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OVERVIEW

This is a primary/ intermediate English/Language Arts unit on Fairytales.  The unit will take about 4 weeks to complete.  This unit will stress the elements of a fairytale.  In this unit students will read for the understanding of the character, setting, and plot points of specific fairytales.  The children will create their own fairytales through the writing process.  With the use of technology, the children will produce a fairytale book complete with illustrations.
 

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 1. elements of a fairytale
 1. write a friendly letter

 2. oral reading skills

 2. compare/contrast elements of fairytales

 
 3. analyze elements of a fairytale

 
 

 
 

 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 


       What are the elements of a fairytale?
 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS


ELA Standard #1- Language for Information and Understanding

Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding.

Elementary- Listening and Reading
1.  Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.

Students will:


Gather and interpret information from children’s reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams.


Select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another.


Make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print, such as prior knowledge about subject.


Support inferences about information and ideas with reference to text features, such as vocabulary and organizational patterns.

Elementary- Speaking and Writing
1.  Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly.

Students:


Present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts.


Use a few traditional structures for conveying information such as chronological order, cause and effect, similarity and difference.


Use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the “writing process”) to produce well-constructed informational texts.


Observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms.

ELA Standard #2- Language for Literacy Response and Expression

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literacy response and expression.

Elementary- Listening and Reading

1. Listening and reading for literacy response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginary texts in every medium, drawing on personal experience and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical, and cultural features of the text.

Students:


Recognize some feature that distinguish the genres and use features to aid comprehension.


Understand the literary elements of setting, character, plot, theme, and point of view and compare those features to other works and to their own lives.


Read aloud accurately and fluently, using phonics and context cues to determine pronunciation and meaning.

Elementary- Speaking and Writing
1. Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content and language of a text.  Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multilayered.

Students:


Create their own stories, poems, songs using elements of the literature they have read and appropriate vocabulary.


Observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, and punctuation.
 

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 As a hook into the unit, students will watch a five minute video clip from Disney’s Snow White.  To link their prior knowledge about fairytales, the students will engage in collaborative Think, Pair, & Share strategies to complete a KWL Activity.
 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
Day 1- KWL Chart-

Materials:  Chart paper, markers

Activity:  The students will, after viewing a 15 minute portion of the video Snow White by Walt Disney, complete the K and W portion of the KWL chart.  The teacher will record on the chart the students’ ideas.

Evaluation:  Completed K&W section of the KWL chart.

Approximate time: Including 15-minute video clip- 45 minutes to 1 hour.

​________________________________________________________________________

Day 2-4   Teach characteristics of Fairytales

Materials:  Computer, copies of fairytales (book form), access to the Internet, Story Web graphic organizer (Once Upon a Time - Mailbox April/May 2001), pencils.

Activity:  Day 2-  The teacher will use the University of Maryland Internet site to locate computer books on fairytales ( See Appendix: B).  Using the Internet site, the teacher will choose one fairytale from the many listed on the main menu.  In cooperative groupings, the students will read the fairytale chosen.  Or, if the Internet is unavailable, the teacher will have multiple copies of Fairytales available for the children’s use.  After reading the fairytale, as a whole group, the teacher will hand out a (Once Upon a Time) graphic organizer that will encompass the elements (See Appendix: C-F) of a fairytale: character, setting, problem and solution.  In a Think Aloud process, the class will complete this project together.

Evaluation:  Completed story web.

Approximate time:  30-40 minutes.

Activity:  Day 3 & 4 -  After the initial exercises, the children in collaborative groupings will read fairytales.  They will choose from the classroom library or computer generated books.  After each fairytale is read they will complete the graphic organizer.

Evaluation:  Completed story web.

Approximate time:  45 minutes – 1 hour per session.

________________________________________________________________________

Days 5-7 - Compare and Contrast two fairytales.

Materials:  Multiple copies of Multi-cultural Cinderella stories in book form or computer generated copies of Multi-cultural stories (See Appendix: A&B), compare/contrast graphic organizer (Toe to Toe -  Mailbox April/May 2001), pencils.

Activity:  Day 5-  The teacher will read to the children a familiar version of Cinderella.  After the reading, in a Think Aloud process,  the teacher and children will discuss the story.

Activity:  Day 6-  The teacher will read orally to the children a multi-cultural version of Cinderella.  The teacher will discuss the story with the class and then the class will complete orally a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting the two stories.

Activity:  Day 7-  The teacher will choose another multi-cultural version of Cinderella either from the computer site Sur La Lune by Heidi Anne Heiner (See Appendix: B) or choose a book from the classroom library.  Using the Venn Diagram graphic organizer, the children will compare and contrast this new story with the first multi-cultural version of Cinderella.

Evaluation:  Completed Venn Diagram

Approximate time:  30-40 minutes per session.

________________________________________________________________________

Days 8-10 - Letter Writing

Materials:  poster paper, markers, The Jolly Postman & Other People’s Letters, paper, pencils, laminating machine.

Previous Activity:  The teacher must be sure that all of the children have heard the story of the Three Little Pigs.

Activity Day 8 - The teacher will read orally to the children the book The Jolly Postman & Other People’s Letters by Janet & Allan Ahlberg.  ISBN# 0-316-020236-2. (c) 1986.  Little, Brown & Co.  Boston/Toronto/London.  In a Think Aloud session the teacher will review the form of a letter: date, greeting, body, closing and signature.  As a large group, the children will write a letter from the Three Pigs to the Big Bad Wolf telling him about his bullying manner.

Evaluation:  Completed friendly letter.

Approximate time:  30 -40 minutes including story time.

Activity Day 9-  The children will pick from the books they have already read, a character and a villain.  They will begin a rough draft of the letter they would write regarding the villain’s behavior.

Activity Day 10- After the rough draft has been read and corrected by their cooperative group and the teacher, the children will begin on their final copy of their letter.  

Evaluation:  The children will in the correct form of a friendly letter, write why the villain’s behavior is inappropriate.

Approximate time:  Three-day sessions-  30-40 minutes.

________________________________________________________________________

Days 11-13 -  Most Wanted Poster
Materials:  Poster paper, pencils, crayons, computers, scanners, fairytale books, laminating machine.

Activity:  Day 11-  In a Think Aloud session the teacher will describe what a Wanted Poster is and what it is used for.  Through a brainstorming session, the children will decide why the character is wanted.  It can be for a good character trait or for a bad character trait.  (Example: Snow White for Being Kind to Animals).  The students will then look through fairytale books to choose which character they want to use to write a short description of why that character is most wanted.  The students will begin to draw their character.

Activity- Day 12-  The students will complete their drawings.

Activity- Day 13-  With the help of the classroom teacher and the computer teacher, the children will take their finished pictures and scan them into the computer.  Then they will type in the reason why their character is wanted.

Evaluation:  The completed product of the Wanted Poster should include a drawing of a fairytale character and a phrase that corresponds with the trait of the character.

Approximate time:  Three-day sessions of 30-40 minutes.

​________________________________________________________________________

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 


You have been chosen to write the “real story” of the Three Little Pigs.  The Big Bad Wolf had a terrible cold and was in bed all day long and could not have been blowing down the pigs’ houses.  Actually, the Giant from Jack and the Beanstalk was the villain that day.  You, being the author, must decide what changes should be made to your new story.  You will also illustrate your changes.
Days 14-19 -  Systems Analysis of the Three Little Pigs  (Culminating Activity)
Materials:  lined and blank paper, large white paper, pencils, crayons, teacher generated story web, books of Jack and the Beanstalk and the Three Little Pigs, laminating machine.
Activity -Day 14 -  In cooperative groups, the children will read the fairytales, Jack and the Beanstalk and the Three Little Pigs. The children will complete a teacher generated story map of the two tales.

Activity- Day 15 - The children will then be given the following problem:  You have learned that the Big Bad Wolf was sick and in bed and couldn’t possibly have blown down the Three Little Pigs homes.  The villain of the story is really the giant from Jack 

and the Beanstalk.  You, being the author of this fairytale, must decide what changes should be made to your new story entitled The Three Little Pigs and the Giant.  Using the story maps and the books the children will then make changes to their story’s plot by filling out a new story map.

Activity- Day 16 - Rough Draft- The children will be given lined paper to write out the new plot using complete sentences and punctuation.

Activity - Day 17- The children will correct their rough draft with the assistance of the teacher and cooperative groups.

Activity- Day 18 - The children will glue their story line onto the bottom half of large white paper and begin the process of illustrating the new book.

Activity- Day 19 - The children will complete the process of illustrating their books.

Evaluation:  The children will have a clearly thought out, in sequential order, conclusion to the new story, The Three Little Pigs and the Giant.  Each page of the story will be properly illustrated according to the plot.  The children will have three teacher generated story maps completed.

Approximate time:  Six-day sessions of 30-40 minutes per session.
 

 

Rubric for Culminating Experience


4 points each-


-your story has all 8 elements of a fairytale.

-your writing sticks to the topic from beginning to end.
-your story has complete sentences that begin with capital letters and ends with punctuation.






-Most of the words are spelled correctly.

-your illustrations go along with the story- very detailed.

3 points each-


-your story has atleast 5 elements of a fairytale.
-many of your sentences stick to the topic from beginning to end.

-many complete sentences are written with 

beginning capitalization and end punctuation.






-Many words are spelled correctly.

-Illustrations go along with the story- not as detailed.

2 points each-


-Your story has a (3) few elements of a fairytale. 

-Few of your sentences stick to the topic from beginning to end.

-Few complete sentences are written with beginning capitalization and end punctuation.






-Few words are spelled correctly.






-Illustrations do not go along with the story.

1 point each-


-your story has no elements of a fairytale.





-your writing is not on topic.

-There are no complete sentences written. (No capitalization and punctuation.)








-Many spelling mistakes are present.






-No illustrations are present.
PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 

Writing complete sentences, using capital letters and punctuation.



Word processing skills



 Graphic organizer skills (ex: Venn Diagram)

                         Letter writing
 

MODIFICATIONS
                        Problem readers can be paired up with good readers.



ESL- Teacher or monitor reads with them and records written information.



Blind children- Teacher or monitor reads to them or taped recordings



from the Blind Association,  written information is documented for them.

Problem writer- teacher or monitor can record written information for them or the information can be given to the teacher orally.



If the Internet is unavailable, the class may use multiple copies of the 



same fairytale.

If there is no scanner available, the children may write their phrases on



their illustrations.
 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This unit should be introduced at the end of the school year and will take approximately 20 days (4weeks) to complete.  The students will meet everyday for approximately 45 minutes-1 hour.
 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 


Word processor to write original stories.




Scanner to download original illustrations.




Internet to retrieve computer books.

Hyper studio or similar program.
 


Laminating machine

Reflection 


This unit works well both in the primary grades and the intermediate grades.  The students that were working on this unit were in second grade.  They loved listening to familiar tales but were very interested in the unfamiliar tales.  They responded well to the activities and did an excellent job completing the work.  This unit must be modified for the age group.  In the primary grades teacher involvement is necessary and constant, where as in the upper grades more independent student work will be evident.  As a motivational idea, ceramic figures of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs were set up on a table.  Surrounding the figures were books of unfamiliar tales.  During the day, the teacher read one of the unfamiliar tales that was on the table.  This continued throughout the unit.





Thank You


A sincere thank you to the Jefferson School Library, Utica City School System, for allowing me to borrow over 70 different and unique fairytale books.

Appendix A





Cinderella Tales

Perrault, Charles.  Cinderella. North-South Books, Inc.  1999. (French)

Huck, Charlotte.  Princess Furball.  Mulberry Books.  1994. (Medieval England)

Sierra, Judy.  The Gift of the Crocodile.  Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers  


2000.  (Indonesia)

Louie, Ai-Ling.  Yeh-Shen:  A Cinderella Story from China.  PaperStar.  1996.

Reinhardt Colburn, Jewell.  Domitilia.  Shen’s Books.  2000. (Mexican)

Climo, Shirley.  The Korean Cinderella.  Harper Trophy.  1996. 

Silverman, Erica.  Raisel’s Riddle.  Farrar, Straus & Giroux, Inc.  1999.  (Poland)

Martin, Rafe.  The Rough-Faced Girl.  PaperStar.  1998. (Algonquin Indians)

Daly, Jude.  Fair, Brown & Trembling.  Farrar, Straus& Giroux, Inc.  2000. (Irish)

Hickox, Rebecca.  The Golden Sandal.  Holiday House, Inc.  1999.  (Middle Eastern)

Steptoe, John.  Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters.  Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books.  1987.


(African)

Douci, Robert D.  Cendrillon.  Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers.  1998.


(Caribbean)

Mayer, Marianna.  Baba Yaga and Vasilisa the Brave.  Morrow Junior Books.  1994.


(Russian)

Climo, Shirley.  The Egyptian Cinderella.  Harper Collins Publishers.  1989.

(Partial list from Mailbox April/May 2001)

Appendix B





Fairytale Websites

Sur La Lune by Heidi Anne Heiner


provides histories of tales, annotations, biographies, recommended reading lists, links to related sites.

http://members.aol.com/surlalune/frytales/index.html

Folklore & Mythology - Electronic Texts


links to sites dealing with fairytales.  Special emphasis on Snow White and Little Red Riding Hood.

www.pitt.edu/~dash/folktexts.html

Absolutely Whootie:  Stories to Grow By  (Fairytales &Values)


stories about human values from all over the world.  Includes activities and parent teacher resources.

http://www.storiestogrowby.com

University of Maryland - Fairytales

comprehensive list of “read me” fairytales

http://www.inform.umd.edu.EdRes/Reading

Appendix C




Background Information About Fairytales
Fairytales were collected in the memories of the storytellers.  Fairytales were used as a form of entertainment.





Character:





-can change but rarely does





-stereotypes patterns





-predictable pattern

A.  Elder-  


King or father


Stationary (stays at home)


Sometimes is disabled, sick, impoverished, or has a rotten child

B.  Hero-  (Male or Female)


Person who is in most of the story


Moves, often vertically  (literally)


climbs glass mountains, goes down wells and caverns

C.  True Love-  (Male or Female)


Object of hero’s affection


Hero often does battle for True Love

D.  Villain -


Evil deeds can be done before story opens.


Opposes hero


Force of evil  (witch/giant/gnome)

E.  Helper-


Often powerful, magical person


Gives advice or valuable gift to the hero


Often tests the hero

F.  Friend - (Sometimes is difficult to define if it is a helper or a friend, must fit outline)


Friend or companion of the hero


Often of lower social class,  a servant


Binding/unbinding relationship with hero  (literal)

      
(Ex:  Snow White is freed by the dwarfs when the comb binds her hair and the 
girdle lace is too tight.)

G.  Messenger-  Brings news

Appendix D





Place Motifs

A.  Home-  Hero’s home


Ordinary place, not magical


Often the starting or ending place of the story

B.  Paradise

Where the hero gets his/her heart’s desire


Often a monster here to overcome first

C.  Bad place

Escape desired  (Ex:  The oven in Hansel and Gretel.)

D.  Limbo  (Very often a forest)


Seems dangerous, but isn’t.


Shadowy, mysterious


Transitions occur, deals are made.  (Ex:  Hansel and Gretel are frightened in the 
forest, but there is no danger.  Snow White is transformed in the garden.)

Appendix E




Motifs of Action

A.  Action of Hero


Quest


Endurance test


Task to perform, usually 3 tasks involving:  food or water, fire or stone.

B.  Means of success for the Hero


Cleverness or wit


Virtue


Courage or strength

C.  Rewards of the Hero


Wealth


Love


Status





Motifs of Style

A.  Use of the numbers 3,7,12

B.  Opening and closing lines:


Once upon a time ....


Happily ever after ....

C. Chante Fable:  the inclusion of a song, change, incantation, etc. in the story.


(Ex:  Mirror, mirror on the wall...  Or  I’ll huff and I’ll puff....)

Appendix F




More Background Information About Fairytales

A.  Objects are found in groups, they make a pattern.


Patterns can be of size  (increasing or decreasing)


Material   (Gold)


Power

B.  Ordinary objects can have magical powers.


Transportation


Weapons


Supply


Medicine

C.  Objects that serve special function in the story.


1.  Token of recognition by which the hero/true love recognizes each other.



(Ex:  Cinderella’s slipper)


2.  Often has some relationship to water or liquid.
