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OVERVIEW

This unit is a research project designed for third and fourth graders to learn more about the local history of their town.  It was completed in two 3-4 multiage classes at Guardino Elementary School.  It is a two month long unit designed to totally immerse the children in reading, writing, speaking, and listening culminating in a final project.  The lessons took about one and one-half hours per day with a few exceptions, ex. trip to the town museum.  The daily scheduled reading and writing workshop times were used for this project.  The activities are related to the New York State Standards in Language Arts, Social Studies, and Technology.

Students visited the Thousand Islands Museum and observed exhibits and displays from the past.  They selected one topic out of eight to investigate further.  Then the students used information obtained from primary and secondary sources.  They listened to speakers who are “authorities” on various local history topics and they took notes.  Children read newspaper articles, advertisements, placards at the local museum and any books pertinent to their topics.  Groups visited the local community library to obtain local records, statistics, and other information concerning their  topics.  Notes were again taken and organized into short written pieces.  These writings were included in a brochure for the T.I. Town Museum exhibits.  The Microsoft Publishing Program was used to produce the brochure and digital cameras were used by the students to enhance the brochure.  The students also created an activity book and activity related to their topics. 

The final projects were shared at the Thousand Islands  Museum with parents, administrators, and interested parties.  This gave the community an opportunity to hear the Junior Backyard Historians and to see the museum facility.  The presentations were videotaped and aired on our local cable television station.

The student groups also presented their workshops in the summer at the Thousand Islands Town Museum.  Local school children and tourists had an opportunity to sign up for a workshop at the museum conducted by our Junior Backyard Historians.
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CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

PRIVATE
Declarative The student will know that:
Procedural The student will be able to:

1.  The community of Clayton has changed over time.
1.  Use a T diagram to create a compare/contrast model for life then and now in Clayton.  *

2.  Information can be obtained from reading and listening to ideas of others.  Questions can be asked to extend students’ meaning.
2. Formulate questions and conduct interviews of local experts.

     Read and analyze official documents.

     Read for information and take notes.

     Use  historical documents in order to   

      answer questions.

3.  Information can be clearly written.
3. Use the digital camera and word 

      processing on the computer to create a   

      colorful brochure for other students to use

      at the T.I. Town Museum.

Create an activity booklet and other games or activities about the local history project.

4.  Their written pieces and their knowledge of Clayton’s history can be presented in a variety of ways.
4. Use the digital camera and word processing on the computer to create a colorful brochure for other students to use at the T.I. Town Museum.

Create an activity booklet and other games or activities about the local history project.





* Graphic Organizers, Creative Teaching Press, Inc.  1995  Cypress, CA

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

1. What was Clayton like 100 years or more ago?

2.  How do we learn about the history of a place and share the information with others?
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CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s)

Content Area: English/Language Arts

Level:  Elementary

Standard 1

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

1. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronic sources.

2. As speakers and writers students will use oral and written language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

Performance Indicators: The students should be able to:


Gather and interpret information from:

Children’s reference books

Textbooks

Audio visual presentations

Newspaper archives

Brochures

Local history books

Information from speakers on local history topics


Gather and interpret information from:

Maps

Photographs

Postcards

Placards at exhibits in the Thousand Islands Town Museum


Select and use strategies:

Note taking
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Organizing

Summarizing


Present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as:

Summaries for brochures

Activity books

Activity related to topic

Presentation for community at the museum

Video of presentation for community to run on local cable station

Presentation for other children and adults at the museum during the summer


Observe basic writing conventions:

Capitalization

Spelling

Grammar

Punctuation

Sentence and paragraph structure


Use the computer for word processing:

Final draft

Published brochures

Scanning photographs for brochures and activity books


Equipment:

Scanner

Digital cameras
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Content Area: Math, Science, and Technology

Standard 2:

Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.  (Information technology is used to retrieve, process and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.)

Performance Indicators:


Use a variety of equipment and software packages to enter, process, display, and communicate information in different forms using pictures, text, and sound.


Access needed information from printed media, electronic data bases, and community resources.

Performance Tasks: The student will:

1. Use word processing and desktop publishing programs to create finished products.

2. Use multimedia programs to communicate information.

3. Demonstrate ability to access programs on our classroom computers and handle disks.

4. Refer to community resource people for added information.

Content Area: Social Studies

Level:  Elementary

Standard 1

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.

Key Idea Number 2

Important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions from New York State and United States history illustrate the connections and interactions of people and events across time and from a variety of perspectives.

Performance Indicators: The students will be able to:


Recognize how traditions and practices were passed from one generation to the next.

Performance Tasks:

1. Study the history and traditions of their neighborhoods and local communities.
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2. Research the local community; the history of why it was settled, when and by whom.

Key Idea number 4

The skills of historical analysis include the ability to explain the significance of historical evidence.


Performance Indicators: The students will:

View historic events through the eyes of those who were there, as shown in their art, writing, and artifacts.

Performance Tasks: The student will:

1. Read historical narratives and documents, and investigate buildings, tools, clothing, and artwork to explore key events in the history of their community.

2. Visit historic museums and libraries to gather information about their community.

3. Explore the art and other primary sources of a particular historic period.

4. Listen and take notes from local people speaking about the history of their community.

INITIATING ACTIVITY

1. Visit the Thousand Islands Museum in Clayton, NY and tell the class about the culminating activity: brochure, activity book, and activity to share with kids their age at a summer presentation at the museum.

2. Linking Prior Knowledge Activity   ** List-Group-Label (15-30 words from topic)  Working in partners, group words and label each group.

** Dimensions of Learning Teacher’s Manual, Robert Marzano and Debra Pickering, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, Alexandria, Virginia

     The activity sheet can be found at the end of this unit.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

Lessons  1-6  (Estimated time of about one week)

Declarative Knowledge: The student will:
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1. Know the concept of community and be able to give some examples of communities.

2. Know some elements of their own community that make it special and list 3 of them.

3. Know information can be obtained from reading and listening to ideas of others.  Questions can be asked to extend students’ meaning.

Procedural: The student will be able to:

1. Use Simple Clusters to set up a chart “Clayton-Now”

2. List important elements of their community.

3. Formulate questions for the mayor.

4. Take notes from the mayor’s visit and take notes from their visits to the T.I.  Museum.

Lesson # 1   Video

Show video, 1000 Islands.  Do Think-Pair-Share.**  Ask  students to list three things learned from  the video about this area.  Students will:  Think independently

                                                                                    Pair with a partner

                                                                                    Share with another group

**Dimensions of Learning Teacher’s Manual, Robert Marzano and Debra Pickering, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, Alexandria, Virginia

Lesson # 2  Studying the History of Your Community

Use the chapter from your social studies book for a general overview about local history and communities.  Read and highlight appropriate information in the chapter.  You can make a copy of your chapter to highlight it or use highlighting tape.

Discuss what questions they have about their community of Clayton.  Put these questions on a chart.

Lesson # 3  Mayor’s Visit

Invite the mayor of Clayton (your village) to your classroom to talk to your students about Clayton today.

a. Review questions from students for the mayor to answer.  (Send a copy to him before he visits.)

b. The mayor comes to speak and the students take notes in their writer’s notebooks.

c. Students will write a summary of what they have learned.  Teacher will model summary writing using the Arch Diagram.*

This lesson uses the Before-During-After** strategy to help students construct meaning.
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*Graphic Organizers, Creative Teaching Press, Inc., Cypress, CA  1995   This organizer can be found at the end of this unit.

**Dimensions of Learning Teacher’s Manual, Robert Marzano and Debra Pickering, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, Alexandria, Virgina

Lesson # 4  Clayton-Then and Now

Using the graphic organizer, Simple Clusters,** set up “Clayton Now” with these categories:  industries, stores, services, hotels, tourism, transportation, education, and any others the students suggest.

Then set up another Simple Clusters graphic organizer of “Clayton Then” using categories listed above.  Students will continue to add to each organizer as they obtain the information.

**Dimensions of Learning Teacher’s Manual  (See above)

Lesson # 5  Selecting a Topic
From the previous four lessons and the initiating activity list eight local history research topics.  Examples are:

1. One room schoolhouses

2. Hotels

3. General store

4. Railroad

5. Ducks, decoys, and muskies

6. Country kitchen

7. Iroquois

8. Ice fishing, harvesting, and harness horse racing

Students will list their top three areas of interest.  The teachers will divide the students into eight research groups giving the students their first choice if possible.  The four teachers will each have two research groups with four to five students per group.  (ex. the reading teacher might have the Iroquois group and the general store group)  The groups and their teacher will be posted before Lesson 6.

Lesson # 6 Return Visit to the T.I.  Museum
This trip will allow the students the opportunity to more closely examine their chosen research topic.  Digital cameras will be available.  Students will read information and take notes from the exhibit placards and other material on display about their topic.

8

Lesson 7 and on   (About four weeks)

Declarative Knowledge: The student will know:

1. Information can be obtained from reading and listening to others.

2. Information can be clearly written.

3. Their written pieces and their knowledge of Clayton’s history can be presented in a variety of ways.

Procedural Knowledge: The student will be able to:

1. Read and analyze official documents.

2. Read for information and take notes.

3. Use the writing process to create 2-3 paragraphs about their local history topic.

4. Complete a T diagram to create a compare/contrast model for life in Clayton then and now.

5. Use an arch diagram to write a summary of speakers’ ideas.

6. Use digital cameras and word processors to create a brochure and activity booklet for other students to use at the T.I. Museum.

7. Orally present their research topic.

Lesson  # 7   The Research Begins

The groups go to their assigned teacher.  In small groups the students learn about research.  The teacher models how to ask good questions about a topic by choosing a topic of general interest (ex., fire department or boats) and generating questions with the group.  Each student then brainstorms a list of at least 20 questions pertaining to their topic.  They should be who, what, where, when, why, and how questions.  Do not use questions that have yes or no answers.  Questions are due the following day.

Lesson # 8   Read 

Collect students’ questions.  Students begin reading and highlighting information about their topic.  The teacher should collect various resources for the students so that they will be able to begin reading now.

Lesson # 9,10,and 11    Read, Read, Read

Students continue reading to become experts on their topics.  During these times, the teacher passes back each student’s questions individually.  Then the teacher models for each research group how to categorize their 20 questions.  For example, the school house group might find that their questions could fit under the headings – teacher, subjects, schoolhouses, daily activities.  There should be no more than four to five major categories or headings.
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Lesson # 12    Letter Writing

Students write a letter to the local service group  (Lions and Rotarians) to explain their Junior Historians’ Research projects and to ask the group for a donation to help buy t-shirts for their final presentations.  Letters are collected and sent to these organizations.

Lesson # 13   Note Taking

Students use colored pencils to write each of their questions on index cards.  The color of the pencil is determined by the color of the category it was placed under.  Once the questions are on index cards, the teacher models how to take notes.

Then students begin answering their question on the cards by taking notes from their readings.

Lesson # 14   Local Speakers (This is done twice a week throughout the unit as scheduled)

Teachers have contacted local experts from each research topic.  These experts have set up a time to come to our classroom to speak to the children.  Students always take notes and write a summary of what they learned by using an arch diagram.*

The research group has their picture taken with their speaker.  For example, Mr. Cerow might speak about working in his grandfather’s general store when he was a lad seventy years ago.  The general research group would have their picture taken with Mr. Cerow and they would be allowed more time for questions with him.

*Creative Graphic Organizers  (see above)

Lessons # 15,16, and17     Taking Notes
Students continue to work on using the information gathered to answer their questions.  At the same time, volunteer mothers individually help students iron-on computer made patches onto their t-shirts that were purchased from the service clubs’ donations.  Thank you notes were sent as needed throughout the whole unit.

Lessons # 18, 19, and 20   Writing Process
When students’ notes were completed, they began drafting 2-3 paragraphs about their topic knowing that their audience would be other children.  Students took their pieces through all the steps of the writing process.
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Lesson # 21   Brochure

Computer schedules were set up to begin typing brochures and scanning pictures.  Both the school librarian and computer teacher help with this section of the unit.

Lesson  # 22 and 23   Activity Booklet
Each group plans a booklet about their topic that can be given to participants during their summer work.  Ideas could be word searches, crossword puzzles, coloring pages, etc.

Lesson # 24   Activity

Each research group plans what to do for their 45  minute summer workshop.  For example, the schoolhouse group might use feather pens and have their workshop participants make cardboard hornbooks and ink.  Then they might practice writing their letters on the hornbook.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)

During the final week of school, parents, administrators, and friends are invited to the Thousand Islands Museum to listen to the students' presentations and to view their activity booklets and brochures.  The program is videotaped and played on the local cable television station.
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Rubric for Brochure/Activity Book

Excellent:


Independently reads and takes notes.


Information is accurate and complete.


Information is organized and logically sequenced.


Makes few or no errors in mechanics.


Creatively uses graphics to enhance piece.


All work was completed on time.

Good:


Needs some assistance to read and take notes.


Information is accurate but not complete.


Information is organized and sequenced in an acceptable manner.


Makes errors in mechanics but it does not interfere with communication.


Uses graphics to enhance piece.


Most of the work was completed on time.

Fair:
           Needs much assistance to read and take notes.


Information is not all accurate or complete.


Information is not organized or sequenced in an acceptable manner.


Does not use graphics or graphics do not enhance piece.


Little work was completed on time.
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Rubric for Oral Presentation

Excellent:

Engages audience with an interesting presentation.

Speaks clearly and loudly.

Makes good eye contact with the audience.

Does not need assistance to present piece.

Good:

Engages audience.

Speaks clearly or loudly.

Makes some eye contact with the audience.

Needs minimal assistance to present piece. 

Fair:

Tries to engage audience.

Does not speak loudly or clearly.

Does not make eye contact with audience.

Needs much assistance to present piece.

13

Student Evaluation

Name  _______________

Choose one of the following numbers for each line:

4. Excellent!  I worked hard to do my best.

       3.  Good

                                       2.   Fair!  I could do better.


1.   Oops!  I’ll do better next time.

_____  I read and took notes during class.

_____  I asked my teachers, parents, or classmates for help if I was stuck.

_____  I tried to write my piece in an interesting and creative way. 

_____  My piece made sense.

_____  I checked my spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

_____  I tried to use graphics in an interesting way.

_____  My information was accurate and complete.

_____  My draft was handed in on time.

_____  My final project was handed in on time.

_____  I used my time wisely.

!.  What area of this project gave you the most trouble?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What would you do differently next time?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What did you learn about your topic?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What did you learn about research?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                            14

Checklist for Your Work

Name______________________             My topic ___________________________

Check each one off as you complete each one.
1._____  I selected a topic.

2._____  I did my 20 questions.

3._____  I read and read and read.

4._____  I took notes and answered my questions.

5._____  I wrote my draft.

6._____  I had a conference.

7._____  I revised my piece.

8._____  I had a second conference.

9._____  I edited my piece.

10._____I published my piece.

11._____I completed my brochure.

12._____I completed an activity page for the activity booklet.

13._____I listed 3 ideas for activities to use during summer workshops.

14._____I handed in all papers and materials about my topic to my teacher.

Assessment will be ongoing during the entire unit.  The graphic organizers and summaries from the students’ notes will and/or can be graded.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

Students need to know how to use Word Publisher to make the brochures.

MODIFICATIONS

This project was done with a team of 2 classroom teachers, a learning resource room teacher, a remedial reading teacher, a computer teacher, and the school librarian.
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The students were allowed to choose a research topic from a given list.  There were eight groups of 4-5 children.  We had children of mixed academic abilities in each group.  The groups were small so teachers could work with any child having difficulties.

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

This unit takes approximately five to six weeks to complete.  We used the reading time in the morning and writers’ workshop time in the afternoon to complete the lessons.    We spent about one to two hours per day on the lessons.

TECHNOLOGY USE

Technology use is interspersed throughout the unit.  Teachers and students will use digital cameras, scanners, and computers with various word processing programs to publish brochures, activity books, letters, decals, and pictures.  We will also use camcorders, VCRS, and video tapes.
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Beginning Launch
Names________________________________
Group the following words and label the group.  Be ready to tell why you and your partner selected that label and why a specific word is in that group.

List of Words
Firehouse

Ice

Slates

Hotels

Wringer washer

Ice cream maker

Hubbard House

Bell

Tracks

Last Chance

Railroads

Iroquois

Sawdust

Butter churn

Pullman sleeping cars

Muskies

Barker’s General Store

Ducks

Longhouses

Desk

Fireplaces

Cash register

Hose

Tongs

Muskellunge

Thousand Islands Dressing

Penny candy

Saw

Pumper

Arrowheads

Decoys

Sweetgrass baskets

Coal

Schoolhouses

Stores

Herald House

Carvers
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