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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Introduction

The Roman Empire was one of the richest and influential empires that flourished for over 400 years.  Beginning as a small village on the Italian peninsula, Rome grew to control an entire empire that stretched over three continents.  Conquests and expansion brought about many changes in government, religion, economy, and social structure.  Events and individuals contributed both to its’ greatness and to its’ decline. 

Purpose or Focus of Experience

Students today face more challenging tests and requirements needed for graduation that are tied to higher learning standards.   The new required examinations contain several scaffold (open-ended) questions based on specific documents and a document based (DBQ) essay.  A document-based question is a writing task which asks students to analyze documents or other data, and present that information in a logical essay.  In writing the essay, students must meet specific criteria including: thoroughly addressing all aspects of the task by accurately analyzing and interpreting the documents, incorporating documents into essay, incorporating relevant outside information, support the theme or problem with relevant facts, examples, and details, and introduces a theme or problem that goes beyond a restatement.  Student answers and essays must include relevant information beyond just the documents; such as information students have learned from classroom study, outside readings/viewings, and other supplemental activities. 

The Fall of Rome PowerPoint presentation provides a visual, audio, tactile, and organizational approach to summarize and clarify material taught during the unit, provide new and/or additional information, and extend/refine information not found in textbook for use in incorporating outside relevant information beyond what is given in the documents into a DBQ.  Students gain a better understanding of the DBQ prior to answering scaffolding questions and incorporating outside sources into their essay. 

Connection to Standards

Social Studies Standards

Standard #2:  World History

Key Idea #1

Know the social and economic characteristics; know some important historical events and developments of past civilizations, and interpret and analyze documents and artifacts related to significant developments and events in world history.

Key Idea #2

Study about major turning points by investigating the causes and other factors that brought about change and the results of these changes.

Key Idea #3

Investigate the roles and contributions of individuals and groups in relation to key social, political, cultural, and religious practices; interpret and analyze documents and artifacts related to significant developments and events in world history; classify historic information according to type of activity or practice; social/cultural, political, economic, geographic, scientific, technological, and historic.

Standard #3:  Geography

Key Idea #2

Formulate geographic questions and define geographic issues and problems; interpret geographic information by synthesizing data and developing conclusions and generalizations about geographic issues and problems.

Standard #4; Economics

Key Idea #2

Identify and collect economic information from standard reference works, newspapers, periodicals, computer databases, textbooks, and other primary and secondary sources; develop conclusions about economic issues and problems by creating broad statements which summarize findings and solutions.

ELA Standards

Standard #1:  Language for Information and Understanding

Key Idea #1

Interpret and analyze information from textbook as well as reference materials; compare and synthesize information; use variety of strategies for selecting, organizing, and categorizing information; distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information; relate new information to prior knowledge and experience.

Key Idea #2

Produce oral and written reports; establish an authoritative stance and provide references to establish validity and verifiability of information presented; organize information according to an identifiable structure; develop information with appropriate supporting materials; use standard English for formal presentation of information.

Standard #2  Language for Literary Response and Expression

Key Idea #1

Read and view texts and performances from a wide range of authors, subjects, and genres; understand and identify distinguishing features and use them to aid their interpretation and discussion.

Key Idea #2

Present responses to and interpretations of literature; use standard English effectively.

Standard #3  Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation

Key Idea #1

Analyze, interpret, and evaluate information, ideas, organization; evaluate their own and others’ work based on a variety of criteria.

Key Idea #2

Present clear analyses of issues, ideas, texts, and experiences, supporting their position with well-developed arguments; develop arguments with effective use of details and evidence; use standard English, precise vocabulary, and presentational strategies effectively to influence an audience.

Essential Question

What factors led to the decline of an empire? 

Content Knowledge

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	Geographic features of the Italian Peninsula
	Map labeling 

	Expansion of the Roman Empire
	Analyze Shakespeare passage- Julius Caesar

	The Rise of the Roman Republic (A New Government) 
	Create timeline of the Roman Empire

	The Social Class Structure (Patricians vs. Plebeians)
	

	Rise and Spread of Christianity, including Constantine
	 

	Causes for the Fall of Rome
	DBQ – The Fall of Rome

	
	


PROCEDURE 

(*PowerPoint Learning Experience)

(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions.)

PowerPoint Presentation:  Hand out copy of The Fall of Rome PowerPoint to students.  Have them take notes on PowerPoint presentation as needed.  Discuss individual slides and check for understanding.

DBQ (Document Based Question):  Hand out copy of DBQ to each student.  Go over rubric, expectations, grading, etc.  In groups of 2 or 3, students will answer scaffolding questions based on the documents provided.  Class will discuss documents and possible scaffolding answers.  Students will individually write DBQ essay and hand in for grading based on provided rubric.

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS

Students could work individually or in small groups to complete notes and document based questions.  Teachers may want to further edit some of the documents, limit the number of documents they choose to use, or develop their own documents for use.  If students have no prior experience working with documents, introduce documents as part of class instruction so the analytical skills can be taught directly or practiced in a supported environment.  Other modifications may be applied for students with special needs based on their Individualized Educational Plan.  

TIME REQUIRED

Based on a 42-minute period, this learning experience is designed to last 3 days.  However, a unit of Ancient Rome has preceded it.

Day 1- PowerPoint Presentation


a.     Hand-out copy of The Fall of Rome PowerPoint. 

b.     View PowerPoint presentation with Gladiator theme song and teacher narration.


c.      In-class discussion, students write notes.

Day 2- DBQ

a.     Hand out DBQ.

b.  Split students up into groups of 2 or 3.


c.      Students complete scaffolding questions based on documents.    

Day 3- DBQ continued


a.      Class discussion of DBQ documents and possible answers.

b. Students will show an understanding of the Fall of Rome by completing a DBQ

          essay integrating sources from documents and relevant outside information/

          knowledge  in a coherent, organized manner. 
RESOURCES

Technology:

 The Fall of Rome PowerPoint presentation, computer, LCD projector

Human and Material Resources:


Noonan, Theresa C.  Document-Based Assessment Activities for Global History Classes.   Maine: 

J. Weston Walch, 1999.


Gladiator theme song


Ancient Rome notes/textbook


Student copies of PowerPoint


Selected Documents of Rome: quotes, pictures, maps, etc.


DBQ essay: The Fall of Rome 

ASSESSMENT PLAN
(Include samples of rubrics, checklists, etc.)

Students will be given a Document Based Question containing six documents comprising of quotes, pictures and maps.  In groups of 2 or 3 students will analyze the documents, complete scaffolding questions, and decipher the reasons why Rome fell.   For homework, students will individually use the information accumulated in class to develop an essay explaining why Rome fell (DBQ).

RUBRIC

___ Analysis of  Documents (Scaffolding Questions)

4.
Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by accurately analyzing and interpreting all of the documents.

3.
Addresses all aspects of the task by accurately analyzing and interpreting most of the documents.

2.
Addresses most aspects of the task or addresses all aspects in a limited way; uses some of the documents. 

1.
Attempts to address some aspects of the task, making limited use of the documents.

0.
Shows limited or no understanding of the task.

___ Incorporation of Documents
4.

Use of 4 relevant documents incorporated into body of essay.

3.  
Use of 3 relevant documents incorporated into body of essay.

2.  
Use of 2 relevant documents incorporated into body of essay.

1.  
Use of 1 relevant document incorporated into body of essay.

0.  
No attempt at task, makes no sense, not relevant to the topic.

___ Incorporation of Relevant Outside Information
4.    
Incorporates relevant outside information.

3.     
Some incorporation of outside material.

2.     
Limited or no outside material incorporated.

1.           No attempt to incorporate outside information.

0.           No attempt at task, makes no sense, not relevant to topic.

___ Organization
4.
Exceptional organization, use of paragraphing at appropriate and logical transitions, introduction and conclusion. 

3.      
General organization, use of paragraphing, introduction and conclusion. 

2.      
Weak organization, use of paragraphs.  


1.      
Information presented in random manner.

0.      
No attempt at task, makes no sense, not relevant to the topic.

___ Coverage of Task 

4.
Discussion and assigned task richly supports the theme/problem with facts, details, and/or 

examples, very analytical.

3.
Discussion includes details, facts, and examples, analytical.

2.
Discussion includes some details, facts, and examples, descriptive.

1. 
Discussion includes few details, facts, and examples, weak discussion.

0.
No attempt at task, makes no sense, not relevant to the topic.

___ Conventions (Syntax)

4.       Correct spelling, punctuation, grammar and usage. 

3.       Minor errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar and usage that do not interfere with 

communication of  the topic.

2.           Errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar and usage that often interfere with communication of the 

topic.

1.      Errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar and usage that interfere with communication of the topic.

0.   
No attempt at the task, makes no sense, not relevant to the topic.

 ___Subtotal (Possible 24 Points)

X 4 =
_________

+ 4 for title  = 
_________ (max. 100)

STUDENT WORK
(Include samples of student work showing different levels of performance.)

REFLECTION

Again, students today face more challenging tests and requirements needed for graduation that are tied to higher learning standards (see above: Purpose or Focus of Experience).   Therefore, students need to gain a greater depth of knowledge to be successful.  The textbook we currently use does not expand on the reasons for Rome’s decline; the students are left with only a basic account.  How could the Roman Empire, once strong and flourishing, come suddenly to an end?   I felt that students should realize that Rome did not collapse at once, but rather the empire went through a long slow decline.  Many conditions brought about this decline including external and internal forces.  By extending and refining utilizing the PowerPoint presentation, students became aware of the “greater” picture surrounding the fall of Rome. 
 

