Clip Art, Sound Wave Files, Sound Recordings, CD Player, Computer Software

WAV WEBSITES

These are great web pages that have sound effects and music for the students to use in their PowerPoint presentations.  Make sure that the students insert the sounds in the “Custom Animation” settings under “Other Sound.”  If you have any questions please contact me!

http://www.musicrobot.com 
This will search the entire web for wavs based on the information you give. (ex. Song title, key word, etc.)  Make sure you use the wav search feature for PowerPoint, midi and mp3’s don’t work.

http://www.soundamerica.com 
Music Clips

http://www.altavista.com
A search engine that will look for sound files for you.

http://www.thefreesite.com
If you look for free sounds, this site will give you lists of other web pages that offer sound effects and music wavs.

 

 

_1052920003.unknown

