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OVERVIEW
 This is a unit on the novel James and the Giant Peach, by Roald Dahl.  Students will read the novel, write a chronological narrative, and complete a webquest dealing with the life of Roald Dahl.  

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 Know and understand prewriting, drafting, proofreading, and revising  
 Write a chronological narrative

 Know and understand use of quotation marks
 Will complete graphic organizers. 

 Understand term, fantasy
Will word process story 

 Be able to identify characters in James in the Giant Peach
Will create author card after completing webquest

 
Will summarize chapters and make predictions

 
Will write a description paragraph 



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 How do you write a chronological narrative?

How do you use the writing process?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
 ELA Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and  transmit information.

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

Students: 

gather and interpret information from children's reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards,  audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams. 

select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another 

select and use strategies they have been taught for notetaking, organizing, and categorizing information 

ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

Students: 

present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts 

select a focus, organization, and point of view for oral and written presentations 

use a few traditional structures for conveying information such as chronological order, cause and effect, and similarity and difference 

use details, examples, anecdotes, or personal experiences to explain or clarify information 

include relevant information and exclude extraneous material 

use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce  well-constructed informational texts 

ELA Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading

1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

Students:

read a variety of literature of different genres: picture books; poems; articles and stories from children's magazines; fables, myths and legends; songs, plays and media productions; and works of fiction and nonfiction intended for young readers

read aloud accurately and fluently, using phonics and context cues to determine pronunciation and meaning

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content and language of a text. Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multilayered. 

Students:

create their own stories, poems, and songs using the elements of the literature they have read and appropriate vocabulary 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 Students will watch a short clip of the movie,  James and the Giant Peach.  Point out parts containing fantasy and discuss the term.  Using Think, Pair Share, (students listen to the task, think independently, pair with a partner to discuss and share with another group or the class) have students list examples of books, stories, movies, etc. that contain fantasy.  As a large group complete a word splash with the students’ responses.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
 As a class read James and the Giant Peach.  Take turns reading, some by students and some by teacher.  At the end of each session use think, pair, share (students listen to the task, think independently, pair with a partner to discuss and share with another group or the class) to summarize.  Write summary in notebook.  Also, write a prediction statement for the upcoming chapters.  (You may want to assign some reading for homework depending on time and/or independent reading abilities.)

After first reading, students will write a paragraph describing the perfect life.  Go over hamburger graphic organizer for paragraph writing.  (Top bun = topic sentence, meat = “juicy meaty details,” bottom bun = conclusion which holds it together)  See attachments.  

After Chapter 18, students will answer Constructed Response Question on the Centipede poem.  (attached)  Also, using pairs check (partners do first problem, partners must agree before going on to next problem), complete character quiz.  (attached)

Students will use paired verbal fluency (in pairs, #1 talks while #2 writes, then #2 talks while #1 writes) to get five ideas to complete What if worksheet.  (attached) Each student will then choose their favorite idea from the worksheet.  From this they will develop a chronological narrative.

Students will complete central idea graph to show and define steps in writing process. As steps of the writing process are taught, work from students will be collected, and feedback will be given to students. As revisions are made, notes will be taken on how students planned, drafted, proofread, and revised. This will be the teacher’s observation and assessment of the writing process.

Students will receive instruction on writing a chronological narrative and signal words (attached).  After getting some examples, students will use paired verbal fluency (in pairs, #1 talks while #2 writes, then #2 talks while #1 writes) to come up with more.

Students will complete sequential order organizer and QAD (question, answer, detail) organizer to help them organize their thought for their story.  Students will be given class time to used as writing workshops to write and word process their stories. Mini lessons should be developed according to the needs of the students.  The use of quotation marks was a problem area in my class with this assignment.  Web sites to help with this are:

http://www.edu/htmlpages/writer/pandg/ex7qmark.htm
http://www.gac.edu/~mgulley/lessonplan.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/qmarks/html
Also http://www.quia.com/ has interactive sites for grammar skill work.  Students can work on problems areas during minilessons or while waiting for feedback between drafts.   

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE
Author Cards web Quest
http://www.west-bend.k12.wi.us/webquest/ms/author/Default.htm
Have you noticed that there are lots of baseball card clones available now. 

Baseball cards have led to NASCAR cards, football cards, basketball cards, and

even rock star cards.  What if the library had author cards to look at? 

(taken from web webquest intoduction) 

Students make an author card for Roald Dahl.  They will use induction to summarize and find main ideas from the information they find.  The web quest has a rubric for evaluation.  

The author card and chronological narrative grades I counted twice.  Quizzes and paragraph counted once.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

Students should have some previous experience on the word processor and saving their work.  

 It is also helpful if students have some experience using the internet, but not necessary. 

 

MODIFICATIONS

This lesson was done with a self contained special education class.  The writing workshop portion allowed for students to work at their own pace and receive the help they needed. A teacher’s assistant helped in giving students feedback and help.

The teacher read a good portion of the novel to the class.  This could be adjusted according to the reading abilities of the students or done in small groups with the help of a teacher’s assistant.

 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 

 It took a week and a half of language arts time to read the book and a week of class time for writing workshop.  

EXTENSIONS

A science unit on insects could be done along with the book.  The following are webquests on insects:

http://www.macomb.k12.mi.us/wq/WebQ97/BugsBugs.htm
http://www.guilford.k12.nc.us/webquests/insects/insects.htm
 http://www.uky.edu/Agriculture/Entomology/ythfacts/hurtrnot.htm 
TECHNOLOGY USE

Word processor

Internet use for web sites to help in mini lessons

Webquest for culminating performance

Webquest for science extension
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Like jellied gnats and dandyprats and earwigs
cooked in slime,
And mice with rice—they're really nice
When roasted in thair prime.
{(But don't forget to sprinkle them with just @ pinch
of grime.)

“P've caten fresh mudburgers by the greatest cooks
there are,
And scrambled dregs and stinkbugs’ eggs and
hornets stewed in tar,
And pails of snails and lizards' tails,
And beetles by the jar.
(A beetle is improved by just a splash of vinegar.)

“I often eat boiled slobbages. They're grand when
served beside
Minced doodlebugs and curried slugs, And have
you ever tried
Mosquitoes’ taes and wampfish ross
Most delicately frisd?
(The only trouble is they disagree with my inside.)

Lo mad for crispy wasp-stings on a picce of
buttered toast,

And pickled spines of porcupines. And then
gorgeous roast

Of dragon’s flesh, well hung, nos fresh—

It costs & buck at most,

(And comes to you in barrels if you order it by post.)

“I crave the tasty tentacles of octopi for tea
1 like hot-dogs, I Love hot-frogs, and surely
youll agree
A plate of soil with engine oil's
A super recipe.
(I hardly need to mention that it's practically frée.)

“For dinner on my birthday shall I tell you what T
chose:
Hot noadles made from poodles on a slice of garden
hose—
dnd a rather smelly jelly
Made of armadillo’s toes
(The jelly is delicious, but you have to hold your
nose.)

he burden

declares

right out of reach;
But there's no doubt I'd go without
A million plates of euch

For one small mite,
One tiny bite
OF this FANTASTIC PEACHS”
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What If. . .?

The old man said that James
would never be miserable again
if he swallowed the bag of green
things. The old man promised
that marvelous, fabulous,
unbelievable things would hap-
pen to James. But James drop-
ped the bag under the peach
tree!

What if James had not dropped
the bag of green things under

the peach tree? What if he had
swallowed them all instead? How

would the story be different?g=——n

Write five marvelous, fabulous, unbelievable things that might have happened
to James if he had eaten the green things.

1.

On the back of this paper, draw one of the things you wrote about. Share
your ideas with the class!
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When you write a chronological narrative,
you are , in effect, telling a story of a real or
imaginary event. The key here is the logical
sequence of the sections of the story. Itis
important to include many details to make
the experience come alive for the reader.

To help you plan the important information
to share in this narrative, construct answers
to these questions: who, what, where, when,
why and how.

In addition, to help your readers follow
the “flow” of your story, use sequence
markers (first, then, after, finally, etc.) in
appropriate places.

Use a Sequence graphic organizer as well
as a 0-A-D to plan the details and the order
of your narrative.

Transitional Words and Phrases
To indicate time,

after earlier meanwhile slowly

all at once eventually next soon . -
. before finally not long after suddenly

during later quickly then
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