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OVERVIEW
In this unit students will learn to follow written directions and write 4 step directions.  They will increase their knowledge of verbs and learn to punctuate dialogue.  This unit is designed to teach some of the tested skills in the 3.2 basal reader Celebrate, Theme 4, “What’s Cooking?” (Houghton Mifflin’s  Invitations to Literacy Series,  2001).  The literature in the theme includes Tony’s Bread by Tomie dePaola, Halmoni and the Picnic    by Sook Nyul Choi , “Ribsy and the Roast” (an excerpt from Henry and Beezus by Beverly Cleary)  and “Spaghetti! Spaghetti!” and “I’d Never Eat a Beet”  by Jack Prelutsky.  

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 Students will know that:

Directions must be read carefully and followed in order.
	 Students will be able to:
Identify verbs in sentences.

	 When writing directions, they must be specific and in correct order.
	 Follow  sequential directions to complete a task.

	 Many verbs are action words and are the main word in the predicate part of a sentence.
	 Write 4 step directions for a task.

	 Dialogue is “talk written down” and must be punctuated correctly.
	 Write dialogue with correct punctuation.

	 
	 

	 
	 


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 What do students need to do in order to follow written directions successfully?

What do students need to do in order to write directions successfully?

 What is a verb?

How is written dialogue punctuated?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 

ELA Standard #1.1

· Read and understand written directions
· Use graphic organizers to record significant details from informational texts
ELA Standard #1.2

· Produce clear, well-organized written directions

· Use basic punctuation correctly, such as quotation marks

ELA  Standard #1.3

· Speak to share data, facts , and ideas in a read-aloud situation
ELA Standard #2.2

· Write original imaginative text by using dialogue to create a short play
ELA Standard #3.1

· Evaluate content by identifying important and unimportant details
ELA  Standard #4.3

· Listen respectfully and responsively

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 As a hook into the unit, students will sample several different kinds of bread.  Then they will be asked to link their prior knowledge by thinking about what they know and what they want to know about how bread is made.  They will use collaboration by participating in a paired verbal fluency activity as follows:

1. Students are paired and identified as #1 and #2 in the pair.

2. #1 talks while #2 writes about the above topic.

3. #2 talks while #1 writes.

4. Conclude with a class discussion about what students know and want to know about the topic. 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order, including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge. 
Day 1
Students will construct meaning about verbs through the concept attainment strategy. Instead of being told that verbs are action words, they will figure it out through the following steps:

1. The teacher lists examples and non-examples on the board; words that are verbs in one column and words that are not verbs in another column.  As the lists are written, students try to figure out the defining attribute of the words in the examples column.

2. Present more examples and non-examples so the students can test their hypotheses.  Have them state their hypotheses.

3. Students then identify examples and non-examples.

4. Students develop a description of the concept- that many verbs are action words.

Students will then complete a cut and glue worksheet in which they cut out examples and non-examples of verbs and glue them in the correct column.

Day 2
Teach the students the following song:

Verbs in Action (sung to the tune of The Farmer in the Dell)

All action words are verbs,  They make writing superb, Heigh-ho, the derry-o, All action words are verbs.

A verb tells what you do,  Like jump or swim or chew,  Heigh-ho, the derry-o, A verb tells what you do.

Each sentence must have one, The verb adds all the fun,  Heigh-ho, the derry –o, Each sentence must have one.

Day 3
The class will make bread and eat it.  (Check to be sure no student has food allergies.) The recipe should be written on chart paper with the ingredients listed first and the steps numbered.  After each stage in the process, students will brain storm a list of the  appropriate verbs that describe their actions and the actions of the bread dough as they make and eat the bread.  These verbs should be written on a chart and posted in the room.  

Day 4
Extending and Refining
Shaping-Working together with the bread making directions, students will practice identifying the verbs in the directions.

Day 5
Assessment-identifying verbs  Students will complete page 5 in the Literacy Activity Book.    They will circle the verbs in the directions.

(Celebrate, Houghton Mifflin, Invitations to Literacy, 2001)

Day 6

The teacher will think aloud as he/she constructs a model for listing ingredients and writing step-by-step directions for making  “ants on a log”.  (a piece of celery, filled with peanut butter with raisins on top) He/she will list the ingredients and write down each step on a large graphic organizer as the snack is made.  Students will then be allowed to make their own “ants on a log” by following the directions on the graphic organizer. Provide celery, peanut butter, and raisins.
Day 7
Review the format of the bread recipe and “ants on a log” instructions that students have already used.  Discuss the fact that the ingredients are listed, then the steps to follow are listed sequentially.  Show the students a picture of an ice cream sundae or have them recall sundaes they have eaten.  Provide students with a list of ingredients that will be available to them.  Using the list and a graphic organizer, students will write directions for making an ice cream sundae that they would like to eat.

 Day 8
Students will follow directions that were written by one of their classmates on Day 7 to create the sundae for that student.

Day 9

Extending and Refining:  Abstracting  Show students a puppet on a stick (made from a paper plate with a face drawn on it, yarn hair, etc. glued to a Popsicle stick).  Students will list materials and steps that must be followed to make a puppet on a stick.

Assessment for following directions: Theme skills test pages 60-61, Integrated theme test page 10   (3.2 basal, Houghton Mifflin Invitations to Literacy)
Day 10
Students will make the puppet on a stick, following the directions, which they wrote on day 9.
Day 11

Students will construct meaning about punctuating dialogue through the concept attainment strategy.  Using the overhead projector, show students examples and non-examples of dialogue sentences.  (See Day 1 for steps in the process.)  Example-  “Come here Spot, “ yelled Tom.   Non-example- Tom wants Spot to come. Students will develop the hypotheses that the examples are talk that is written down and it is punctuated in a specific way.  Familiarize students with the term “quotation marks.”

Display an overhead of page 44, paragraphs 2-6 from “Halmoni and the Picnic” (Houghton Mifflin 3.2 basal Celebrate) or other appropriate text with dialogue.  The teacher reads the text aloud with proper expression.  The teacher then does a think aloud as he/she analyzes the text to point out how dialogue is punctuated.  Then have students identify all the punctuation marks in the passage, making sure they know the names of each mark.  To give students practice in naming the punctuation marks, the teacher will read the dialogue aloud, pausing at each punctuation mark so the students can name it.

Students will then practice doing this with a partner, choosing pages from the text with dialogue; taking turns with one reading and one naming the punctuation marks.

If using the Houghton Mifflin basal, suggest pages; 20,23,26, 29, 30, 47, or 48.

Day 12

Students will practice adding quotation marks to sentences by doing pages 36 and 37 in the Literacy Activity Book.  

Day 13

The teacher will display the following sentences on a chart:

“The house is on fire!” said Mary.

“I am so happy!” said John.

“I fell and broke my arm, “ said Sam.

“Will you help me?” said Amanda.

Discuss the fact that each sentence contains the verb said.   Using collaboration, the students will brainstorm more interesting verbs to replace the word “said” in each sentence.  List the students suggestions on a chart.  Then students will use the verbs to practice writing dialogue sentences, punctuating them correctly.  Each student will choose one of their sentences to copy on a sentence strip, gluing on elbow macaroni for quotation marks and  commas.

Day 14

Using collaboration, students will work with a partner to write a dialogue for their paper plate puppets to perform.  The dialogue will contain at least 6 sentences, with at least one question and one exclamation.

Extending and Refining- Abstracting  
Using transparencies of selected students’ dialogues, students will do an error analysis to check for correct punctuation, especially correct use of quotation marks and commas.

Day 15

Assessment- Students will complete a worksheet  which consists of 10 dialogue sentences which need to be punctuated.  

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Rubric for written directions for paper plate puppet
	Task Component
	4 Points Each
	3 Points Each
	2 Points Each
	1 Point Each

	Ingredients/ Materials
	Lists all necessary ingredients/materials
	Lists most necessary ingredients/materials
	Lists few necessary ingredients/materials
	Does not list ingredients/materials

	Directions
	Includes all necessary information
	Includes most necessary information
	Includes some necessary information/may include unnecessary information
	Includes so few pieces          of information            directions can not                be followed

	Organization
	Lists all steps in correct order
	Lists most steps in correct order
	Lists few steps in correct order
	Steps not listed in          correct order

	Mechanics
	Used correctly
	Used correctly most of the time
	Used correctly some of the time
	Used incorrectly


PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Students should have the ability to read at a third grade reading level, have some experience with taking notes on a graphic organizer, and have knowledge of how to use periods, question marks and exclamation marks in their writing.

MODIFICATIONS

Students with IEPs will have appropriate modifications.  (i.e. scribe, extended time, etc.)  For example, a scribe could be used for the writing directions activities and students can listen to the literature selections on tape.
UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
Three to four weeks

TECHNOLOGY USE

· Students will find recipes on the internet or bring a favorite from home to create a class cookbook.  Suggested sites:
 
Verybestbaking.com      breadworld.com   verybestkids.com

· Students will use a word processing program to publish the cookbook.
· Students will search the web to find samples of restaurant menus.
· Students can use the computer to write dialogue for paper plate puppets.
 

 

