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OVERVIEW
 The theme of this unit is twofold. First, the role of women in different societies and the contributions that they have made and continue to make to the world.  Secondly, the injustices and discriminatory laws against women and what can be done to end them.  It will take approximately 5-6 weeks to complete the entire unit. 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 Understand cultures other than our own and the practices.
	Create an outline using “ Inspiration”

	 Know females of the world who have made contributions to society.
	 Create a presentation using “Power point”

	 Identify females who have survived injustice and prevailed.
	 Participate positively and constructively in discussions/debates

	 Create a “Women’s Hall of Fame” with names of  influential women throughout the world and our community.
	 Nominate women to “Hall of Fame” from research

	 
	 

	 
	 


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1. Within our society, what have been the roles of women?

2. What roles do women play in other cultures?

3. What injustices are out there  in the world against women?

4. What can I do to change/stop these injustices?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
 Standard #1:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

· read from informational texts

· listen to the following to interpret information and ideas: small group discussion and multimedia presentations

· determine the need for information for clarification

· listen respectively and responsibly

· recognize the use and impact of effective language

· identify own purpose for listening

· speak to share information and ideas (presentations and multimedia presentations)

· express a point of view providing facts and details in support

· anticipate and respond to listener’s point of view

· respond respectively

· use of visual aids and props effectively

· establish and maintain eye contact with audience

Standard #3: Students will read, write, listen and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

*read to analyze and evaluate ideas, information, opinions, issues, and experiences from academic and nonacademic sources, such as, books and drama.

*form opinions and make judgments about literary works by analyzing and evaluating texts from more  than one critical perspective, such as: cultural, historical, psychological, and social.

*select, reject, and reconcile ideas and information in light of prior knowledge, experiences, beliefs, and biases.

*analyze the emotional and/or intellectual impact on the reader of specific texts.

*recognize and acknowledge various perspectives on issues of local, national, and world concern.

*speak to present opinions, judgments, ideas, information, issues, and experiences.

*use visuals and technology to enhance presentation

*present arguments from different perspective.

Standard #4:Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

*write to establish, maintain, and enhance personal relationships: personal journals

*write and share personal reactions to experiences, events, and observations, using a form of social communication.

*understand the purpose for writing: explain, describe, persuade or express feeling

INITIATING ACTIVITY
The unit will begin with the video of A&E’s “Law and Order”.  A program of crime, investigation, and trial.  This particular show is about a family in NYC that is from the Middle East and they hire a doctor, of the same ethnic background, to perform female genital circumcision ( a form of purification).  The doctor ends up murdered and from there the investigation reveals why he was flown in from his native land and the brutality of this ritual.  A trial ensues and keeps you guessing if and how our judicial system in the US has the right to dictate to people of other backgrounds what they may do to their children (physically/emotionally). ( this is shown over a period of 2 days with journal entries after each viewing of their response to what they’ve seen/heard).

We would then move on to one of Oprah’s programs dealing with “…Sanctioned Violence Against Women”.  Again journals and discussion. 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

*note: all rubrics are given to students ahead of time for their viewing

1. After videos – first 30 minutes-discussion.

 journal response on what they saw/heard.  React and predict.

Explain most important scene or quote. 

After video-first 30 minutes- discussion.

Journal: respond, react, predict. (4 days, two each video)

2. “Desert Flower” and “I Could Have Been Executed” begin reading in class, finish for homework.

Journal entry on each article. Next day discuss in class their response to the story. (1 day each)

3. Graphic organizer, comparing/contrasting the two articles with a partner.

a. c/c 2 women  b.  c/c culture   c. c/c acts of violence (using details from stories)

Share with class.

Journal: which culture would you live in given the choice?  Why? (1 day)

4. two –three days in lab to 

a.       find web sites associated with helping women’s rights around the world. ( I would ask our technology coordinator to try and find some sites to get the students started)

b. email agencies or organizations to request information on world issues dealing with the abuse of females and possible solutions.

c. email support to those agencies or OUR government officials asking for intervention.

5. Looking at the map of the world, students find Somalia and Afghanistan (countries from articles), they choose 2 other countries to do initial research on the role of women in that country.  Discussion of what to look for (brainstorming) and include in power point presentation. 

 Spend  3 days in library,

3 in computer lab for research.  

One day in class to organize material.  

One day in lab learning how to use “inspiration”,  create sample web.

One day in lab to create web using “inspiration”

One day in lab with Tech. Coord. Learning “power point”.

One full week in lab putting together ppp.

SEE RUBRICS

1. Discussions:  take place before, during and after viewing videos, reading 2 articles, and conducting research of women’s role in a foreign country.

                15-20 minutes (videos) students will generate responses to why/how people of different cultures are different.

Example: how are (native Americans’) dress, appearance, beliefs, attitudes different from yours?  Does it make them right/wrong?  Why-why not?

2.  One class period spend in computer lab with hand out of how to use “inspiration”.  They will “play around with it, and then construct an outline of a subject they choose and then for homework begin on paper an outline of their country, the themes they’ll cover in power point presentation and subtopics.  Next day create outline using “inspiration”.  Due end of period.

3.  One period with tech. coordinator instructing students on power point, how to choose settings, cut and paste from internet, how to save, how to scan. (usually there is at least one or two students who are already knowledgeable in this area who can trouble-shoot later)

EXTEND AND REFINE ACTIVITY

 Handout:  Women of Foreign Countries
You will choose a foreign country to study in depth.  You need to find information on the following:

___major religion   ___ history of women    ___ dress   ____ role of women in 

a. family  b. economy    c. religious ceremonies    d. politics   e. other

____famous women of this culture  (fought for equal rights, legislation, etc.)

After completing your research you will do the following:  create a 5-7 minute power point presentation taking on the persona of a woman or man in that culture and describing to us what it’s like there.

You must dress like your person.  Start looking for costumes now!

You must keep a list of all your sources! (to hand in to me)

RUBRIC:

____/100 pts. TIME ON TASK (library, computer lab, in class)

works well independently, doesn’t disturb others, spends time constructively, asks questions when needed  

____/100 pts.  BIBLIOGRAPHY PAGE

correct format, neat and legible, handed in at the time of presentation, contains all sources

“power point presentation”
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	Slide presentation


	Properly used to present thesis and ideas; used as an aid only
	Some slides contain too much info, read off screen.  Used as a crutch.
	Slides not used to enhance speech, improperly used, relied on slides to present
	 Few or no slides.

	Costume


	Obvious effort spent putting it together; traditional dress of the culture
	Nice detail, but not a whole costume. Lacking some detail.
	Only 1or 2 articles to define dress of the culture; little effort.
	Little or no costume

	Content: historical info, role of women, political effects, details, famous women, 


	Speaker used abundance of material that is clearly related to all required areas; clearly explained
	Sufficient info that relates to thesis and req’d areas; some connections made between areas
	Great deal of info not connected to req’d areas; some areas not covered
	Thesis not clear; 4+ areas not covered or mentioned

	Preparedness/on time


	Arrives to class on time; ready to    go right after bell; no last minute changes or delays; brings all necessary materials
	On time to class, some hesitancy or delay
	Late, but starts right away. Some parts hurried or sloppily done
	Late to class, not prepared to present, missing 1+ parts (disc, costume, note cards)

	Organization


	Thesis clearly stated and developed; specific examples are given, conclusion is clear;  flows well together, good transitions, succinct but not choppy, well organized
	Most info presented in logical sequence; needs better transitions from idea to idea
	Concept and ideas are loosely connected; lacks clear transitions; flow and organization are choppy
	Choppy and disjointed; does not flow; thesis is vague, no apparent logical order of presentation

	Speaking skills


	Clear articulation, proper volume, good posture and eye contact; enthusiastic and confident
	Clear articulation but not as polished
	Some mumbling, little eye contact, little or no expression
	Inaudible or too loud, no eye contact, rate too fast or slow, speaker seemed uninterested , monotone

	Personal feeling expressed as persona


	Student clearly takes on the persona of a member of the culture; expresses feelings clearly on issues; uses “I”
	Student generally does a good job, but loses “self” several times
	Very little effort put into first person view.
	Does not use “I”; no reference as to belonging to the culture


 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
 “Women’s Hall of Fame”.  Upon completion of all research and assignments, and following a discussion/definition of a “hall of fame”, students will be able to describe what attributes a woman should hold to be nominated into one.  Among these could be; strength of character, hope, beauty (inner or outer),positive  role model, etc.  Within their research of a foreign country the students are required to find females who have done something to better the society they live in or the world.  These women will be the first to be inducted.  Following this, the students may nominate anyone else they deem fit.  Ballots will be designed, by the students, for staff and other students to fill out.  March is “Women’s History Month” so it is most fitting to have the “wall” up before the end of the month. (see attached photo) It is important that the students understand the difference between cultures and that women of these cultures, based on their experiences, exhibit different qualities that make them strong.

 *note:  I did not grade the students on this project.  It was a cooperative job that took everyone’s input to complete successfully.  I believe that the students overall participation in this project was a learning experience all in its own.  I may in the future, depending on the group of students, create a rubric to evaluate them.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Library skills, outlining skills, research methods

 

MODIFICATIONS
 Extended time for reading, access to word processor.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 1 week for launch (videos)

1 week for two articles (“Desert Flower” [Reader’s Digest 6/99] and “I Could Have Been Executed” [Glamour 3/00])

2-3 days for letter writing to listed agencies or search on internet for email addresses to request information on world issues dealing with female abuse and the solutions.

1 week-7days for research in library on particular country, gathering information, organizing it and putting it on inspiration web, and then power point.

2-3 days for presentations/ question and answer periods.

1 week for “Women’s Hall of Fame” creation.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 *use of power point, email, internet

*inspiration lesson and use to organize material

RUBRICS

Journal:

	Effort
	4- ideas presented in a logical and coherent manner; all entries completed
	3-ideas mostly logical and coherent with few mistakes; all/most entries completed
	2-sketchy explanations, few complete thoughts;some entries completed
	1- illegible, thoughts not expressed clearly;few/no entries completed.

	Done on time
	4-handed in when due
	3-1 day late
	2- 2 days late
	1-3 days late

	Responded to task
	4-student answered or responded to the assigned task without diverging.
	3-few diverges from assigned tasks
	2- answers “out in left field”
	1- no entries done


Discussions:

+   (5)   participated positively; no put downs, asks questions, no interruptions

     (3)   participated positively ;   few comments

--     (0)    no participation; insults others’ ideas or feelings, interrupts others

 X    absent

Inspiration:

____  50 pts:  time on task in lab (worked diligently, no disruptive behavior)

____  50 pts:  first outline done on time  (1 topic,{minimum}4 subtopics, pictures)

FOREIGN COUNTRY OUTLINE:

Range of 1-4:

___ 1 Topic    ____min. 4 subtopics    ___pictures    ___ effort    ___ time on task

 

