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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience

 
Students will learn the causes of the Civil War by constructing their own graphic organizers.  Students will construct these organizers by using Inspiration 6.0.  This activity is an example of Constructing Support, which is part of the extending and refining process.  The details included in the graphic organizer must relate to each specific cause.  Students will also print an outline, which will help prepare students to write the Document Based Question essay which is on the causes and results of the civil war.  Another strength of this activity is it helps students realize that there is a variety of views and perspectives when it comes to what caused the Civil War. 
Connection to Standards

Standard 1: History of the United States and New York Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.

· Understand how different experiences, beliefs, values, traditions, and motives cause individuals and groups to interpret historic events and issues from perspectives.

· Describe historic events through the eyes and experiences of those who were there.

MST Learning Standards:

2.  Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technology.

· Use a range of equipment and software to integrate several forms of information in order to create good quality audio, video, graphic, and text based presentations.

Essential Question
What are the causes that led to the Civil War?

Content Knowledge: Declarative, Procedural

	 Declarative 
	Procedural

	1.  The students will be able to list and explain 5 causes of the Civil War
	1.  The students will learn the process of using Inspiration 6.0


PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions.)

 
As a hook into the learning experience students will watch a 15 minute video clip of Ken Burn’s Civil War.  The 15 minute video clip will show a variety of views on what caused the Civil War.  After the video students in numbered pairs (student number one will be speaking and student number two will write) will answer the following question: What did the historians believe were the causes of the Civil War?  

As a link to prior knowledge, students will, identify what the causes of the Civil War are.    This will be accomplished by completing a Constructing Support Organizer with his or her partner (this organizer will help students construct reasons and facts for the causes of the Civil War)


Teacher will then introduce the Inspiration 6.O activity.  The task will be for students to create a graphic organizer using the inspiration software.  The subject of the organizer will be causes of the Civil War.  The following are the guidelines that must be included in the organizer:

1. The main box (circle)  will be titles causes of the Civil War

2. Use at least one picture

3. The use of at least two different colors.

4. At least 5 causes of the Civil War

5. Under each cause there should be 2-3 boxes with detail and explanation

6. Print an outline of the organizer to put in your notebook.

Before proceeding to the computer lab students will go over the instruction in a Think- Pair- Share activity.  First the students will listen to the instructions.  Next they will take 1-2 minutes to think independently about what the assignment is asking of them.  They will then take 3-5 minutes to pair with a partner to discuss the activity.  Finally each pair will be expected to add something, as the directions will be gone over for a final time.

Once students fully understand the directions the class will learn how to use Inspiration 6.0.  This is best done in a computer lab where students can follow along with the teacher.   Attached below are the directions on how to teach students Inspiration 6.0.  Students should follow along step by step with the teacher.

1. Open Inspiration.

2. To create a concept map, we begin with a single concept. For example, let's say we're going to create a concept map on the Revolutionary War. Type that concept in the main box.

3.  In the next step, we type in all the major terms or concepts we can think of that relate to that topic. Simply point and type for each new idea. Inspiration automatically puts your words in symbols

4.  After all our ideas are entered, we begin linking them. Click the Link tool, then click on the symbols you wish to link. Inspiration will draw the link for you. To enter a connecting phrase, just click on the link and start typing Finally, we rearrange the symbols so their relationships are clear. Click and drag; the links and the linking phrases will follow. 

Other Features

Rapid Fire

5. To use rapid-fire leave the main idea highlighted, and click on the Rapid Tool on the top tool bar.  Note the red lighting bolt has appeared behind the word.  Simply type in concepts that are associated with the term and it will automatically branch off from the main concept.

Enlarging A Symbol

6. Click on the symbol to highlight it, when you see the boxes on the corners, click on the lower right hand corner and drag it to desired size.

Change A Symbol

7. Click on the symbol to highlight.  Next go over to the symbol palette to choose a different shape or picture.  Your symbol palette should be on the left side of the screen.  If not go up to your tool bar select view and make sure the symbol palette is checked.

Change Colors

8. Click on any symbol, then go up to word, Effect at the top and choose to fill color off of the drop menu.  A color chart will appear and you can make a choice of colors.  

Change Diagram into an outline

9.  Click on the word outline on the upper tool bar and the diagram immediately turns into an outline.


Once the teacher has gone through the basic steps with the students, the students should work on the assignment.                                                   

Taken from www.inspiration.com

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS

This learning experience is designed to be a culminating experience on the Events that lead up to the Civil War.  Therefore it is essential that the teacher has gone over the various factors that led to the Civil War


This experience is designed for each student to create his/her own graphic organizer; therefore the teacher needs to have access to a computer lab.

TIME REQUIRED
 
The entire learning experience should take three days with two of those days being in the computer lab.

RESOURCES

1. Computer for each student.

2. Constructing support graphic organizer.

ASSESSMENT PLAN
(Include samples of rubrics, checklists, etc.)
 
Students should be encouraged to use the following checklist and check off as they are working on their assignment

	Requirements
	Yes
	No

	1.  main box titled causes of the Civil War
	
	

	2.  used at least one picture
	
	

	3.  used at least two different colors
	
	

	4.  at least five causes of the Civil War are contained in the organizer
	
	

	5.  under each item there are two to three boxes of explanation which relate to a cause of the Civil War
	
	

	6.  printed an outline
	
	


Rubric for Organizer

	Task Component
	4 Points 
	3 Points 
	2 Points 
	1 Point
	Teacher Comments

	Identifies Causes
	Accurately identifies 5 causes that require support.  All five causes are relevant to the discussions in class  
	Accurately identifies 5 causes that require support, most which were discussed in class.
	Accurately identifies 3 causes that require support.
	Accurately identifies 1-2 causes that requires support
	

	Provides Evidence for the Cause
	Presents a clear and accurate treatment of available evidence that address the central points of all of the causes.
	Presents a clear and accurate treatment of available evidence that address the central points of all of the causes.  However some of the evidence may be vague.
	Presents a clear and accurate treatment of available evidence that address the central points of 3 of the causes.
	Presents a clear and accurate treatment of available evidence that address the central points of 1-2 of the causes.
	


STUDENT WORK
(Include samples of student work showing different levels of performance.)
REFLECTION
 
I have found that Inspiration 6.0 is a very effective resource for helping students organize information.  Furthermore students like the software because it is very easy to use and they can associate concepts and ideas with various pictures.  It has helped all of my students become more organized and I have seen an improvement in essay writing.

 

 

