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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience


The Write Byte is part of a writing workshop unit, which is an in-depth plan that teaches students the writing process.  The purpose of the Write Byte is to get students excited about writing, learn about authors they have read, and become familiar with the writing process.

Connection to Standards

Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

· use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts 

· use standard English for formal presentations of information, selecting appropriate grammatical constructions and vocabulary, using a variety of sentence structures, and observing the rules of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

Standard 5 - Technology  Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use, and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs.

· use a computer to connect to and access needed information from various Internet sites.

Essential Question
 What is the writing process?

Content Knowledge: Declarative, Procedural
Declarative Knowledge:  Upon completion of this experience, students will know the writing process and be familiar with a variety of popular published authors.

Procedural Knowledge:  Upon completion of this experience, students will have the ability to discuss the writing process and be able to discuss a variety of authors.  Students will be able to effectively write a rough draft.

PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions.)

Day 1&2:  Students will research an author on the internet using the following website: [http://www.edupaperback.org/authorbios/lastname_firstname.html].  Students may choose from the following authors:  Jerry Spinelli, Cynthia Rylant, Jean Craighead George, Lois Lowry, Gary Paulsen, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, EL Konigsburg, CS Lewis, Karen Cushman.  Students will write a summary on the author they choose using information from the website.  Each summary must include:  Why they became a writer, How they became a writer and What types (genres) of books do they write?  Students will use the following graphic organizer:

Author Summary

Name of author:

Website used:

Why did author become a writer:


How did author become a writer:


What types of books does the author write:


Day 2&3:  Students will share their author summaries with the group and discuss writing.  Main topic to discuss, Why did they become writers?  Other topics:  is it hard to be a writer, why would you write for fun, how long does it take to write a book???

Day 3:  Teacher will briefly introduce the writing process.  Tell students that these authors, as well as themselves, are working before they write, while they write, and after they write.  After writing on the board or huge chart paper BEFORE WRITING, DURING WRITING, AFTER WRITING, teacher will prompt students to brainstorm what is going on during each of these.  For example:  before writing:  what's the topic?  who is the audience?  what is the purpose?  research, thinking, figuring out what genre to write in; during writing:  writing, revising proofreading, peer editing, formatting, layout, polishing; after writing:  publishing, reader's response, writer's reflection.

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS
 
The Write Byte is done with small groups of remedial reading students.  Throughout the experience, the teacher repeats directions, allows time for understanding, constantly provides guidance and encouragement.

TIME REQUIRED
 
The experience can be completed in approximately 3 days.  The time blocks are 30-50 minutes.

RESOURCES
Frank, M. (1987).  Complete Writing Lessons for the Primary Grades.  Nashville, TN: Incentive Publications.

Turbill, J., Butler, A., Cambourne, B., & Langton, G. (1999).  Literacy & Learning (4th ed.).  New York:  Wayne-Finger Lakes Board of Cooperative Educational Services.

ASSESSMENT PLAN
(Include samples of rubrics, checklists, etc.)
 Rubric for author summary:



 




Checklist for Write Byte:

_____ Student used the internet to research an author.

_____ Student wrote a summary about the author using information from the website.

_____ Student included why the author became a writer in their summary.

_____ Student included how the author became a writer in their summary.

_____ Student included what types of books the author writes in their summary.

_____ Student shared author summary with group.

_____ Student participated in writing discussion.

_____ Student participated in brainstorming.

_____ Student was a successful participant in the Write Byte.

_____ Student showed genuine interest in experience.

STUDENT WORK
(Include samples of student work showing different levels of performance.)
 REFLECTION
 
The writing process is a difficult task to teach children because they seem to dislike writing.  However, introducing them to an author they are already familiar with and showing them the joy in writing is a great way to get the students interested in the process.


The Write Byte has been successful with most groups.  It is easily adaptable to any level I am working with.  In the future, I may extend the experience in order for students to research many authors and choose their own to write about and present to the group.

 

Includes why the author became a writer.





Includes how the author became a writer





Includes the types of books or genre the author writes.
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One sentence about why the author became a writer.





Two sentences about why the author became a writer.





Three detailed sentences about why the author became a writer.





One sentence about how the author became a writer.





Two sentences about how the author became a writer.





Three detailed sentences about how the author became a writer.





One sentence about the types of books the author writes.





Two sentences about the types of books the author writes.





Three detailed sentences about the types of books/genre the author writes.





Effectively uses computer to find information.








Unable to use computer successfully.	








Uses computer successfully with some assistance.








Uses computer successfully and is able to help others.








The author became a writer because…





The author became a writer…





The author writes…








