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OVERVIEW
Students will compare and contrast live versus videotaped performance of the same title. Collaboration between the ELA teacher and the performing arts presenter was essential for maintaining uniform presentation of related ELA concepts and reinforcing those concepts practiced in the classroom.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

PRIVATE
Declarative 
Procedural 

 1.) Students will understand the aesthetic and logistical differences between videotaped and live performances.
 1.) Students will fill in a compare and contrast chart citing special effects, audio and visual differences and similarities.

 2.) Students will understand the plot changes necessitated by using different performance formats 
 2.) Students will be able to pull context ideas using listening and visual cues and record them in a journal.

 3.) Students will know character descriptions for 3 out of 5 characters of their choice.
3.) Students will be able to write concretely about their opinions defending which mode of performance delivery is most effective.


 4.) Students will know how to formulate an arguable opinion in written form.

 
 

 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1.) What criteria do people use to respond to the arts?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 

ELA #1-Language for Information and Understanding.

     Benchmark: Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding.

ELA #3- Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation.

     Benchmark: Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation.

ELA #4- Language for Social Interaction.

     Benchmark: Students will listen, speck, read, and write for social interaction.

The Arts #2- Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources

     Benchmark: Students will be knowledgeable about the use of the materials and resources available for participation in the arts in various roles.

The Arts #3- Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art

     Benchmark: Students will respond critically to a variety of works in the arts, connecting the individual work to other works and to other aspects of human endeavor and thought. 

The Arts #4- Understanding the Cultural Contributions of the Arts

     Benchmark: Students will develop an understanding of the personal and cultural forces that shape artistic communication and how the arts in turn shape the diverse cultures of past and present society.

Health, Physical Education, and Home Economics #3- Resource Management

     Benchmark: Students will understand and be able to manage their personal and community resources.

Career and Occupational Studies #2- Integrated Learning

      Benchmark: Students will demonstrate how academic knowledge and skills are applied in the workplace and other settings.

INITIATING ACTIVITY
Students will be given an exercise in which they will practice taking notes on a short animated cartoon lasting 5-10 minutes. Notes will be compiled on the board. Students will be asked to note; main characters, plot, and story development. This will serve as practice for the “reel” event. The written pattern(s) used are those presented in the ELA classroom such as story mapping, constructing support charts, compare and contrast charts, webbing and Venn diagrams or those constructed by the ELA teacher.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
 *Students will be given a verbal outline of what the project entails.

1.) Students will identify the title of the work they will see, name the composer (person who creates the music) and the choreographer (person who creates the dances). Students should take notice of these at the beginning of the “reel” or in their performance programs. Students should receive preliminary instructions on proper audience etiquette for viewing all modes of performances whether “live” or taped.

2.) Students will define the items they will identify, i.e. the main characters, sets, and plot and will these notes in a journal using the format choices given. Students will be given a format or choice of formats based on those that they are familiar with. The format choices are those agreed upon by the ELA teacher and the artist.

3.) Students will participate in a dialogue on what notes they took paying particular attention to identifying the main characters, the plot and any special effects presented.

4.) * If possible, students should take a tour of the theater hosting the live performance.

5.) Once at the theater, students will again receive instruction on proper theater etiquette (to include proper rest room use), and review their journal entries for the “reel” performance.

6.) After each act, students should record their observations in as much detail in their journals.

7.) If possible, a discussion of notes taken during the performance should include a comparison and then a contrast of the (2) performance viewings.

8.) Students will begin a draft essay that defends their preference of a “reel” or “real” performance.

9.) Students will exchange their drafts with another student in the class. Students will be editing for grammar and spelling.

10.) Students will then construct their final copy.

11.) Teachers will grade the essay using the same rubric as in the ELA Grade 4 Writing test.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
Students will be able to defend their opinion that answers the question of “Reel or Real?” Students should be able to defend their position using specific elements with basic terminology. 

The following is the rubric used for grading essays.

Heading                  4- Heading contains name, grade, date, and teacher’s name (All elements)

                               3- Heading may be missing one element

                         2- Heading is missing two elements

                               1- Heading is missing three elements

Opening Statement   4- Opening sentence is clear and restates the question

                               3- Opening sentence restates the question

                               2- Opening statement is confusing

1- Opening statement does not restate the question or is missing

Supporting Reasons  4- Three sentences with three supporting reasons that are correct

  3-Two sentences with two supporting reasons that are correct

  2- One sentence with one supporting reason that is correct 

1- No reason or support or confused

Closing Sentence    4- Closing sentence brings strong support and closure to the 

                                   compare/contrast essay

 3-Closing sentence brings closure to the essay

                         2- Attempts to unify the essay with the closing but the sentence is vague 

                               1- No closing sentence or does not conclude the idea of the essay

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
1.) Students should be familiar with note taking techniques as required by the Grade 4 ELA testing.

2.) Students should have an awareness of fact versus opinion.

3.) Students should have an understanding of the etiquette required at a live performance.

4.) A brief overview of staging techniques used on a movie stage and a theater stage.

5.) An overview (handout) of how the final product will be graded should be given to each student.

 Submitting teacher is the Magnet School theme specialist. Integrating core curriculum through the arts (especially dance) and presenting these lessons is the job of this specialist. The submitting teacher is also the Artistic Director of a regional youth ballet company, The Leatherstocking Ballet, and this performing arts company contributed the “real” arts performance component.

MODIFICATIONS
 None required for this performance but may be adapted to fit literature, drama, music, and visual arts as the catalyst for the unit.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 Day #1- Note taking techniques used as a practice. Student viewing of a cartoon is approximately 10 minutes. Note taking- 5-10 minutes.

Day #2-The “Reel” video- A video of the same ballet performance the students will be seeing. “Alice in Wonderland”, “The Nutcracker”, and “Cinderella” are all appropriate. Video will last 100-110 minutes. The video may be shown in two parts on (2) successive Journal writing- 10-15 minutes.  

Day #3- Field Trip- Travel time to the theater. Ballet performance- 90-120 minutes including intermissions. All journal writing should take place during the intermissions. Classroom discussion- 10-15 minutes maximum.

Day #4- Essay draft- 30 minutes.

Day #5- Student editing- 20 minutes.

Day #6- (Optional) Student composition committed to computer/word processor format- 30-45 minutes.

Day #7- Grading of essays.

Day #8- Review and displaying of essays which may include internet displays. (recommended)

Additionally, students will be able to answer the following questions based on the knowledge acquired during this unit:

1.) Why would someone prefer the theater experience rather than the movie experience?

2.) How could the movie director/artistic director approach the plot differently? Give examples.

3.) Do the limitations of the theater cause the performance to be diminished? Enhanced?

4.) Does the videotaped performance cause the performance to be diminished? Enhanced?

5.) How would a written version of the same performance present a different perspective from the “reel” or “real” version?

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 Where available, students should participate in committing their essays to computer format and then post the on the internet using a school based site.

Additional technology use: Students will cast a ballot via a school based voting site for their preference of performance type, live or video. Students will be able to compare their vote with those in their class, school or voters outside their classroom/school. Students will then generate a graph based on these results.

Journal note formats:

                                                      ACT I

Characters                                     Setting                                          Plot

                                                    ACT II
Characters                                     Setting                                          Plot

                                                     ACT III

Characters                                     Setting                                          Plot
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