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Overview
This is a third grade learning unit based on fairy tales. This unit will be designed to expose the students to classical literature. This unit will provide students with a variety of opportunities to enhance decoding, comprehension, vocabulary and writing skills.  This unit will take approximately 3-4 weeks to complete.

Content Knowledge
Procedural

1. Students will graph their favorite fairy tale.
2. Students will write a friendly letter to a fairy tale character.

3. Students will label and illustrate the main characters, setting, and major problem of the story Cinderella.
4.Students will be able to use the skill of compare and contrast.

5.Students will be able to learn the steps involved in accessing the Internet. 
6.Students will be able to understand the meaning of a simile.

7. Students will be able to write a “How To” essay.
8. Students will be able to write a fairy tale cinquain.

9. Students will be able to create a fairy tale.
10. Students will be able to learn steps in creating a descriptive paragraph.

Declarative

1.Students will identify the elements of a fairy tale.
2.Students will identify steps in making gingerbread cookies.

3. Students will identify similes.
4.Students will identify parts of a friendly letter.

5. Students will identify the main character, setting, problem, beginning, middle and end of a fairy tale.
6.  Students will identify steps needed to write a cinquain poem.

Essential Questions

· What do we learn from fairy tales?

                             Connection to NYS Learning Standards

Content Area : English Language Arts

Level : Elementary

ELA Standard #1  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

Listen for data, facts, and ideas in:

· Small and large group discussions

· Student presentations

ELA Standard #2 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

  Read and view imaginative texts and performances, such as

· Stories

· Poems

· Select literature based on personal needs and interests from a variety of genres and by different authors

· Relate setting, plot, and characters in literature to own lives

· Explain the difference between fiction and nonfiction

· Use specific evidence from stories to identify themes, describe characters, their actions and motivations; and relate sequence of events.

· Use knowledge of story structure, story elements, and key vocabulary to interpret stories.

· Use graphic organizers to record significant details about characters and events in stories.

ELA Standard #3 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

· Read to analyze and evaluate information, ideas, experiences from resources, such as:

 -Children’s books

· Compare and contrast characters, plot, and setting in two literary works

· Use opinions and reactions of teachers and classmates to evaluate personal interpretation of ideas, information and experience.

· Students will write to:

       -State the main idea, theme, or opinion and provide supporting details

      -Express opinions and make judgments that demonstrate a personal point of view

· Use details from stories or informational texts to predict, explain, or show relationships between information or events.

· Students will speak:

· Class and group discussions

-     Oral presentation

ELA Standard #4 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

· Read the following to establish, maintain, and enhance personal relationships:

· Friendly letters, notes, cards, and messages

· Role play

Initiating Activity


As a hook into the unit we will make a bulletin board with a castle on it. The top of the board will be labeled “Once Upon A Time” and at the bottom “Happily Ever After”. To link the students prior knowledge we will discuss fairy tales, which ones they are familiar with? Have they read any or seen the movies? Do they have favorite characters or stories? Students will then graph their favorite fairy tale.

Learning Experiences

Day 1 – (P) Students will be able to preview several fairy tale books. Students will be able to discuss fairy tales.  Students will be able to answer questions on: Which fairy tales they are familiar with? Have they seen movies or read any? Do you have any favorite characters or stories?  What is the difference between a hero and a villian?  Discuss heroes and villians in fairy tales. Students will then graph their favorite fairy tale.

Day 2 – (P) Students will be able to discuss orally their favorite fairy tale characters. Teacher will then instruct students on writing a friendly letter and modeling a sample on the board.  Students will be able to write a friendly letter to a fairy tale character.

Day 3 – (D) Students will listen to Cinderella. Students will be able to label and illustrate a mobile describing the main characters, setting, and the major problem of the story.

Day 4 – (D) Students will be able to listen to The Three Little Pigs and The True Story of The Three Little Pigs.  The teacher will discuss similarities and differences between the two stories and begin a venn diagram with class on the board. Students will then finish the venn diagram working in pairs.

Day 5,6 – (P) – Students will learn the steps involved in accessing the Internet .   Using the selected fairy tale books in the beginning of the unit students will be able to research their favorite fairy tale author. Students will be able to write an informational paragraph about their favorite author’s life. Students will then share their Internet findings with the class. 

Day 7 – (D) Students will listen to the fairy tale The Talking Eggs. The students will discuss how the author uses similes in the book. The students will brainstorm the similes found within the book on large chart paper as a class. Students will be able to illustrate pictures of similes used in the story.

Day 8,9 – (D) Students will listen to the fairy tale The Gingerbread Man. The class will be able to follow a recipe and make gingerbread cookies and make the gingerbread cookies in class along with teacher. The teacher will then model how to write a “how to” essay on the board. The students will then be able to write a “How To” essay on how to make gingerbread cookies. The students will type their completed essays on the computer.

Day 10 – (P) Students will listen to the cinquain poem “Almost Gingerbread”. Students will learn the steps needed to write a cinquain poem. Teacher will model a poem on the board. Then, in cooperative groups, students will be able to write a cinquain poem using a fairy tale of their choice. Students will be able to read their poems to the class.

                                  Extending and Refining Experiences
Day 11 – Students will be able to brainstorm all the different fairy tales that were read and discussed within the unit. The students will then create a chart listing all the components within a fairy tale. Students will then be instructed to create their own fairy tale. The class will be able to see and discuss the rubric that will be used to assess their writing piece.

                                         Meaningful Use of Task

                                    (Culminating activity)
Day12 – Students will be able to plan a fairy tale party by making invitations and by making refreshments and treats. Students will be able to write a short descriptive paragraph on their favorite fairy tale character. Students will be able to dress as their favorite character and share their paragraph with the class. (Younger students and parents will be invited to this celebration).

Pre-requisite Skills

Word-processing

Unit Schedule

3-4 weeks

Technology Use

Word Processing

Use of Internet to research authors

Inspiration Software to produce organizer

                                       www.belinus.co/uk/fairytales/homextra.htm
                                        www.childrenstory.com/tales/ft2.html
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Inspiration Software

Effective Communicator

“How To “ Rubric (3 – 5)

Task Component
4 Points each
3 Points each
2 Points each
1 Point each

Opening
Clearly and completely states the procedure to be explained. Procedure is accurately limited in scope.
Clearly states the procedure to be explained. Procedure is adequately limited in scope.
Procedure to be explained is not clearly stated. Procedure may not be sufficiently limited in scope.
Procedure to be explained is not stated or is so broad that procedure can not be fully or accurately described.

Information
Describes all necessary information in the most appropriate sequential order.
Describes the necessary information in a correct sequential order.
Describes most necessary information but the sequential order given is not correct.
Includes very few pieces of necessary information or the sequential order is so incorrect, task can not be done.

Organization
Uses all necessary procedural markers to identify the steps in correct order as well as using appropriate transitions where needed.
Uses some necessary procedural markers to identify the steps in order as well as using appropriate transitions where needed.
Uses some procedural markers but has some steps in incorrect order. Use of appropriate transitions is insufficient.
Uses few if any markers and has few steps in correct order. Few if any transitions are evident.

Language
Uses precise and accurate words in describing the process.
Uses accurate words in describing the process.
Uses some accurate as well as some inaccurate words.
Uses few accurate words in describing the process.

Conclusion
Provides a unique or creative close to the procedure.
Provides and appropriate close to the procedure.
Provides an attempt to close the procedure but it is not clearly stated.
No attempt is made to close the procedure.

                                Descriptive Writing Rubric (Grade 3)

Task Component
4 Points each
3 Points each
2 Points each
1 Point each

Focus
Stays clearly focused on the topic, describes fairy tale character completely.
Stays focused on the topic most of the time, the fairy tale character is described.
Does not always stay focused on the topic, attempts to describe the fairy tale character but not completely.
Does not stay to the topic. The fairy tale character is not described.

Sensory Appeal
Creatively and clearly describes the fairy tale character by using the sensory words.
Appropriately describes the fairy tale character by using some sensory words.
Briefly describes the fairy tale character by using few sensory words.
Does not give details that appeal to any of the senses.

Language
Uses specific language (adjectives, adverbs) including many sensory words.
Uses adjectives and adverbs including some sensory words.
Uses some adjectives and adverbs using few sensory words.
Does not use adjectives ad adverbs or any sensory words.

Mechanics
All sentences are complete using correct capitals, spelling and punctuation.
Sentences are complete but contain errors in capitalization, spelling and punctuation.
Most sentences are complete but contain errors in capitalization, spelling and punctuation.
Few, if any, sentences are complete with many errors in capitalization, spelling or punctuation.

                            Chronological Narrative Rubric (Grade 3)

(Create A Fairy Tale)

Task Component
4 Points each
3 Points each
2 Points each
1 Point each

Opening
Develops an interesting and creative opening that captures and holds the readers interest.
Develops an interesting opening that captures the reader’s interest.
Develops an accurate opening but the lead does not capture the reader’s interest.
Develops and inaccurate or inappropriate opening that does not capture the reader’s interest.

Information
Includes enough information but ONLY information related to the chosen topic.
Includes information related to the topic but may be missing information.
Includes enough information related to the topic but also has information that is not related to the topic.
Includes little information related to the topic.

Organization
Thoroughly puts the events in order that makes sense using many transition words.
Puts the events in order in an order that makes sense using some transition words.
Events may be in an order that does not make sense with few transition words.
Events are not in sensible order and transition words are not used.

Conclusion
Develops a conclusion which thoroughly and logically brings the narrative to a sensible close.
Develops a conclusion which logically brings the narrative to a sensible close.
Conclusion does not make sense.
No conclusion.

Mechanics
All sentences are complete using correct, capitals, spelling and punctuation.
Sentences are complete but contain errors in capitalization, spelling, and punctuation.
Most sentences are complete but contain errors in capitalization, spelling and punctuation.
Few, if any, sentences are complete with many errors in capitalization, spelling or punctuation.



Friendly Letter Checklist

Elements
4 Points- Above average
3 Points- Average
2 Points- Developing
1 Point-

Below average



Heading





Greeting





Body





Closing





Signature





Character revealed in letter





