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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience

 This experience is the culminating experience in a unit on diseases. The students will choose a disease (communicable or non-communicable), research the cause, physical symptoms, mental and spiritual effects, treatment, and prevention of that disease, and prepare a flyer type information sheet about the disease to be displayed in the classroom.

Connection to Standards

HPEHE Standard 1:

Students will have the necessary knowledge and skills to establish and maintain physical fitness, participate in physical activity, and maintain personal health


Students will research on the Internet facts about a disease, then prepare flyer demonstrating those facts

HPEHE Standard 2

Students will acquire the knowledge and ability necessary to create and maintain a safe and healthy environment


Students will include information concerning prevention and treatment of a disease

Essential Question

 What should I know about ___________ disease?

Content Knowledge: Declarative, Procedural

Declarative

students will understand the difference between a communicable disease and a non-communicable or lifestyle disease

students will understand the difference between a virus and a bacteria and the treatments of both 

students will understand the difference between physical, mental and spiritual effects of a particular disease (mind/body/spirit) 

students will understand the importance of disease prevention and treatment to their overall wellbeing (mind/body/spirit) 

students will understand the characteristics of reliable health information

Procedural

students will use the Internet as a research tool


students will design a flyer with pertinent information about their disease

 

PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions.)

The experience begins by role playing a situation where a student walks into his/her doctor’s office (I am the physician) and is told that they have typhoid fever. If the student does not initially ask "what is that?" I prompt the student to ask some questions. "What does this mean?" "How did I get it?" "How will you treat it?" "Is it contagious?" "Will I die?" etc.

Following the role play, the instructor explains to the class that at some point in everyone’s life each one of you, or a loved one of yours could experience a similar situation, where you are diagnosed with a disease that you know little or nothing about. Then we will discuss the importance of being your own health care advocate and knowing as much as you can about your health and wellbeing.


The project is then explained to the students, with written instructions, a copy of the grading rubric, a timeline for completion, and sample flyers from other students.

The assignment directions are as follows:


Your completed project must be turned in by ________. All of your information has to fit on one sheet of standard paper, but you may use both sides of the paper if you need to. Your project needs to include the following information:


Name of the disease


Physical symptoms of the disease


Cause of the disease


Treatment of the disease


Prevention of the disease


Spiritual effects of having this disease


Mental effects of having this disease

Your information can be in the form of a pamphlet, or more like a poster, or similar to a newspaper article, or just presented in outline form.

You need to include a work-cited section, where you write the web sites, or names and numbers of local organizations, or texts that you took information from. Use correct form.

This project is worth 40 points.

The students next must choose the disease or disorder that they would like to research. I hand out a sheet with acceptable choices, but also allow for the students to add to that list if they know of a disease that is not listed. (I almost always have at least 1 student who adds to the list)

Once the students know the disease they are going to research we proceed to the library or computer lab to begin the research process.

Students have 2 class periods (80 minutes each) in the lab, and have extra contact time in my room during advisement, lunch or after school to complete their research and hand in a rough draft.

I correct rough drafts and make sure the students have not plagiarized the material, add any questions I feel are pertinent and return the copies to students

Once the students have received their approved rough drafts they have 1 more class period in the computer lab to design and print out the final draft.

Students must include a work-cited section on their flyer.

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS

  
Students with learning disabilities or ESL students require personal attention. This is given during Advisement period or after school as well as during class time. Often it is necessary to extend the time required for these individual students.

TIME REQUIRED

 
The initial preparation is approximately 1 hour for the instructor, to write up the assignment and the rubric and prepare examples to be used. After this experience has been completed once, the prep time is drastically reduced each consecutive time it is used.

There are 3 class periods (80 minute blocks) that are used for implementing this experience, then the final products are displayed for at least 2 additional periods.

 
The greatest time expenditure is the correcting of the rough drafts. It is imperative that the instructor check sources and make sure that the students have not simply "cut and pasted" their entire project. It usually takes a minimum of 15 minutes for each flyer. However, the time is well spent at this point, because it makes the final product that much easier to assess.

RESOURCES

 
Technology – need to have access to one computer per student with internet access

· I supply the students with a list of web resources and search engines that I know to be reliable and useful. (this is not the only sources they can use, but helps to get them started)

Human – the instructor needs to have knowledge of computers and the internet, or have a librarian or tech specialist available to help answer questions that arise

We also use the library resources such as medical dictionary, Mosby’s medical encyclopedia, and books about specific diseases that are available

ASSESSMENT PLAN
(Include samples of rubrics, checklists, etc.)

My rubric is as follows:

Requirement



Grade 



Project Grade _____

Physical symptoms


_____

Cause of disease


_____

Treatment



_____

Prevention



_____

Spiritual effects



_____

Mental effects



_____

Work cited



_____

General appearance/timeliness

_____

Grade


General description

0


information in this category is missing

2


information in this category is incorrect

3


information in this category is incomplete and has errors

4


information in this category is accurate, but incomplete

5


information in this category is accurate and complete

 

Grade


spiritual/mental effects

0


effects not listed

2


effects are inaccurate and incomplete

3


effects listed/described are accurate, but many missing

4


effects listed are accurate and complete

5


effects described are accurate and complete

 

Grade


appearance/timeliness

0


project was not turned in

2


project is late, sloppy and contains several spelling errors

3


project is late, but is neat, contains some spelling errors

4


project is on time, mostly neat, a few spelling errors

5


project is on time, very neat, has no spelling errors

STUDENT WORK
(Include samples of student work showing different levels of performance.)

REFLECTION

  
This experience has been a nice way for me to make sure that the students are meeting the first and second HPEHE standards. For most students this is the last organized health class they will be in, they are going to need to know how to access reliable health information for the rest of their lives. This experience gives them the opportunity to practice some of those acquisition skills. 

I have found that giving the students as much choice as possible in presentation and even selection of a disease has made them more enthusiastic about the project.

I have enjoyed doing this learning experience with the students. In most every class, it has provided an opportunity to get to know some of the students on a more personal level, due to sharing information about themselves or a family member. This experience also affords me the time to chat with each student individually over the course of the 3 days we work on it and that helps the students to see that I am human and care about them and their lives. This is not just a job for me, I really enjoy getting to know these kids.

 

