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OVERVIEW
 This learning unit provides a unique opportunity to study the United States as mandated in the New York State Grade social studies curriculum. The primary purpose is for students to discover through multiple research techniques specific information in a three-part project on a chosen state. The culmination to this unit will be an afternoon Fifth Grade State Fair to be enjoyed by students, faculty, and family.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 Students will explain the significance of the 3-D model that they have designed.
	Students will design and create a 3-D model that is representative of their state.

	Students will explain the significance and tradition behind the food that they have prepared.
	Students will prepare a food that is representative of their state.

	Students will identify and remember important information and facts that pertain to a specific state.
	Following step by step instructions, students will create and design a poster for the state fair.


ESSENTIAL QUESTION
 What are the unique physical features, customs, and traditions for each of our fifty states?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS


 Standard 2: Information Systems


Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.



Key Idea 1:


Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning. 



Performance Indicator:

· Students will access needed information from printed media, electronic data bases, and community resources.

Standard 3: Geography

             Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the Earth’s surface.



Key Idea 1:


Geography can be divided into six essential elements which can be used to analyze important historic, geographic, economic, and environmental questions and issues. These six elements include: the world in spatial terms, places and regions, physical settings (including natural resources), human systems, environment and society, and the use of geography.



Performance Indicator:

· Students will draw maps and diagrams that serve as representations of places, physical features, and objects. 

Standard 1: History of the United States and New York

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.



Key Idea 2:


Important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions from New York State and United States history illustrate the connections and interactions of people and events across time and from a variety of perspectives.




Performance Indicator:

· Students will recognize how traditions and practices were passed from one generation to the next.

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 Please Note: A month before this unit was to begin a short note was sent home to parents informing them of this upcoming project and a request for the purchase of poster board for one aspect of this project. (See copy of letter in the resource section)

Day 1: INITIATING ACTIVITY (one hour)


To launch this unit, we talked about state and county fairs. What could be found there besides rides? I lead the class to realize there were exhibits at these fairs. I then explained how we would be having our own state fair right here at school. I explained how each of them would be required to create their own exhibit on a state they will choose. I passed out a sheet explaining our State Fair and the 3 components of it. I carefully explained each aspect of this unit. (See resources)

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Day 2: GETTING ORGANIZED (one hour)


I reviewed the state fair outline. The students chose a state to research. I passed out and explained the Parent Letter (See resources). I gave students a checklist to keep and utilize as a tool to keep themselves organized and on track. (See resources)

Days 3 and 4: WE’RE UNDERWAY (one hour each day)


At this point, the class was divided into 2 groups.


With the assistance of my co-worker, and the CRC staff, I was able to do this.


Group 1: Went to the CRC (computer lab) to do research on their state. They researched information for their poster, recipe and possibilities for the 3-D model.


Group 2: Stayed in the classroom where we outlined their individual states. They also looked for information in our classroom library.

· We switched activities on Day 4.

· I had created 50 state transparencies beforehand to assist with their state outline. An overhead was utilized for this task.

Days 5-6: HARD AT WORK (one hour each day)


Students continued their work on their state poster following the outline/checklist that was given to them at the onset.

· Some students needed additional time and assistance to find a recipe or a 3-D model idea.

· Our library and computer staff was SO helpful in this regard. 

Days 7-8: FINISHING TOUCHES (one hour each)


The students finished up their posters making sure they were proof read by a teacher for spelling etc.

    
The students wrote a short explanation about their 3-D model and their food. They explained why they were appropriate and representative of their state. Some included an historical tidbit about their food and/or model.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 


FIFTH GRADE STATE FAIR

We set up our state fair in the afternoon. The exhibit was open for all to enjoy. Students stood by their display offering explanations and their tasty treats. Our State Fair coincided with our school’s Project Night. It was well attended and well received.

  

NAME ______________________             GRADE ___________

State Fair Poster/Map Rubric

	        AMAZING
       AMERICAN
      25 points each
	Map/poster

is completed on time

Required no to little help


	All 13 required items are included
	Poster is extremely organized

Effort and creativity are evident
	Extremely neat and legible 

Few to no errors in spelling

	SATISFACTORY

STATESMAN
      22 points each
	Map/poster

is completed on time 

Required 

some help
	Only 9-12 required items are included
	Poster is organized

Some creativity and effort are evident
	Neat and legible 

Some errors in spelling

	          SO SO

        CITIZEN
       19 points each
	Map/poster

is completed on time

Required much help
	Only 5-8 required items are included
	Poster lacks organization 

Little creativity and effort
	Sloppy, carelessly displayed 

Many errors in spelling

	    COLLAPSING

  COUNTRYMAN
     17 points each
	Project is late 

Teacher assisted for completion
	Only 0-4 required items are included
	Unorganized display

 no effort or creativity
	Sloppy and difficult to read

Spelling errors interfere with poster


STATE FOOD AND 3-D MODEL RUBRIC

STATE FOOD

	CRITERIA
	POINT VALUE: O TO 10 POINTS

	REPRESENTATIVE OF STATE


	

	APPROPRIATE TO STATE


	

	AMPLE AMOUNT


	

	ALL NECESSARY SUPPLIES


	

	COPY OF RECIPE


	


3-D MODEL

	CRITERIA
	POINT VALUE: O TO 10 POINTS

	REPRESENTATIVE OF STATE


	

	MODEL IS LABELED


	

	EXPLANATORY PARAGRAPH


	

	NEAT


	

	EFFORT IS EVIDENT


	


FINAL GRADE: ________________

COMMENTS:

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Pre-Requisite Skills:

· Basic skills in research and note taking

· Basic Internet knowledge

· Ability to use a CD-ROM encyclopedia resource

· Basic map reading skills

 

MODIFICATIONS
 
This learning unit was utilized in two fifth grade classes that function in a team teaching situation. There were 34 students that included three special education students and seven remedial students. A consultant teacher model was implemented to ensure successful completion of this project for our special need students.


The staff in our CRC and LRC was very cooperative in ensuring that each student was successful in finding recipes, the state information, and possible 3-D model ideas. 


Some students required more guidance and assistance, but it never posed a problem to the successful completion of this project.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 Schedule:

Day 1: one hour (classroom)



Day 2: one hour (classroom)



Day 3: one hour (classroom or computer lab)



Day 4: one hour (classroom or computer lab)



Day 5: one hour (classroom)



Day 6: one hour (classroom)



Day 7: one hour (classroom)



Day 8: one hour (classroom)



Day 9: one hour (classroom)

Planning Time: A great deal of time was spent by the teacher organizing this project. Looking for resources and searching the Internet for web sites that the students could utilize took some time. The teacher made transparencies of each state to use on the overhead beforehand too.

Implementation: Nine days were spent on this project. Each day was blocked for approximately an hour. My co-worker and I were very flexible with these times.

Assessment: I utilized the designed rubrics to assess the poster, the food, and the 3-D model. I did my assessment during the actual state fair. I did it this way because the food was there (but not for long), and the students were available if further explanations were necessary. This took me around 11/2-2 hours to complete.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE/RESOURCES
Web Sites:



www.50states.com/fileindx.htm


name of your state recipe


Cookbooks:



Evan, Betty. America’s Regional Cookbook. Texas: Gulf Publishing

Company,1997.    ISBN: 0-88415-105-0



D’Amico, Joan. United States Cookbook. New York: Wiley and Sons,

2000.    ISBN: 0-471-35839-8

Dear Parents,


After Spring Recess we will be doing research projects on the fifty states. Your child will be researching one of the states. He/she will need a piece of white poster board (tag board) for one aspect of this project. They will need the poster board by                   .

Please let me know if buying this poster board will present a problem.


I appreciate your help and continued support.

Thank you,

Mrs. Peggs

Fifth Grade Social Studies Teacher

Dear Parents,


As part of our study of the United States, the children will be doing research on one of the fifty states.  There will be three parts to this extensive project: a poster/map, a food or product that represents their state, and a 3-D model that is also representative of their state.  An outline is attached that further explains this project.  

The map/poster will be completed in school under my guidance.  I do ask that you supply the necessary poster board and/or display board for this project.  

The food and 3-d model will be made at home.  I have purchased a cookbook called American Regional Cooking for the class to use, and we can try the Internet by just typing a state’s name then recipe. I have had luck with that.  We will use the cookbook and CRC to find a recipe if you can’t find one.

You are more than welcome to be involved with these two projects.  I know how much the students enjoy it when it becomes a “family activity”. Please remember that it should be primarily the work of the child though.

As a culmination to this project, we will be having a Fifth Grade State Fair.  It will be held on                      . I will let you know the exact time and place as the time approaches. 

Please plan on joining us for what should prove to be a delightful event.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Jean Peggs

Your child has been assigned the state of ___________________________

Fifth Grade

State Fair

I. State Map/ Poster

Put on poster board or a display board for display purposes

The following information must be included on the map and poster.

· Outline of map

· Name of state

· State nickname

· State capital

· Major cities

· Major rivers

· Mountains

· Geographic regions  (label and color)

· Map key

· Statehood (when did it become a state)

· Pictures of the following: State bird

State flower

State tree

State flag

                  (These pictures may be drawn or downloaded from the Internet)


TRY       www.50states.com/fileindx.htm
II.        Food or Product
· Representative of the state

· Appropriate

· Make enough to share with class

· Bring all necessary serving supplies

Some examples: Chili  (New Mexico or Texas)


     Mississippi Mud Pie



     Boston Baked Beans (Massachusetts)

 


     Potato Salad (Idaho)

III.    3-d Model
· Representative of your state/ Label the model

· Why you chose it

· Effort

· Appearance

Some examples: Sod house (Iowa)



    Igloo (Alaska)



    Oil rig (Texas)



    Space shuttle (Florida)



    Lighthouse (Maine)



    Riverboat (Mississippi)

My State Project Checklist

Name ________________________________       State ________________________

Check off when it is complete!!

I.      State Map/Poster

___ state is outlined

___ state’s name is on poster

___ nickname

___ capital

___ major cities

___ major rivers

___ mountains (if any)

___ geographic regions (labeled and colored)

___ map key

___ bird

___ flower

___ tree

___ flag


____ statehood

II.    Food or Product


___ represents my state


___ appropriate


___ made enough for class to sample


___ have all necessary serving supplies


___ copy of recipe 

III.   3-D model


___ represents your state


___ model is labeled


___ a short paragraph telling why you chose it


___ neat


___ shows effort
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