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OVERVIEW

This  three week interdisciplinary unit on Canada addresses numerous New York State standards in a hands on, student centered manner.  Its centerpiece is a WebQuest that allows students to experience researching on the internet in a controlled manner.  Students will be immersed in reading, writing, researching, and creating, as they learn about America’s neighbor to the north.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

Declarative
Procedural


Provinces of Canada - locations, capitals, and basic facts 

Research procedures


Geographical features of Canada and how they impact life in Canada

Complete a WebQuest


Canada’s government and how it compares to the United States

Write a Compare / Contrast Essay


Famous Canadians








ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· How does Canada’s geography and government compare and contrast to that of the United States?


Who are some historical/famous Canadians and how have they contributed to society?










CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS

(List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicators or Benchmarks.)

ELA Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding – Students will listen, read, write and speak to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely, and comprehensibly.
· present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts (assessed through brochure)
· use a few traditional structures for conveying information such as chronological order, cause and effect, and similarity and difference (assessed through compare/contrast rubric)
· observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structures appropriate to written forms. (Assessed through brochure rubric)
SS Standard 3 – Geography – Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live – local, national, and global,-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the Earth’s surface.

· Study about how people live, work, and utilize natural resources (assessed using teacher observation and Venn diagram)
· Identify and compare the physical, human, and cultural characteristics of different regions and people  (assessed using teacher observation and class discussion)
INITIATING ACTIVITY

1. Launch into this unit playing songs from Shania Twain, Celine Dion, and Bryan Adams.  What do these singers all have in common?  (All are Canadians!) 

2. Students, using Think, Pair, Share strategy, will complete the K and W columns on a KWL chart based on Canada.  The following topics will be given to help stimulate thinking: geography, government, famous Canadians, weather, history, historical sites.  Distill paired ideas into a large class KWL that can be posted for reference and refining.  

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

(In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 

experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.)

Acquisition Experience: #1  “Canadian Cartagraphy” 

The focus on this initial acquisition lesson is to help students become aware of Canada’s geographical portrait.  To initiate, read an excerpt from Gary Paulsen’s Hatchet, describing some of Canada’s landscape.  Pass out a blank outlined map of Canada.  Using a variety of resources, have students label major bodies of water, provinces, territories, landforms, etc…When complete, pass out the exact same map, only without labels.  Have partners take turns placing a bingo marker on the map to quiz each other on various items.

Acquisition Experience #2  “Weather - school”  

Review with students longitude and latitude, and the impact of each on an area.  Based on the maps from yesterday, ask about predictions concerning Canada’s weather. Assign partnered students a province or territory in Canada.  Have students analyze that area and make a prediction based on geographical data about weather patterns.  Using the Weather Channel website, have students track the temperature and weather for 1 week on a chart.  Results should be graphed (using graphing criteria established earlier in the year) and hung on a bulletin board.  Predictions should be revisited with conclusions drawn. 

Acquisition Experience #3  “Canadian Government”

With a partner students will review components of American government using a graphic organizer in the shape of a TREE.  Another tree will be passed out to each student.  As a class, teacher will go through and discuss the branches of Canada’s government.  To construct meaning on this new material, teacher will use the 3 Minute Pause strategy (stop and share ideas) when necessary to review.

With partner, students will use these trees to complete a Venn Diagram on the similarities and differences between American and Canadian Government.

Procedural  Experience #1  “Compare / Contrast Essay”

Teacher will review with students the steps necessary for writing a compare/contrast essay. A word bank of key words will be on a poster, and students will review proper transitions and paragraphing.  

Using Venn diagrams from yesterday, students will write an essay exploring the similarities and differences of both governments.  Teacher will provide mini lessons as needed.  Students will refer to rubric while drafting.
Acquisition Experience #4 “Canadian Economics”

Using a variety of research materials, locate and identify natural resources of Canada.  Discuss the following questions:

How do these impact Canada’s economy?  What might Canadians do for jobs?  Use 3 Minute Pause to review responses to these questions.  With a partner, create a Venn Diagram to show similarities and differences between Canada and USA regarding natural resources.

Procedural Experience #2   “Famous Canadians”  (2 days)

Have students draw a name from a list of famous Canadians.   Using research materials and fast fact sheet (sheet of basic facts), students will research information about famous Canadians.  At the end, jigsaw students into small groups.  Have each student “teach” about his/her famous Canadian.  As a whole class, classify people into the following categories: scientists, historical people, entertainers, government and sports figures.
Procedural  Experience #3 and Culminating Project  - Canadian WebQuest (1 ½ weeks)

*Note – a copy of this WebQuest is included below.  However, the format has been modified so as to include in this unit.  Please visit the actual website to obtain a copy that is suitable for student.  The WebQuest was written by Jane Matthews at Franklin Community School Cooperation.

Prior to introducing webquest to students, this WebQuest must be bookmarked (www.plainfield.k12.in.us/hschool/webq/webq118/) on all computers.  In addition, teacher should print out a copy of WebQuest directions for each student.  Since this will be accomplished in groups, teacher will want to set up groups ahead of time.  

This first day will be a day for clarification of task and setting up. As a whole class, students need to review WebQuest procedures and safety precautions.  The WebQuest is then launched using the WebQuest initiator.  Next, students read and highlight all pertinent information regarding WebQuest.  Review with students the art of writing persuasively.

Once students are aware of task, they need to begin their quest.  It is essential that the teacher be readily available to assist all students and to provide mini-lessons as necessary.  This would be a wonderful time to have a parent volunteer in, or a consultant teacher. The more adults able to assist, the better.
CANADIAN STUDIES 
WEBQUEST 


CANADIAN PROVINCIAL TOURS 
A WORLD CLASS TRAVEL COMPANY
Introduction 
As employees of a reputable travel firm you have been asked to create travel brochures for one of Canada’s provinces. Your team must create an effective, informative, creative and original travel brochure. Each team member will take on a special role and focus on different items about your chosen province. Persuade tourists that your province is THE BEST place to visit. Your classmates and parent visitors will be asked to select a destination package to the province that has the most appeal for them. Be sure your brochure ensures that your province will be the most popular choice. 

Task 
Each group must gather information, and after discussion with other team members, choose to feature only those facts that will appeal to potential visitors. Use plenty of persuasive and descriptive language. Using all available publishing tools, add clip art, word art, scanned or digital photos, and various fonts and type, while designing a clear and visually appealing layout. Each member of the group will take one of the following roles: Historian, Tour Guide, Recreation/Cultural Events Planner, Weather Consultant, or Road Guide. The brochure must contain these items for each role: 

One: Historian 

· Name of province, flag, seal and bird/flower/animal 

· Historical facts and events of interest 


Item Two: Tour Guide 

· Tourist attractions 

· Points of interest 

· Places not to miss 


ItemThree: Recreation/Cultural 
Events Planner 

· Recreation 

· Cultural events 

· Sports 

· Parks 

· Unique qualities and trivia 


Item Four: Weather Consultant 

· Climate by month 

· Best time to travel 

· How to dress for the weather 


Item Five: Road Guide 

· Using a road map give directions from your city to the province’s capital and special landmarks 

· Two or more ways to travel there 


Item Six: Geographer 

· Outline the shape of the province – mark capital city and major landmarks 

· Show what other provinces or bodies of water borders your province 

· Make a key for the capital, major cities, lakes, rivers, mountains, or other points of interest 

Process 
Visit the following websites to locate facts, figures, maps, and images for your brochure. Be sure and choose only the most remarkable features that will intrigue and entice visitors to visit. Not every fact will be appropriate. Design your brochure so that it is clear, attractive and very persuasive. 

Websites: Places to find information - Search Widely, Then Be Selective
Canadian Digital Collections – Find images and information. 

Arriving and Traveling in Canada Excellent travel and tourist information by province 

Yahoo Provinces Links to much basic information on provinces 

Complete list of Provincial and Territorial Governments Facts galore 

Canada and its provinces – source of geographical place names and links to other information 

Mapquest -Maps and directions 

Canada Weather – current conditions and links to provinces 

Essential Travel Facts by province 

History links by province 

Discovery’s School A-Z Geography – click on first letter of your province name 

Canadian Clip Art – Provincial flags and more 

Britannica.com online encyclopedia 

Evaluation 
The following rubric will be used to evaluate your completed brochure: 

PRIVATE

Beginning
Developing
Accomplished
Points Received

Item and Points
0 point
1 points
2 points


Overall layout of Brochure: Is it attractive, appealing and persuasive to potential visitors?
The layout offers little appeal to potential visitors.
The layout offers a convincing and attractive appeal to potential visitors.
The layout is very persuasive, exciting and attractive to potential visitors.


Selected Features of the Brochure: Does included information offer only unique and most interesting provincial facts. Have several internet and print sources been consulted? Are all six items assigned in the task covered?
A few important items are included. Few (3 or less) sources have been used for research. Some of the six items are included.
Many exciting features included. A good (4-8) amount of sources have been used. There is adequate coverage of the six items assigned in the task
All selected features are appropriate and very appealing. Many (9+)sources have been used in research. All six items are addressed in balance.


Language & Mechanics of the Brochure: Is language of the brochure accurate, persuasive, descriptive and effective? 
 Many grammatical and mechanical errors. Language is uninteresting.
There are few grammatical and mechanical errors. Descriptive and persuasive language is used.
There are very few or no grammatical or mechanical errors. Language is very descriptive and persuasive.


Use of Publishing Technology: Does the brochure take advantage of digital photos, clip art, drawing or word art in an attractive and effective manner?
Brochure uses a single font and type with little or no use of images or word art. Images are pasted in out of context.
There is much variation in font and type with use of an adequate number of images. Images clearly relate to the text.
The brochure makes full use of font, type, and images without overdoing it. Images fully support and compliment the written text.





Total Points:


Conclusion 
By now you have learned much about your Canadian province and how to work as a team member. Were you happy with your final product? What would you do differently next time? Which province was the most popular destination of choice by other classmates and parents? Was this due to that group's effective advertising in their brochure? What other factors might have influenced their decisions? Apply what you have learned to your next project. 

E-mail your questions or comments to Jane Matthews at Franklin Community School Corporation. 
Last updated 7/23/00. 


PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
· Since this unit will be presented at the end of fifth grade, it is assumed that students will be familiar with basic social studies concepts such as: natural resources, geographical terms, longitude/latitude, government, and map skills.  

· It is also assumed that students have basic computer knowledge regarding word processing, researching, and using the internet.  
· Students will have been taught how to write persuasively.
MODIFICATIONS/ADAPTIONS

This unit was designed for a heterogeneous classroom.  Every activity can be modified.  Most activities make use of student dialogue, and teachers can organize student partners as necessary.  A Consultant Teacher would work in well during research phases and the culminating project.  Both teachers will help with the reading, interpreting, and writing components if needed by IEP students. This would allow this unit to be taught in an inclusionary manner, with little or no pull out, depending on IEP specifications.

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN  (time can vary depending on how much of the WebQuest you do, and if you integrate with Language Arts time)

Week 1:  

· Launch activities - Canadian  Singers and Think, Pair, Share using KWL organizer

· Canadian Cartography - mapping activity finding major bodies of water, landforms, provinces and territories

· Weather school - using geographical data to predict weather patterns in Canada.  Using data gathered from internet, students will graph weather and compare to predictions

· Canadian Government - comparing to U.S.A. using graphic organizer and writing an essay

Week Two:
· Famous Canadians research project and jigsaw
· Bulletin board of famous Canadians
· Canadian Economics
· Introduce WebQuest
Week Three:
· WebQuest work and sharing

TECHNOLOGY

· Word processing programs such as Print Master Gold, Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher 

· Web sites for teacher background and student research including:

www.worldbook.com
www.yahooligans.com
www.plainfield.k12.in.us/hschool/webq/webq
Appendix

Compare/Contrast Rubric:

Task Component
4 Points Each
3 Points Each
2 Points Each
1 Point Each

Opening
Creatively begins with an interesting lead that thoroughly identifies the people, places or events as well as the central idea being examined
Begins with an appropriate opening statement that accurately identifies the people, places, events as well as the central idea being examined
Begins with an opening lead that just identifies the people, places or events being examined OR just identifies the central idea
Begins with an opening lead that does not fully identify the people, places or events being examined nor does the lead identify the main idea

Organization
Effectively and accurately organizes the material in the correct compare/contrast pattern
Accurately organizes the material in the correct compare/

contrast pattern
Organizes the material into a compare/contrast pattern but varies the patterns throughout the writing
Material is organized into a pattern that compares the items but does not contrast the items.

Support
Provides well –developed and accurate support (examples, details,

reasons) for each component being examined with the people, places or events
Provides accurate support (examples, details, reasons) for each component being examined with the people, places or events
Provides some support (details, examples, reasons) that is accurate but also has some inaccurate support for the components being examined
Provides little if any support (examples, details, reasons) for the components being examined

Conclusion
Constructs a thorough closure to the writing that follows logically from the opening lead
Constructs an appropriate closure that follows logically from the opening lead
Constructs a closure that somewhat follows logically from the opening lead- may not be fully explained
Constructs a closure that does not follow logically from the opening lead

