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OVERVIEW
 This mini-unit will allow children to explore the genre of nonfiction. Students will read a variety of texts and then publish their own How-To nonfictional text. Students will be invited to listen to a variety of community members and parents share something that they know how to do, and use this as a basis for their own oral presentation.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

PRIVATE
Declarative 

Students will:
Procedural 

Students will:

· Learn and identify characteristics of nonfiction
· Compare fictional and nonfictional texts (Venn)

· Compare how to books using a graphic organizer (list)
· Evaluate how to books using a graphic organizer

· Learn the parts of a How To book
· Write a How To book on a specific skill

· Learn how to evaluate a presenter
· Evaluate presenters by providing constructive feedback and comments

 
· Give an oral presentation on their How to Topic

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1. Why have authors chosen to write How-To Books?

2. Why is it important to be able to use several presentation techniques when sharing information?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS


Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

Students: 
· select and use strategies they have been taught for notetaking, organizing, and categorizing information 

· ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 
· make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print, such as prior knowledge about subject, structural and context clues, and an understanding of letter-sound relationships to decode difficult words 
Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

Students: 

· present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms 
· use details, examples, anecdotes, or personal experiences to explain or clarify information include relevant information and exclude extraneous material 
· use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts 
· observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms. 

 Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

Students: 

· use inference and deduction to understand the text 
· read aloud accurately and fluently, using phonics and context cues to determine pronunciation and meaning 
· evaluate literary meaning 
 

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content and language of a text. Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multilayered. 

Students: 
· create their own stories, poems, and songs using the elements of the literature they have read and appropriate vocabulary 
· observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, and punctuation. 
Standard 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to analyze and evaluate experiences, ideas, information, and issues requires using evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives and recognizing the difference in evaluations based on different sets of criteria. 

Students: 

· read and form opinions about a variety of literary and informational texts 
· recognize that the criteria that one uses to analyze and evaluate anything depend on one's point of view and purpose for the analysis 
Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based. 

Students: 

· monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to meet criteria for competent performance (e.g., in writing, the criteria might include development of position, organization, appropriate vocabulary, mechanics, and neatness. In speaking, the criteria might include good content, effective delivery, diction, posture, poise, and eye contact). 
· use effective vocabulary and follow the rules
Standard 4 - Language for Social Interaction 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction. 

Elementary - Listening and Speaking 

1. Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of different ages, genders, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations. 

Students: 

· listen attentively and recognize when it is appropriate for them to speak 
· take turns speaking and respond to others' ideas in conversations on familiar topics 
· recognize the kind of interaction appropriate for different circumstances, such as story hour, group discussions, and one-on-one conversations. 
Elementary - Reading and Writing 

1. Written communication for social interaction requires using written messages to establish, maintain, and enhance personal relationships with others. 

Students: 

· adjust their vocabulary and style to take into account the nature of the relationship and the knowledge and interests of the person receiving the message read and discuss published letters, diaries, and journals to learn the conventions of social writing.  
Mathematics/Science/Technology

   Standard 2 - Information Systems 

     Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies. 

     1. Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning. 

Students: 

· use a variety of equipment and software packages to enter, process, display, and communicate information on different format, using text, tables, pictures, and sound 

· access needed information from printed media, electronic data bases, and community resources. 

 INITIATING ACTIVITY
Students will be asked to listen to a teacher recreation of an event his year that really occurred this year but is expanded on. The teacher will direct students to discuss the event. 

Students will then be put on the clock and be asked to think of an event that took place in school sometime this year. Students will record their memory in their notebooks. Several students will share with the class. Students will then be asked to listen to the teacher recreate the same event with made up details. The teacher will direct students to discuss differences the events. 

On the dry erase board the teacher will list differences between the first and second events (students vs. teachers). Students will be directed to have a conversation that discusses the differences between the two stories.

The teacher will then explain to students that they are about to start a unit that explores the genre of non-fiction, specifically How-To Books. The teacher will give an overview of all activities and deadlines. Students will also be asked to think about a skill that they have. It will be explained that they will be creating a presentation on that skill and then completing it in front of the class. Presentations may include cooking or baking, art-n-crafts or any other unique skill.

 LEARNING EXPERIENCES
Day One
Workshop Sign Ups for Day 3 (see explanation)

Materials: Books, Venn Diagram

Anticipatory Set: Students will listen to two short stories, Make Way for Ducklings-Robert McClosky & Chibi: A True Story from Japan-Barbara Brenner and Julia Takaya. 

Share/Discuss: What were these two books about? What were the similarities? What were the differences?

Notetaking: 

· fiction- tells about imaginary characters and events, something made up or imagined

· Nonfiction-literature that deals with real situations, persons or events

Model-Teachers will compare 2 selections from Anticipatory Set using a Venn Diagram. The teacher will review notes from discussion and a think aloud approach to compare the two genres.

Guided Practice: Students will be given one of the following sets of books:

· The Early Bird's Alarm Clock-Claire Daniel and Amazing Birds of the Rain Forest-Claire Daniel

· The Around-the-World Lunch-Yanitzia Canetti and Festival Foods Around the World-Becky Stull

With a partner, students will read both of the selections and then fill in a Venn Diagram comparing the two books.  When this is complete, students will get with another group that had the same books and compare their diagrams.

Share/Discuss: What kind of books did you have? What were the similarities? Differences? 

Closure: What are the major differences between fiction and nonfiction?

Day Two

Materials: A variety of How-To Books

Anticipatory Set: The teacher will read How A Book is Made-Aliki and show the pictures as she goes.  

Share/Discuss: Students will be asked a series of questions: How hard do you think it would be to make a book? How many steps do you think were involved? What are some possible pitfalls? 

Model: The teacher will then read one section of How To Make Super Pop-Ups-Joan Irvine. The teacher will model creating the pop-up using the step by step directions. When they are done, they will retell how to make the pop -up in their own words. 

Guided Practice: Students will be given a How-To book with easy to follow steps. They will be required to create the How-To project in a given number of minutes. When this is completed, students will retell the directions to another student, and have them see if they can complete the How-to Task.

Closure: What were the important components of the How-To Book?  Was your book easy to follow? Were you able to complete the task?

Day Three

How-To Workshops

Students will have signed up on Day One for three workshops. These workshops include things like learning to juggle, how to start a campfire, how to prepare a newscast and how to create journals. Local celebrities, community members, parents and teachers will present these workshops. During this day, students will attend two of the workshops that they signed up for. Students will fill out a feedback form at the end of the workshop explaining what they have learned, as well as asking any questions they might have. 

For Homework, students will be asked to write thank you notes to the people who presented, sharing their feeling about the presentation.

Day Four

Materials: Graphic Organizer (see attachment)

Anticipatory Set:The teacher will handout envelopes to groups of students. In the envelopes will be strips of paper with How-To steps. Students will be required to classify the strips into categories 1) steps 2)notes 3)materials, and then put them in order. 

Share/Discuss: Students will be given a chance to share with classmates the categories they created and the steps listed in order.  The teacher will then share the "correct" classification. 

Model: Teachers will present the How-to Graphic organizer on the overhead. The teacher will then use a think aloud to fill in the organizer on a specific skill. 

Guided Practice: Students will be given a graphic organizer. They will be asked to complete the materials section of the organizer first. When this is done, they will share this with a partner. THEY ARE NOT AT ANY POINT TO TELL THE PARTNER WHAT THEIR HOW-TO IS! Then students will be asked to list the steps, in order that need to be completed. This will be shared with a partner when it is completed. 

Closure: Students will exchange their organizer with someone OTHER than who checked the materials and steps. If the student has done a quality job, the new reader should be able to tell the skill they should be learning. 

***Any student who does not have a How-To Organizer that is easy to understand will be required to complete a new organizer for homework and then have it checked by the teacher the following morning.

Day Five

Materials: Computer, Steps to Use Power Point (see attachment)

Hook: The teacher will show a How-To Presentation. The first time the teacher will run through the presentation and not stop. When the teacher has completed the presentation, students will be asked to share what they learned. After this is complete, the teacher will then show a different How-To skill. This time, the teacher will use a Power Point Presentation to aid with her presentation. Students will again be asked to discuss what they learned. 

Share/Discuss: Which presentation did you learn more from? Why?

Anticipatory Set: Students will be given a printed copy of a slide.  Students will discuss in-groups the items that they see on the slide. Through whole class discussion, students will share their items and they will be listed on chart paper. 

Discuss: What would happen if certain parts of a slide were missing?

Closure: Reshow students the slide show on the computer to prove that all parts are important in order for the whole project to be completed successfully.

Day Six

Anticipatory Set: Teacher will show a newspaper that they have made that is all mixed up (title upside down, classifieds on the first page, etc.....). Students will view paper and discuss the problems.

Discuss: The importance of organization.

Model: Teacher will model how to create a slide using cut out pictures, written text and the buttons.

Guided Practice: Students will prepare the way they want their first slide to look, this cuts down on the amount of time sitting at the computer. Students will share their slides and get constructive feedback from a partner. When slides are approved/explained to a partner they are ready for computer.

Closure: Why does it make sense to create a slide on paper before on the computer? Why is it important to be organized?

Day Seven

Model: Teacher will model how to create a computer slide. Students will take notes on the process. Teacher will point out common errors (problems with background color, how to change size of buttons, etc.)

Guided Practice: Students will review notes and then mentally rehearse the steps.

Independent Practice: Students will create slides from rough drafts (Day 6) on the computer. Students will peer teach and check for errors and solve problems.

****Teacher will check slides on a daily basis to assist with problems or work with students to complete project.

Day Eight

Anticipatory Set: Teacher will sing the "INTERNET SONG" (see attachment).

Discuss: What did the song explain?

Explanation: how to copy pictures from the Internet. 

Model: How to copy pictures using computer demonstration. Use a think aloud for students to explain to a partner the steps used.

Guided Practice: Split students into groups of 3. Have students record the list of steps that they saw. Compare with another group. Allow students to go onto the computer and try their copy method. Have "peer teachers" help. 

Closure: When students have successfully completed the process, they will be handed a copy of the Internet song to check their steps.

***Peer teachers will have prior knowledge on how to copy before they supervise a group.

Day Nine & Ten

Students will work on creating their Slide shows. Each student will get one hour of time to complete this. They are required to have all materials and steps listed in order. If they have time left, they can add pictures, sound and motions.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 

Day Eleven and Twelve


Students will be conducting a 3-5 minutes presentation based on their How-To skills. This will include using a Power Point Presentation as a visual for the audience and handing out the presentation at the end so that others can practice the new skills they were introduced to. The students will be assessed on their presentation as well as the quality of their books. During the presentations, students will complete a self-evaluation and assess their peers using a feedback form.

Criteria: MINIMUM EXPECTATIONS

· 3-5 minute oral presentation that matches the Power Point Presentation

· presentation is well thought out and makes sense, time has been put into planning

· preparing and providing all necessary materials for presentation

· Power Point Presentation has APPROPRIATE graphics, color, font, and sounds

· Handouts of slides are presented to students for notetaking or to be used as a supplement after the presentation

 

HOW-TO Rubric

PRIVATE
Level
Creativity/

Organization
Criteria
Mechanics

4
Student presentation is neat in appearance, ideas are presented in an orderly fashion, animation and extras such as sound were used, creatively presents materials 
Student has created a project that exceeds the expectations set 
Student makes very few mechanical errors

3
Student presentation has most ideas presented in an orderly fashion, animation is present, material is presented in a user friendly format 
Student has met the expectations set
Student makes some mechanical errors, but errors do not interfere with understanding

2
Student presentation has some ideas are acceptable but are not presented in an orderly fashion, animation is missing or incomplete, format and information is not easy to follow 
Student has partially met the expectations set
Student makes many mechanical errors, but understanding is possible

1
Student project is incomplete, there is no animation, material scattered or not present 


Student has not met the expectations set
Student makes mechanical errors that interfere with understanding

 Created by Kim Wells and Melissa Stanek

HOW-TO-Public Speaking

PRIVATE
Level
Eye Contact
Voice
Posture

3

Proficient
Student looks at audience while speaking
Student speaks clearly with emphasis and appropriate pauses
Student demonstrates good posture and includes gestures as needed

2

Apprentice
Student makes some eye contact with the audience
Student speaks clearly but with no expression
Student does not always demonstrate good posture or include gestures

1

Novice
Student rarely look at the audience while speaking
Student speaks in an erratic manner (too slow, too fast, mumbles)
Student demonstrates poor posture and no gestures. 

Created by Melissa Stanek

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
Students need to be familiar with the characteristics of the genre fiction.

Students know how to create lists and use Venn Diagrams.

Students are familiar with rubric assessment and criteria sheets.  

MODIFICATIONS
 Students will be provided with graphic organizers to help get them started on their projects. Students who have IEP's will have modifications made as per their IEP. 

 Students with limited skills in technology or in academic areas will be allowed to create a flipbook based on the same criteria. They will use this as their aid for their presentation. 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This mini-unit can be completed in nine or ten days depending on the number of students in the classes involved. Students will work for about an hour a day on assignments. 

 

TECHNOLOGY  

Students will be required to create a Power Point Presentation and incorporate graphics from the Internet (Netscape).

The teacher will use the LCD Projector to display images for students. 

