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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience
 Global History & Geography students will examine an assigned country guided by a series of worksheets and exercises to determine: (1) if Oneida Limited should expand its market into that country and (2) if the student would like to represent the company in this country.  Through a series of data collection and examination exercises the students gain insight into how to use the gathered information for decision-making in the culminating writing activity.  Additionally, the unit gives students an opportunity to see how the content of Global History & Geography is relevant in today’s inter-dependent business world and introduces them to the concepts that they will be studying in Economics.

Connection to Standards

MST#2

Standard 2: Information Systems 

Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

1. Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning. 

· access, select, collate, and analyze information obtained from a wide range of sources such as research data bases, foundations, organizations, national libraries, and electronic communication networks, including the Internet.

Students will access a variety of resources, both print and online, to gather the information needed for their decision-making.

ELA#3

Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation  

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues.

Commencement- Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to analyze and evaluate experiences, ideas, information, and issues requires using evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives and recognizing the difference in evaluations based on different sets of criteria. 

· analyze, interpret, and evaluate ideas, information, organization, and language of a wide range of general and technical  texts and presentations across subject areas, including technical manuals, professional journals, political speeches, and literary criticism.

Commencement- Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based. 

· make effective use of details, evidence, and arguments and of presentational strategies to influence an audience to adopt their position 

· monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to have the greatest influences on a particular audience
Students will gather, analyze and evaluate the data collected on their countries to decide if they feel Oneida Limited should expand into their assigned country.  They will compose a memo to their employer (Oneida Limited) incorporating the facts that they have researched to support their opinion as well as to explain why they wish (or not wish) to be the company’s representative in this country.

ELA#4

Language for Social Interaction 

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction. Students will use oral and written language that follows the Accepted conventions of the English language for effective social Communication with a wide variety of people. As readers and Listeners, they will use the social communications of others to Enrich their understanding of people and their views. 

Commencement - Reading and Writing 
1. Written communication for social interaction requires using written messages to establish, maintain, and enhance personal relationships with others.

· make effective use of language and style to connect the message with the audience and context 

· study the social conventions and language conventions of writers from other groups and cultures and use those conventions to communicate with members of those groups. 

Students will select and read current newspaper and magazine articles about their country from which they will extract pertinent information to support their final recommendation to their boss. In the culminating activity, their conclusions will be supported by facts stated in a clear and concise manner in a formal business memo.

Career #1

Career Development Students will be knowledgeable about the world of work, explore career options, and relate personal skills, aptitudes, and abilities to future career decisions. 
Students will examine a business in detail as they explore the products for sale and discuss the potential customer base for these products.  Students will have to role-play as a business representative making economic decisions for the company as well as a personal, value-based decision.
SS#3

Geography Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the independent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the earth's surface. 

Commencement 
1. Geography can be divided into six essential elements which can be used to analyze important historical, geographic, economic, and environmental questions and issues. These six elements include: the world in spatial terms, places and regions, physical settings (including natural resources), human systems, environment and society, and the use of geography. (Adaptedfrom The National Geography Standards, 1994: Geography for Life ) 
· understand how to develop and use maps and other graphic representations to display geographic issues, problems, and questions

· understand the development and interactions of social/cultural, political, economic, and religious systems in different regions of the world

2. Geography requires the development and application of the skills of asking and answering geographic questions; analyzing theories of geography; and acquiring, organizing, and analyzing geographic information. (Adapted from The National Geography Standards, 1994: Geography for Life ) 

· develop and test generalizations and conclusions and pose analytical questions based on the results of geographic inquiry.

Students will examine the geography of their assigned country and determine how that geography affects the economic development of the country and its living conditions.  

SS#4

Economics Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of how the United States and other societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-making units function in the United states and other national economies, and how an economy solves the scarcity problem through market and non-market mechanisms.

2.   Economics requires the development and application of the skills needed to make informed and well-reasoned economic decisions in daily and national life. 

· identify, locate, and evaluate information from standard reference works, newspapers, periodicals, computer databases, monographs, textbooks, government publications, and other primary and secondary sources 

· use economic information by identifying similarities and differences in trends; inferring relationships between various elements of an economy: organizing and arranging information in charts, tables, and graphs; extrapolating and making conclusions about economic questions, issues, and problems 

· apply a problem-solving model to identify economic problems or issues, generate hypotheses, test hypotheses,

· investigate and analyze selected data, consider alternative solutions or positions, and make decisions about the best solution or position 

· present economic information and conclusions in different formats, including graphic representation, computer models, research reports, and oral presentations.
Students will examine their assigned country in detail.   The role geography plays in the economic development of a country and the factors that indicate and contribute to the economic stability and vitality of a country will be investigated.

Essential Questions

1. What factors determine the “quality of life” in a country?

2. What factors determine if a country might be a good one for business investment?

 

Content Knowledge

Declarative
Procedural

Understand the concepts of: population density, GNP, per capita income, political stability, product distribution channels.
Collect data using a variety of print and non-print resources.

Understand how educational opportunities, medical facilities, age distribution affect the economy of a country.
Chart information and analyze data to answer specific questions.

Identify how topography influences a country’s economic development.
Compare and contrast gathered information about the United States and their assigned country.

Understand the relationship between per capita income and lifestyle.
Practice taking focused notes for a specific purpose.

State and explain how to use qualitative data about a country to make inferences.
Analyze the collected data to answer specific questions.

State and explain how to select keywords and phrases for focused notetaking.
Use gathered information to develop conclusions about business viability

Identify the factors that help determine the quality of life of a country
Create a persuasive memo based upon an assessment of supporting facts.

Identify the factors that make a country  have a good climate for business


 

PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions.)

As a library media specialist, I designed this unit to be team-taught by the library media specialist and subject specialists.    Points at which the library media specialist can assist are noted with [LMS].

Bellringer:  Have a map of the United States available or on an overhead.  Where are the major business/shipping centers in the United States?  [Ex. New York, Boston, San Francisco, Seattle, Chicago, Detroit, New Orleans]

1. Introduce vocabulary and discuss in relation to the United States.

After the students have time to brainstorm and identify the cities, ask students what do these cities have in common?  [Water access]

Discuss how topography influences where people live and work as well as the movement of goods in the United States.

2. Put up an overhead of the Task One: Where in the World worksheet.   Working with a copy of the worksheet on the overhead, locate the needed information about the United States and fill it in. 

 Discuss the importance of this information and what you can observe about the growth of cities and businesses.

Review the rubrics that will be used to grade the activity. (Do this as each worksheet or activity is introduced.)

3. Hand out student copies of the Task One: Where in the World worksheet with an assigned country filled in for the students to complete.  

4. Go to a computer lab or connect a computer projector to an Internet accessible computer.  Hand out copies of Task Two: Checking the Numbers. [LMS] Show students the websites and point out how to navigate them as you gather the information about the United States.  Link vocabulary to country data by examining the United States as an example.   Discuss the importance and implications of this information as it is identified.

Stress to students the need to use current information (within the last 2 years) and that they need to pay attention to the copyright dates of both print and non-print sources used in this unit.

5. Examine the Oneida Limited website and briefly discuss their products and customer base (consumer goods and commercial).   Introduce the economic concepts of essential goods in contrast to luxuries.  Discuss where Oneida Limited products fit in this continuum.    (Note:  While Oneida Limited is used because of its product lines, both institutional and home, any local business could be used for this unit.  However, a business that has a luxury line makes it easier for the students.)
Introduce the direction of the unit.  Explain how the students will role-play being marketing representatives for Oneida Limited whose task is to determine if the company should expand into the assigned country.  Have the class develop a list of things to look for based upon first two task worksheets.  Brainstorm other issues, such as political stability, that might influence this decision.

6. For weaker groups: Examine a Third World country together so students can identity the differences.  Model completing the worksheet, using an overhead projector.  Compare to the United States.  Select specific items and compare/contrast.   Have teams of two students discuss and then report conclusions.

7. Have students complete Task Two: Checking the Numbers worksheet for their assigned country.  

8. Hand out Task Three: Who’s in Charge? And drawing upon earlier discussion (#5), use the United States as a model for illustration.   Assign as homework.  For weaker groups: Do data collection in class.

9. Show some current information sources on the demonstration country [LMS].  Talk about how you located this information or have your library media specialist introduce and demonstrate how to use some location tools.  

Put Task Four: Staying Up-To-Date on an overhead.  Explain the task and the importance of selecting their three current articles carefully for the task completion.  Stress relevancy to the culminating activity.  Discuss the skill of skimming and demonstrate it. 

Hand out Task Four: Staying Up-to-Date directions.  Assign as homework.  For weaker groups: Do article identification and collection during class so that the teacher and library media specialist can assist students. 

10. Put one article up as an overhead to read together as a class and hand out copies of the article to the students.

Read the article together as a class.  Then use a non-permanent highlighter to model how to select keywords and phrases from the article for the notetaking exercise [LMS]. 

Select the five sentences or sections of most import by numbering them one through five.   Using the overhead projector, illustrate filling in the “Staying Up-To-Date” worksheet for this article.  Explain and model how to paraphrase and summarize.

Have students do this with one of their articles in class.  The teacher should walk around the room checking for understanding and identifying students who may need additional guidance.

Assign as homework.  Have students hand in one article per day since the students will need all the previous task sheets handed back with comments in order to complete the culminating assignment.  For weaker groups: Do article reading and notetaking during class so that the teacher can assist students. 

11. Use a model memo on an overhead to discuss the purpose and format of a memo with students.  Identifying the key characteristics of this communication format.  Use Memo Writing Instructions (which is written in the form of a memo) from http://umvirtual.memphis.edu/english/pw/memo.html  and Guidelines for Technical Writing from http://www.ent.ohiou.edu/~valy/memo.html
Using the data collected from the previous assignments, the students then decide if Oneida Limited should expand into their assigned country and if this country would be an attractive overseas assignment for them personally.   

Work in class on an outline for the memo that will reflect their conclusions supported by data quoted and contrasted to the United States.

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS

1. For the visually impaired student: Enlarge the font size settings in the web browser.

2. For mainstreamed students: Team two students so that they can help each other read and analyze the information. 

3. Assign readers for the notetaking exercise.

4. Pair students for proofreading.

5. Additional time for in-class work.

TIME REQUIRED
The time required will vary greatly depending on:

·  the ability of the students to work independently and complete tasks as homework assignments

·  the number of computers available for data collection and word processing

· the turn-around time of corrected tasks (needed for culminating  memo activity)

1. One period (40 min.) to review vocabulary, introduce websites, explain the scenario, and assign country.  (Task One: Where in the World?)

2. Two periods (80 min.) for the students to use the resources and collect data.  (Task Two: Checking the Numbers and Task Three: Who’s in Charge?)
3. One period to introduce, model and work on notetaking exercise (Task Four: Staying Up-To-Date)

4. One period (40 min.) to outline written response. (Task Five: Reporting to the Boss)

5.  Writing can be homework assigned and due in 2-3 school days.   More class time might be needed if the final draft is to be word-processed depending on the students’ computer access.

RESOURCES

1. Atlases

2. Global History & Geography textbook

3. Books in library’s collection

4. Paid Internet databases: Electric Library, Newsbank, New York Times, ProQuest, EBSCOHost, SIRS Researcher, Newsbank, Grolier’s Encyclopedias.

 5.    Websites   (recommended sites at bottom of each task sheet and included in Procedure. 

 

Attachments

Worksheets

Task One: Where in the World?     

Name: ________________________________________   Period ____

Assigned Country: ____________________________

Tools: Atlas, almanac, country references, websites   

Continent


Neighbors




Latitude

Longitude


Climate




Terrain




Major cities




Seaports




Waterways




Railroads




Roads




1) Print out or photocopy a physical map of your country.

2) Label the neighboring countries.

Name
Address
Description

Altapedia Online 

                                                                                       
http://www.atlapedia.com/
Full color political and physical maps as well as statistics.

CIA World Fact Book
http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
Country information compiled by the CIA

National Geographic 

                                               
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/images/c_destinations_0901.jpg
Excellent maps.   Some countries will have other information as well.

                                 

Thinking Questions:

1) Identify physical traits of your country that might help in transporting goods, providing services and encourage business.

2) Identify physical traits of your country that might hinder business development.

Task Two: Checking the Numbers

Name: _________________________________________   Period ____

Assigned Country: ____________________________
Tools: Atlas, almanac, country references, websites   ** Watch copyright dates!!

Statistical Information
United States


Population



Rate of population growth



Age distribution of population





Literacy rate



Educational level





Educational opportunities





Per capita income


Dollars:
Dollars:

Currency:

Relationship to U.S. dollar:



Life expectancy


Men: 

Women:                                      
Men:

Women:

Infant mortality rate



Imports ($ amount of)



Imports  (what products)





Exports ($ amount of)



Exports (what products)





Thinking Questions:

1) What is your country’s balance of trade (compare how much they export to how much they import)?  Is your country self-sufficient or does it depend heavily on imports?

2) Is the life expectancy for your country high or low?   How might this relate to the medical facilities available and education levels?

3) How do the educational and medical systems in your country compare to their American counterparts? 

4) Will this country have enough educated workers for the company to hire?

Name
Address
Description

Altapedia Online 

                                                                                       
http://www.atlapedia.com/
Full color political and physical maps as well as statistics.

CIA World Fact Book
http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
Country information compiled by the CIA

Information Please Online Almanac 
http://www.infoplease.com/
Online almanac.                                      

Universal Currency Converter
http://www.xe.com/ucc/
Convert US dollars to any country’s currency automatically

Country Health Profiles 

                                               
http://www.cihi.com/hthpub.htm
Health care info.  Scroll to bottom of the page

to see the index.

Task Three: Who’s in Charge? 

Name: _________________________________________   Period ____

Assigned Country: ____________________________

Tools: Almanac, current information sources such as newspapers, magazines and websites.   Books on the country, but watch the copyright dates!

Type of government




Current Leader/Ruler




Political parties/Factions




Major religions




Tourist attractions




Travelers’ Advisory?

(check website)




Thinking Questions:

1)
Would this be a country that you would like to visit?   Identify at least two specific reasons why or why not?

2)
Do you think that it would be a wise investment for an American company to open a branch office/store in this country?  (Hint: Use the information gathered on all your worksheets.)  Identify at least two reasons why or why not?

Name
Address
Description

Altapedia Online 

                                                                                       
http://www.atlapedia.com/
Full color political and physical maps as well as statistics.

CIA World Fact Book
http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
Country information compiled by the CIA

Information Please Online Almanac 
http://www.infoplease.com/
Online almanac.                                      

U.S. Dept. of State – Travel Warnings
http://travel.state.gov/travel_warnings.html
Travelers’ advisory info, terrorism alerts & country info

Geographia
http://www.geographia.com/
Articles and stories from the point of traveler and explorer.

Fodor’s Travel Guides
http://fodors.com/
Travel information.   Select your destination country and city.

Task Four: Staying Up-To-Date

1) Locate three current (defined as within the last 2 years) news articles about your country that gives you insight into how you might feel about living there.   (Hint: political stability, medical problems, tourist sites, standard of living, safety issues, religious freedom)

2) Think about relevancy to the unit’s major questions.

3) Print out or photocopy the articles you use.

4) Read each article carefully.

5) Highlight no more than 5 key sentences or small sections in each article.  Be selective! 

6) Number the highlighted sentences and fill in the chart.  Summarize and paraphrase as you construct your sentences.

7) Staple the chart to the top of the article.

Name: _________________________________________  Period ____

Assigned Country: ____________________________

Article #1

Title __________________________________________________________

Author __________________________

Source _________________________________________

Date _____________________


Summarize/explain the importance of this section or sentence to your growing understanding of this country and how it relates to how you might feel about living there

1




2




3




4




5




Name: ________________________________________   Period __

Assigned Country: ____________________________

Article #2

Title __________________________________________________________

Author __________________________

Source _________________________________________

Date _____________________


Summarize/explain the importance of this section or sentence to your growing understanding of this country and how it relates to how you might feel about living there

1




2




3




4




5




Name: _________________________________________  Period ____

Assigned Country: ____________________________

Article #3

Title __________________________________________________________

Author __________________________

Source _________________________________________

Date _____________________


Summarize/explain the importance of this section or sentence to your growing understanding of this country and how it relates to how you might feel about living there

1




2




3




4




5




Task Five: Reporting to the Boss

Directions:   Compose a memo that is no longer than 1 ½ pages with your advice to Oneida Limited regarding expanding into your assigned country. 

The memo must:

· Be in memo format addressed to your boss, the Vice-President of Marketing for Oneida Limited  (use your teacher’s name with this title)

· Review all the previous worksheets that you have completed.

· Using the data collected from the previous assignments, decide if Oneida Limited should expand into your assigned 

· List all the reasons that you can find for your decision.  Are there any reasons that you can group together?   Organize and consolidate them

· Include at least 3 facts to support your recommendation. You must have at least three reasons why/why not to expand for the body of your memo.

· Use the United States as your benchmark for comparison.

· The last paragraph of your memo, tell if this country would be an attractive overseas assignment for you personally.  Briefly state why/why not you would like to represent Oneida Limited in your country, if they decide to expand there.  Draw upon the research that you have done to give specific reasons for your decision.

ASSESSMENT PLAN
(Include samples of rubrics, checklists, etc.)
 Task One: Where in the World


Not Acceptable
Acceptable
Good
Excellent

Chart filled in completely
Information missing
Complete
Complete and neat
Complete, neat and detailed

Photocopy of the Map 
Missing
Included



Countries Labeled
Missing
Included
Included and clearly labeled
Included, clearly labeled, source cited

Question #1
Missing
Included in complete sentences
Included with specific supporting facts
Included with excellent mechanics & vocabulary

Question #2
Missing
Included in complete sentences
Included with specific supporting facts
Included with excellent mechanics & vocabulary

Task Two: Checking the Numbers


Not Acceptable
Acceptable
Good
Excellent

Chart filled in completely
Information missing
Complete
Complete and neat
Complete, neat and detailed

Question #1
Missing
Included in complete sentences
Included with specific supporting facts
Included with excellent mechanics & vocabulary

Question #2
Missing
Included in complete sentences. 
Included with specific supporting facts
Included with excellent mechanics & vocabulary

Question #3
Missing
Included in complete sentences
Included with specific supporting facts
Included with excellent mechanics & vocabulary

Question #4
Missing
Included in complete sentences
Included with specific supporting facts
Included with excellent mechanics & vocabulary

 Task Three: Who’s in Charge?


Not Acceptable
Acceptable
Good
Excellent

Chart filled in completely
Information missing
Complete
Complete and neat
Complete, neat and detailed

Question #1
Missing or lacking 2 reasons
Included  2 reasons in complete sentences
Included with specific supporting facts
Included with excellent mechanics & vocabulary

Question #2
Missing
Included 2 reasons in complete sentences. 
Included with specific supporting facts; conclusion flows from facts
Included with excellent mechanics & vocabulary

Task Four: Staying Up-To-Date


Not Acceptable
Acceptable
Good
Excellent

Chart filled in completely
Information missing
Complete
Complete and neat
Complete, neat and detailed

Currency
One or more than 2 years old
All 2 years old or more recent
Some within the last 12 months
All within the last 12 months

Relevancy
Irrelevant to unit and task objectives
Related to unit and task
Closely related
Shows careful selection in relation to unit objectives

Grammar
Errors in spelling, punctuation & grammar
Few errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar 
Good usage, but mostly simple sentences
 Structure, grammar and usage skillful. Good sentence structure

Task Five: Reporting to the Boss


Not Acceptable
Acceptable
Good
Excellent

Format
No effort to follow format
Effort to follow format, but not concise
Followed format and concise
Format concise and articulate

Topic Development
Limited or weak
Attempted
Moderate to full
Rich

Organizational Structure
Attempted, but unclear
Reflects conventions such as beginning, middle & end
Clear and/or subtle organization
Purpose and target audience skillfully addressed

Directions
Missing 1 or more parts
Complete – 3 supportive facts
More than 3 good facts
Focused selection of more than 3 facts

Vocabulary
Limited or inappropriate
Limited but suitable
Good selection of words to convey intent
Excellent selection of words

Mechanics
Many spelling and punctuation errors
Some spelling and punctuation errors
Minor spelling and punctuation errors
No spelling and punctuation errors

Technology

Technology used in this unit includes:

· Overhead projector

· Computer(s)

· Computer projector

· Internet sites

· Online catalog

· Periodical databases

· Word processing

· Video camera  (for class presentation)

REFLECTION

After working and talking with Global History & Geography and Economics teachers in my building, I designed this unit to bring together the concepts they teach into cohesive framework to help foster the students’ understanding of the gathered information.  At the ninth and tenth grade level, more emphasis might be placed on the role of geography and politics; at the senior level, the emphasis would center on the economic factors.


The notetaking and writing exercises are designed to foster skills needed for the Regents examinations.  Ideally, the Global History & Geography teacher and English teacher could collaborate on these tasks. 


Additionally, this unit could easily incorporate a lesson on website evaluation, if the teacher decides to have students use search engines to gather information on their assigned countries.  Note: as the unit is constructed now, students use specific websites that I have identified and evaluated for both accuracy and stability.    If the teacher and library media specialist decide to have students search the Internet,  a lesson on Internet searching techniques and website evaluation should be added if students have not been given previous instruction in these two areas.   Excellent website evaluation lessons can be found at Kathy Schrock’s Discovery Channel site: http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/eval.html   

Your library media specialist can give students a one period (40 minute) lesson on search strategy and web search tips.  Instruction time can be combined with the teacher and library media specialist supervising the practice.

Another option would be to add a second culminating activity, an oral report of the student’s final recommendation to the class.   The oral presentations could be videotaped for the students’ self-evaluation.  
