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Title III Technology Literacy Challenge Grant

Learning Experience

 LE Title: Welcome to

                  New York State
Author(s): Deborah Scherzi

                     Kathleen Stewart

Grade Level: 4
School: W. A. Wettel Elementary

Topic/Subject Area: Social Studies
Address: P.O. Box 990

Peterboro Road, Vernon, NY 13476

Email: dscherzi@vvs-wettel.moric.org
          kstewart@vvs-wettel.moric.org
Phone/Fax: 315 – 829 - 3615

Learning Context/Connection to NYS Standards/Essential Questions/Content Knowledge/Procedure/Inst. & Environ. Modifications/Time Required/Resources/Assessment Plan/Student Work/Reflection
LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience
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**Map is available at www.iloveny.state.ny.us/
Students will create a New York State travel brochure of their own, choosing one of the 11 regions featured above, and highlighting the following topics:

· name of geographical region

· accessibility to the region

· noteworthy geographical features

· historical / current places of interest

· economic highlights

Connection to Standards
 Content Area:   Math / Science / Technology

Standard 2 – Information Systems

Students will access, generate, process and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

Students:

· use a variety of equipment and software packages to enter, process, display, and communicate information on different form, using text, tables, pictures, and sound

· access needed information from printed media, electronic databases, and community resources.

Content Area:  ENGLISH / LANGUAGE ARTS

Standard 1 Language for Information and Understanding

 Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 

Students:

· gather and interpret information from children's reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams.

· select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another 

· select and use strategies they have been taught for notetaking, organizing, and categorizing information

Content Area:  Social Studies

Standard 3: Geography 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the independent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the earth's surface. 

1. Geography can be divided into six essential elements which can be used to analyze important historical, geographic, economic, and environmental questions and issues.  These six elements include: the world in spatial terms, places and regions, physical settings (including natural resources), human systems, environment and society, and the use of geography.  (Adapted from The National Geography Standards, 1994: Geography for Life)

Students:

· study about how people live, work, and utilize natural resources

· locate places within the local community, State, and nation; 

· identify and compare the physical, human, and cultural characteristics of different regions and people

· investigate how people depend on and modify the physical environment.

This experience ties into 4th grade’s study of the geography, economics, and cultural characteristics of the regions of New York State.

Essential Question

 How does accessibility, geographical features and historical / current places of interest effect the economy of a particular region within New York State?

Content Knowledge: Declarative & Procedural

 Declarative Knowledge

Know the name of a geographical region of NYS

Know noteworthy geographical features of the region

Know historical / current places of interest in the region

Economic highlights of the region

Accessibility to the region

Procedural Knowledge

Take notes

Use Inspiration to web their results 

Use the steps in the writing process

Use the Internet to access book marked web sites for research

Learn to use Microsoft Publisher to create their brochure 

Copy images from the Internet or clip art packages to illustrate their brochures

Work independently to produce an informative travel brochure focused on one geographical region of NYS

Use the standard MLA citation format for print and non-print material to document their research 

Offer an oral presentation to the class

 

PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions)
 Day 1 - The classroom teacher will introduce the concept of what makes an effective travel brochure, showing examples of past projects created by other classes, and brochures from chambers of commerce around New York State.  This activity will build on their prior knowledge from 3rd grade, where they studied regions of the world and economic influences of climate and geography.  Students will be asked to compare and contrast the effectiveness of these examples.  This will also be discussed in art class as an extending and refining activity.  A variety of brochures will be on display in the classroom, art room and media center.  Students will be quickly shown the program Microsoft Publisher in the media center, so that they can begin to visually plan their project.  Additional instruction will be given by the media specialist when the students are ready to start typing their projects in the computer lab. 

Day 2- 4 - Students will then begin to research a region of New York State using a variety of print and electronic resources available in the media center and on the Internet.  Remote access to some selected web sites, as well as additional Internet reference sites (www.iloveny.com) will be given to the students.  A printed template of the brochure will be made available for the class to use.  This will assist them in the planning of their final published projects. Peer editing will occur in the classroom and during library classes. As they research their geographic area, students will use the accepted MLA citation format to record their sources, both print and electronic.  After they complete their research, students will use Inspiration or Kidspiration to create a web organizing their information.  (A brief review of the program will be offered as needed.  Most students are already familiar with this computer program.)  This web will be used to help them plan and write their brochures.  Students will complete their writing activities, including pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, and proof reading (the Writing Process) to produce well-constructed informational texts. 

Day 5 - Students will go the computer lab to begin to create a New York State travel brochure of their own, highlighting the following topics:

· name of geographical region

· accessibility to the region

· noteworthy geographical features

· historical / current places of interest

· economic highlights

 At this time the class will receive additional instruction in using Publisher 2000, particularly the “Works Wizard” to create a three-panel brochure.   This instruction will take place during their scheduled library classes. A sample template of a brochure will be given to each student to assist them in planning their project.  They will then use Microsoft Publisher to create their final project.  

Day 8 - Using their brochure, they will give the class a brief informative talk detailing the many places of interest in their region.  Their classmates will assume the roles of developers who wish to invest in an area of NYS.  Each student will, through their presentations, try to influence a developer to invest in their region.  A graphic organizer (See attached) will be made available to help the students reach their final decision.  Each student will then write a paragraph detailing the reasons for their final selection.

Final projects will also be displayed during the school’s Social Studies Fair, at which time their schoolmates, teachers and the community will be invited to share their social studies experiences.

Assessment will be in a variety of forms.  Students will be keeping a Project Checklist to help them organize their learning.  The classroom teacher and/or media specialist will review these checklists with each child periodically.  A Citation Checklist will allow students to record their sources as they use them and help them when it is time to create their Works Cited page.  A Writing Rubric, which is the same one used in the classroom and media center for some writing projects, will be used to assess the writing in the brochures.  A technology rubric will be used to assess how well they utilize Microsoft Publisher to create their final project.  A presentation rubric will be used to assess their oral presentation to the class.

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS

Students who are scheduled to go to the Resource Room may work together as a group to complete their assignment.  The Resource Room teacher / aide will assist them and offer appropriate help to the students. Modifications as to the length of the final brochure will be made after conferencing with their teachers.  Their final brochure may be typed either by the students or by their scribes.  Additional assistance will be offered to help the students locate appropriate web sites and graphics.  It will be left to the classroom teacher to determine the form of the final class presentation by the students.

TIME REQUIRED

 The classroom teacher and media specialist spent approximately 2 hours researching appropriate web sites, book marking the sites, and printing out appropriate New York State information for the students.  As many students are able to access the web sites at home, additional time was spent creating a list of sites to be given to the students for home use.  

Three 40-minute library classes were set aside for student research, Internet activity, and introduction to the brochure template.  Students had already received some instruction in the use of Inspiration, Kidspiration and Microsoft Publisher at an earlier time.  Students then took their notes to the classroom and, under the direction of the classroom teacher and using one 40 minute block in the computer lab, completed their pre-writing activities and webs.

Once their webs were completed and evaluated, students began typing their brochures in the computer lab.  Approximately 3 40-minute periods were used to complete the typing and printing of their documents.

One library and one 40 minute social studies class was used for oral presentations and the writing of final paragraphs.

Student work was displayed at the school’s Social Studies Fair, and, at a later date, students presented their brochures to the class as their culminating performance.  One 40-minute library class was used for their presentations.

 

RESOURCES

 Students received a list of the regions of New York State; sample brochures; access to Internet computers with book marked sites, including www.iloveny.state.ny.us/; a list of Internet sites that could be accessed from their homes if they had Internet capability; print materials for additional research available in the media center / classroom; a blank Microsoft Publisher brochure template; access to the computer programs Inspiration, Kidspiration, and Publisher; citation checklists; project checklists.

Citation Check List 

Author’s name (last, first) ____________________________________________________

Title____________________________________________________________________

City of publication 


Publishing Company 


Copyright Date _______________________________________________________

URL (Web address) and Date Accessed



Author’s name (last, first) ____________________________________________________

Title____________________________________________________________________

City of publication 


Publishing Company 


Copyright Date _______________________________________________________

URL (Web address) and Date Accessed



New York State Project Checklist (Student Self- assessment)
Name: 
Region:
PRIVATE
Research Started:
Yes 
No 

Notes Taken:
Yes 
No 

Citations Listed:
Yes 
No 

Report Started: 
Yes 
No 

Brochure Started:
Yes 
No 

Graphics Chosen:
Yes 
No 

Writing Rubric – NYS Travel Brochure

(Teacher assessment)

How clearly you organized and expressed your ideas

PRIVATE
4 
Very clearly
3
Somewhat clearly
2
I'm a little confused
1 
Not yet

How well you supported your ideas with examples
PRIVATE
4
Very well - several example for each idea
3 
This is OK! You have an example for each idea.
2 
I only find a few examples to support all of your ideas.
1
Not yet

How interesting and enjoyable your writing is
PRIVATE
4 
I couldn't put it down!
3 
Some good moments. Could be a little livelier!
2 
Needs some zing!
1 
Not yet

How correctly you use grammar, spelling, punctuation and paragraphs
PRIVATE
4 
Great! No errors!
3 
Good job! Only a few mistakes. 
2 
Be sure to edit your work carefully before you turn it in!
1 
Not yet

Microsoft Publisher – NYS Travel Brochure

(Teacher assessment)
How accurately you describe the geographical features, historical /cultural places of interest, economic highlights and accessibility to your region 

PRIVATE
4 Very accurately. Your research is excellent, and you have included information about all 4 required topics.
3 Good job. Your information is mostly accurate. You have included information about 3 of the required topics. 
2 OOPS…you only included 2 of the required topics!
1 Not yet…your information is inaccurate or you only included one of the required topics.

How effectively you organized the information included in your travel brochure 

PRIVATE
4 Very effectively. You’ll have lots of developers coming to build in your region.
3 Somewhat effectively. Developers should find at least a few sites they’d like to visit. 
2 Your prospective developers may be a little confused about good places to visit.
1 Not yet

How well you supported your ideas with illustrations of your region
PRIVATE
4 Very well – at least one picture for each section of your brochure
3 This is OK! You have a picture for most of your sections.
2 You only have one picture in your brochure.
1 Where are your pictures?

How successful you were in printing your brochure

PRIVATE
4 Great job! You did it all on your own. It was printed double sided, landscape, front to back!
3 Good work. You found someone to help you print your document. 
2 OOPS! You needed to print more than one copy because the first was incorrectly printed.
1 Where did you save your work? It didn’t print at all.

How correctly you use grammar, spelling, punctuation and paragraphs
PRIVATE
4 Great! No errors!
3 Good job! Only a few mistakes.
2 Be sure to edit your work carefully before you turn it in!
1 Not yet

Publisher Travel Brochure Rubric – ILOVENY

Presentation to the Developers!

(Teacher assessment)
How clearly you organized and expressed your ideas

4 Very       

     clearly
3 Somewhat 

     clearly
2 I'm a little confused
1  Not yet

How well you supported your ideas with graphics (pictures)

 4 Very well - several graphics for each idea
3  This is OK!  You have a picture for each idea.
2 I only find a few pictures.
1  Not yet

Enunciation, Pace, Projection, Stage Presence

4 Great!  You incorporated all 4 components of public speaking!


3 Good job! You incorporated 3 components of public speaking!
2 This is OK, but you only incorporated 2 components of public speaking.
1 Not yet

You only incorporated 1 component of public speaking.

Developer’s Criteria – establish 4 (Student evaluation tool)

My business is:

3 =   Best Choice


2 = 
OK


1 = Not At All
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ASSESSMENT PLAN
(Include samples of rubrics, checklists, etc.)
 ELA Standard 1 – Speaking and Writing


Rubric for Travel Brochure (See resources)


Writing Rubric (See resources)

 
Project Checklist (See resources)


Presentation Rubric (See resources)


Presentation Graphic Organizer

ELA Standard 1 – Listening and Reading


Citation / Bibliography Checklist (See resources)


Project Checklist (See resources)


Teacher Observation / conferencing


Presentation Graphic Organizer

SS Standard 3 – Understanding the interdependent world…


Writing Rubric (See resources)


Project Checklist (See resources)


Citation Checklist (See resources)


Presentation Rubric (See resources)

MST Standard 2 – Information Systems – Students will…generate…information using appropriate technologies…


Rubric for Travel Brochure (See resources)


Citation Checklist (See resources)


Teacher Observation


Presentation Rubric (See resources)

STUDENT WORK
(Include samples of student work showing different levels of performance)
 Student Brochures, showing performance levels from highest to lowest.
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REFLECTION

 
Students became independent learners as they explored new computer programs, Inspiration and Publisher 2000.  Cooperative learning occurred in the classroom and media center as those students that quickly learned these two programs shared their expertise with other classmates.  They learned how to use technology to accomplish real-world tasks as they became part of a “Chamber of Commerce”.  They quickly realized that “blah brochures” wouldn’t attract developers to their region.  Changes were made as they shared and compared their thoughts and ideas with their classmates.  Students were excited as their final, colorful brochures came off the “printing press”.  


A change that was made to improve this experience was including students as assessors in addition to the teachers.  Having them assume the role of developers gave a real world quality to the entire activity, and made for some spirited conversation during the presentations.  


This was a project in which all students were able to find at least one section in which to excel.  Some were able to quickly learn Publisher and could help their classmates.  These core students were in continual demand!  Others were able to suggest pictures or reference sources to those having some trouble finding sufficient information.  And those students who are natural hams were able to shine as they went before the “board of developers” to sell their region for tourism.  


The changes that were made to improve this experience were well worth the extra time and effort.  The additional assessment pieces gave the students a format to follow throughout the project, and they were able to assess themselves at each step.  For many, that ability helped them achieve a higher level of learning and create an exemplary finished product.  
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