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OVERVIEW

Real Life 101 is an interdisciplinary unit that will take approximately four weeks to complete. This unit introduces elementary students to real life situations, such as applying for jobs, an d buying cars. Students are put into situations where they must make decisions and follow through with their choices. This unit is both challenging and exciting but allows all students to succeed.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	PRIVATE
Declarative 

Students will…
	Procedural 

Students will…

	· Understand the important components of a resume
	· Create a resume using a template

	· learn the processes for adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing decimals
	· record and identify transactions in a checkbook register

	· learn the reasons for budgeting and prioritizing
	· write checks and balance checkbook

	· understand the importance of keeping good records and keeping materials organized
	· organize materials using a specific format

	· understand basic needs vs. basic wants
	· complete either a college application or a job application

	· learn how to write quality questions 
	· use notetaking strategies to record during a presentation 

	· understand the skills that are necessary in order to have a successful interview
	· participate in a mock interview 

	· understand the concepts involving insurance and credit cards
	· apply problem solving strategies

	· learn how to use different sections of a newspaper to find out about job opportunities,  housing, transportation,  and education
	· 

	· learn how to budget money to fulfill obligations
	· 

	· learn how to balance a checkbook and write checks
	· 

	· develop a list of things they would like in their lives
	· 

	· prioritize their wants and find ways to make them happen
	· 

	· Determine what makes up a healthy diet
	· Plan a weeks worth of meals

	· Utilize the internet to explore different educational and career opportunities
	· 


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

1. Why is it important to think about "grown up things" when you are just a kid?

2. How can the skills taught in school be applied in real life?

3. Why is it important to have a plan for the future?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 

 Standard 3 - Mathematics 

Students will understand mathematics and become mathematically confident by communicating and reasoning mathematically, by applying mathematics in real-world settings, and by solving problems through the integrated study of number systems, geometry, algebra, data analysis, probability, and trigonometry. 

1. Students use mathematical reasoning to analyze mathematical situations, make conjectures, gather evidence, and construct an argument. 

Students: 

· apply a variety of reasoning strategies.  

1. Students use number sense and numeration to develop an understanding of the multiple uses of numbers in the real world, the use of numbers to communicate mathematically, and the use of numbers in the development of mathematical ideas. 

Students: 

· understand, represent, and use numbers in a variety of equivalent forms (integer, fraction, decimal, percent, exponential, expanded and scientific notation).  

1. Students use mathematical operations and relationships among them to understand mathematics. 

Students: 

· add, subtract, multiply, and divide fractions, decimals, and integers. 

1. Students use measurement in both metric and English measure to provide a major link between the abstractions of mathematics and the real world ion order to describe and compare objects and data. 

Students: 

· estimate, make, and use measurements in real-world situations. 

· use statistical methods and measures of central tendencies to display, describe, and compare data. 

· explore and produce graphic representations of data using calculators/computers. 

1. Students use ideas of uncertainty to illustrate that mathematics involves more than exactness when dealing with everyday situations. 

Students: 

· use estimation to check the reasonableness of results obtained by computation, algorithms, or the use of technology. 

· use estimation to solve problems for which exact answers are inappropriate.  

Standard 2 - Information Systems 

 Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies. 

1. Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning. 

Students: 

· use a range of equipment and software to integrate several forms of information in order to create good quality audio, video, graphic, and text-based presentations. 

· systematically obtain accurate and relevant information pertaining to a particular topic from a range of sources, including local and national media, libraries, museums, governmental agencies, industries, and individuals.  

2. Knowledge of the impacts and limitations of information systems is essential to its effective and ethical use. 

 Students: 

· understand the need to question the accuracy of information displayed on a computer because the results produced by a computer may be affected by incorrect data entry.  

Standard 7 - Interdisciplinary Problem Solving 

 Students will apply the knowledge and thinking skills of mathematics, science, and technology to address real-life problems and make informed decisions. 

1. The knowledge and skills of mathematics, science, and technology are used together to make informed decisions and solve problems, especially those relating to issues of science/technology/society, consumer decision making, design, and inquiry into phenomena. 

Students: 

· make informed consumer decisions by seeking answers to appropriate questions about products, services, and systems; determining the cost/benefit and risk/benefit tradeoffs; and applying this knowledge to a potential purchase. 

· design solutions to real-world problems of general social interest related to home, school, or community using scientific experimentation to inform the solution and applying mathematical concepts and reasoning to assist in developing a solution. 

1. Solving interdisciplinary problems involves a variety of skills and strategies, including effective work habits; gathering and processing information; generating and analyzing ideas; realizing ideas; making connections among the common themes of mathematics, science, and technology; and presenting results. 

 Students participate in an extended, culminating mathematics, science, and technology project.The project would require students to: 

· work effectively 

· gather and process information 

· generate and analyze ideas 

· present results 

ELA

Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

 Students: 

· interpret and analyze information from textbooks and nonfiction books for young adults, as well as reference materials, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, graphs, charts, diagrams, and electronic data bases intended for a general audience compare and synthesize information from different sources 

· use a wide variety of strategies for selecting, organizing, and categorizing information distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information and between fact and opinion 

· relate new information to prior knowledge and experience 

1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

 Students: 

· produce oral and written reports on topics related to all school subjects 

· use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts 

· use standard English for formal presentations of information, selecting appropriate grammatical constructions and vocabulary, using a variety of sentence structures, and observing the rules of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

 

Standard 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 

1. Listening and reading to analyze and evaluate experiences, ideas, information, and issues requires using evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives and recognizing the difference in evaluations based on different sets of criteria. 

Students: 

· analyze, interpret, and evaluate information, ideas, organization, and language from academic and nonacademic texts, such as textbooks, public documents, book and movie reviews, and editorials 

· understand that within a group there are many different points of view depending on the particular interests and values of the individual, and recognize those differences in perspective in texts and presentations (e.g., in considering whether to let a new industry come into a community, some community members might be enthusiastic about the additional jobs that will be created while others are concerned about air and noise pollution that could result.) 

Standard 4 - Language for Social Interaction 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction. 

1. Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of different ages, genders, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations. 

Students: 

· listen attentively to others and build on others' ideas in conversations with peers and adults 

· express ideas and concerns clearly and respectfully in conversations and group discussions 

· use verbal and nonverbal skills to improve communication with others. 

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

1. Students will be given the handout SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT. Students will be asked to fold a piece of notebook paper into 3 equal columns. The columns will be labeled self, group, all. Students will be put on the clock for 5 minutes to read through and respond to the questions individually, using the self column to record their responses. After, students will be put in groups of 3-4. Students will be put on the clock for 10 minutes, during which students will share their responses and record any changes in feelings in the group column. This time is to be used for productive discussion! At the conclusion of this, the teacher will act as a facilitator for group discussion in which all students will be given a chance to share their answers. Once again, students will be allowed to change their responses, following discussion.

2. The teacher will handout manila file folders. Students will be given a copy of the rubrics and checklists that will be used for assessment, as well as be given a detailed explanation of the unit and expectations. Students will be asked to think about any skills and any talents they have.  

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
Days 1-13 will be assessed by teacher observation, checking of folders where students will keep work, using the In My Folder Checklist, and by reading and checking mathematical operations and written pieces.
DAY ONE

Anticipatory Set: Students will be asked to share with a peer the answers to the following questions: What do you want to be doing 5 years from now? 10 years from now? 30 years from now? How will you attain these goals? What skills do you have that will help you reach your goals? 

Share/Discuss: Students will be given a chance to share the ideas they developed. 

Model: The teacher will explain that they wanted to be an elementary school teacher. In order to do that, they had to fill out college applications, go to college, graduate from college, apply for jobs, get interviews and SELL herself during the interview process. The teacher will write this process as a flow chart on the overhead so that students who are planning on following a similar path can see the process that is involved. The teacher will then tell of a friend who had a similar situation, they wanted to be a worker at a special company. In order to do this, they had to fill out several applications for jobs, get interviews and then SELL herself during the interviews. The teacher will again write this in a flow chart. From here the teacher will model how to fill out the Graphic Organizer- I Want…. (see attachment #2).

Independent Practice: Students will fill out the graphic organizer I WANT.

Closure: Students will discuss some of the things they would like, what they need in order to obtain them and then how much, if anything, it will cost. 

TEACHER NOTE: THIS WILL HELP DETERMINE IF YOU STUDENT WANTS TO GET SOME TYPE OF SCHOOL PAST HIGH SCHOOL OR IF THEY ARE READY TO ENTER THE WORK FORCE.

DAY TWO

Anticipatory Set: Students will be given the following scenario: You are about to begin your new life.  In order for you to be accepted into the group KWOB, you must be able to list all of the important things about you.  If you are successful, you will be asked to join the KWOB’s at their meeting on Friday.  If you fail, you will be sent to the end of the line to wait for an opening.

Share/Discuss: Students will be given a chance to share the ideas they developed. 

Model: The teacher will explain that once she went to college and was ready to look for a job, she had to create a resume that would highlight some of her skills. The teacher will show a sample resume on the overhead (see attachment #3). The teacher will highlight the categories and discuss what is in each one. 

Guided Practice: Students will be given a hard copy of a resume template (see attachment #4) They will be required to fill in as much as they can in class. If they need assistance with dates, they may complete that at home.

Independent Practice: THIS CAN BE DONE AT ROTATING TIMES DURING THE REST OF THIS UNIT-Students will use a Microsoft Word template to word process and print their resume.

Closure: Students will discuss as a class the important categories on a resume and why creating a resume is important.

TEACHER NOTE…………………The next few the days are listed as Station 1a, 1b, 2, and 3.  They can be taught in small groups at different times, depending on the technology availability and the number of teachers involved. 

Station 1a

COLLEGE BOUND?
See Attachment #5

1. Students will be given a map of the world, the United States and New York. They will first determine the geographical region they would like to attend school in. 

2. Once this is complete, students will be asked to choose a specific College or University. If they know this already, they will move on to list the college or University. If not, they may use college brochures and the Internet- http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/cosearch.htm  to explore the region they were interested in. 

3. Students will then go to the web site or use the brochures to determine the area they would like to study.

4. Students will complete the questionnaire College Bound (see attachment)
5. Once this is completed, students will complete a mock college application (found at http://ecollegeapps.com/) 

Station 1B

Career Bound
1. Handout the Questionnaire Career Bound

2. Have students fill out the questionnaire.

3. Once this is done, students will be able to access the Syracuse Herald Journal, Herald American, the Oneida Daily Dispatch, or look online at     to find job that is similar to what they are looking for at www.jobs.com

4. Once this is completed, students will complete a mock job application that can be gotten from local businesses or a sample is found at http://www.wrfire.org/app.htm .

Station 2

Apartment vs. House

1. Handout the Questionnaire Apartment vs. House.

2. Have students fill out the questionnaire.

3. Once this is done, students will be able to access the Syracuse Herald Journal as well as the Oneida Daily Dispatch to find an apartment or house that is similar to what they are looking for.

4. Students will record on the bottom of their sheet the houses/apartments they found, the cost, location and any extras.

THIS INFORMATION WILL BE USED WHEN STUDENTS FINALLY GET THEIR JOBS!

Station 3

TIME TO DRIVE!!!

1. Handout the Questionnaire TIME TO DRIVE!!! Have students fill out the questionaire.

2. Once this is done, students will be able to access the Syracuse Herald Journal, Herald American, the Oneida Daily Dispatch, and AutoTrader to find a car that they are interested in.
3. Students will record on the bottom of their sheet the cars they found, the cost, and any extras.
THIS INFORMATION WILL BE USED WHEN STUDENTS FINALLY GET THEIR JOBS!

DAY 8

Students will turn in their resume and completed applications. Teachers will use this day to assign students to either the college bound group or the career bound group, based on their applications and resumes. Students will be given times for interviews. These interviews will be done in 3 minutes intervals by a variety of teachers in the school. Teachers will have ask 3 questions: 

College Track- Why do you want to attend our school? What do you have to offer our school? What are your best qualities?

Career Group-Why should we hire you? What are your best qualities? What do you think makes someone a good worker?

The next day, there will be congratulations letters in envelopes. Students who are accepted to college will have to find the specific web site for the college or university they chose and fill in a short survey about the college, including where it is located, how many students attend, etc…. Students who are accepted for a particular job will then go to www.jobs.com and find the description of a job that is similar to the one they were hired for. They will fill out a similar survey. 

Students who were not accepted to a college or did not get a job will meet with the teacher to discuss their areas of weakness and then be given a chance to redo the parts where they had difficulty. 
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GUEST SPEAKERS

This will take the place of formal lessons. The guest speakers will share information with students. Students will be in small groups and rotate to hear all of the guests. 

INSURANCE

(2 Speakers)

Most students are not familiar with the idea of health, homeowners or auto insurance. A representative from Blue Cross and Blue Shield and a local insurance agent will come and discuss, at two separate times, the reasons why car insurance and health insurance are so important. The health insurance speaker will explain three different plans. The car insurance speaker will given actual quotes based on the cars students have chosen. Once students find the plans they want AND can afford, they will record on their It's Pay Day! Sheets.

THE CABLE GUY

Because most students live and breathe television, this lesson involves an actual presenter. A guest speaker from Time Warner comes to class. He discuss with students how basic and digital cable works. Then he explains to students several of the different cable plans that are available. Until this point, students in elementary school do not often realize the cost of this "extra". Students will use this information to determine which plan they would like AND can afford. This information will be recorded on their It's Pay Day! Sheets. 

DAY 10

The Phone Bill and Nimo

Anticipatory Set: Students will be given sample bills that belong to several teachers in the school. Students will be asked to make some generalizations about the bills. Students will then be asked to think about the following: DO you live in a house or apartment? Do you have a roommate? Do you have air conditioning? Do you get cold easily? Do you like to talk on the phone? Where do the people you talk to live? 

Discuss/Share: In small groups
Model: The teacher will use the information he/she has gathered about living arrangements. The teacher will write on the overhead, I will live in a four-bedroom house. The teacher will then find the bill that is most similar to her housing arrangements. She will model how to read the bar graph from the past year to determine the average amount of money spent. She will record her findings on the It's Pay Day! Sheet. 

Guided Practice: Students will find the bill most similar to their living arrangements, find the average and record their findings. 

Model: The teacher will use the information he/she has gathered about phone use. The teacher will write on the overhead, I call my dad everyday, in Syracuse, my friend in Connecticut once a month for an hour and my sister every two weeks in Virginia. The teacher will then find the bill that is most similar to her calling patterns. She will model how to read the local and long distance portion of the phone bill. Once she has estimated how much her bill will be, she will record her findings on the It's Pay Day! Sheet. 

Guided Practice: Students will find the bill most similar to their predicted calling patterns, view the local and long distance portions, estimate their bill and record their findings.

Closure: In partners, students will look at their It's Pay Day! Sheet with a friend. They will determine, without actually calculating, if they will have enough money based on all of their monthly expenses. 

DAY 11

FIGURING IT OUT!
Anticipatory Set: Students will be given a check for their bi-weekly wages. They will record this number in their It's Pay Day! Sheet. 

Model: The teacher will model how to add all expenses, write checks and use a checkbook register. 

Guided Practice: Students will add all expenses, write checks and fill-in and calculate the checkbook register. 

Closure: Did you have enough money?


DAY 12

Planning a Menu

Anticipatory Set: Students will be given grocery inserts and be out on the clock for three minutes. In this time, they will be asked to generate a list of groceries they would like.

Share/Discuss

Model: The teacher will model how to plan a menu for four people for a week. She will use the inserts and graphic organizer to record information. The teacher will determine the amount of money needed and then add the information to the It's Pay Day! Sheet.

Guided Practice: Students will complete the task just modeled.

Closure: What differences were there when you could chose any foods compared to feeding a family?
DAY 13

Students will complete the It's Pay Day! Sheet and begin the culminating performance. 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 

Students will be required to prepare a binder of all of the work they have completed. The binder will be structured like their folders, but will have an added written piece at the beginning of each section. For example, if the student was accepted to go to college, they would write a short paragraph explaining how they felt once they were accepted as well as a review of this section of the unit. Each section will be structured in the same format. All written pieces will be word-processed. The bold-faced type will be required on all written pieces.

SAMPLE

Section: Resume




Date Completed: 12/04/00

Personal Feeling about Resume Section: 


I enjoyed creating my resume. It made me realize all of the talents that I really have. I have learned that as I begin to get into middle school and high school, how important it is to get involved in activities and participate in as much as I can. Until now, I didn't know that anyone ever looked at what I did in school, other than my grades of course. I look forward to creating a resume as I look for a job.

Review on Resume Section: 


I liked this part of the unit. I had a difficult time at first using the template, but I stuck with it. I can see why this has to be the first part of this unit. This is what everything else is based on. While this was not as fun as some of the other areas in this unit, I did see the purpose for creating a resume. 


When it is time to hand in the binders, the students will meet one on one with the teacher to grade their product. This will give the teacher and student time to discuss all aspects of the unit. While the one-one discussions are taking place, students will be writing an information piece for the teacher. This piece will be hand written and will not be assessed formally. This paper will be constructive criticism for the teacher based on the unit. This is where some of the best ideas for change come from! 

BINDER

	
	   Element #1

Content
	Element #2

Presentation
	Element #3

Mechanics and Spelling

	4
	· Shows a sound understanding of the concepts taught, understands their significance and  has all necessary pieces


	· Neat in appearance

· Ideas presented in an orderly fashion, paragraphs are easy to follow
	· Writing is free of mechanical, spelling and grammatical errors

	3
	· Shows some understanding of the concepts taught, understands their significance and  has most necessary pieces
	· Neat in appearance

· Most ideas presented in an orderly fashion, paragraphs are easy to follow
	· A few mechanical, spelling and grammatical errors

	2
	· Shows little understanding of the concepts taught, may not understand their significance and  has most necessary pieces
	· Some ideas flow, but some areas are lacking order

· Format is not easy to follow

· Paragraphs may be missing parts or may not make sense
	· Many mechanical, spelling and grammatical errors

	1
	· Shows little understanding of the concepts taught, does not understand their significance and  has few necessary pieces
	· Project incomplete

· Material in no apparent order

· Paragraphs cannot be followed-makes little or no sense


	· Mechanical, spelling and grammatical errors interfere with intended meaning


PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 In order to succeed in this learning experience, students need to be motivated, willing to learn and be open for new and challenging tasks. Students must have some familiarity with the newspaper, graphic organizers, the Internet and the writing process.

 

MODIFICATIONS

Students who have IEP's will have their instructional goals met. This unit is easily adaptable for students who are ahead or behind their classmates. By having the teacher edit tasks, switch time frames and help students choose their path, every child will be able to succeed. 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 
This unit can be completed in four weeks, as long as computers are working!!!! We spent about and hour a day on this until it was completed. Students also worked independently during morning time and at home. The teacher prep time is about an hour a day, but it is well worth it!

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 The Internet: college sites, career sites, car information, housing information

Word Processor: Resume, culminating paragraphs for binder







