Title III Technology Literacy Challenge Grant
Learning Unit 
	LU Title: So Much Can Happen in a Night!
	Author(s):  Julie Reader

	Grade Level: Grade 10
	School :  Mount Markham

	Topic/Subject Area:  English
	Address:  Fairground Rd.

West Winfield, NY 13491

	Email: jr910eng@dreamscape.com
	Phone: 315-822-6343

Fax: 822-3486




OVERVIEW
 The purpose of this unit is to familiarize students with Shakespeare’s comedy.  Most students only get exposure to either history or tragedy.  The theme for this unit is humor and its relevance, as well as Shakespeare’s impact and relevance on our world today.  The unit takes approximately 4-6 weeks of 42 minute classes.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 Students will understand that humor is universal and not necessarily only related to a specific situation.
	 Students will be able to decode Shakespearean 

English.

	 Students will become familiar with the life of William Shakespeare and the Elizabethan era.
	 Students will be able to speak in front of an audience in a group.

	 Students will understand the production of a play in Elizabethan England.
	 Students will work responsibly in a group setting.

	 Students will understand the relevance of Shakespeare’s themes in today’s world.
	 Students will be able to utilize the Internet for gathering presentation material.

	 Students will understand Shakespearean English
	

	 
	 


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1. How is the nature of humor different today than in Shakespearean times?

2. How are relationships between young people and parents different than hundreds of years ago?

3. How is humor universal?

4. How has the idea of young love changed over time?

5. What does Shakespeare have to do with life today?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
 
 Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 
Commencement - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

Students: 

· synthesize information from diverse sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information 

· use a combination of techniques (e.g., previewing, use of advance organizers, structural cues) to extract salient information from texts 

· make distinctions about the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas 

· make perceptive and well developed connections to prior knowledge 

. Commencement - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

Students: 

· present a controlling idea that conveys an individual perspective and insight into the topic 

· use a wide range of organizational patterns such as chronological, logical (both deductive and inductive), cause and effect, and comparison/contrast 

· support interpretations and decisions about relative significance of information with explicit statement, evidence, and appropriate argument 

· revise and improve early drafts by restructuring correcting errors, and revising for clarity and effect 

· use standard English skillfully, applying established rules and conventions for presenting information and making use of a wide range of grammatical constructions and vocabulary to achieve an individual style that communicates effectively. 

Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Commencement - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

Students: 

· identify the distinguishing features of different literary genres, periods and traditions and use those features to interpret the work 

· recognize and understand the significance of a wide range of literary elements and techniques, (including figurative language, imagery, allegory, irony, blank verse, symbolism, stream-of-consciousness) and use those elements to interpret the work 

· understand how multiple levels of meaning are conveyed in a text 

· read aloud expressively to convey a clear interpretation of the work 

· evaluate literary merit based on an understanding of the genre, the literary elements, and the literary period and tradition. 

Commencement - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content and language of a text. Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multi-layered. 

· present responses to and interpretations of works of recognized literary merit with references to the principal features of the genre, the period, and literary tradition and drawing on their personal experiences and knowledge 

· produce literary interpretations that explicate the multiple layers of meaning 

· write original pieces in a variety of literary forms, correctly using the conventions of the genre and using structure and vocabulary to achieve an effect 

· use standard English skillfully and with an individual style. 

Standard 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 

Commencement- Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to analyze and evaluate experiences, ideas, information, and issues requires using evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives and recognizing the difference in evaluations based on different sets of criteria. 

Students: 

· evaluate the quality of the texts and presentations from a variety of critical perspectives within the field of study (e.g., using both Poe's elements of a short story and the elements of "naturalist fiction" to evaluate a modern story) 

Commencement- Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based. 

Students: 

· present orally and in writing well-developed analyses of issues, ideas, and texts, explaining the relations for their positions and analyzing their positions from a variety of perspectives in such forms as formal speeches, debates, thesis/support papers, literary critiques, and issues analyses 

· make effective use of details, evidence, and arguments and of presentational strategies to influence an audience to adopt their position 

· monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to have the greatest influences on a particular audience 

· use standard English, a broad and precise vocabulary, and the conventions of formal oratory and debate. 

Standard 4 - Language for Social Interaction 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction. 

Commencement - Listening and Speaking 

1. Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of different ages, genders, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations. 

Students: 

· engage in conversations and discussions on academic, technical, and community subjects, anticipating listeners' needs and skillfully addressing them 

· express their thoughts and views clearly with attention to the perspectives and voiced concerns of the others in the conversation 

· use appropriately the language conventions for a wide variety of social situations, such as informal conversations, first meetings with peers or adults, and more formal situations such as job interviews or customer service. 

Commencement - Reading and Writing 

1. Written communication for social interaction requires using written messages to establish, maintain, and enhance personal relationships with others. 

Students: 

· use a variety of print and electronic forms for social communication with peers and adults 

· make effective use of language and style to connect the message with the audience and context 

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 Role Play:  Select 5 students to role play the opening act of the play.  Students are told that 2 of them want to get married.  They are in love.  Another student is the father who says they can’t.  As these three argue about this, another student is there saying he wants to marry the girl and he is the father’s first choice anyway!  They must come to some kind of solution.  Give them a few minutes to argue this out.  Ask the class for possible solutions to the problem.  Generate several scenarios that seem plausible.  

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Day 1-  Intiating activity.  See above.  Go over the cast list and explain the connections each character has to the others.  Discuss these connections by pairing each couple with their final mate. 

Knowledge:  Cast of characters and relationships of each.  List on board as students take notes.

Day 2-  Discuss the showing of the film of the performance of Shakespeare in the park, form NYC.  Explain that the play is performed completely outdoors and discuss how that would be done as far as scene changes, costume changes, etc.  Begin film.

Knowledge: Understanding of live performance and its inherent difficulties and peculiarities

Days 3-5 –Show film.  During the film, teacher should explain and point out who is who and at times when the action is confusing, explain what is going on.  You may stop the film to do this.  At the end of each day, leave 3-5 minutes to orally summarize the action in the day’s viewing.  Students should also keep a log of the film summary in their notes.

Day 6 – At the completion of the film, review the story line.  Elicit from students through questioning what happened to the four couples and who was involved in the action. This information should be readily available to them from their notes. 

Knowledge:  Students should have a basic knowledge of the story line so that when you are reading the play, both you and they can refer to various parts of the performance for better understanding of the language and the humor.

Assessment:  You may collect each student’s notes for evaluation of their listening during each review session following the daily viewing of the film.

Day 7- Begin discussion of the Globe Theater and Shakespearean audiences by asking them to remember interesting things about how the film version was performed.  Again, their notes should help them.  Ask for ideas about how Shakespeare could advertise his plays when most people couldn’t  read.  Discuss the use of flags and also town criers.  Draw  a picture of the Globe Theater and explain the type of audience who went to see the plays.  Ask:  How could Shakespeare keep everyone’s attention if they were such a broad range of people (uneducated, educated, all ages).  Their responses should indicate their level of understanding of the play at this point.

Day 8 – Ask students to volunteer to read parts of the play.  By this time, they usually have definite ideas about who they want to be.  These roles may be changed through out the reading of the play.  Ask them why they want to be this person.  They should be talking about personality traits for the characters and how that is suitable for them.

Day 9-19- Reading of play in class.  Students should be reading the play in the front of the class or where there is room to move around.  At the end of each day, students should write a summary of what happened during the day’s reading.  These are to be collected and evaluated for student comprehension.  This may be done orally, as well.  

Also, during reading, continual checking of comprehension of text should be done by asking for immediate translation of the text into modern English.  Homework assignments of textual translation are acceptable, as well.

The humor in the play is obvious.  Students should be laughing when the lovers get mixed up and when the rustics are performing the play within the play.  Reminding them of parts of the filmed performance will help them to visualize the text, as well as function as a memory tool for the actual action in the story.  

Asking students to pause during particularly funny dialogue and picture what is going on is helpful.  Discussing why it is funny and asking for parallel experience in their own lives begins to draw the connections to the universality of humor and situations.  Also, asking students to share experiences that are similar will bring the idea of the timelessness of humor and relationships into focus.

Day 20- After reading the play, assess by giving an objective test.  This is to check for basic comprehension as well as for listening skills since much of the work is done orally.

Day 22-25-In groups of 3 or 4, students are asked to think about theme and the message that Shakespeare is sending with this play.  They should be able to discuss the following questions:

1. What is the theme for the play (there can be a variety of answers, but they should be on the topic of love and the inconstancy of people)?  What is your support?

2. If Shakespeare were writing this play today, how would he have to change it, and would he need to change the story at all?  Why?

3. Who is the most important character?  Why?

4. Which relationship has the most honesty?  How do you know this?

5. What is/are one or two questions you still have about the play?

Allow students to work on their questions for the class period.  They should be ready to come in the next day ready for discussion.  Their answers will be submitted in written from.  This is assessed by correctness of answers and the ability of each group to generate discussion.

This generates excellent discussion of the play and its humor as well as helps students understand anything they are still unsure of.  They discuss the play with each other on a small scale and them when the group reports back with their answers, the discussion becomes class level.

End this activity by putting students in pairs and asking them to write a summary of the class discussion.  Students hand in only one summary per pair and both students receive the same grade.  Summary is graded on its completeness.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 

Create a Soundtrack for the Play

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

For this project, you will be using music to express some of the themes and actions within Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  This is a group project, and you will have both individual and group responsibilities and grades.

Assignment:

In a groups of 3-4, you will be creating the movie soundtrack for an upcoming production of the play.   Each group will find songs that correlate with particular scenes in the play, type out the lyrics, write justifications for using each song, and create a cover and title for the soundtrack.  The final project will be presented to the class.

Individual Responsibilities:

· Each person is responsible for finding 2 songs.  Groups of 3 will have 6 songs and groups of 4 will have 8.

· For each song, lyrics must be typed and should include both title and artist’s name.

· For each song, students will include a typewritten, 1-2 page justification that includes which act and scene the song would be used in, why it is appropriate for that particular spot in the play and how the song fits into the theme of the play.  Each student must write 2 justifications.  Please include your name on the justification.

· Remember, each act can only be used once, so as a group, you will need to decide who will use which scene.  Be sure to use scenes that contain important aspects of the action and that contribute to your choice of theme.

Group Responsibilities:

· Play List-Includes the performers and titles of the songs in the order they would play in the film.  Be sure to list next to each title the Act and scene that this song would play for.  This is one page and should be titled: Play List.
· Cover design for the CD.  The cover should relate to the play and the songs.  Be creative, but it should be appropriate for school.  You may use any artistic medium.  This cover should include the title of the collection, and don’t use the title of the play.
· All materials: cover design, Play List, pages of lyrics, 6-8 justifications (these should appear after the song they are justifying), should be bound together in a notebook or in some other way.  Pocket folders are not acceptable.
· Group Presentation:  Each person will discuss their song choices and explain how they relate to the play.  The group will reach a mutual decision about who will present the cover design and discuss the relevance of the title.
Checklist for Soundtrack Assignment

Individual Responsibilities:

_______   2 Songs- Titles:  _____________________       





______________________

_______    Lyrics  (typed with song title and artist’s name)

_______    Justifications  (includes act and scene, appropriateness, how it fits into theme, my own name)

Group Responsibilities:

_______   Play List (includes performer and title in the order they will play,  act and scene)  Decide who is responsible for this by (set a date.  I give them a couple days).  



Name ____________________

_______  Cover design  (includes title of collection) Decide who is 




responsible for this by (set date: I give two days for the decision).



Name ____________________

_______   Bound materials (Cover design, Play List, lyrics, justifications)  



Decide who is responsible for the notebook or other binding choice by ( set a date: I give 2 days)

   Name ____________________

_______   Decide who is presenting  the cover by ( I give I week).                           



Name __________________

Due Dates:  Song choices  


 Thursday  4/12/01



Lyrics and cover design 
   
 Monday    4/23/01 



Justifications   


Tuesday    4/24/01



Bound Materials and Presentations            4/25/01

(These time frames are adjustable based on your groups’ abilities.)

Grading:  Individually, you will receive a homework grade for every due date listed above.  It will be either a 100 for being done, or a 0 if not done.


Group Members for the soundtrack Assignment

1. ______________________   Group Member

Responsibility____________________

2. ______________________   Group Member

 Responsibility____________________

3.  ______________________   Group Member 

Responsibility____________________

4.  ______________________   Group Member

Responsibility____________________

Your grade will be determined in the following way:

Individual grades will be given for each component, as stated on the checklist. 

Also, you will be given a grade for your overall participation in the presentation.  This will be a project grade (35% category). 

(My ten week grades are in percentile categories and the reference to percentages refers to those categories.)

 You will be given a written grade for your justifications and this will go into your writing category on your 10-week grade (35%).  

Group grades will consist of the following: Bound materials-each item is worth 25 points.  Everyone will receive the same group grade and this will also go into your project category of your 10-week average.

If you have any questions during this project, please ask.  Good luck, and have some fun with this!

Evaluation for Soundtrack Assignment

Name_____________________

Date  ______________________

Individual Grades:

Participation-Presents songs clearly and completely

_________



Is composed, loud enough, and

 uses adequate eye contact


_________

Utilizes one minute of the presentation

_________

If presenting cover design, includes 

reason for title and design



_________

***Individual Overall Presentation Grade
__________

***Justification Grade  



 __________
Group Grades:

Bound Materials


All justifications present      



_________


All lyrics present





_________


Play List






_________


Cover Design





_________

***Overall Group Grade



_________

If students actually produce the CD, I give them an extra 5 points overall on the group grade.

The CDs become a part of the presentation, though they are not evaluated. 

Rubric for Individual Portion of Project

	Participation
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Songs are presented clearly and completely.  All relevent information is discussed and listeners have no unanswered questions.
	Songs are presented adequately.  Speaker clearly discusses most information and is able to answer the one or two questions brought up by listeners.
	Songs are only minimally discussed.  Listeners are not sure of the purpose for the song choice and are left with many questions.
	Songs are not discussed and/or speaker is not able to answer any questions about his/her choices.

	
	Speaker is composed, loud enough to be heard by everyone in the room, and uses adequate eye contact.  Speaker is animated and interested in his/her own information.
	Speaker is composed but may be difficult to hear at one or two points during the presentation.  Eye contact is adequate.
	Speaker is obviously nervous and may have distracting movements or comments. He/she uses little eye contact.
	Speaker is nervous and uses little eye contact or person does not speak.

	
	Speaker utilizes one minute of the presentation time and dies not monopolize the presentation.  He/she is polite and respectful.
	Speaker uses most of one minute and does not distract others during group mates presentation.
	Speaker uses less than 40 seconds of the given time and is not respectful of others when they are presenting.
	Speaker is unprepared and uses less than 30 seconds of time.  They are not respectful of others.

	Justification
	Justification is well written.  It has all the required elements, is in expository essay format and is typed.  
	Justification is well written, contains all of the required elements, but expository essay format may have internal incon-sistencies.
	Justification is poorly written. One or more of the required elements is missing and the expository essay format is incomplete.
	Justification is either missing or partly done.  Essay format is unclear and little effort is evident.

	
	Cover design is completely discussed by talking about reason for title and the relevance of the design.
	Cover design is discussed and the reason for the title is alluded to as well as the relevance for the design.
	Cover is discussed, though the reason for title and/or design relevance was missing.
	Cover is either not present or is not presented.


Rubric Group Elements

	Bound Materials
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	All justifications are present and are typed.
	Only one justification is missing.  Otherwise, the justifications are complete.  All are typed.
	Two or more justifications are missing, though the rest are complete.  All are typed.
	Most justifications are missing or incomplete.  All are typed.

	
	All lyrics are present and all information is included.  They are neatly typed.
	All lyrics are present and neatly typed.  One or two may have incomplete information.  All are neatly typed.
	Two or more lyrics are missing and others have missing information. All are neatly typed. 
	Many lyrics are missing and the required information is incomplete.  All are typed.

	
	Play list complete and includes all the required information and is attractively presented.
	Play list is complete, has most of the required information.  It is attractively presented.
	Play list is incomplete and/or most required information is missing.  List is not presented in an attractive format.
	Play list is incomplete or missing and is not presented attractively.

	
	Cover design contains all the required elements and is colorful.  Effort is clear obvious and students have clearly shown an understand-

ing of the connection of the music to the play.
	Cover design contains all the required elements and has color.  Students show some effort and the connection from the music to the play is evident.
	Cover design has color and shows some effort.  The connection to the play is questionable.
	Cover design fails to include many of the requirements and connection to the play is unclear.


This entire culminating project from beginning to end takes about 8 days.  I give 2-3 class periods for group time, but the rest is done outside of school.  

 

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

Students should be able to:

Understand group roles

Use word processing

MODIFICATIONS

Modifications are made on a case by case basis based on students’ IEPs.

(Extended time, alternate site for testing, etc.)
 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This unit is designed to take approximately 4-6 weeks, depending on the pace of your class.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE

Students will use the Internet to collect music for their soundtrack assignment and will use word processing for all written material.  They may use page maker for the CD cover or download any design or graphic for the cover.  Those who burn their CDs will also be using the technology involved in that process, though this is an optional step.
 

 

